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By FATHER 
ALFRED MCBRIDE 

No one likes a phony. 
Unmasking a hypocrite 
gives everyone sat is fact ion. 
T o a c e r t a i n e x t e n t , 
everyone has a cover story 
that should be stripped 
away so tha t the real person 
may emerge and grow. In 
next Sunday's readings we 
hear how Jesus helped the 
Samaritan woman remove 
her mask and achievje the 
honesty that brougHt her 
sa lvat ion. There are three 
acts in the story: 

I — In the f i rst act Jesus 
a t tempts to pu t the w o m a n 
at ease. She has at least t w o 
reasons t o be nervous. She, 
a Samar i tan, a lone at a we l l 
in a remote p lace, faces a 
Jew whose re l ig ion she 
disl ikes. Secondly^ she is 
a lone w i t h a strange man. 
J e s u s s p e n d s t i m e 
a l lev ia t ing her fears and 
creat ing trust. He comes 

across asja f r iendly stranger 
asking for a dr ink of water. 
He offers; her the first step 
of salvat ion. Think of the 
words recorded in the 
G o s p e l | o f M a t t h e w , 
"Whoever gives a cup of 
water to one of these lowly 
ones . . . jwi l l not want for 

: reward . " j 

Jesus h ioved the con­
v e r s a t i o n ' t o the topic of 
l iv ing wafjer. In the parched 
l andscapp of Palest ine, 
l iv ing or running water was 
l ike go ld , ' in a sense the soul 
o : the wo'man was ar id and 
ir need off the refreshing and 
foa l i ng wjaters of Christ. He 
has no rope or bucket . Does 
he th ink |he is better than. 
Jacob — patron saint of her 
rel ig ion ±- w h o bu i l t the 
we l l by iwh ich they sat? 
Jesus tel lsjher p la in ly he can 
do even \ bet ter than that 
w i t h water tha t slakes the 
deepest human thirst. 

I I — She now seemed 

suf f iq ient |y relaxed. But she 
was rnissing his point . Jesus 
conf ron ted her w i t h the 
s tory : of hef f i ve broken 
marriages. He removed her 
mask and disclosed the five 
d isappo in tments in love 
behind that \ coo l exterior. 
Never had she fe l t such ' 
embarrassment. The.subject 

-was too pa in fu l . Rather than 
stay on so personal a matter 
she [sw i tched t h e ' ' c o n ­
versat ion to a matjter of 
worship. She had been 
ca l l ing .h im iSir. Now she 
ca l l s ; h im Prophet, hoping 
w i t h {he comp l imen t to put 
h im off. Jesus defends the 
pur i ty of Jewish t rad i t ion 
a g a i n s t t r je h e r e t i c a l 
Samajritans. He offers bo th 
peoples a new and uni ted 
worship f low ing f rom the 
Holy Spir i t of; Truth. 

I l l |— The 'trust has been 
created. The! mask r ipped 
off. The superf ic ia l la id 
aside.! She feels accepted 
and senses forgiveness. " I 
seek ia savior." Once she 

had e x p r e s s e d her 
profoundest thrist Christ 
was Jhere to respond. Once 
she d ied to her fears and 
shed her masks, she was 
ab le tO W e l c o m e un ­
cond i t ioned love and ab­
solute forgiveness Jesus says 
to her, " I A M . " D iv in i ty , fu l l 
of love and hope suffuses 
her. She leaves her jar, not 
needed for the waters of 
salvjation. The charms, she 
once used to seduce f ive 
husbands, she puts to the 
work of evangel izat ion; She 
moved f rom sin, to Prophet, 
to Messiah. 

The apostles return and 
f i n d Jesus p o n d e r i n g 
au tumn wheat. The tips 
were wh i te wi th- go ld and 
ready to harvest. They iurge 
him to eat his lunch. But he 
is t oo fu l l of the joy of 
having healed and saved the 
woman : "And too fu l l of 
sorrow for those not yet 
harvested. In this scene he 
asks them to p ray ; f o r 
evangelists. Another t ime he 

w i l l te l l them that the grain 
must die that the wheat may 
grow. 

The scene ends w i t h the 
local vi l lagers coming to see 
Jesus. They .ask h im to 
preach and then say, " W e 

have heard for ourselves. 
This is really the savior of 
the w o r l d . " W e al l have our 
masks and,our fears. By the 
grace of this story may we 
lose our masks and .shed our 
fears and drink of the l iv ing 

'• * r waters 

Tte0 Dfm^risfotes o £ Holiness 
By SISTER 

M . JUDITH HEBERLE 

St. Paul tel ls us: " H e 
chose us, chose us in 
C h r i s t , t o be holy and 
spotless — to live through 
love in h is . presence." In 
Timothy, we read, "God has 
saved us and has called us 
to a holy l ife." 

Few Christians, every new 
day provides us with op-
portunitites and experiences 
which lead to this ca l l of 
deepening our spir i tual 

f reedom Sand our respon­
sib i l i ty to: grow in Christ's 
love of the Father. 

i 
By our reflecting and 

discerning and mak ing free 
choices to be prayer fu l , to 
fast and to give alms. Lent 
can become a t ru ly rel igious 
experience — a t ime of 
convers ion, of renewal , of 
deepening our awareness o f 
responding t o the message 
o f t h e | G o s p e l . O u r 
responses | can lead jus to 
exper ience God , w h p w i l l 
indeed givje us the l ight, the 
strength and ' the courage we 
need to f u j f i l l our desires 

By FATHER 
FOSTER ROGERS 

"Blow the trumpet in 
Z ion! Proclaim a fast, call 
an assembly. Gather the 
p e o p l e , n o t i f y t h e 
congregation." 

"Return to me with your 
whole heart . . . Rend your 
hearts and return to the 
Lord, your Gpd." 

These words of Joel 
p roc la im the beaut i fu l 
season of Lent in the second 
reading of Ash Wednesday. 

Now is the time to return 
to the Lord with our hearts, 
with the innermost .part of 
dur being. How wonderful 
the Lord is to lead His 
Church in setting apart 
these 40 days of Lent that 
we may ponder the Lord and 
become fully reconciled to 
Him. How wonderful the 
Lprd is to annually provide a 
time to lead us to full 
reconci l ia t ion w i t h our 
neighbor How. wonderful 
trie Lord is to give us these 
fleeting moments of Lent 
that the peace and love of 
Christ may dwell deeply 
within us as we are made 
w h o l e through reconj-
cilidtibn with Cod and 
neighbor. 

' Whe!n we stop and think 
of it isjLent so much a time 
to giv«?, |up this or give 
up that as a t ime radically 
to change our lifestyle and 
takevittDQarkouxsestyjeii, the 

Father Rogers is coordinator 
for the Northeast Region 
and also serves as associate 
pastor of the Church of the 
Assumption in Fairport. 

complete, whole way of 
Christ? Now is the time t o 
make that change, i to 
change our! hearts and see; in 
the Lord an invitation to 
fulness of ife, to see in ojur 
neighbor ah image, of the 
goodness of God, to see Ijn 
our lives the unlimited 
opportunities to incarnate 
the presence and activity jdf 
Emmanuel J that is, of the 
God who isjwith us always! 

i * v ! 

I I 
Now is tjie time to get rid 

of anything, any desire, ariy 
thirst t h a f n r foreign to 
Christ, that weakens our 
relationship with Him and 
make, Him.jo.ur life: topake. 

growfh. A t 'var ious t imes 
dur ing the Church year, we 
are m ind fu l |of our cal l to 
renew, to preach the " G o o d 
News" a n d ; to be holy 
people. 

Leiit in par t icu lar is one of 
those! times:| As a time for 
Christ ians to |reflect on their 
ca l l t o holiness, a cal l t o 
pray,, t o fast and to give 
alms. Lent is a t ime when 
the Church ! reminds . its 
members t o ! renew them­
selves in ord,er to be holy. 
The Church; th rough its 
members, must be holy so 

rajpet 
Him jour values, to make 
H im jour tijuths, to make 
H im bur ways. Now is the 
t ime t o leaiSrj t o t ru ly trust 
the Lprd, to tiake H im at His 
w o r d j to real ize tha t what 
He said and did. He said and 
d id for our j happiness, to 
real ize t h a t ! His promises 
w i l l be fu l f i l l ed . Now is the 
t ime to love the Lord, t o f ind 
H im ! in one another, to 
we lcome H im in everyone, 
inc lud ing ourjenemies. 

In these 40] days there is 
God-g; ven tinjie to become 
personal ly aware that the 
God of love and peace, the 
God jof trutjh and com­
passion, the God of power 
and li^ht is always w i t h you . 
In fact. He resides deeply 
withiri you. Speak to H im ; 
listen to - H i m . Become 
mindful of Hi^ words, "Fear 
not, I | m always w i t h you . ' ' 

Explore and ponder and 
pray over the wonders of 
the sjacrament o f recon­
c i l i a t ion (confession); D o 
not hesitate to explore the 
wonders, t h s loye, ; the 
forgiveness arid the heal ing 
power!of Emmanuel in this 
beautiful sacrament. Ex­
perience fully the love and 
power of God as He not Only 
forgives but heals in 
reconcil iat ion. Let your 
heart and life experience in 
such k powerful way the 
God whp loves you, i who 
always loves vou no matter 
who you £re or what you do 

that1 it can witness the 
presence of Christ t o the 
wor ld . 

I r ^ t h e past, the Church 
had ob l iged us to fast and 
absta in— some of us iwere 
happy to f u l f i l l the Chi irch's 
law; others of us did this 
w i t h a b i t of unwil l ingness. 
Today, the Church imposes 
very few obl igat ions on 
Christians dur ing Lent; but 
most cer ta in ly there! are 
choices we must make i f we 
wish to be holy people. In 
m a n y w a y s w e a r e 
chal lenged to exercise our 

• to love our neighbors 
w i t h deeper concern, 

• t o care for the suffer ing, 
the poor, , the hungry, the 
oppressed, 

• to be more com­
passionate and courageous, 

• to l ive more deeply the 
message of the Cospel 

If we strive to live as holy 
people during this season of 
Lent it w i l l indeed be a t ime 
when we " l i ve as chi ldren of 
l i g h t , " c o m i n g f r o m 
darkness to l ight. In the 
words of Paul, "There was a 
t i m e w h e n y o u we re 
darkness, but now you are 
l ight in the Lord. We l l , then, 
l ive as chi ldren of l ight. 
Light produces every k ind of 
goodness and just ice and 
t r u t h . " 

Sister Judith is superior 
general of t r * Sisters of 
Mercy of Rochester. 

* i V > 

• Let us pray for true sorrow 
; for our sins t h a t we may 

to ta l ly be reconci led to God 
i and neighbor w i t h love. 

Holy Spirit, teach us the 
i beauty and wonder and l i fe 
I that is found onlyjin Christ. 
' Gu ide us in to a more in-
! timate union with yo^i. Bring 
• us al l — priests, jrel igious, 

marr ied, single, bapt ized 
and conf i rmed — bring us 
al l in to greater un i ty w i t h 
one another. He lp jus, guide 
us, mo ld us that j w e ! may 
truly, manifest and (celebrate 
the wonder of Your loye as 
expressed in Your passion 
a n d d e a t h , i n Y o u r 
resurrect ion to a : new l i fe 
and in the pouring forth of 
this new l i fe in to our minds 

; and hearts in Your coming 
on Pentecost. 

'. W e trust You, Lord. Teach 
us to trust You more. W e 
know1 You, Lord. Inspire us 
to know You m o r e in­
t imate ly each day. W e love 
you . Lord. Increase o u r l o v e 
for You and our neighbor. 

B low the t rumpet then in 
> the Church of Rochester! 

Proc la im a fast, ca l j an 
assembly in our. churches 
Gather your re la t ives j and 
f r i e n d s , n o t i f y t h e 
congregat ions. M a y we rend 
our hearts f r o m o u r ; o l d 
ways and return to the Lord 
w i t h our who le heart. Let us 
l isten now to the vo ice of 
that t rumpet and return.j 

ATTENTION!!! 
PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS 

ANb PARISH STAFF 
The Diocesap Office of Pastoral Ministry wants your 

help in planning for the next Parish Council Congress 

(slated for September. 1978.) 

This diocesan-wide educational event for council mem­

bers and parish' staffs is intended .to provide a vision 

of ministry the parish councils face and an un­

derstanding of the personal challenge council ministry 

•> makes to you. It's an opportunity to become more aware 

of.the special ministries your parish must carry on and 

some skills you need to work effectively as a group. 

With this in mind, let us know how we can best meet 
your present needs by responding to the questions on 
the form provided or by calling us (716/328-3210) no 
later than Monday, February 27, 1978. 

What topics should be addressed by major speakers? 

What skills or areas of concern should be addressed in 

workshops? 

RETURN TO: Office of Pastoral Ministry. 1150 Buffalo Road. 

Rochester. N.Y. 14624 by Monday. February 27. 1978. 
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