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O v e r a t S t . L a w r e n c e S c h o o l f i r s t g raders . l istening t o a s t o r y in t h e l ea rn ing center a r e Jenni fer A lb jeeJ 
F r a s c o / W e n d y B a l l , J o h n L a r o t o n d a , a n d R i c h a r d Treschphg. 

^Tfifc f»rvi"- T^^#li 

JThe Rochester Chapte r o f the New York State Federat ion 
of Ca tho l i c School Parents has ar ranged f o r f i ve b i l l boards 
and the C o l u m b i a Bank ing flashijngi sign t o ca l l a t t e n t i o n t o 
the ce lebra t ion ! o f Caho l i c SchboTs W e e k th is year ii'n t he 
greater Rochester Area. A l l o f t r ie 'd isp lays ai*e des igned t o 
cjall pub l i c a t t e n t i o n t o the Ca tho l i c Schools w i t h i n the 
c o m m u n i t y and t o h igh l igh t the on-go ing purpose o f the 

Federation — to guarantee freedprti of choice in education, 

A l l o f t he Federat ion 's ac t iv i t ies du r i ng its f i tet c o m p l e t e 
year i n o p e r a t i o n have stressed the impo r tance o f i nd i v i dua l 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n in a l l decis ions a f f ec t i ng tha t r i ch t o f f r e e d o m 
pf cho ice , whe the r theysare a t ! t h e , Jocal s c h o o l j e y e l , : or 
D iocesan a n d . G o v e r n m e n t a l ; -decisions. ."Through a 
Federat ion Liasion in 61 o f the el'erh'entary a n d high Schools 
in most areas of] the Diocese, a •• mon th l y , loca l l y prepared 
news le t te r is d i s t r i bu ted t o a\\ parents o f ch i ld ren i ih jthe 
Ca tho l i c schools . The newsletter! con ta ins i n f o r m a t i o n 
a b o u t legislat ionj w h i c h need t h e i s u p p o r t o f ind iv idua ls w i t h 
the i r o w n e lec ted representat ives, as i m f b r m a t as w e l t as 
i n f o r m a t i o n a b o u t D iocesan decis ions w h i c h may affect>r.he 
schools. A n . increasing v o l u m e of con tac ts f r o m parejnts 
ind icates tha t the Federat ion is v iewed by t hem not on ly as 
a source o f i n f o r m a t i o n , b u t a lso as an o r g a n i z a t i o n ' o f 
vo l un tee rs whvo a re t o t a l l y c o m m i t t e d t o Ca tho l i c School 
e d u c a t i o n . 

^Vhi le stressing the i m p o r t a n c e o f this i nd i v i dua l -pa r 
t i c i p a t i o n , t he . Jede ra t i on does become the spokesman fo r 
t h e interests o f o u r schoo ls ' parents w i t h i n the general 
c o m m u n i t y w h e n , t he o^casidr i ^warrants-, i t . N o t a b l e 
examp les d u r i n g t h e cu r ren tyea r l | ye re t h e a p p o i n t m e n t o f a 

•member o f $he ; Federat ion's; Execu t i ve -Commi t tee t o a Qi ty 
C o m m i t t e e s tudy ing , t he relationship be tween the Counc i l 
a n d t h e City,_School Boa rd , as w e l l as its coope ra t i ve w o r k 

j~.-..Mtfth C i t y p u b l i c schoo l parents!; and o f f i c i a l s t o ge t the 
" G o v e r n o r a n d State Legis lature t o f o l l o w t h rough ion 
j p romises f o r o v e r b u r d e n money! t o . f u n d cu r ren t pub l i c 

schoo l p rog rams. In a d d i t i o n , a T imes U n i o n a r t i c l e -gave 
! p r o b a b l e c red i t t o t he Federa t ion fo r^ the , re la t i ve l y large 

n u m b e r o f vo tes cast in the re£ent}s.dhoo?boa£d e lec t ions; — 
a c ruc i a l e l e c t i o n because 1 ?? last 5'prj^gtsferisis over the 

j bus ing of; c i t y s tudents t o the Ca tho l i c W l g # £ e h p o i s ou ts ide 
I t he c i t y l jmi.ts. _ . . - _ . „ . . j . . . . . f . ' ; . „ . . . " " " " . . . , . . „ . : . . . ! . 

! :Th4 Federa t ion v iews, i ts r [o!e.a%.t |3 l ( tGtJaal i ta&rfs i jJalX. 
! those w h o be l ieve t h a t Cathol ic ]sch6.o lS a re a n . e s ^ n i t i a f . 

p a r t M t h e mission^ o f t h e C h u r c h ? ' i n ^ t h e * B r o c e ; ^ M f . , i ; t c . ; 

David Geisler̂ ; is aBlp .:te^y^?*iJpfd,rj^e:|ljuh<;H, ham-
burg/aft St. (|h^rlesScJfioril|sl!cafet^iia.! 

Tuition Subsidies 
Over the past t w o years , the Diocese o f ' R o s h e l t e r has 

supervised the award ing o f over $62,000 in t u i t i on a id t o 
poo r fami l i es w ish ing t o send the i r ch i l d ren t o Ca tho l i c 
schools bu t w h o w o u l d otherwise be u n a b l e t o d o so 
w i t h o u t th is assistance. 

Under the d i r ec t i on of T i m o t h y Leahy, dep i j t y superin^ 
tendent , the. D iocesan Tu i t i on Subsidy program JlPTS) has 
•ertabjed ab le 105 f reshman arid sophomores tmaftteind' our * 
n ine Ca tho l i c h igh schools sinqe the 1976-77 sjchopf year saw 
the in i t ia t ion , o f this p r o j e c t Each A p r i l app l i ca t ions are 
made ava i lab le t o each h igh school t o n^vfer t i f th graders 
accep ted f o r the next schoo l year, and; t o ajresdyjsubsidized.. 
students w h o must reapp ly every taiar-J Byl the begiihping o f 
Augus t a screening c p m m i t t e e has rev iewed tjhe ap
p l ica t ions and announces the awards of tu f t ion< subsidies to 
each i nd i v i dua l schoo l . jThe d i f fe rence hetWeen the) a c u t a ! 
t u i t i o n cos t and the a m o u n t t h e parents canJpay j j s thert 
subs id ized one-hal f by tihe h igh school and qne-pahf by thet 
diocese; " ' 

O n e of the popu lar ac
t iv i t ies in ou r coun t ry today 
is t o search for our " roo ts " 
<— ou r ident i ty . Catholic 
educa to r s have jo ined the 

; t rend and- have t raced the 
steps jo f Ca tho l i c schools in 
our coun t ry ; Like many 
o ther groups re f lect ing on 
h e r i t a g e , w e ' n o t e the 
per iods o f pa in fu l struggle 
t o beg in , t o g row and to 
c o m e of age! 

W e are p r o u d of our early 
founders , St. E l izabeth Ann 
Seton and St. John Henry 

v N e r m a n n , and are grateful 
t o t hem f6 r be ing peop le not 
a f ra id fo ;r is(c. Their efforts 
t o biH.fd a jschool system 
un ique to j t h e Cathol ic 
C h u r e h ' c a r n ^ in a per iod of 
h is to ry when ' jth'e' Church 

•'.itself was unaccepteoHn the 
soc ie ty . Of f o U ^ - . c o u n t r y 
H o w e v e r , j u n d e r '•;• the i r 

" leadersh ip ' rrjore men and 
w o m e n c o n t i n u e d to devote 

. thei r f i l es ' t o j t h e educat ion 
of y o u n g peop le in the 
Ca tho l i c schools. The in
creased ' nun iber of im
m i g r a n t s " f r o m Europe 
b rough t a rap id increase in 
the Cathol ic- popu la t i on in 
the. U n i t e d j States. The 
desire o f -thejie immigrants 
to preserve the f a i t h and the 

customs of tneir countries 
resul ted i n the found ing of 
h u n d r e d s cjf C a t h o l i c 
s c h o o l s , w i | t h s p e c i a l 
n a t i o n a l i s t i c o r i g i n s 
G r a d u a l l y ; tf jese schools 
were i n f l u e n c e d , by the 

patterns in 
Cities and 

I 

" m e l t i n g p o t ' 
the Amer ican1 

existed *as 
schools. 

The- goalipf* 

Cajthol ic parish 

Bishop John 
Car ro l L was endorsed by our 
o w n Bishop fv lcQuiad — to 
have . e v e r y ^ C a t h o l i c in a 
Ca tho l iC j ' schoq l . Th i s 'goa l 
was irieyers-'ijealpzed due ,to 
t h e r a p i d . - i n c r e a s e of 
p o p u l a t i o n and the inabi l i ty 
o f t he^ - fa^ iM i f 

'.p'-ote-ft-tf'a^'i-.' • 
However , ;*thef 
b u i l d i n g a school w i t h every 
p a r i s h ^ d i d i " ! cqn f inue for 
•severakdecades 

to ac-
iT of the 
s't u d e n t s 
custom of 

"»As.v the* acceptance i cA-s of 
e s - jg^rew and as 

r ^ i be j aan l t o assume 
posi t ions; of i leai 
inflifeft;c<p>:' the: 
G a t h o l i e i e d u c a f l 

ership and 
focus of 

o n shifted 
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w i s h ^ ^ 4 i t e n d .a>.Catholic e l emen ta ry school} Tnls year the 
; ;pr4Eig*^ni |^bsidized 9 6 i i t y students f r o m 141 cl tV parishes.' 
A|T^ i icat ior / f fprms are' screened byj an impar t i a r c o m m i t t e e 

. and avvardsare announced in; August./5? \ 

:I§U;; •': %&$$$&•"%• ej<isfe i n o rde r t h a t oliri jchUdj^rivCrnay; ' i r i a e ^ d ; " ' , 
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,. These." i p r o g r a m i hb f |e fu l l y w i j l ;con(tinuie . t k Weceive 
; f i nanc ia l and] c o m m u n i t y suppor t in the years {ahead 

?A($q'ne- interested'Kihsfurther. i n fo rma t i on i shou l fe e o n t a r t 
fLeahy^attbei^dieciesanofficev **' • I ••? \ t. .• 
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