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O Q R 'Passages' AReOne a t f tb Jesas 
By FATHER 

BENEDICT E H M A N N 

Each Lent and Ho ly Week 
and Easter, it's as if I'd never 
been away. Each t ime, I'm 
back where I began. Past 
and present become each 
other 's faces. I know wha-t it 
is. I know W h o it is — Jesus, 
" t he same, • yesterday and 
t oday " . D idn ' t He say, " I am 
w i t h you a lways" . And so 
indeed He is.i as I have 

f ound H im to be — most of 
a l l , each Lent and Ho ly 
Week and Easter, now over 
70 of them in the boun t i f u l 
span my grajcious God has 
granted me. 

Each year! it never fai ls, 
that same poignant- tender 
presence ofj H im in the 
beaut i fu l pajschal l i turgies 
— the cross of ashes o n the 
brow, the cal l to penance, 
the gospel-pj lgr image f rom 

L a z a R o s Rifses 
By FATHER 

ALFRED MCBRIDE 

A recent best seller en­
t i t l e d L i f e a f t e r L i f e 
recounts stories of people 
w h o apparen t l y d ied and 
revived to tell the tale. Most 
of them speak of some k ind 
of luminous experiences. 
These interviews w i t h those 
w h o have had some k ind of 
brink experience are up-to-
date versions of the cen-

' t u r i es o l d a t t e m p t t o 
penetrate the barrier bet­
ween this life and the next. 
In the V i c to r i an Age, fake 
spiritualists du|>ed wealthy 
o ld ladies in to th ink ing they 
were talking to "dear old 
Harry." 

The " remarkab le t h i ng 
abou t the Lazarus story is 
that there is no news f r o m 
beyond the grave. The 

. b ib l i ca l account shows no 
•it in terest ' rfV the t r ip Lazarus 

took. No one is quo ted 
v asking h im abou t the sights 

and sounds of his journey 
v i n to the rea lm of death . Nor 

is he. Nor has he left us any 
vo lun ta ry account of the 
event. 

It might be fair to con­
c lude that e i ther the journey 
in to the next l i fe held no 
interest for the people of the 
t imes, or tha t Lazarus had 
nothing to tell them anyway. 
The b ib l i ca l account seems 
more interested in the hopes 
of the l i v ing than in the 
haunts of the dead. The 
Lazarus story is less about 
the corr idors of death and 
more abou t the v is ion of 
e terna l l i fe. The atmosphere 
of the morgue yields to the 
f a i t h i n s i g h t i n t o 
resurrect ion. 

The c ruc ia l d i s t inc t ion is 
be tween resusci tat ion and 
r esu r rec t i on . In 
resusci tat ion our mor ta l 
body returns to l i fe as is. In 
resurrect ion w e are reborn 
w i t h a g lo r i f i ed body that is 
st i l l our ioriginal person bu t 
myster iojusly t r a n s f o r m e d 
by God's power. W h e n St. 
Paul was'asked the quest ion 
abou t wha t our g lo r i f i ed , 
risen persons would look 
l ike, he resorted to the 
image of a seed and a plant. 
The seed becomes the 
glorious plant, but the seed 

Economics 
red to 

The everyday prob lems 
tha t lay1 peop le face as 
c o n s u m e r s , p r o d u c e r s , 
investors and employers w i l l 
become study mater ia l fo r 
clergymen at a weekend 
conference in Batavia next 
mon th . 

" A ba lanced, tac tua l v iew 
of the Amer i can economic 
sys tem" is promised by the 
sponsors,, the Col lege of 
Con t i nu ing Educat ion at 
R o c h e s t e r I n s t i t u t e of 
T e c h n o l o g y a n d t h e 

has a c h i e v e d an ex­
t raord inary fnew existence. 
There was jenough about 
Christ's Eastler body-person 
t h a t i t wjas even tua l l y 
r e c o g n i z a b l e t o t h e 
Apost les Bjut there was 
much that < was different 
about it to the point that the 
Apost les d idn ' t know h im at 
first. 

W e shou ld read the 
Lazarus stojy for its dual 
themes of qompassion and 
resurrection.! The death -of a 
loved one always causes 
grief. Jesus knows such 
sorrow and Jis not ashamed 
to cry when he hears the 
news and ŝ ees the grave. 
Once.again Cod reaches out 
to share in ihe to ta l human 
experience. God mourns. 
Yet this is not the who le 
story. If one has a sp i r i tua l 
life now through union with 
God , this w i l l con t inue 
desp i te" death . A t death, 
then, l i fe is changed, not 
taken . awa4. Un ion w i t h 
Christ here means, un ion 
w i t h h im in the resurrect ion 
hereafter, j 

In recent years there has 
been so m u c h emphasis on 
the good and fulfilling life 
here, there \\ an impression 
that ei ther there is no af­
ter l i fe, or else it doesn' t 
mean m u c h ! No one who 
has a spiritual life, a lifelong 
love af fa i r w i t h G o d cou ld 
bel ieve this qr bear it. When 
one excludesj Easter and the 
a f ter l i fe f rorq belief then the 
death knel l flor a l l Chr ist ian 
f a i t h h a s ' t o l l e d . I t 
u l ^ m a t e l y means we are 
th rown back on our o w n 
resources fand condemned 
to ca tch what we can before 
the end. > 

\ 
r e s u s c i t a t i o n o f 
is a sign of the 

The 
Lazarus 
forthcoming (resurrection of 
Christ and a promise of 
Lazajrus' owjn resurrect ion 
af ter his second death . The 
momenta ry reprieve is a 
stunning mirac le to teach us 
that we need not fear that 
d e a t h is Ithe end o f 
everyth ing. Christ does not 
free us f r om oy ing, bu t f rom 
the threat trjat there is no 
more. W e w i l l have our 
Good Friday indeed. Bu t 
there is a great Easter in our 
fu tu re . j 

Seminar 
Clergy 
E c o n o m i c ! E d u c a t i o n 
Foundat ion for Clergy, 

f o r 

The co 
of its sort in 
scheduled 
B a t a v i a ' s 
People f r om 
b u s i n e s s , 
agr icu l ture 
presentat ion; 
economists, 
ob ta ined f 
Cranson at 
Educat ion, 71 

H<. 

W 

Uu 

nfefence, the 14th 
this region, is 
Ap r i l 9-12 at 

o l i d a y I n n . 
the world of 
l a b o r a n d 

i l l respond to 
by univers i ty 

Retai ls may be 
Ms. Terry 

RIT-Cont inuing 
6-475-2141. 

r o m 

darkness to l ight, the palms 
and Hosannas, the Tenebrae 
l a m e n t s f o r t he . los t 
Jerusalem and the ru ined, 
Temple, the Cenacle in 
ga the r ing fo r the f i r s t 
fcucharist, the footwashing, 
the unvei l ing of the cross 
a n d t h e p i e r c i n g . 
Reproaches, the sabbath-
day rest in the tomb, the f i re 
struck in the darkness and 
sett ing al ight the Easter 
candle and the hundreds of 
candles the peop le are 
ho ld ing in the dark church, 
the wake-service in the deep 
c a v e r n s of t h e O l d 
Testament, the f i rst A l le lu ia 
and the Exodus-song to the 
Risen Jesus, the water-
l i turgy and the bapt ism of 
the catechumens, and then, 
at the summit , the Easter 
banquet of the Lamb of 
God , w h o was slain for us, 
who rose for us, and w h o 
now rises in each of us, as 
we rise in H im . 

Yes, in it al l — each year 
— there is the same bit­
tersweet presence of our 
Jesus — not repeating, but 
rev iv ing His once- for -a l l 
d e a t h a n d b u r i a l and 
resurrect ion, wjhich goes on 
and on th rough al l t ime's 
centur ies unt i l the end, and 
wh ich is l ived ou t in the 
celebrat ions and the ex­
per iences of His fa i th -
commun i t y , the Church — 
the same1 now as in the 
beginning, the same that; 
w i l l con t inue t o be. even as 
it is now. 

And my heart rises, 
because it is raised, to the 
Lord. "Past and present 
become each other's faces," 
because they are the same 
face, the Face of Jesus. It is 
Jesus, .who sti l l lives and 

does, in us His Church, wha t 
He l ived to do and endure 
w h e n He was w a l k i n g 
among us in the f lesh. Our 
paschal l i turgies are not 
p lay-act ing. They are not a 
Passion Play. It is not a 
m im ic ry that holds us, nor 
nostalgic reminiscing. But, 
in them, our Paschal Jesus 
reproduces, here and now in 
us w h o are His Church, the 
unending Passover of His 
death and resurrect ion. 

Yes, Jesus' Passover has 
become our Passover; * n d 
this is how it comes about : 

all of us w h o were, 
b a p t i z e d i n t o Chr i s t 
Jesus were bapt ized in to 
His death. W e were 
bur ied therefore w i t h 
H im by bapt ism in to 
death; so that as Christ 
rose f r o m the dead in the 

glory of the Father, thus 
we also might walk in 
newness of l i f e . " W e 
have this f r om St. Paul in 
the greatest of his letters 
(Romans 6: 3-4). 

S ince Jesus, in o u r 
baptism, identifies us with 
His Passover, and has 
gathered us up in to it so that 
the "passages" of our l i fe, 
f r om b i r th to death, become 
one w i t h His, it is our 
burden, but even more our 
pr iv i lege, to embrace the 
wo rd of Paul; 

" I have been cruc i f ied 
w i t h Christ, but I l ive — 
yet no longer I, but Christ 
lives in me, and the l i fe I 
now l ive in the f lesh I l ive 
in the fa i th of the Son of 
C o d , w h o loved me and 
gave Himself up for me." 
(Galat ians 2: 20). 

Are we real ly awake to al l 

vfmc ' 

of this? This is our Chr ist ian 
estate, our heritage. But 
many of us "d i s t ance " 
ourselves from Jesus. We 
th ink of H im as someone far 
out beyond us. W e do not 
feel His touch within us. Not 
that He isn't there: af ter a l l , 
we are bapt ized . It 's rather 
that we are outside of Him, 
by our forget fu lness, our 
blindness to the inner light, 
our deafness to the inner 
voice. The c i rc le he has 
drawn contains us; but the 
circles we draw do not 
contain Him. Or at least 
that 's the way it seems, only 
too o f ten . 

Is the band of Jesus' 
sensitive disciples a small 
one? W h y w i l l not more of 
us be sensitized to what He 
is real ly do ing among us, 
and become f i red w i t h 
enthusiasm to take part w i t h 

H im, this year as perhaps 
never before, in the coming 
ce lebrat ion of His passion, 
death and resurrection? 

W e w i l l discover, more 
clearly than ever, that it is 
our sins He bore, our 
burdens that He carr ied 
Assisting at the Ho ly Week 
l i turgies, we plead gu i l ty to 
the anguish our sins in­
f l i c ted on H im and accept 
gra te fu l ly and joy fu l l y the 
heal ing pardon He won for 
us. 

If on ly a smal l -number 
share in the Ho ly Week 
l i turgies, and the others 
absent themselves because 
of other concerns, might not 
Jesus' words to the healed 
leper come to mind? " W e r e 
not ten made clean? But 
where are the other n ine?" 
(Luke17:17) . 

VISIT cable-weidemer's 
FINE GOURMET DEPARTMENT 

FEATURING 
Extensive Collection 

of 
GOURMET LINE" 

F O R T H E H O M E 

it 

COPPER COOKING WARE 
FONDUE SETS 
GERMAN CUTLERY 
WOK SETS , 
POT RACKS '• 
CAKE DECORATING SETS 
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cable-wiedemer 
283-291 CENTRAL AVE.»ROCHESTER,*716-454-7494 

Park in bur rear lot or front of store 
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