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New York (RNS) = A wrde—
ranging survey ofii Catholic
press readership i
‘calling for an emphasis on
the “positive trends” now
emerging in religion, urged
Catholic  newspapers. and
magazines to increase their
focus on the family, step up
their teaching functions and
delve ngre into ecumenical,
controversial and non-
‘religious'issues.

The survey, conducted by
the Gallup organization of
Princeton, N.J., for the

“atholic Press Association,
‘ Jkey
problem” for the Catholic
press is the “decline in
young readers” and advised
Catholic  publications to
address issues of greatest

nithe US.,.

L
importance
- readersi These issues range
from marriage and divorce

+to drugs and alcohol to

“new trends in religion,” the
survey claimed.

A vast majority of
Catholic readers responding
to" the survey {84 per cent)
calied on Catholic
publications to give greater
attention - to non-Catholic
religions and ‘the
ecumemcal movement.

The survey, “‘U.S.

" Catholics ‘and the Catholic

Press,” was based on in-

terviews with 1 405
Catholics, 18 and’ older

dealt with attitudes toward

the Catholic press generally,
readership  habfts and
preferences of" Catholics

Trish nght

Winnie Lyons, Betty Sheehan and Ann I.ambtert are
heading up the committee planning for the annual St.
Pius Tenth parish Irish dinner-dance on Friday, March
17 in the school gym. The Harp’s Irish Band will

provide music for the

evening’s festivities. In-

formation is available by calling Mary O’Donnell at
889-2165. i

to young

are among the most devout
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regarding both national anc
diocesan publications, anc
changing - ‘attitudes” and
lifestyles of Catholics in the
U.s.

The survey presents 20
“key” findings, a lengthy
“detailed analysis” of the
findings and a . ‘“‘technical
appendix” which describes
the survey sample,. in-
terviews and methods used.
It was based on four in-
terview periods during 1977
and is broken down ac-
cording to sex, educational
-level, region, age, marital
status and attitudes.

In addition to stressing
the need for greater focus
on family concerns --
ranging from economics to
raising children — the survey

indicated that Catholics
today are strongly con-
cerned about "retaining

mermbership” in the Church,

about division within the
Church and about the
declining number of priests
and nuns.

It noted that large
majorities ‘‘disagree” with
the Church’s position on key

questions, such as divorge, .

and blrth control but théy
are “'staying within thé
€hurch and in many cases,

members The question of
abortron the survey notedt
i$ one of the top subjects to
he dealt with in the Catholic
ress and Catholics were

" other relrgrons

tles"”' ~Luth nou—Cathol c5
“These [résponsés stiggest -
that the . Catholic -
mclude more , articles on
more - ar-
ticles | on the
monalities” between
Catholicism angd- other
religions, more -articles by
non-Catholics, and discuss
and l'\e!p implement

- possible: “points of contact
- between

Catholics and

others...”

The survey indicated that
Catholic' readers have a
growing interest. and in-
volvement in “experiential”
religious activities outside
organized religion, such ias
Bible study grioups,

Marriage Encounter,
Charismatic Renewal,
Cursillo and other less
structured progréms. |

it

pomtlng up the

"'teachmg function of the
Catholic press - about haif

isaid .the most important
ifunction is to “provide
‘'moral and spiritual
guidance” or “to com-

municate church doctrine
and beliefs . . .»’

While thé survey found
that attitudes towaid the
Catholic press were “largely
favorable,” particularly in
the matter of spiritual and
moral guidance, the chief
criticisms were that
—atholic publications stress
"hurch  and  liturgical
matters too much and

bout evenly divided

\Lether the Church shoulg,

ax its standards.
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ﬁCalhng upon the Churchl
to be “more ecumenical,’”’
84 per cent of Catholic
réaders surveyed believe
that, -the .Church should
endeavor to develop “closen
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WHAT
1S FAMILY
CAMP?

WHEN?

* 5t Michaels Mission gverlgoking Hemlock Lake with a 1000 beautiful. quiet,
private wooded acres dotted with vineyards. Lots of room inside | out.
Beautiful Church. a gym, individual family quqrters with bath, meeting
rooms. all me?ls prepared by professionals. and much more. .

WHERE?

1st Wh. July S-July 15
2nd Wk. July 16-July 22
+ 3rd Wd. July 23-July 29

christian family renewal

Christiani Family Renewal 1s a family lving experience. designed to bring
your tamily closer to God and each other.
itis a lving experience of jesus’ message to love God and our Neighbor.
it1s a time away from everyday concerns.
It 1s & famuly learning experience to ennch any Chrrstran{amrly

'

~ OnCALL: |

WRITE:
. HOW TO N Family Camp (716) 225-2434
GETMORE - P.0. Box 32 (716) 8722798
INFORMATION m?aséer N.Y. ¢ *(315) 331-1543

“Wayne County

Ath Wk July 30-Aug. 5
5th Wk. Aug. 6-Aug. 12
" bth Wh. Aug. 13-Aug. 19

H - i | .

minimize  controversial
-gocial issues. There is also
ome feeling that Catholic

ublications tend to be
“thouse organs.’
' Both diocesan and

national publications were
about equally rated in terms
o appe' nc
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press.,

““com-

readabllrtv cent.|

an“‘ "ﬁel ping people
" deystand® Cathohcrsnﬁ‘
diocesan-papers were 1
often viewed as: “dull,
objective and” “adhering

ess - of the paper sponsonng
too “symposra“ for readers on
' the questions. Artrcles on
divorce,

Church posrtlons { . marriage, and”
I education; health;, family
Readers surveyed - gard problems jand social issues
were urgeq T

th y wanted more articles
Jompamon Survay r

felax Sqm \~ l.éws,

ew York (RNS) A ldrge ma;orrty cf athohcs* beheve

thaL the Church should. permit remarnpge of divorced
Catholics, artificial birth ‘control and the i“old style” Latin

* Mass, according toa Gallup survey for the Catholic Press

Assocratlon

On abortion, there was a near-even split, with 47 per cent
saying that the Church should not relax its standards and 44

per cent holdmg a contrary view. .

An overwhelming 84 per cent think the Church should try
to develop closer relations between Catholics and non-
Catholics and 67 per cent said they approved of changes
since Vatican Il. .

l
The questions and responses, in mtervrews with” a

representatrve sampling of 1,405 Catholics, were:

Dtvorced Catholics should be permitted to remarry in the
Catholic Church: Agree 69 per cent; disagree 23 per cent.

Catholics should be permitted to practice artificial means
of birth control: Agree, 73 per cent; disa'gree 18 per cent.

e Catholic Church should relax its standards forbidding
all abortions under any circumstances: Agree 44 per cent;
disagree 47 per cent.

The Cathglic Church should permit the old-style Latin
Mass} Agree 64 per cent; disagree 26 per cent . .
The Catholic Church should become more ecumenical,
that jis, should try to develop closer relations between
Cathblrcs and: non-Cathohqs Agree 84 per cent disagree 23
per cent

In lgeneral ‘{l approve of the changes in the Catholicy
Churth since Vatlcan II Aéree 67 per cent; disagree.23 per

4n,.c f-l ,.{' ‘ *




