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By Bishop Joseph L. Hogan 

The Stranger at the Well 
The story of the Samaritan woman , that we heard in 

last Sunday's l i turgy, is sureily one of the most st irr ing 
narratives in the New tes tament . It has color, 
d ia logue, dranjia — everything required for a 
magni f icent shdrt story. It presents an unforget tab le 

p ic ture of Jesus: weary, s i t t ing 
by the we l l , yet alert to the 
needs 'o f a lonely woman. The 
character of the Samaritan 
woman is marvelously drawn. 
She appears to be so self-
conf ident , so aggressive, so sure 
of her ground, so gl ib in her 

[. .conversation; yet beneath the 
surface she is seen to be a 

; lonely, insecure woman . It is 
signif ijcant that she comes to the 
wel l ^ lone. For in an or iental 
t own coming to get water at the 
social event f o r - t h e women, 

someth ing l ike jour cof fee hour: it was a popular 
gather ing p l a c e w h e r e they exchanged greetings and 
news. The factTthat the Samaritan woman d id not 
come to the we l l when theiother women d id suggests 
strongly that she may have been out of favor w i th 
them. So she comes alone. 

To her surprise, when she arrives at the we l l , ex­
pect ing to b&,a lone, she meets a Stranger and the 
meet ing changes her l i fe. I t is wo r th not ing how in the 
story she comes progressively to real ize more fu l ly 
who this Stranger is. At f irst, he is just an ordinary 
person to her, am ordinary' Jew. She asks: " H o w is i t / 
that you , a Jew, asks a drink of me who am a 
Samaritan woman? Something abou t h im, however, 
makes her see thait he is a person deserving of special 
respect. So we f ind her addressing him as: 'Sir ' Me 
speaks w i th her, responds to her questions, talks to her 
in a way that rio one had ever ta lked before She 

experiences a new insight. She recognizes him as a\ 
prcjphet; " I see that you are a prophet . " f i na l l y , as' 
they cont inue to speak, she is overwhelmed by his 
presence and insights and asks the quest ion: "Can this 
be the Messiah?" 

The story of the Samaritan woman is the story ot a 
very human person look ing for meaning in l i fe (she 
had gone through f ive marriages in search of l ife's 
meaning); It is the story of a woman probing the 
religious values that had been given to her and f inal ly 
coming to realize that this Stranger at the wel l had 
of fered her the answers she was looking for. 
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the story of the Samaritan woman is the 
one of us: look ing for deeper meaning 

bing the values that have been handed 
and str iv ing to make them our own or to 

em w i th a better set of values. We cannot 
tand the Christ ian answer to the r iddle ot 
t i l l we have begun to confront the right 

We cannot be satisfied simply w i th a fa i th 
system that has been handed down to us 

e have never made our own by personal 
on. We cannot come to understand how 
Stranger at the wel l means to us unt i l we 
face to face w i t h the stark real i ty that l i te 
ning for us w i thout God and wi thout the 

reveals Cod to us 

Sometimes parents, f ind it d i f f i cu l t to watch their 
chi ldren qi .est ioning values and truths which to them 
seem unas^ ai lable. Yet asking questions about ta i th is 
not the same thing as reject ing it; indeed, asking 
questions may be a necessary step tor young people 
and older toward making Christ ian fa i th and values 

Lent — A Sense of PassingTime 
Following is the text of the address goven by Pope 

Paul V I du r ing the general audience on Wednesday, 
Feb. 8. 

The Church has always . given a normat ive im­
por tance to the succession of t ime dur ing the annual 
chrono log ica l cycle, and distr ibutes therein, w i th 
great preciseness, its- pedagogy, both spiritual and 
ascetic. Lent is special per iod, an impor tant per iod. 

We must be aware of this 
tradit ional [ d-isciplirie of the 
ChurcTi, wh ich confers on the 
calendar a part icu lar author i ty and 
[gives a spiritual sense of passing 
time. 

« 
the week a ho 

A member of the fa i th fu l cannot 
Ibe indi f ferent to the solar and 

Jseasona l succession of the days, as 
" i f they were al l the same, and d id 
'Snot require to be l ived in a certa in 
| w a y . We know how impor tan t the 
^week ly d is t r ibu t ion of the days is. 
' Even in the,c iv i l calendar it.has its 

law, wh ich declares the f irst day of 
iday and wh ich imposes on the 

Christ ian a special rel igious observance, that is, 
par t i c ipa t ing in the Mass, in the commun i t y , l i turg ica l 
assembly in ce lebrat ion of the sacred W o r d and of the 
euchar ist ic sacr i f ice. 

The recent Couhc i l con f i rmed this norm as'a result 
of wh ich " t he Lord's Day is the or ig inal feast day, and 
it should be proposed to the fa i th fu l arid taught to 
thiem so that it may become in fac t a day of joy and of 
f reedom f r o m wo rk . " We .know this we l l ; and we w i l l , 
db well to consider this norm always as fundamental 
in our religious ajid civil behavior, which also leads us 
t o g ive greater i m p o r t a n c e to the per iod that precedes 

and prepares for taster , namely Lerit. 
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of sacramental preparat ion. For the 
baptism, in the first place, for the 
Christians already bapt ized. Lent w i l l 

mere reminder of the f irst great 
generative sacramental already 

wi l l be a -psychological and mora l 
, ou t by bapt ism itself. The lat ter 
acceptance of the faith a lifestyle in 
as from a- logical and mystical prin-
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t o St. Paul's classic vvords: " H e w h o 
righteous shall live?]' an operation 

in the act of development and 

Then Lent is ordained to the reconciliation of 
penitents. The who le doct r ine on sin, commi t ted after 
bapt ism, has here also an inef fable conclus ion, wh ich 
is concentrated in the peace of a conscience restored 
to f r iendship w i th Cod by means of the sacrarftent of 
penance. Thus Lenten preparat ion is crowned w i th 
readiness for • the paschal ce lebrat ion, when the 
eucharist ic sacri f ice w i l l admi t the fa i th fu l to com­
mun ion w i th Christ himself, "ou r paschal lamb, 
sacr i f i ced" for us. 

And around these Sacraments the l i fe of the fa i th fu l 
is pract iced and t ransformed. It is character ized by an 
emphasizing of religious fervor, asceticism and 
charity.. Listening to the d iv ine word becomes more 
at tent ive and assiduous. And if today the Christ ian 
crowds^ have th inned out at systematic Lenten 
preaching, every though t fu l Christ ian should f ind the 
t ime and the pppor tun i t y to at tend at least one Laster 
preparat ion plreached for some part icu lar group, since 
this fo rm of breaching is for tunately, so widespread 
and has become easy of access. Thus the lamp of 
prayer, a lmost inst inct ively, or rather on account of 
the myster ious meet ing w i t h the Spirit, present in the 
soul, is l i t again and confers on the Lenten at­
mosphere a l ight of its own, reminiscent of weeping 
and joy. 

And what has remained of the ob l iga t ion of the 
Lenten fast and abstinence? Once so b inding, so 
severe, and a lmost so . . . r i tua l ized, does nothing 
remain any more? Apar t f rom the two days of fast 
wh ich are s t i l l job l igatory for those capable (that is Ash 
Wednesday and then Good Friday, the "great and 
bi t ter day") , the b ind ing ob l iga t ion of past years has 
been taken away by the- Church, sensitive to the 
changed and:demanding conditions of modem life. 
But what remains for strong, fa i th fu l spirits is all the 
more wor thy of our v ig i lant reco l lec t ion; it can be 
summed u p i i n two words, supplementary to the 
ancient fast ing: personal austeri ty in food , in en­
ter ta inment , jn work . . . in char i ty for our neighbor, 
for those who are suffer ing, who need help, who are 
wa i t i ng j fo r o j j r assistance and our forgiveness A l l 
this remains, as l ikewise remains the ob l igat ion of 
abst inence on every Friday of Lent. In fac t this var ied, 
spontaneous and not always easy program calls for 
our choice, our e f for t , our austeri ty. On ly austeri ty 
makes Christian life strong and authentic. 

Let austerity,- cont rary to the laxity that is 
fashionable today,, be the unostentat ious but sincere 
and strengthening .pract ice of our Christ ian repen­
tance! ! 5s » 

truly their own. 

Sometimes the path to fa i th can be, as it was tor the 
Samaritan woman, a lonely one As someone has said 
" N o one can take your bath fo r you and no one can 
die your death for y o u . " So, no one can l ive your fa i th 
for you. Yet lonely though the path to fa i th may 
sometimes be, there is always the prospect that a long 
that path we may meet the Stranger at the We l l . 
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3 — Priesthood Ord ina t ion , Church of the Assump­
t ion, Fairport — 7:30 p.m. 

3 — Divis ion Directors ' Meeting; — 1:30 p.m. 

15 — Conf i rmat ion , St Lucy Church, Retsof — 3:00 
p.m. 

16 — New York State Bishops' Meet ing, New York City 
— 11:00 a.m. 

7 — Priests' Counci l Meet ing, :Becket Hal l — 10 30 . 
a.m. 

,7 — Divis ion Directors ' Meet ing — 1.30 p m 

8 — Seder Supper, St. Thomas the Apost le Parish. 
Rochester 7:45'p.m. j^ 

9 — Conf i rmat ion , Our Lady of Lourdes Church. 
Rochester — 7:45 p.m 4 

10 — Celebrat ion of Eucharist and Homi ly , Catholic 
School Principals' Day of Recol lect ion, Na /a re th 
Motherhouse — 2:30 p m 

12 — Conf i rmat ion , Holy f a m i l y Church, Auburn — 
2:00 p.m 

12 — Conf i rmat ion , St. Alphonsus Church, Auburn — 
4:30 p.m 

13 — Episcopal Ord ina t ion of Most Reverend Thomas 
). Costel lo D.D.; Cathedral of the Immacu la te Con­
cept ion, Syracuse —.4:00 p.m 

13 — Conf i rmat ion , Sacred Heart Church, Auburn — 
7:45 p.m. 

14 — Divis ion Directors ' Meet ing — 1:30 p m 

16 — Meet ing of the Board of Trustees of Courier 
Journal — 11:30^a.m; 

17 — Conf i rmat ion , Our Lady of Mercy Church, 
Greece — 7:45 pirn. . 

18 —- Diocesan Pastoral Counci l Meet ing, Sheraton 
Inn, Canandaigua — 12 45-4 p m 

19 — Palm Sunday Diocesan Choirs' Concert, St 
1 homas More Church | 

c • ! 

21 — Regional Coordinators ' Meet ing, Pastoral O f f i ce 
- 1 : 0 0 p.m. i 

21 — Diocesan "Chrism Mass, Sacred Heart Cathedral 
- 8 : 0 0 p.m. 

23 — Holy Thursday Celebration of Eucharist and 
Homi ly , St. Thomas the A 
7:45 p.m. 

post le Church, Rochester — 

2 4 — Eddie Mea th Shov*, W H t C - T V , Channel 10 
7:00a.m. [ I 

25 — Radio Meissag^, Family Rosary Network — 7 00 
p.m. - ; i 

26 — Celebrat ion of jResu 
WHEC-TV, Channel 1|0 -

26 — Celebrat ion of Resu 
Sacred Heart Cathedral — 10:00 a m 
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r rect ion Liturgy and Homi ly , 
8:00 a m 

rrect ion Li turgy and H o m i l \ , 


