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Each appl icant must 
present a State Pre-Marital 
Blood Te&tj. Form, duly 
signed by the physician and 
a p p l i c a n t . Phys ic ian 's 
statement mijjst show -date 
speciment was taken, names 
and addresses of physician 
antf applicant, name and 
address of -the laboratory 

procesiirfg ihV .test,'*but the 
results must not be shown. 

Serological tests may be 
made in any laboratory 
approved a n d direct ly 
operated by the Department• 
of Health in any state or the 
District of. Columbia. Also 
acceptable^ are-laboratories 

A por t ra i t f rom Religious N^ws Service. 

Some Hints 
Plan ahead when buying 

furniture. Unless your first 
apartment or house is the 
one you intend..to, liye in for 
several yearsf'-S^&g'm'ay be 
more practiciaPr:"not to 
purchase expensive fur­
nishings right' away. ICeep 
future plans in mind, and try 
to choose furniture you 

know'you'l l be able to use 
later on. 

•< 

Do leave room in your 
budget^oE-entertajning and 
evenings out. After all the 
work of setting up a new 
household, both you and 
your new husband deserve 
time to .enjoy being married. 

Visit the priest who will 
perform the . marriage at 
least six weeks before your 
intended wedding date. 
Don't make any other 
arrangements ' (reception, 
honeymoon, etc.).until you 
have t confirmed the" date 
with him r and with the 
church in which you wi l l be 

, married. 

Sharing f loral . expenses 
with i other cquples, being 
married on the s'arrje day 
will save costs and avoid 
confusion. ; 

" • . r' 
Inquire about the ijnanner 

in which the organist or 
other musicians are con­
tacted and the customary 
offering. \ 

I n s t r u c t y o u r 
photographer to consult the 
priest in. the sacristy before 
the wedding to determine 
times and places i where 
pictures are' appropriate 
during the ceremony. 

Tetl the wedding peirty the 
importarice-ot being prompt 
for both the rehearsal- and 
thewedding. j 

Full participation in the 
sacrament of Matrimony 
involves the sharing of Holy 
Communion. It is f i t t ing for 
the bride and groam t o . 
prepare for their marriage 
by receiving the sac-ament 
,of Penance. 

R e m e m be r t h e ' 
Eucharistic Regulation: No. 
solid food or liquids for one 
hour before Communion; 
water and medicine may be 
taken at any time. The bride, 
groorn and members of the 
wedding party may receive 
.Holy Communion under 
both species. Parents, 
relatives and friends are 
encouraged to receive Holy 
Communion. *' 

A Protestant clergyman or *! 
a Rabbtj may participate in 
the weddiog ceremony. > 
Arrangements for this.; 
should be maffe in advance : 
with, the- priest" marrying L 
you. *, ./-.'' • '• - J^' _v | 

' Plan your ^-owri weddm'g -, 
ceremony with the help o f j 
the priest.,Booklets to.,assist < 
you are, available in, m^nyeJ 
parishes and at the P.re^Cana t 
Conference. Members, ; of 
your family and f riendsmay; i 
"read the f irst and second 
readings, and.trte.pfayer^f 
the Faithful. They; may.iaJso•$ 
take part in the Offeftory; j 
procession. 

^f-jS Ji'- Arin%'Wfii$-iwt 
iif ri\ea\th Service 

Priyate'Fy' o w n e d or 
m u n i c i p a l l y opera ted 
laboratories are not ac­
ceptable. 

Blood test expires 30 days 
from ' the taking of the 
specimen and the ' license 
must be obtained within 
those 30 days. ' 

In case of i pregnancy, 
neither party is: required to 
have blood tests. Instead, 
the bride must have a lettier 
from and signed by a 
physician'"giving her ex­
pected date of confinement. 
In this case, without blood 
tests, couple must wait 10 
days after issuance of 
license before they may be 
married. 

Both parties must appear 
in person When applying for 
marriage license. 

i 
Marriage- license is valid 

60 days from date of 
issuance. Marriage may take 
place 24 hours after 
issuance, providing blood 
tests are at least 10 days old. 
The waiting period for blood 
tests is 10 days, instead of 
just three days. This law 
became effective on Sept. 1, 
1972. License may be ob­
tained before blood tests 
are 10 days old but 
ceremony cannot be per­
formed until blood tests are 
10 days old. 

Al l applicants must 
present proof of age. Males 
16-17 and females 16-17 
must have consent of their 
parents. Parents must ap-

| pear in person or sign a 
: notarized statement of 
I consent (if signed outside of 
j.the state, this consent form 
'must also [bear..the seal of 
. the County;jcteijjc). If patents 
are - divorced,' only the 

i pafehtiha^gf^gfjBGJ|^tprfy>i 
or the cdui|ij?a'p'p6fnted legal 

; guardian must sign. 

Girls : 14-15 must" be 
granted 'a ; court, order of 
[consent, as well as parents 
consent. 

I License issued in Mew 
'York .'State may be used 
j anywhere in the state. 
License may be obtained in 
one city and the ceremony 
performed in another. There 
is no residency requirement. 

If divorced, a certified 
copy of the final decree of 
divorce must be presented 
showing: date of filing, 
place divorce was granted 
and Against whom. If more 
than dil^r previous marriage, 
each-; and '! every divorce 
must; be proven. Decree 
must;bear the County Seal, 
This I'aw we'ntinto effect on 

n4« 

Each p a r i s h -• -has, 
regulations for < \ the:, eon: 
ducting of weddings (eg." 
throwing of rice j arid con­
fetti is not permiitejd kafr 
many churches).^.Y®u:^wili|^e; 
expected .tpTfol low 'theie7 

rules. If y0§?i&ip!t siir&ofc 
the customs, 

.pastpF^J; :.;-i,..<> 
%sk 
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