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New York (RNS)>K A w i d e -
i rang ing survey ofji Ca tho l i c 
(press readersh ip i q ; the U.S., 
c a l l i n g for an emphasis on 
the " p o s i t i v e t r e n d s " n o w 
emerg ing in re l ig ion , u rged 
C a t h o l i c newspapers, and 
magaz ines t o increase the i r 
focus ;on t h e family,,, step u p 
the i r t each ing func t i ons and 
de lve jnq re i n t o ecumen i ca l , 
c o n t r o v e r s i a l a m i n o n -
re l ig iobs issues. 

The survey, c o n d u c t e d by 
the G a l l u p o r g a n i z a t i o n o f 
Pr ince ton , N.J., fo r the 

. f ^a tho l ic Press Assoc ia t ion , 
p o i n t e d o u t tha t a . " k e y 

p r o b l e m " fo r the Ca tho l i c 
press is the " d e c l i n e in 
y o u n g reader's" a n d advised 
Ca tho l i c pub l i ca t i ons to 
address issues of greatest 

i m p o r t a n c e t o y o u n g , 
readers!* These issues range 
f r o m mar r iage a n d d i vo r ce 

^ t o drugs and a l coho l t o 
" n e w trends in r e l i g i on , " the 
survey c l a i m e d . 

A vas t m a j o r i t y o f 
Ca tho l i c readers responding 
t o the survey (84 per cent) 
c a l l e d o n C a t h o l i c 
pub l i ca t i ons t o give greater 
a t t en t i on t o non-Catho l ic 
r e l i g i o n s a n d t h e 
ecumen i ca l movemen t . 

T h e s u r v e y , " U . S . 
Catho l ics and the Catho l i c 
Press," was based on in
t e r v i e w s w i t h 1 , 4 0 5 
Catho l ics , 18 and older. I t 
dea l t w i t h a t t i t udes t o w a r d 
the Ca tho l i c press ^ r t e r a l i l y , 
readership h,atms and 
preferences of Catho l ics 

Irish Night 
W i n n i e Lyons, B e t t y S h e e h a n a n d A n n L a m b e r t a r e 
h e a d i n g u p t h e c o m m i t t e e p l a n n i n g for t h e a n n u a l St. 
Pius T e n t h par ish I r ish d i n n e r - d a n c e o n F r iday , M a r c h 
17 in t h e school g y m . T h e H a r p ' s Ir ish B a n d w i l l 
p r o v i d e music for t h e evening 's fest iv i t ies . In 
f o r m a t i o n is a v a i l a b l e by c a l l i n g M a r y O ' D o n n e l l a t 

8 8 9 - 2 1 6 5 . 

regard ing b o t h na t i ona l anc 
d iocesan pub l i ca t ions ; and 
c h a n g i n g a t t i t u d e s , . a n d 
l i festy les of Catho l i cs in th€ 
U.S. 

The survey presents 20| 
" k e y " f ind ings, a l eng thy ] 
" d e t a i l e d ana lys is " o f the 
f ind ings and a " t e c h n i c a l 
a p p e n d i x " w h i c h descr ibes 
t h e survey s a m p l e , , in 
terv iews and me thods used. 
It was based on f ou r in
te rv iew per iods du r ing 1977 
and is b roken d o w n ac
co rd ing t o sex, educa t i ona l 

• leve l , region, age, mar i t a l 
status and a t t i tudes. 

In a d d i t i o n t o stressing 
the need for greater focus 
on family concerns --
ranging f r o m economics to 
raising ch i ld ren - the survey 
ind ica ted tha t Catho l ics 
today are s t rongly con
cerned a b o u t " r e t a i n i n g 
membership" in the Church, 
abou t d iv is ion w i t h i n the 
C h u r c h a n d a b o u t t he 
dec l in ing number of priests 
and nuns. 

I t n o t e d t h a t l a r g e 
ma jo r i t i es "d i sag ree " w i t h 
the Church 's pos i t ion on key 
quest ions, such as d ivo rce , . 
and b i r t h con t ro l bu t the^y 
are "s tay ing w i t h i n the 
Church and in many cases, 
are among the most devou t 
members . " The ques t ion of 
abo r t i on , the survey notedi, 
is one of the t o p subjects to 
qe dea l t w i t h in the Catho l i c 
rjjress and Catho l ics were 
a jbout e v e n l y d i v i d e d 
whether the Chu rch shou ld* 
relax its standards. 
\ 
. C a l l i n g upon the Church ' 

to b e " m o r e e c u m e n i c a l , " 
8$ per cent o f Ca tho l i c 
readers surveyed bel ieve 
triiati the Church shou ld 
ertdeavor t o deve lop " c l o s e d 

4 e s " k "L f t h nQijCatholicsVvic 
•These f responses s^fggist'"" 
t h a t t he Ca tho l i c '. jprfss.j. 
inc lude, more , ar t ic les on 
o ther rel ig ions, mo re ar
t i c l e s ] o n t h e " c o m 
m o n a l i t i e s " b e t w e e n 
C a t h o l i c i s m and- o t h e r 
rel ig ions, mo re 'a r t ic les by 
non-Cathol ics, and discuss 
a n d rliel p i m p l e m e n t 
possible! " po in t s of con tac t 

• b e t w e e n C a t h o l i c s a n d 
o t h e r s . . . " 

The survey i nd i ca ted tha t 
Ca tho l i c readers have a 
g row ing i n t e r e s t s and in
vo l vemen t in " e x p e r i e n t i a l " 
re l ig ious act iv i t ies outs ide 
organ ized re l ig ion , s;uch ;as 
B i b l e s t u d y g r j o u p s . 
M a r r i a g e E n c o u n t e r , 
C h a r i s m a t i c R e n e w a l , 
Curs i l lo and o ther less 
s t ruc tu red programs, i 

I n : p o i n t i n g u p t h e 

"teaching" function of the 
Cathp| ic press abou t haif 
said the most impo r t an t 
function is to "provide 
m o r a l a n d s p i r i t u a l 
g u i d a n c e " or " t o com
mun i ca te chu rch do!ctrine 
and bel iefs . . . " 

o f ten v iewed as: " d u l l ; less 
ob jec t i ve and f ' adher ing j tod 
c losely t o o f f i c i a l Ca tho l i c 
Church pos i t i ons . " ! 

' I . • ! • 
."Readers surveyed sjaid 

they w a n t e d more ar t ic les 

an|cJ* 4 ' r telpjng peop le tun- on%drug2ajnd'"alcohol abuse 
d e F s b n d t C a t h o l J c f s r n t t b u t a n d ; . s ,n iok f#g a m o n g 
d iocesan-papers-were m p r ^ i ^ e ^ n a g e r s d even«to the po in t 

o f the. paper sponsor ing 
" s y m p o s i a " fo r readers o n 
the quest ions. Ar t i c les on 
m a r r i a g e j a n d " "d i vo rce , 
educa t ion j hea l th ; f a m i l y 
p rob lems jarid soc ia l issues 
were urged. 

Companion Survey 

e/ax Some Laws, 
estore 

Jew York (RNS) >- A lairge ma jo r i t y <j>f Ca tho l i cs 'be l i eve 
thai the Church should, permit remarriage of divorced 
Cathol ics, a r t i f i c ia l b i r th ' cont ro l and the r 'o ld s t y l e " Latin* 
Ma^s, according to a Gallup survey for the Catholic Press 
Assbc ia t ion . 

d n abo r t i on , there was a near-even spl i t , w i t h 47 per cent 
saying that the Church shou ld not relax its standards and 44 
per cent holding a contrary view. 

A n ove rwhe lm ing 84 per cent th ink the Chu rch shou ld t ry 
to deve lop closer re lat ions be tween Catho l ics ahd non-
Catraolics and 67 per cent said they approved of changes 
since Va t i can I I . 

i • • ' 
Tljie quest ions and responses, in in terv iews; w i t h a 

representat ive sampl ing o f 1,405 Catho l ics , were: 

W h i l e the survey f o u n d 
(that a t t i t udes t o w a r d the 
Catho l i c press were " la rge ly 
f a v o r a b l e , " pa r t i cu la r l y in 
the ma t te r of sp i r i tua l and 
fnora l gu idance, the chief 
c r i t i c i s m s w e r e t h a t 
Ca tho l i c pub l i ca t ions stress 
C h u r c h a n d l i t u r g i c a l 
mat te rs t oo m u c h and 
m i n i m i z e c o n t r o v e r s i a l 
soc ia l issues. There is also 
some fee l ing tha t Catho l i c 
pub l i ca t ions tend t o be 
i h o u s e organs . " 

B o t h d i o c e s a n a n d 
nk t i ona l pub l i ca t ions were 
abou t equa l l y ra ted in terms 
of appearance, ^ readab i l i t y 

D i vo rced Catho l ics shou ld be pe rm i t t ed t o remarry in the 
Catho l i c Church: Agree 69 per cent; disagree 23 per cent . 

Cathol ics shou ld be pe rm i t t ed to p rac t i ce a r t i f i c i a l means 
of b i r th con t ro l : Agree, 73 per cent; disagree 18 per cent. 

The Catho l i c Church shou ld relax its standards f o rb i dd ing 
a l l abor t ions under any c i rcumstances: Agree, 44 per cent ; 
d isagree47 pe rcen t . ; 

Th;e Catho l i c Chu rch shou ld pe rm i t the o ld-s ty le Lat in 
Massj: Agree 64 per cent ; disagree 26 pe rcen t . 

The Catho l i c Church shou|d become more ecumen ica l , 
that lis, shou ld try to deve lop closer re lat ions be tween 
Catho l ics and non-Cathol ics. Agree 84 per cent ; d isagree 23 
per c£nt. 

! 
In gene ra l , ' I app rove of the changes in the Catho l ic? 

Church since Va t i can I I : A^ree 67 per cent;| disagree .23 per 

christian family renewal 

--#•' 
WHAT 
IS FAMILY 
CAMP? 

WHEN? 

WHERE? 

Christian; Family Renewal is a family living experience, designed to bring 
your family closer to God and each other. 
It is a living experience of Jesus' message to love God and our Neighbor. 
It is a time away from everyday concerns. ; 

It is aifamily learning experience to enrich any Christianfarmly. 

1st Wk. July 9-July 15 
2ndWk. July 16-JuIy 22 
3rd Wd. July 23-July 29 

St. Michaels Mission overlooking Hemlock Lake with a 1000 beautiful, quiet, 
private wooded acres dotted with vineyards. Lots of room inside | out. 
Beautiful Church, a gym, individual family quarters with bath, meeting 
rooms, all meals prepared by professionals, and much more. 

HOW TO 
GET MORE -
INFORMATION 

WRITE: 
Family Camp 
P.O. Box 32 
Webster. N.Y. 
14580 

Or. CALL: 
(716)225-2434 
(716) 872-2798 

. "(315) 331-154.3 
"Wayne County 
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