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^Editorials 

He Means Us 
Is it possible? 

President 
government 
churches to 
president to 
Counc i l of 
a great deal t 
a f f l i c t ions of 
done less." 

Id 
Chu 

immy Carter c laims that the 
ias done m u c h more than the 

figiht racial segregation. The 
a de legat ion f r om the -Nat ionaf 

rches: "The government has done 
e l im ina te segregat ion, one of the 

our society. The churches have 

t Lest his remarks be miscont rued, it must be 
po in ted"ou t that he himsel f has " f a l l e n short of 
wha t I shou ld jdo . " 

i 
That last phrase is the crux of the issue. The 

church is each of usN When we say the churches 
are not do ing their job in this humane area we 
are in real i ty $aying " I " am not do ing " m y " job. 
For we aire thej " chu rches . " 

i 

Oyer-Zealotry 
A recent 'Harr is survey shows that the 

Amer i can publ ic has become less con f iden t in 
the feminis t movement as a source of "he fp ing 
the.cause of w o m e n " than it was a year ago. A 43 
t o 41 p lu ra l i t y of those po l led fe l t that of the 
groups " t r y ing to change women 's status in 
society, on ly a few or none are help ing the cause 
of w o m e n . " j 

Tshis f ind ing is unusua l in the face of the fac t 
that the publ ic suppor ted many of the women 's 
causes - ERA by a 48 to 40 per c ent, for instance. 

op in ion but of 
it negat ively a 

w h o d id most 
24-1J per cent 

I h t 

The Nat iona l - W o m e n ' s Conference in 
Hous ton d id poor ly Some- 52 per cent had no 

those that d i d , 29 per t e n t v iewed 
4dinst 19 i n favo r . 

As tp Phyll is Schlaf ly 's counter ral ly m 
Hous ton , bi per cent d idn ' t f o l l ow it but of those 

of the op in i on was negat ive by a 
marg in 

po l l was conducted ' ( o i K e r n i n g the 
feminist) movemen t but it ->till points up an 
unhappy paraJox. Mow can those interested in 
causes j p romo te , ' t hem ' w i thou t ; becoming 
overbear ing a r d o v e i v e a l o u s ' • ' 

1 ' : , 

His Number 
W e have no idea wha t k ind of man is Judge, 

Dona ld Barbeau of1 Hennep in County Dis t r ic t 
Cour t in M inneapo l i s b i i t a recent Religious 

news : release gives us reason to 

He refused to a l l ow M ichae l Herber t Dengler 

News Service 
l ike his sty le: 

to change his 
not give " t h e 
dehuman iz ing 

At t h e , risk 

name to " 1 0 6 9 " saying he would" 
s tamp of jud ic ia l a p p r o v a l " to a 
act. 

of o f fend ing ; numerologis ts we 
cannot buy Mq. Dengler 's reaisons for wan t ing to 
become "1063 . " He said the numerals had 
Symbol ic s ign i f icance for h im and taken 
t jogether, "descr ibe wha t is inherent in m e . " 
Besides the f$c t that anyone w o u l d haye his 
number when it came to w r i t i ng checks, for 
instance, there are o t h e r d i f f i cu l t i es w i t h Mr. 
Dengler 's p ropos i t ion . W h a t w o u l d one ca l l h im 
fo r short? W o u l d his son beVlfJ69 J ror1069son? 

But the best ob jec t i on , we bel ieve, t o m e s 
f r o m J u d g e B a r b e a u w h o s a i d t h a t 
" d e h u m a n i z a t i o n is w idespread 'and af fects our 
cu l t u re l i ke a disease in ep idemic p ropo r t i ons . " 

" T o a l l ow the use of a number instead of a 
name w o u l d on ly p rov ide add i t i ona l nour ish­
m e n t u p o n w h i c h the i l l n e s s , o f the 
d e h u m a n i z a t i c n is abou t to feed and grbw to the" 
po in t vyhere it is t o ta l l y i ncu rab le . " The use of a 
number fo r a name w o u l d be "an of fense t o 
basic human d i g n i t y . " 

N o w if w e c o u l d on l y conv ince the govern­
ment . 

Listen In 
The Panama Canal 

U. 
red 

t - * • ! .ak. 

istioric coro l la ry to this histor ic 
S. Senate, for the f i rst t ime , has 
io cjoverage of - the great debate . 

c racjio s ta t ion , WXXI , 91.5 on the 
b roadcas t ing this' coverage dai ly . 

As an hi 
ques t ion , the 
a l l o w e d l ive 
The loca l publji 
FM d ia l , is ,—. . . . „ ...._ Q~ 
Reeommendec l is tening ' for a l l - par t i cu la r 

. s tudents: 

Opinion 
Bishop 
Praised 
Editor: 

I would like to praise 
* B i shop H o g a n fo r the 

beautiful article of March 1, 
in his Pastoral Perspective 

I especially noticed how 
he emphas ized that : " w e 

; cannot be satisfied simply 
with a faith and a value 
system that has been 
handed down to us but that 
w e have never made our 
own by "personal ap­
propriation.," We cannot 
come .to' unders tand how 
much ''the Stranger at the 
well (Jesus) means to us 
until we have come face to 
face with the stark reality 
that life has no meaning for 
us without God and without 
the Christ who reveals Cod 
to us." 

I feel that Bishop Hogan 
was very selective in how he-
phrased his sentences and I 
can understand why he 
would be, but in reading, 
between the lines or in 
paraphrasing what he said,; 
it appears to me as though1 

he is saying the same thing-
that many of our Chr is t ian 
brothers and sisters have 
been saying for years: "you 
must accept Jesus Christ as 
your personal saviour." 

It fs on ly when we c o m e 
to tjie realization that we 
are sinners that we realize 
the need of a Saviour, and 
knowing that we cannot 
save ourselves by any o'Mier 
means, we must "accept 
Jesus Christ as our own, 
personal Saviour and trust 
in him by faith to save us.". 
(Acts 4.12) 

I pray that the Holy Spirit ! 

will cont inue' to encourage 
Bishop Hogan and all of our : 
spiritual .leaders to^ tand on 
the holy word of God. 

Praise the Lord. 

Joseph Hetu 
Ontario Center, N.Y. 

Columnist 
Chastised 
Editor: 

As a member of St. Mary 
Our Mother's Church in 
Horseheads, I was appalled 
to read Father Cuddy's 
critique of Father Firpo's 
preaching technique. As a 
professional nurse, I cannot 
imagine graciously, ac­
cepting a critique of my 
abilities in a community 
newsjpaper, howeve r , 
p i a g a n i m o u s t h e 
"bouquets" aforesaid. A 
private nbte may be greatly 
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appreciated . . . but a public 
critique to one so new to the 
priesthood who just hap­
pens to be doing a fantastic 
job seems a bit harsh. 

Shame on you, Father 
Cuddy, for your poor 
manners. 

Joyce M. Crandall 
RD1 

Horseheads, N.Y. 14845 

Catholic 
Education 
Editor: 

Outs ide of l i fe itself, the 
most precious gift that my 
parents gave to me was my 
Catholic education The 
many sacrifices which they 
made to do so are, I believe, 
reflected in the sound 
values which are an integral 
part of my everyday life. It 
is l i tt le wonder, then, that 
my wife and I have decided 
to choose Catholic schools . 
for our children 

God has given us one son 
and two daughters. All three 
have attended,, or are : at­
tending Catholic elementary 
school. When it came to 
select a Catholic high 
school for our son, we, with 
our son, [ d e l i b e r a t e d 
carefully I believe that we 
were most fortunate in 
choosing Aquinas Institute. 
M a n y things entered in to 
that decision, which, in­
cidentally, was not easily 
arrived at, but in the past 
year and a half, I have 
become more aware of the 
quality of education which 
is offered at Aquinas, I am 
very much at ease, knowing 
that the son that Cod gave 
is, indeed, in the good bands 
of the Basilian Fathers, 
whose theology is sound, 
their adherence to the 
teaching authority of 'the 
Church is deeply en­
t r e n c h e d , a n d t h e m 
discipline is established on a 
f irm basis. Moreover, as a 
teacher, I, am also much 
pleajsed ' w i t h the the 
academic content of their 
course of study. 

It is, therefore, .with a 
great dealt of confidence in 
Aquinas and in the extreme 
competence of the Basilian 
Fathefs, that I urge other 
parents who are thinking in 
terms of Catholic high 
schopl education for their 
sons to give very serious 
consideration to Aquinas. In 
terms of value received for 
dollars spent, I believe there 
can be no regrets. 

* 
George A. G o o d w i n 

33 Laredo Drive 
Rochester, N.Y. 14624 

Station 
Needs Help 
Editor: 

Nicaragua is in the world 
news. But Nicaraguans 
haven't been hearing about 
t h e m s e l v e s . A news 
blackout, ordered by. West 
Pointer Cen. Somoza, has 
restr icted repor t ing " on 
e v e n t s s u r r o u n d i n g t h e 
national strike. We've been 
hearing about Western New 
York's weather nonetheless. 

Only pne newspaper, that 
of Pedro Chomorro who was 
murdered in January, 
continued to publish all the 
details, But remember, a 
good 50; per cent of the 
people can't read and those 
who can often don't have 
access to the papers. They . 
depend on the radio. ; 

i 
The Catholic clergy of the 

t i t y of Managua therefore 

. i . • • v ••>--: Fafje4 

"THOSE ARE ALL HIS KIPS. WE RAN AN 
ORPHANAGE FOR ZO VEARS / ' ' 

agreed to open their church 
doors to radio news com-
mentators,so that people 
can 'get the news in the 
safety of church. " 

Next "Catholic Radio" 
came under direct attack. 
Police entered and con­
fiscated program' materials 
they considered offensive. 
Then the government-run 
Light Company cut the 
juice. When the bishops of 
the country announced.jheir 
upcoming meeting, power 
was restored. But one ; 

p r o b l e m . u n r e l a t e d t o 
p o l i t i c a l u p h e a v a l s , 
remains: The station's aging 
electronic gear l imi ts : 
broadcasts to a small area j 
around! the capital city, i 
making it diff icult, for : 

examplle,, • to beam badly 
needed "-literacy programs . 
into the rural zones. 

N i c a r a g u a has no 
Catholic newspaper. The 
.radio is the only regular 
contact the Church has with 
the people, other than the 
pu lp i t . The bishop of 
Managua wants to keep the 
voice of Catholicism strong 
in Nicaragua via its radio 
Can youi help? 

Father Bernard Survil 
Apartado 676 

Tegucigalpa, Honduras 

Editor 's No te : Anyone 
interested should contact 
Father Joseph Reinhart at 
the Diocesans Missions 
Office, 123 rfcst Ave., 
Rochester, N.Y. 14604, 
telephone 454-2926. 

Kenyember 
The Shutrins 
Editor: 

St. Augustine's parish has 
an extensive program of lay 
Eucharistic ministers which 
allows tfie senior adults and 
infirm of the parish who are 
unable to get out for Mass 
to receive Holy Cdmmunion 
every week. Late winter is a 
diff icult time, especially for 
seniors and the infirnh. 
. Ear ly \ rn Feb rua ry , 
Elizabeth1 McNejrney, a lady • 
I'd been visiting for over a 
year with the}: Eucharist, 
passed away. Itlvkrs a shock 
and we rfniss her but after 90 
years of i service to the Lord 
it was her time to go and be 
withiHinji.; ' 

A list of h4r various 
ailments would be long. The 
fact! tha|t she h|d lived' a , 
very vital and active life 
surely rnade th t physical 
restrictions of later life that 
much harder fo 
accep t . Wha 
Elizabeth's story 
is the trjiurjiph of Christ 
her life 

Despitje Her suffering, Ihe 

i ,4i 

her to 
makes 

important 

m 

never c o m p l a i n e d ;or 
focused on herself. She was 
always concerned about 
others and never grew tired 
of praying for the parish. 
priests and staff, the bishejp, 
the Church and the Pope. ; 

I feel this by no means an 
insignificant ministry The 
action, the ministry of any 
individual or group within 
the Church must find its 
foundation in prayer. Oiyr 
effectiveness in building the 
k i n g d o m of C o d is 
d e p e n d e n t o n o u r 
re la t ionsh ip to His son. 
Jesus. 

There are, of course, 
many seniors and infirm ;in 
our diocese who are unable 
to get out. Yet in the mirJst 
of t-heir tr ials they've 
dedicated themselves to 

, interceding for us all. Their 
ministry is at the very .-core 
of the prayer life of the 
Church. 

I praise God for Elizabeth 
and for all the people in oiiir 
Christian family who are 
like her. In this time of Lent, 
this time of harsh weather, 
we should remember them 
in prayer and let them know 
we love and care for them. A 
letter, a call or visit is a little 
thing that can mean a lot to 
someone. 

, James Guinan 
9 Ravenwood Ave. 

Rochester, N.Y. 14619 
i 
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Questions 
OHD Stand 

j 
Editor; 

' , : : 

Because of questions,the 
H u m a n D e v e l o p m e n t 
Commi t tee of Blessed 
Sacrament Parish had 
conceiving the Off ice of 
Hyimkn Development 's 
pdsi t io^s on abor t ion, 
homosexuality and- ERA, 
t w o members o f O H D spoke 
at our parish on Feb. 22. It 
was there that I learned 
from i John Salter, director, 
and jCarol Schwartz that 
w h e i r O H D makes a 
p r o n o u n c e m e n t on a 
cont rovers ia l issue it 
reflects the opinion of tjhose 
people who work in] the 
office arid not necessarily 
the Cathjolic Church's of­
f icial stand. 

jKnowing this, I f i n d 

Myself in the d.ilemma of 
indirectly financing (from 
parish- to diocese to OHD) 
an o rgan iza t ion whose 
views have sometimes been! 
in confl ict with those of my 
conscience; and whose 
attitude toward Vatican 
teachings, seems to be one 
of indifference. 

I j -Margaret Finucane; 
; - 284'ea'Afirbury Road 
i - ^fd*hWter;N^Ytl4607i 

• * : * • 


