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This is a celebration of children enjoying them-
.selves, a celebration of playing, of having fun. This is
a celebration of people dedicated to the idea that
. “persons come first and disability second
The children on these pages share a distinction

. They are working through the world’s second most
common birth defect, Spina Bifida (SPY-na BIF-ida),
with the help of the Greater. Rochester Spina Bifida
Association.

The five-year-old association, chaired by Martin
and Nancy Gullen of Fairport, presently boasts a
membership of 125 families and issues a news letter to
more than 600 addresses.
Literature distributed by the group states that the
- i defect occurs early in the unborn child’s develop-
s : ment. One or more of the spinal vertebrae fails to
& ‘ : i close completely and leaves an opening in the spine.
Through this. opening, part of the spinal cord
protrudes, forming a sac. Its effect can range from
mijld weakness to <complete paralysis, and-:
hydrocephalus frequently accompanies the condition,
the association’s bulletin states.

But the condition aside, the association feels
“Anyone with a disability' should be looked on as a
person,” Mrs. Gullen observes. “The association is
open to anyone with any disability. We try to help
both the family and the individual.”
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Y, a e(Iuet entertainer at partles of the chnldren,

works hls maglc for, from left to right, Tom Turner, Kevin Schwartz

€ ' ‘ and Scott Lemper;
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