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| Letter, Focus @ the year 1977 — 1978
I brought to youlr attention our need to be concerried
ness of every facet of life when | said,

erve a Gqd who never forgetsi those whom| he
eated in. | bve. He has shared with every perton
. on this earth the precious giff o
 life and his own Spirit. He tell
us though a !mother sholil
forget her child, 1 will net:
forget you. | have written ypu
name on the palm of my hand,

“We s
has cr

““We are a people who possess
.the mind and heart of Christ. He
ied for all men and women,
Joving us even though we are
nworthy. He loves sinngrs,
I even to the point of dying for
! % them to prove that there were
no limits to'the fhrgrvmg l?ve of God.

*“As a group Of people we carry that message to the
world tod We affirm rn word and deed the God-

given sacredness of human life. No life before our

God is unwanted or condémned as worthless. No one
is ever beyond converston or a change of heart. Qur
God believes in human life, hopes in it, trusts in it. As
a Church, we should do the same. This message is not

popular toqay, but we need to act on it, in season and
out of seasT

Human life is our most precious gift and, in many

ways, our most fragile péssessron The beginning of.

each human life is an eipressron of God’s creative
love and also the basis of the value and dignity of the

~human. person. Even in those who do not believe in

" violence as the an

God, the miracle of life iis capable of awakening a
sense of the sacred, an awareness of the inviolable
quality of each human individual.

But-no human being is totally isolated or sealed off.

— no one lives alone. People live in social
relatronshrps and society expresses -its appreciation
-of t-heyalue of human_life e by sprote ; the life of
é@e\?ery memberofi- " t%u Athrough
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laws and socral inst tutrbns No life is of inferior value,
beyond protectr n or sustenance. The law must be the

guardian of each person’s life and rights, and it must
applyequally to Tl

In.recent years t ie sanctity of human life has been
violated and de ied in many parts of the worid by
programs of pei’ i swe abortron ln our own country
more than one million unborn children are destroyed
each year by abo | ion, a tragic witness of our. un-
willingness to love and care for others.

! |
Permrssrve a ortuon may be symptomatic of a

diminishing resp ct for all human life. As Pope Paul .

VI pointed out |only one year ago, peace among
nations wil only be achieved “by recognizing the
prima¢y of lrfe as a {value and condition for Peace.”

H

Popg Paul returr})s to the theme that Peace anp
for life are interdependent in this yearis
WORLD DAY OF PEACE-MESSAGE. The Holy Father
emphasizes that {‘in our ‘yves’ to Peace there rings out
a ‘ves’ to life. Human life is sacred from the momeq|t
it comles into existence. The law ‘thou shalt not kill’
proteéhs -this inexpressible miracle of human lifé wit
transcondent sovereignty. This is the ‘principle ‘thit
governs -our rel\l]grous ministry with regard to the
humarn being Accordingly, we cannot farl |

dlsapprove of each and every offense against nascent
life, and we must appeal to every Authority, and to
everydne who hds due competence, to work for the
prohibjtion of pracured abortion and for its remedy .’

' It iy now five years since the Supreme Court
abortign decisions virtually denied unborn children in
the Urjited States any effective legal protection for
their. right to life. But the 1973 decisions have not
taken hold in the|minds and hearts of people. instead,
they have given| new determination and energy to
millions of Amerjcans who are keenly aware of life’s
continlity from conception onward and of the basic
value of every human life.

in the past year the Supreme Court, giving further
consid
state may favor hormal childbirth over abortion and
that there is no constrtutronlal requrrement for

]an. |

i

Followmg is the second part of Pope Paul’s annual
message of peace. The! frrst part was printed in last

week’s edition. ;
In this Message TJf Peace we_ are speaking about
tagonistic term of peace, and we
"have not spoken about war. ‘War still deserves our
condemnation, eve ] though tdday it is being rejected
. ever more widely; against it a praiseworthy and ever
more authoritative 1ffort is being made, both socially
and pohtrcally Andther reason is that war is being -
kepjt in check by the terrible nature of its own arms,
which it would immediately have at its disposal in the
extremely tragic eventuality that it should break out.
Fear, which is common to all Peoples,. and to the
strongest ones especially, holds in check the even-
tuality that war
flagration. 'And fedr, which is more an imagined
restraint,than'a real|one, is accompanied. as we have -
said, by a lofty and rational effort being made at the
highest political levels — an effort which must tend
not so much towatds balancing the forces of the
possible icontenders|as towards showing the supreme
lrratronallty of war,| and at the same time towards

. estabhshmg relationships between Peoples, which are

ever imore interdependent, with ultimate solidarity,
and ever more friendly and human. God grant that it
beso.

But we cannot shut our éyes to the sad reality of
partial war, both because it is still raging in certain
regions, and becaus psychbloglcally it is not at all
excludediin the uncertain possgf1 bility of contemporary
hrstory ur war agamst war has not yet been won,
and our ‘lyes” to peace is rather something wished-for

than something real; for in, many geographical and

. poht’lcal situations which have not yet been settled in

just ‘and peaceful sol tions the possibility of future
conflicts remains endemic. Our love for peace must.

- réemain on guard; other prospects too, besides that of
" a- new world war, oblige us to consider and exalt
. peace even outside the trenches.

.

> aspect is

"Our “yes’l to peace broadens out into a yes’“to life.

fact we must defend peace today under
could call its fnetaphysical aspect. This
prior to and higher-than the historical and
- contingent aspect of military ceasefrres and of the
? external tranquillitas o tdinis. Wé wishitosconsider the
X cause of; peace as it is reflected:in that of human life.

And in|
‘what we

Peace mu ! e-frelds

st be brough not only to thﬁ
é 8

& close to them and,

ight turn- into a cosmic con-

again sending with
“those accountable
‘brethren i ml the world.’

s -regard tov

weapons of war but also protects life as such against
every peril, every|misfortune, every insidious attack.

As.ministers of religion, we look on this very elect
category of perspns, devoted to the physical and
mental health of mankind, with great admiration, with
great gratitude ahd with great trust. In many ways
physical health, the healing of sicknesses, the ‘easing
of pain, the energy of development and work, the
duration of temporal existence, and even a great part
of moral life depend on the wisdom and care of these
protectors, defenders and friends of humanity. We are
as far as we can, uphold their toil,
their honor and their spirit. We hope to have them in
solidarity with us jn affirming and in defending human
life in those exceptional contingencies in which life
itself' can be jeopardized by deliberate :and « evil
-designs of the hu 1an will. In our “yes” to peace there
rings out a “yes” to life. Human life is sacred from the
moment it comes|into existence. The law *Thou shallt
not kill” protects fthis inexpressible miracle of. t)urna
life with transcendent sovereignty. This is ‘the prin-
ciple that governs|our religious ministry with regardt
the human being. We are confident that we. have as at%
ally the ministry of medicine. |

.We have no less trust in the mmrstry that has given
rise to human life| the ministry ‘of parenthood, in‘the
first place that of motherhood. How delicate, how
tender, how affectionate and how strong our words
become! Over this field of nascent life peace spreads
its first protecting|shield. It is a shield endowed with
;he softest protectron but a shleld of defence and
ove.

Accordmgly we cannat,fail to disapp"rovei of each

_and every offense| against nascent life and we must

appeal to every althority, and to everyone rwho has
due .competence,| to work for the prohibition of
procured -abortion| and for its remedy. The thother’s
womb and the child’s cradle are the first barriers that
‘not only protect pEace as well as life but also build
‘Peace. The one who chooses peace in oppasition to
war and to violente automatically choosesilife and
chooses humanity jin its prdfound essential demands;
and this is the meaning of this message that we are
humble yet ardent conviction to
for pear‘fe on earth, and to all our

But we rfnust add a word for all the chrldren With
%olence hey are the most vulnerable sector

but they are hkewrse the hope of a better
igh..some kmd and thoughtfu!' in-
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ration to the abortion issue, decided that the,

password is: _!\i{o to violence, Yes to Peace.
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government to pay for non- therapeutld' abortions. The
President of the United States and tHe Secretary of
Health, Education and Welfare ha;ve repeatedly

- stated "their opposition to permrssrverabortron And’
Congress has limited the crrcumstan(%es for govern-

ment funding of non- therapeutﬁc abortions.

In the recent Congressional ot:iebates it was argued
that" government-subsidized algortldns .are necessary

to reduce welfare costs because-each.child born to a
poor woman will be a contrnurhg financial burden on

the welfare system. This is an un;ust and insulting way
to speak of pdor people. i

‘Free abortion is no cure for poverty, nor is it the
primary need of those who are poor We cannot know
that today’s poor people will never be self-supporting.
And even less can'we know that the unborn children
of the poor — if given the chane — will not grasp the
opportunities for education and employment and
overcome poverty. To turn to abortion as a ““solution”
distracts from the real solutions to the problems of
the poor and generates attrtudes contrary to human

dignity and social justice. |

Encouraging as some of these events of the past
year may seem, there has been no real progress in
providing protection for the rlgirt to life of the unborn
¢hild throughout pregnancy. Ip order to change the
present situation of permissive abortion in our
country and reestablish a legal basis for protecting
the unborn, efforts to pass agconstltutlonal amend-
ment must go,forward :

. H .

I urge all Catholics to takeja more active role in
implementing the U. S. Bishop’s PASTORAL PLAN
FOR PRO—LIFE ACTIVITIES. {This PASTORAL PLAN
calls for -continuing education to deepen our ap-
preciation for the sanctity of life. It also calls for
professional i and voluntary {efforts to meet the
problems of iwomen who mlght otherwise consider
abortion. And it calls for active involvement in the
democratic process — along with millions of other
Americans — in establishing laws and social policies
that protect and sustain all human lives, including the
lives of unborn children.

Noto Vliclence Yes to Peace

termediary may our message reach them, too.

Let ds explain why. First, because in the message of
Peace of previous years we have pointed out that we
do not speak in our own name only but in the name of
Christ, who is “the Prince”” of Peace”
who said, “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall
be calfed children of God” (Mt 5, 9). We believe that,
without the direction and assistance of Christ, true
permarient and world-wide peace is not possible We
also consider that the peace of Christ does not

weaken people, does not make them timid and vic-"

tims of others’ arrogance, but rather renders them
capable of strugglrng for justice and of settling very
many questions wrth the generosity, indeed the genius
of love. &

The’ second reaspn. You children are often led to
quarrel. Remember: it is a harmful vanity to want to
appear stronger than your brothers and sisters, and
friends by quarrelling, fighting, and giving way to
anger and reyenge. Everybody does it, you answer.
No, it is wrong, we say to you. !f"you want te be
strong, be so in spirit and in behavior. Learn to control
yourselves; learn how to forgive and quickly make
friends again with those who have offended you. In
this way you will really be Christians.

The third reason. We think that when you grow up
you must make a change in the way today’s world
thinks and acts, a world in which everybody 1s always
ready to be different, to separate himself or herself

- from others and to fight them. Are we not all brothers

and srstérs? Are we not all members of the same
human fagmily? And are not all the nations oblrged to
-get on well together and to create Peace?

You children of the new age must get used to loving
everybody, to giving to our society the appearance of
a community which-is more noble, more honest, more
unified. Do you really want to be human beings and
not wolves? Do you really want to have the merit and
the joy of dorng what is right, of helping those in need,
and of being able to do good works with the sole
reward of a good conscience? Well then, remember

- the words which Jesus spoke at the Last Supper, the
- night before his Passion. He said:

“A new céom-
mandment | ‘give to you, that you love one another
By this all men will know that yvou are my

drecrples if you have love for one another” (jn 13, ‘~3¢ _

35).

¢

Dear children, we greet you and we bless you ]
|
|

in the world and
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