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1 A n unprecedented 
vyill be held by the L 
23-June 28. In 
represents the latest 
arms race, rel igious 
e f fo r t t o educate thei 
t o move them to 
disarm. 

Dr. A lan Geyer, 
Washington-based Cf 
Publ ic Pol icy, says th 
most momentous 
since 1945." 

execut ive d i rector of the 
urches' Center for Theology and 
at the year 1978 is "perhaps the 

r for d isarmament concerns 

pressu 
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Wr i t i ng in Christ iar 
" t h e stepped up pace 
Un ion , Pentagon 
a very f u l l Cong 
in ternat ional nuclear 
Nat ions special sess 
surge of d isarma 
organizat ions al l conji 
the f irst six months -
season for those w h o 

Carlos Or t i z de 
preparatory c o m m 
gather ing of rel i 
mob i l i z i ng w o r l d op 
w o u l d be a major ace 

ittee 
l i g i o t s 

ity and Crisis, he comments that 
of b i la tera l ta lks w i t h the Soviet 

res for new weapons systems, 
I calendar, rap id g rowth of 

t rade, the fo r thcoming Un i ted 
on d isarmament and a sudden 

ment activities by citizen 
bine to make 1978 - especial ly 
an a lmost unbearably c rowded 
eal ly care abou t such mat te rs . " 

of Argent ina, cha i rman of the 
for the special session, t o l d a 
leaders last November tha t 

mon in favor of d isarmament 
omp l i shmen t itself. 

Addressing an interrel jg ious assemblage at the 
Church Center for the' Un i ted Nat ions^-Ambassador 
Or t i z dec lared that " k i b i i c 6pihioh< is perhaps 90 per 

more impor tan t in some coun-
But pub l ic op in ion f r o m other 

countr ies st i l l is a pressure on those more closed 
countr ies. I t is t remendously impor tan t . " 

cent of the role. I t Is 
tries than in others. 

Carter has been on 
d isarmament moves i 

From the beginning of his admin is t ra t ion. President 
record as suppor t ing w o r l d 

n the area of nuclear weaponry. 
In an interv iew the week he was inaugurated last year, 
he said he was " i n favor of e l im ina t ing the test ing of 
a l l nuclear devices, nstant ly and comp le te l y , " and 
added that he also wanted to proceed qu ick ly and 
aggressively w i t h a comprehensive test ban treaty. 

But While the Carter Admin is t ra t ion has c o m m i t t e d 
itself to moves toward d isarmament , the Un i ted 
States remains one of the major arms suppliers. This 
po l icy has d rawn cr i t ic ism par t icu la r ly because many 
of the arms shipments have gone to dictatorships — a 
po l icy wh ich seems in con t rad ic t ion w i th the Ad
ministrat ion 's emphasis on human rights. 

In December, M ichae l T. Klare, d i rector of the 
Project on Mi l i ta r i sm and Disarmament of the pr ivate 
Inst i tute for Pol icy Studies, declared in a report that 
" ra ther than standing in detached judgment over the 
spread of repression abroad, as Carter's human-rights 
rhetor ic suggests, the Uni ted States stands at the 
supply end of the p ipel ine of repression technology 
that extends to many of the wor ld 's author i tar ian 
governments . " • 

Tbocigbts 

But most supporters of d isarmament pol ic ies have 
decided to work w i t h the Admin is t ra t ion , rather than 
against it. Last November, the Nat iona l Councu^af 
Churches Governing Board passed a resolut ion on 
n u c l e a r w e a p o n s in w h i c h it c o m m e n d e d P r e s i d e n t 
Carter for signing a Treaty for the Prohib i t ion of 
Nuclear Weapons in Latin Amer ica 

The NCC resolut ion also urged the U. S. government 
to " renounce mi l i tary doctr ines and strategies wh ich 
lead to use of nuclear weapons , " and to "Suppor t the 
establ ishment under UN auspices of a wor ld author i ty 
to supervise and administer agreements for arms 
reduc t ion . " 

An interrel igious coa l i t ion known as Mob i l i za t i on 
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Father Alfred McB 
nationally recogniz 
theologian, writes 
Cod humbling Himself 
he\lp humankind 
greatness as the Courier-
Journal continues 
special series of Le'foten 
contemplations. 

1 joining Father McB\ide 
this week are 
Walter Wainwri 
coordinator of 
L il/ings ton-S teuben 
oh : and pastor of. 

ffnQfmas Aquinas 
Leicester, and Si 
Barbara. Moore, president 
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By MICHAEL GRODEN 

The International Justice 
and Peace Commission for 
the Rochester Diocese has 
published a "background 
p a p e r " a n d " p o s i t i o n 
statement" which strongly 
supports passage of the 
Panama Canal Treaties now 
being debateenby the United 
States Senate. 

The paper states, " I n a 
f u n d a m e n t a l way , i t 
(passage o f the treaties) 
involves no th ing less than 
the r ight of a peop le to self-
d e t e r m i n a t i o / > a n d t h e 
ability of a country to 
exercise the right of 
sovereignty over their own 
l a n d . . . 

"Sovereignty, self-deter
mination, the freedom of a 
country to chart its own 
course, are values deeply 

- embedded within the history 
of the- Un i ted States. 
Through the treaties, the 
United States is challenged 

: tp aff irm, enrich and make 
manifest these jvalues-. Ajs 

. Christians, we support the 
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By JOHN DASH 

After - two seasons ot 
prob ing the quest ion, the 
Diocesan Sisters Counc i l 
last Saturday f ina l ly ap
proved the no t ion that the 
diocesan Ott ic e of the Vicar 
f o r R e l i g i o u s " b e 
reorganized and redesigned 
and tha t a design c ommi t t ee 
be organized to that end " 

I h e c o u n c i l h a s 
f r e q u e n t l y p l a c e d the 
quest ion on its agenda tor 
the past two years 

Dur ing this t ime the cruet 
spokesperson to the issue 
has been Sister Patrice who 
headed a research group 
look ing in to the state ot the 
o f f i ce as it exists in other 
dioceses 

Saturday s vo te l o l l o w o d 
a po l l i ng ot counc i l lo rs on 
react ions f r om const i tuent 
blocs W h i l e a number ot 
s i s te rs exp ressed s o m e 
r e s e r v a t i c - - >bout t h e 
f u n c t i o n u i the o f f i ce , the 
vast major i ty of them fe l j 
that the redesign should be 
pursued 

holds the 
Religious 

t i t le Vi< ar tor 

In the counc i l discussion, 
however, a number ot sisters 
expressed their hope that 
the redesign group w o u l d 
consider e i t h e r a w o m a n or 
a team to t i l l the pos i t ion 

l o r canon ica l reasons, a 
number ot sisters also noted 
that the t i t le "v icar ' should 
be d ropped in the redesign 
proc ess 

In Church 
c leric m a \ be 

aw, only a 
a vicar, and 

only a male may be a cleric 

Ihe sisters also gave their 
endorsement to a proposal 
t rom Joseph Kel ly, d i rec tor 
ot the new' Center tor 
Con t inu ing t d u c a t i o n . that 
p r o f e s s i o n a l m i n i s t e r i a l 
staft members take a course 
in c o n t i n u i n g e d u c a t i o n 
cince a year, that parishes 
a t to rd statt members the 
t ime to pursue con t i nu ing 
educa t i on and th.it the 
pe i -onne l p lacement boards 
take con t i nu ing e d u c a t i o n 
i n t o a c c o u n t w h e n 
assignments are madt 

C j i n n n n a l l y . t . A u x i l i a r y . <n otbctr c cnincj I. ac t i on it 

proposals on the assign 
mer i ts ot h e a l t h < arc 
< haplams. whi< h surtac ed at 
the January meet ing, be 
disc ussed at the M a n h 
session 

It w.lSexpe< ted tfl.it those 
proposals w o u l d come to a 
vote at . baturcla\ s session, 
bu-t quest ions t rom sisters 
work ing; in heal th ( are were 
deemed' serious enough to 
mc'Tit lur ther stuck 

t ourrt 1! members ,i lso 
answered quest ions t rom 
bister Ann M i l l e r on the 
work ings ot reg ional ism 
bister Ann is ( onduc t ing a 
stucK oh reg ional ism in her 
work toward a Masters 
degree I 

i 
I h e sisters also heard a 

presenta t ion on the new 
pastora l o t t i ce s t ructure 
t r o m JBishop Joseph A 
M o g a ri S i s t e r A n n 
Habersf idw reviewed the 
work jut the Min is te r ia l 
Reviewj Commi t t ee ot the 
Diocesan Pastoral Counc i l 
f he c oijinc il also ques t ioned 
the status ot an approved 
p r o p o 4 . l l t o e s t a b l i s h 
r e g i o n a l l i t u rgy c oor -
d.inatorK 
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