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Over at St. Lawrence School first graders llstemng to a story in the le
Frasco, Wendy Ball, John I.arotonda, and Rlchard Treschong.
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The Rochester C hapter of the New York State Federation .

of Catholic School Parents has arranged for five billboards
and the Columbia Banking flashing sign to call attention to
the celebration of Caholic Schools Week this. year iin' the
greater Rochester Area. All of the displays are designed to
call public attention to the Catholic Schools within the
commumty and-to highlight the gn-going purpose of the

Federation — to guarantee freedom of choice in education.

All of theFed‘eratlon s actrvrtles during its first complete
year in operation have stressed the importance of individual
participation in all decisions affectgng that richt of freedom
of choice, whether they -are at! the local school. level,. or
Diocesan .and., -Governmental: -decisions.” - Through a

Federation Liasion in 61 of the elerentary and high Schools'

in.most areas of] the Diocese, a:monthly, locally prepared
newsletter is ‘distributed to all par‘er\ts of children iin the

Catholic schools. The newsletter contains information .

about legrslatron‘l which need the support of individuals with
their own elected representatives, ‘as imformat as well as
information about Diocesari decisions which may affectxthe
schoels. An increasing volume of :contacts from parents
indicates that the Federation is viewed by them not only as
a .source of information, but also as ar organizationi of

" volunteers who are totally commrtted to Catholic School

educatron
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le stressmg “the importance of th:s individual- par-
trcrpatron, the Federation does become the spokesman for
the interests of our schools’ parents within the general
commumty when. the occasion awarrants it. Notable
-examples during the currentyear!\plere the appomtment of a
" -member of theiFederation’s Exe e Committée to a City
Commrttee studying. the relationship- between the’ Council
and the’ City_School Board, -as well as its cooperative work

Governor and|
promrses for overburden money,
schogl programs.:In addition, aj
robable credit to the ederation for the re ively. laige
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Over the past two years. the Drocese of Ro!
supervised the awarding' of over $62,000 in tii
poor families wishing to send their children--
schools but 'who would’ otherwrse be - unable to do so
without this assistance. -
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Under thé direction of Trmothy Leahy, dlepu ty superm-
tendent, the Diogesan Tuition Subsidy Program JDTS) has
~enabled able 105 freshman and sophomo
nine Catholic high schools since the 1976-7
the ‘initiation, of this project.’ Each April applr ations are
made available to each high school to new.ninth lgraders
accepted for the next school year,
students who. must reapply evéry
August a. scfeening  committee
plications and announcés the awa
each individual school. Jhe difference.
tuition cost and the amount
subsrdlzed one-half by
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One of’ the popular ac-
tivities in our country today
is to search for our “roots”
— our identity. Catholic
educators' have joined the
* trend and. Have traced the
stepsiof ‘Catholic schools in
our. country Like many
other groups reflecting on
heritage, we note the.
periods of painful struggle

" to begin, to grow and to

come of age!

We are proud of ouir early
founders, St. Elizabeth Ann
Seton and St. John Henry
.Neymann, and are grateful
to them for being people not
afraid to. risk. Their efforts
“to bu-r_ld a school system
unique -to 'the ~Catholic
Church’ came in a period of
history: whe‘ ithe” €hurch

v utself was unacceptedrm the

. society: . of .ot rcountry
However; “under . their
leadershlp more men and
women-continued to devote
‘their liyes” to'the -education
of young people in the
Catholic schools. The in-
creased.’ nurfiber of im-

. ‘miigrants ~from Furope

brought a rapid increase in
the Catholic: population in
the United | States. The
desire of thesé immigrants
to preserve the faith and the
customs of tEeir countries
resulted in the tounding of
hundreds f Catholic
schools  wilth special
nationalisti¢ origins
Gradually -these schools
were influenced. by the
“melting’ pot’| patterns in
the American - cities and
existéd ‘as Caholic parish
schools.
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