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COURIER-JOURNAL Wednesday, March 8,1978 

{•Editorials-

Commendation 
It is our - fee l ing that the bishops of the U n i t e d 

States deserve empathy . \ 

They announce their oppos i t ion to l ibera l ized 
abor t ion and and the Nat iona l Organ iza t ion of 
W o m e n impj ies tha t they are un-Amer ican and 
subt ly l inks them w i t h the John Birch Society,! 
the KKK and other ext reme right w ing groups. i 

They suppor t the new Panama Canal treaties! 
and many, inc lud ing un th ink ing Cathol ics, imp ly 
that they are part and . parcel t o ' a Commun is t 
takeover of that count ry . •* 

They suppor t that great apost le of peace. 
Pope Paul V I , in his caill fo r w o r l d d isarmament 
and they are categor ized as p romo t ing Com
munist dom in i on of t h e w o r l d . 

It seems that they are the perfect ob jec t of the 
darned if you do, darned i* you don ' t syndrome. 
The rightists cal l t hem too l iberal , the left ists 
ca l l them too conservat ive. 

f 
We l l , bishops, let us te l l you something. You 

must be do ing someth ing right. We apprec ia te 
your ef for ts in an o f ten thankless atmosphere. 
For some 2,000 years, no one has been perfect . 
So you w i l l p robab ly make mistakes but it is in 
the t ry ing that you hope fu l l y w i l l f i nd 
sat is fact ion. 

And please make note. Your leadership on so 
many issues that a lmost defy proper ..solution is 
indeed apprec ia ted. 

Choose Life 
Have no d o u b t abou t it. The Church is op

posed" to the restorat ion of the death penal ty , 
wh i ch w i l l be considered by the present session 
of the State Legislature. ; 

No one can c la im that this issue is a s imple 
one As are most of the societal p rob lems oc
cupy ing our a t ten t ion these days it is complex 
and and tends t o be div is ive. In order t o prov ide 
leadership for Cathol ics on this issue, the 
bishops of New York State have sent a message 
to the legislators s tat ing their oppos i t i on t o 
capi ta l punishment . " I n do ing so, " a cover le t ter 
w i t h the short s tatement , says, " t h e bishops o f 
New York State j o in w i t h the bishops of the 
Un i ted States in urg ing that proposals to enaet 
or restore cap i ta l pun ishment be de fea ted . " 

The statement is clear: " W e ho ld that the 
heart of the Christ ian t rad i t ion is the bel ief that 
no person is beyond the mercy of C o d and 
therefore not to be beyond the bounds of human 
mercy. We1 w ish t o endorse and adop t the 
November 1974 resolut ion of the bishops of the. 
Un i ted States, th rough the U.S. Cathol ic Con
ference (a f f i rmed recent ly by the Pont i f i ca l 
Commiss ion for Justice and Peace): W e go on 
record in opposition to capital punishment." 

The death penal ty and its possible restorat ion 
is just one of many t i ck l i sh prob lems con f ron t i ng 
us. W e congratulate the bishops for providing 
leadership on a number of these difficult sub
jects. 

They oppose restorat ion of cap i ta l punishr 
ment . 

They oppose l ibera l ized abor t ion . 
.They suppor t new treaties for the Panama" 

Cana l . . , 
•i, They urge support of disarmament in the 
world. 

Well Done, CIM 
Plaudits to the Elmira ecumenical group that 

sponsors the Christian Institute of Man lecture 
series. The winter adult education series listed 
seven speakers this year, offering a quality 

;educational opportunity to the Elmira com
munity. 

This year, the theme was Christians and a 
Changing World; Toward an'; Ethic of Personal 

Responsibility. Speakers adressed the ethical 
implications in developments concerning the 
family, science, economics, politics and the 
foo<p supply. I 

The C I M jlectures began in 1971, sponsored:by 
a g roup of Catho l ics ; The ' e f for t ' bedame 
ecumenical in 1973 and through the support of. 
several Chemung County Catholic parishes and 
the Elmira cluster of Protestant Chutehes, it has 
been offered each year, except fpr a 1977 hiatus,, 
>,- Tne C I M iserfes is a edffjmejid|able examplej o f 

ecumenical cooperation. 

' V-
,k -., 

on 
ME Weekend 
Constructive 
Editor: 

In the article "Retreat 
Stresses Marriage Com
munications" (Courier-Jou
rnal. 2/22/78) some phrases 
and comparisons were made 
between Marriage t Com
munications Retreat and 
iMarriage Encounter.! 

j Perhaps our deep Relief in 
|ME made us feel indignant 
ibecause in this article ME 
!seemed to come adross as 
second best. These phrases 
were inside quotation marks 
concerning ME. "No group 
i n t e r a c t i o n " and "very 
structured and intense." 
Taken in context it read as if 
these were detrimental as 
o p p o s e d to M a r r i a g e 
Communications which was 
described as stressing 
weekend experiences " in a 
^nondestructive way." 

j We bel ieve in the 
jstruicture of the ME 
(weekend — that it is 
(necessary for couples to 
concentrate on each other 
jalone, in ordejr to learn over 
lagain to lovb and accept 
each other first, then to 
grow outward to parish and 
.community from there. 

! I'm very suite that ME,and 
|Marriage Communications 
(share common goals, 
inamely. "To find out where 
they are in their marriage" 
and; to bring couples 
together in love. 

Our methods may vary 
and the concepts vary some 
but I am concerned by the 
inference of one being 
superior to the other. I hope 
no couple considering ME 
wi l l view it in this light. 

Robert and Beth Bums 
17BantaSt. 

Phelps, N.Y. 14532 

Sister's Work 
Commended 
Editor: 

"Christ wills not the death 
of the sinner, but that he be 
converted and live." 

The following words of 
commendation and high 
praise are written in tribute 
to Sister Kathleen Kircher, 
SSJ, of the diocesan Office 
of Family Life, who is going 
about bringing a message of 
hope to divorced and 
separated Catholics . and 
also to those who have 
remarried. 

Let me not presume to 
insult the intelligence of our 
people by explaning what 
Sister said, or to imply that 
her message was not clear 
Rather may I emphasize the 
importance of her message 
and make a strong appeal to 
all whom it can help to 
listen and heed. 

To the divorced and 
separated, you are not 
barred from the sacraments! 
You have the same op
portunities for Cod's grace 
and the same obligations of 
assisting at Mass, receiving 
the, sacraments and prac
ticing the Catholic Faith as 
any other Catholic. Your 
first step is to come to 
Confession! Then continue 
to live in God's grace and 
friendship with a happy 
heart. 

For those divorced or 
separated remarried before 
y o u r e t u r n t o t he 
sacraments your marital 
status must be reviewed by 
the M a t r i m o n i a l T r ibuna l of 

the diocese. This process is 
ordinarily begun in your 
parish. You are urged to 
contact a priest Or a sister 
who wil l kindly help you to 
get started on a solution and 
pray for you that the doors 
wil l be opened for your 
return to the sacraments. 

"Creator of the-earth and 
sky ' 

To whom all truth and 
power belong 

Grant us your, truth to 

:tm m 
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working wi th the 
a large- Indian v 

Senecas in 
"age near 

• I PONT WANT TO SEE THE.MOVIE/ I PONT 
LIKE THE I PEA OF CLOSE ENCOUNTERS 
OF A N V K I N P / * 

make us wise 
Grant us your power to 

make us strong. 
-The Divine Office 

Leonard A. Kelly 
Pastor Emeritus 

Church of the Assumption 
Fairport, N.Y. 

Victor in 1669. He remained 
in the ministry 
Senecas until 1 D84 
Jesuit missione 
Rochester area 

SJ Missions 
Dated 1669 
Editor: 

A typographical error on . 
the Vocation Directory page 
in the March 1 issue of the 
Courier-) ou ma I represents 
the Jesuits as coming to 
Rochester in 1639. The, date 
should read 1669. We have 
evidence from the Jesuit 
Relations that at least by 
1669 Father James Fremin 
had come from Canada to 
the Seneca territory at the 
request of theISenecas and 
had established a mission in 
a Seneca village, near East 
Bloomfield. Another Jesuit, 
Father Julien Gamier, from 
Three Rivers in Canada, was 

of the 
Other 

rs in the 
in the late 

17th century were Father 
Peter Raffiex, 1670-1672; 
Father John Rierion, 1673-
1.677; Father James Bruyas, 
1673. There was at least, one 
additional missipn station at 
an Indian viUageinear Lima. 

The Jesuits did not return 
to a permanent lesidence in 
Rochester unt i l ; at the in
vitation of Bisnop James 
Kearney, thev opened 
McQuaid Jesuit High School 
in 1954. 

Fathei- William C. 
McCusker, S| 

1800 Clinton Ave. S. 
Rochester, N.Y. 14618 

More Letters 
on Page 6 

•A 

Editor: 

Church Position on Disarmament, Canal Treaties 
Government. ! 

I am of the opinion that 
the Courier-Journal is the 
voice of the Cathol ic 
Diocese of Rochester. 
However. I certainly hope 
this is not the case. I have 
been reading this paper for 
a number of years. The 
trend of this publication has 
seemingly been slanted 
toward support of issues not 
c o n d u c i v e t o C a t h o l i c 

teachings. After reading 
your last t w o copies, Feb. 15 
and 22. I am compelled to 
express to you my feelings 
and opinions. 

I wil l only briefly state my 
opposition to a few issues 
and dwell on the very 
current and critical issue of 
the Panama Canal treaties. 
First, your "holier than 
thou" support of the United 

Nations disarmament 
sessions, that w i l l take p lace 

May 23 to June 28, the only 
agreement that will be 
accepted wil l be a unilateral 
disarmament by the United 
States. This has been seen 
readily in our ' giveaway 
program at SALT meetings. 
We are presently rapidly 
approaching a second-class 
world power.' 

You stand against our 
only means of Communist 
res is tance in A f r i c a , 
Rhodesia, amd South Africa 
because of the black vote 
issue. I agree b ro the rhood 
probably should prevail but 
if these countries lose out, a 
blood bath wil l prevail. Not 
one word by your paper 
states the condition of .other 
countries in Africa under 
Communist rule where 
human rights are defiled; 

fCQUmjER-JOURNAL) 
Bishop Joseph L. Hogan 

President 

Anthony J. Costello 
Publisher & 

GenerattyvAanalser 

Carmen J. Yiglucci 
>r • ''. 

Your support df the 
Panama Canal treaties was 
the final straw." It is in
credible that, with the facts 
available, you would dare 
sol ic i t support of the 
diocese. First, the canal was 
purchased at a price of 
$166,326,173 (real dollars). 
This is more than we paid 
for any other property over 
wh ich we ho ld Sovereignty. 

Last year we paid Panama 
$243,197,000 by our 
presence there. • We have 
honored every agreement 
and paid, every bi l l . Yet, we 
are being harassed * by 
subversive groups which 
defile our flag and invade 
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our n j 
Panamanian people or our 

>lt is known that Omar, 
Torrijos is a Communist 
sympathizer. He is most 
friendly with Castro and the 
leaders in Moscow. Even 
before the treaty has been. 
considered, Communist! 
"advisors" are entering; 
Panama. Torrijos is also aj 
ruthless d ic ta to r sup-j 
pressing religious freedom! 
and human rights. If this! ' 
t reaty is ra t i f i ed , the 
Communist takeover of 
Panama will be assured. If 
Archbishop McGrath is not 
aware of this, he is either 
very ignorant of the facts or 
blinded by propaganda. " 

I strongly resent your 
paper's stand. It is in direct 
contrast to Catholic beliefs, i 
I also resent being solicited 
and hope to Cod you do not 1 
express the desires of our 
Caitholic teachers. 

i 

I . Robert Haslip; 
16 White Birch Circle 
Rochester, N.Y. 14624; 

Editor's Note: Pope Paul 
VI (Courier-Journal, Dec. 28, 
1977, Jan. 11,1978,) strongly 
urged the idea of disar
mament and also : Com
mended the upcoming 
United Nations; Assembly 
meeting on disarmament. 
"These hopes (for peace) are 
confirmed by the I next 
Special Session ofj the 
General Assembly of the 
United Nations devoted to 
the problem of, disar 
mament/' He • also! talked 
about " the absolute 
necessity of Peace ~-.-peace 
not founded on the power of 
«ms that today•'•ĵ r.e^rsen., 
dowed with t a f o M f t t t f l i 
destructive capacity (let us 
recall Ine-trage<ly^>it4»p^») 
»••! More recently] Ir* 

chbishop, Agosti no Casaroli, 
the Vatican's tori diplomatic 
negotiator, strongly urged 
t o t a l a n d gene ra l 
disarmament and1 indicated 
that the U.N. is the best 
hope for implementing a 
new internation »l, order (or 
peace. Last week the U.S. 
Bishops Administrat ive 
Board echoed the Pope's 
call for disarmament and 
fhe Vat ican's j; 1976 in
tervention at the United 
Nations when it said "the 
arms race is jo. be con
demned unreserved ly " 
Speaking before the Senate 
Foreign Relations Com
mittee on the ({anal treaty, 
C a r d i n a l |o| r n K r o l , 
representing the U.S. 
Catholic Conference, noted 
that in 197S ant I 1976 the 
USCC and the bishops both 
adopted., statements sup
porting- a new 
treaty on the cin 
our view in 1975 
and it is our view 
a new treaty 
acknowledges in 
and in fact Panamanian 
sovereignity oyet its own 
territory is a requirement of 
justice and peact between 
our two naiiqns." Ar 
chbishop Marcos McGrath 
is the bishop o the ar
chdiocese of Panama and is 
a long t i m e a r d * n | supporter 
of a new tahal Realty 

S.-Pananm 
j I. " I t waY 
and 1976, 

faday, that 
which 

principle 

Letters intended for 
publication rrtust be 
addressed to Opinion, 
Cour ier -Journal , 67 
Chestnut St.; Rochester, 
N^14«04: ' 

no ..\'T;Bey..fshould|}be 
longer^ than ,1 112 pages, 
it^&M&ib ^spaced, 
i r t f W M i f ^ k ' - M n o , ad 
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