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Part I: Prqsldehtlal $tyle
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"By DAVID E. NOWAK

One of the primary
concerns of the renewal of
the liturgy is the. active
involvement of the people
in every part: Theirpajrticipa-
ion_is obvious in the so-
called “pegple’s parts”
whether they be responsive
or meditative. It is less
obvious ‘and more often
misunderstood when it
comes to the proclamation
of presndentlaE prayers.

The participation of the
people in presidential
.prayers, and particularly the
eucbaristic prayer, raises

K
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two

l
asked
pastoral questions: 1) the
“presidential style” of the
priest-celebrant; and 2) how

fre uently

ordinary eople are to
relate to [the eucharistic
prayer. This week we shall -
be concem&lsd with the first.

The presiding celebrant is
often under the assumption
‘that it i his primary role at
the eucharistic liturgy to stir
up the participation of the
congregatlon However,
while the | celebrant may
have a role in stirring the
people to: prayer, it is
.relatively modest.
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. SUNDAY
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"WORD FOR )

\. Albert Sham'on y
Sunday’s Readings: (R3)

Mt.4.12-23. (R1)8:23-9:3. (R2}
1Cor. 1:10-13,17. :

At Christmas the: Light
shone in the darkness. With
intensity,
light streaks through the
Sundays of Christmastide.
“Upon those in gloom:a
light has shone,” foretold.

Isaiah. , Matthew saw this™

‘prophecy fulfilled i Christ:
“A people-living in darkness,
has seen a great light.”

Jin 734 BC. Assyria
swept down on lIsrael like:
the wolf on the fold. The
northernmost tribes of:

Israel, Zabulon and;

Nephtali, were slaughtered
like sheep. Survivors were .

cruelly deported to distant
Nineveh. Darkness
shrouded - the -land. Ta
comfort the degraded
tribes, lsaiah foretold that

" one day these tribes would

see ‘a great, light— a light
that would put to flight their
present-anguish, gloom and

darkness. Nazareth is in
Zabulon; Capernaum, in
Nephtali

Scripture. refers to
captivity, - sin, error,
ignorancé as darkness; she

refers to life, love, truth—
tl"le Christ— as light.

"1 think we would better

appreciate our Hight (the
light of faith and the Light

of our world, Christ) if.we -

truly realized how. op-
pressive and ., repellant
darkness can be! : ;
(nght darkness generall\/
Ppresses us but little, for-it
tempered by so many
artlhcnal lights, by twinkling
stars and the mellow! yellow
of the moon.

I really never e»xpeqlenced
how dark darkness could be
and how eerie. and scary it
reaily is until I visited Howe
Caverns. When only:a few
hundred feet underground,

the guide switched off the
lights and there we wlere, 3s.

: rthout eyes— fotally
jblind! it was awesome, H
‘not fearful.’ i
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Quite a while aga there
was a terrible mine disastér

lin Nova Scotia’s Springhill

t

imining there's a qu||rk

ihapp 1
fupsets press?‘res deep

iMine, the deepest miine in
North America. in deep-pit;

natuge called a “bump.”
ns WHen t

ground. ‘Wi
secttor_‘c )
simply

thout warpi
: it £16

-black afte
en-

" darkness stl[l? :

e

i s
into the cejling. When such
a. happenipg occurred at
Springhill in October 1958

sevenjnenj'vere trapped inas

narrow passage 14,000 feet
underground —nearly three
miles. The miners
husbanded |their tiny rations

and lamplights in hope of & *

quick rescue. But day
followed day— no rescue!
Then the llghts burned out,
and | remember the chxllmg
feeling 1 thad when one
miner later described the
.darkness as ‘‘deep earth-
darkness, deeper than black
a dark wrthout promise.’

came.
s looKed
sky and
air, to’a
uttered one
ank you, God,
ght.”

Rescue fmally
When the. survnvo
up at the tall blue
gulped th61 cool
man they|
prayer: T
for the day!

Did youi ever fear the
story of thel day the sun did
not ‘rise? Qf course it's a
makie-believe story; .

Oh tha
o clock cam
dawn. At nd
was blacker; than a hundred
mldmghts ‘in a cypress
swamp, fo blrds sang. Then
camé the black hours of the
noon. Evening.
Night. -

That night, no one slept.
Some wept, some wrung
their hands! in anguish. The
churches were thronged
-with people on their knees,
begging fO{ precious light.
They remained thus the
whole night through. The
night passed. Millions

eager tearwet faces turned'

to ehflame| the:sky, shouts
of joy and thanksgiving rent
the ait. illions of lips,.
prevlouslyN]‘ indifferent to
prayer, now thanked God
for the dayhght

Why were these people so
thankful? Just because the
sun rose after one day of
darkness. he very con-
stancy of (,ods blessings
sometimes seems to dulliour
spirit of gralltude ‘

eastward. \I*/hen red- begafl

A.great ll%,ht has appeared
in our dark, dark world—
“The ng,ht ‘of the world”
who said. ’ Ilamthewav the
truth and tlle life.” But once
more, behind Berlin Walls,
“and Iron'and Bamboo
Curtains, ipeoples again
~walk in dankness and sit in
‘gloom. , |

We who |have the ilght,
do we- thank 'God :each
Sunday for| the. Lsght& We;
who have the Light, do wej
pray God llo let His Light
shine on those seated‘ in

.’

g_
on the darkness -

Knigh ,
For Oratory Con test

" The grand’ +mght of the
il

. Patsynski, .

Not only w0uld that
assumption. project a very
clerical liturgy . wholly
hihging, on the activj ty of
-the prgest but authentic
eucharist is &n expression of
faith already in some way
formed; and lived. The role
of the celebrant is to invite
response on the basis of
what isialready there in the
faith of the congragation.

”The Lord be with you”,

“Let us pray”, “Lift up your
hearts” is the language of a
gentle host pointing the way
for people who already
know what they are doing
and what they are about. If
it is felt that more s
required than such gentle
invitation then something is

.wrong, not with the liturgy,

but with ithe faith of those
attending the liturgy, or with
ministry -outside the
eucharist. .

In the Catholic tradition
(as opposed to convention),
the liturgical celebrant is,
first of all, a minister of the
word, not a; cultic func-

tionary. As mijnisters of the.

exhort, educate and induce
celebration.

-The point is, it isn’t the
"business of the clergy to get
anybody. : Their respon-
sibility at the eucharist is to
preside decently and in
order, and not to com-
pensate for all manner o
ministerial _ failures outSIde
the church door

The priest who thinks he
can induce celebration from
anyone let. ‘inside the door
has made an idol of himself
and his ministry. He is ex-

pecting more of his ministry _

than Jesus did of his own.
Faith is a gift of the Father
to which Christ himself
could only invite, and Wthh
- could be refused. .

We need to examine olr

assumption that everyone:is .

ready to participate in the

eucharistic _liturgy. Some
are not, and really do,
require a {’vacation” from

liturgical celebration for it.

to have meaning for them,
especially, it would seem,
the young at certain stages

word, priests|are servants, - |f the eucharistic liturgy ,is

sharmg in.!the biblical

_tradition of prophecy and

wisdom. The first priestly
task is not to celebrate the
liturgy, but to prepare a
people fit to celebrate it.
When this order is confused,
the liturgy degenerates into
a role cult, orlis turned into

*a catechetical i exercnse

On occelsnon the
eucharist is & catalyst for
conversion, but it primarily
forms the faith‘ of those who

already believe. Eucharist is.

not a ‘tool for
eva_pgelmatnon but s
S lt A. .jeucharisgc
C cantiot e

eucharist.

The eucharistic liturgy-is
one time when everybody is
present, and the temptation
is to make lup for lost
initiative and "personal
frustrations. “If we don't get
them at Sunday Mass, when
will we get them?” And so,
the simple matter of word
read, prayer: proclaimed
and bread and wine offered
and recelved,, becomes an
opportunity | l to teach,
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Pope Pius XiI Knights of
Columbus Council, John A
last week an-
nounced the hames of the
judges for the local knights’
oratorical contest.

The oratorical contest,
slated this year for 1:30 p.m.

on Feb. 12| at Bishop
Kearney High School, is
open to all|high school
seniors. T

judges this|year are Dr.
Thomas A. B enfiglio, chief
of surgical athology _at
Strong Memo:l)lal Hospital;
Jot# E. Patterson, architect
with the firm of Starks,
Wurtzer, Patterson and
Romeo; and | John Dash,
special projects editor of
the Couner—j ofﬁmal

by dougg

. Sister

not ‘“speaking” to certam,
groups, it may not be the
fault. of the eucharistic

liturgy. If the shape of the

atl
and

.eucharist
manner sauce
trimmings, some
questions need to be aslsed
about the appetites 'of
participants.

The bread of life is an
austere image. It is set in
opposition to a -consumer
society- which requires a
touch of garish vulgarity in
what is‘going to be popular
Our first responsibility is to
-theugospal aag-that requires
ﬁ?ai‘attentlodtfy presiding at-
the: lrturgv i such a way:
that it is not just “what
pedple want.” People also.
hu zger for the bread of. llfe,

the first ministerial dut
us to see that it is avallablely

requires
of

he presider’s first task’wts
to be a-person of faith. The
liturgy .- becomes ldolatry
whlen ““effect’” taks¢
precedence over faith. ,\lt
-alsp becomes. idolatry when
th prlest-celebrants start
thinking they are in charge
- of the situation.

The flrst prlze ln the local
,corptest Yis. a $50 U.S.
Government Savmgs Bond,
the second prize is a $25
bond, according to Thomas
Grosodonla spokesman for
the sponsoring council.

Awards for' the
contest include a $2.000
scholarship, a  $1,500
scholarship and a $1,200
scholarship. The remammg
finalists will each receive
$200 in bonds.

The topic for thns years
competition is “Is There
Really an Energy Crisis?” |

Applications for entty
into the contest are
available by calling
Grosodonia at 342-2514 or
Evelyn Marie at
.Bishop Kearney
“School, 342-4000.
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“tamily and friends.i lﬂ

‘You and: others shou

| expressions.

ve. a: "VISI t ’{ or “callmg hourat
When you e .ta q‘ ihcé of the viewabl
press their feelings: abOuu?the decéased $
perience can be important to you in your grief. When you are
by yourself, you are alone with your grief. When: you are with
others, “one touch of sorrow makes the whole world kin."
be able ifo express your own
emotions. At the same tlme itis: heldful for you-to hear, 'what
the life of the deceasedmas meant to others, some-of whom
you may not even know: The wsntatlon in the presence of the
viewable body prov:des a proper settmg and climate for these
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SALE
25 to 50% .FF

DRESSES, PANTS JumpP SUITS.
"SEPERATES, SWEATERS, BLOUSES.
GOWNS AND SLEPT WEAR. We
CARRY FASHIONS & QUALITY AT
lAFFORDABLE PRIQE§

FRANCES DRESS SHOP |

1334 CULVERRD.

482-6867
Daily 9:30 a.m. to 5:3Q p.m. Thurs. till 8:30. Sat. 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
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_ Plus... -
LA;ESTTLEVI\Eg-l{R
(FASHIONS,

The lady at your switchboard is
wellmeaning . . . but that doesn't
heip when she cuts you off from
. along.distance call or mangles an
important message. She is work-
ing with an outdated system _ -
that is costing you monaey. ltis
wasting the time of your key per-
sonnel. It is resulting in unneces»
sary call backs . . . many of them
long distance numbers ... . Klis

costing you in poor customer
service. By owning instead of
renting you can spbstantially
reduce yourtelaphone costs for
years to come. Helease yourselt
from the tentacles of wastet
Phane World can design amore
efficient and economicil.inter-
connect system fof you. Fill out
this coupon and take advantag
of owr special offer.

- By'filing out fhis couipor}
.y cat&fono%offonmy,




