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BY JOAN M. SMITH

my ' motivating iforce,”
claimed Michael ilonni,
the Bishop Kearney senior

ambassador to Japan by the

for Understanding 1Organi-
zation. His selection for the
honor (one of nine from the
Atlantic coast) was based on
_ his interest in the program,
his academic records,
teacher recommendations
and . interviews at {county
and state levels.

fW‘hy does the { Orient
rather than Europe [interest
himé “The Oriental,” he
explained, “is somewhat

diffegrent and exotic and I've |

wanied to see how alperson
would adapt to a culture so
dlfferent from his own.”

HIS predominant interests
are in the country’s religious
culltures and philosophies;
visiting Hiroshima tojsee its
development since {World
War 1l and Kyoto which he
has heard is thel most
beautiful spot in {Japan.
Also, he’s happy abqut the

. By JOHN DOSEJ
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Aquinas h
defenseman }im Brown is
having the time -of his life
right now with the “junior”
Rochester Monarchs of the
New York-Penn Hockey
League, a cut or three above
the, local Monroe County
ngp School Hockey circuit.

i

And if veteran hockey
observers are correct, the | |
Aquinas senior has a Wwhale | i
of a hockey future ahead of
h|m

While many fans| who
have watched Bfown
mature and improve on the
icein the past four jyears
predict big star status jn the
sport a few years down the
road, Brown is only| con- .
cerned for the moment,
where he’ll hang his hat this

fall :

“I'm just looking 4t the
colleges right now; that’s the
maxp thing,” Brown !says.
“You never know what'’s
going to happen.”

Flis grades are fairly good
— lgood enough to earn
hockey scholarship look-em-
ovel trips to a number of
colleges and. universities
including Notré - Dame,
Michigan, Waisconsin,
Colgate, Browd and
Clarkson.
Brown says when he
aml/es on a particular
campus he’s found he has to
look out for himself. There’s
nobody there who really

. holds his hand.

When he gets back home .
he shares the experience
with his parents and.
Monarchs’ .coach Andy
Laifig . . whom -Brown
des$ibes as “more than a:
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“Friends and family -are

who was chosen junior-

Teenage Diplomats| Youth \

s MIKE MILONNI

fact that the Star Festival, a
populan end-of-the-summer
celebration will be in
progress while he’s there.

As far as the Japanese
language is concerned, Mike
will be spending . time in
Maryland with  Japanese
officials who will teach him
its elements as well as
acquaint "him with the
country’s cultural aspects.
Mike will reside in Japan
from mid-June to mid-
August, first living at the

~ The Monarchs -aré.in the
thick of the championship in
the NY-P| topping the heap
by three< points with seven
games m play; then come
the playoffs.

Brown has always played
defense ;and he’s always
been a 'big one by com-
parison with his hockey
peers — right now he stands
6-3 and weighs 200; as a
freshman at AQ he stood
about 6-even §d weighed
180.

He hasn’t always played.

hockey exclusively however.

“l played the first two
years on the freshman-JVv
football teams. They got a
little rough though! so !
figured 1'd get out and play
an easy game,” he says with
tongue in cheek.

He was deep into hockey
before he arrived at
Aquinas. He started when he
was 8 years old ‘in Canton,
NY, where his parents lived
at the time.

He’s never had the desire
to move into . another
pasition dlthough he admits
he does like to put the puck
in the net once in awhile.

1 like to have everytd‘ung
in. front of me; you: don’t
have to kéep turning around
to look for the puck ” he
explams | l

. ' His Nk L hero is’ Jerryf'

Korab, a defenseman w:th ‘ seéontfv%éf
[

_the Butfalo Sabres

“He’s about my main man
in the NHL — Jerry Korab —
he's big jand rough.” His
AHL favaorite lsl John Bed- .
narski, a former Rochester
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" real surprise’

. has. predltted el'eva*teo
"Americad  who’s now. -status in the
coaoh." e wmd e tataln 2L playing W'th New Hayep., yor 04“ %‘91‘8{‘:« u.hd%‘i T

signment in Japan

U.S. embalssy in Tokyo and
then with & Japanese family.

. -During hlq stay he will not
.. only be: learning but

teaching. iBecause }apan’s
school tefm extends into
July, Miké will be giving
classes in English and basic
elements! of American
living. '

Mike flts well into the
d:plomnatxo role, easy to talk
with and well aware of his
responsibilities. His con-
fidence that he’ll measure
up to theitask cofes from
his efforts in many en-
deavors; {National Honor
Society and BK Student
Governmeint member; - a
pianist who has given solo
performances at St. john
Fisher and: at present s
preparing ffor a concert at
Our Lady] of Mercy High
School, March 4; and the
commitment he considers
essential +— his three-year
membershlp in  Junior
Achleveme]\nt.

At prel:sent, he isn’t
connectediwith a particular
JA company but refers to
himself asa public relations
man, v:s:tlng coordmatmg

Brown l’ecently visited
Sherbrooke, Quebec, for a
couple of| days after a
representative of that

hockey team caught onel of
‘Brown’s pqrformances ll] a

Monarchs’ game Jat
Lakeshore Rinks. §

[
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Brown éxplains that he-

was told more or less that he
could ﬂum'P right into the
pros if he played with the
Sherbrooke team for two or
‘three years.

“But that’s so shaky. You
have to be a real standout;
that’s super hockey. | was
surprised atl the difference.”

if Blrown did play for
Sherbrooke] it could mess
up his eligibility for U.S.
college hockey, he adds,
arid he doesn’t want that to

happen

If thmgs;go right, Brown
could end up being drafted
by} an NHIl (or WHA) pro
team anyway .

| o

’They re draftmg as many
college' players into the pros
as they are he j juniors. Your
chances ate fairly good,
even if you go to college "

$rown made 3 choxce asa.
junior to | go: with the-
Manarchs instead of playing

- schigol hockey ﬁpr Aquinas.

Aclually{, Brown|e6uld: have
moyed lllp tp the-Moharchs

' pla}sl for:the
venue llcers ?
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Wh’enfl\é
NY-P, it |didn‘t icqme as
‘to |“Aquina

Coach Bill Lukesohas . who

sport:for Brow

, challenge hlm
re lyear, but .

) vnt:e%ersa

did '|u|}np to the °

- Circle, 85 -for . the.w
’:E?Qr Bical,

and -advising the 34 com-
panies. A main duty in this
PR capacity has bein his
speaking at Eastman ,odak
and Gleason Worlgs buslness
dinners, stressing the im-
portance of JA. l

When he returjs fro’m his

sojourniin Japan,jMike will
attend ' St.  John Fisher
College 'to major 1n Ptiysncs
He admitted that everisince
he was a youngsterg he’s
been interested inspage and
“medicine. He dnticipates
combin}ng theses interests
into a future with the u.s.
space ptogram. ;

Mike is confident of his
talents: but takes; his
achieveéments in stride,
malntalnlng a dowln toiearth
manner. He stresses the
importance’ of Erienc}lshlp.,
All his endeavors have'been
fun he 'declared, |“Becduse
all of my friends have:been
a part of them.” l 1
! 1

He also attributes hlS
success to his BK educatio

“Which gave' |me ! t'he'.

tremendous oppoftuhity to
participate in Il these
programs.”

e looks back, he
considers playing dt AQ in
his sophompre yean a s|ight
mistake because he|realizes
now the competitjon ijust,
wasnttheré :
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He foun
hockey at the high schoot-
level wasn’t as tough o as
hard as it fnirst was for I
In fact he is J
feeling his %ats in the NY-P:

too and he has to be careful’

that he doesn't get tareless

~and end up on Laing’s

““other list.”' :
"He's honest with | hi Aself:
. to realize he has tq find a'
"really good| | college hogkey
program that will mdre:tHaj

i it werem't fp
Monarchs however,
doesn’t - think he’
lookmg ‘at Notre Par
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- Kathy Engard, a (
Meoney:, - sophomoti
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