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In my Pastoral Letter, Focus c$\ the year 1977—1978 
I brought to y o i r a t ten t ion our need \o be 'concerned 

^ a b o u t the sacrec ness of every facet of l i fe when. l said, 
" W e sejrve a Gt d who never forgets; those w h o m he 
has created in . j jwe . He has shared wjith every person 

on this ear th the precious gif of 
Ijife and his o w n Spirit. He t ills 
us though a imother sho i ld 

[.-forget her ch i ld , I w i l l ne /ei 

forget you. I have written y >ui 
name on the palm of my hanc 

beyortc! p ro tec t ion 

apply equal ly t o 
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By Bishop Joseph L Hogan 

laws and social hist tutibns.: No l i fe is of infer ior value. 
!>r sustenance. The law must be the 

all 
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guardian of eacr person's l i fe and rights,.and it must 

" W e are a people who poss ?ss 
the mind and heart of Christ. jHe 

I jd ied for al l men and womjen, 
gloving us even though we are 

l |unwor thy . He loves sinners, 
even t o the po in t of dy ing lifor 

_ them to prove that there were 
no l imi ts t o the fjorgiving love of C o d . 

"As a group of people we carry that message to the 
w o r l d today. We a f f i rm in w o r d and deed the God-

given sacredness of human l i fe. N o l i fe before our 

God is unwanted or condemned as worthless. No one 
is ever beybnd convers ion or a change of heart. Our 
C o d believes in human l i fe, hopes in it, trusts in it. As 
a Church, we should do the same. This message is not 

In recent year:; the sanct i ty of human l i fe has been 
v io la ted and d e i t e d i r i many parts of the wo r l d by 
programs o f permissive abor t ion . In our o w n count ry 

more than one million unborn children are destroyed 
each yearr by ^abort ion, a tragic witness o | our un­
wil l ingness t o love and care for others. 

i 

Permissive abor t ion may be symptomat ic of a 
d imin ish ing respect for ai l human l i fe. As Pope Paul 
VI po in ted ou t on ly one year ago, peace among 
nations WiN on ly be achieved " b y recognizing the 
pr imacy of l i fe as a value and cond i t ion for Peace." 

popular tor|ay; but we need to act oh it, in season and life, ari d we must appeal to every Authority, and tl 
ou t o f season." everyqne who has due competence, to work for thji 

H u m a n l i fe is our most precious gi f t and, in many 
ways, our most f ragi le possession. The beginning o f . 
each human l i fe is an expression of God's creat ive 
love and also the basis of t he va lue and d ign i ty of the 
human-person. Everi in those w h o do not bel ieve in 
God , the mi rac le of l i fe is capable of awakening a 
sense of the sacred, an awareness of the inv io lab le 
qua l i t y of each human ind iv idua l . 

Popfe Paul returns to the theme that Peace and 
respect for l i fe are interdependent in this yearjs 
W O R L D DAY OF PEACE-MESSAGE. The l4oly Father 
emphasizes that " in our 'yes' to Peace there rings out 

a 'yes' to life. Human life is sacred from the momerjt 
it combes in to existence. The law ' thou shalt not kilp' 
pirotecits this inexpressible mirac le of human l i fe-wich 

tfansciindent sovereignty. This is the principle'that 
governs our religious ministry with regard^to trie 
human being . . . Accord ing ly , we c a n n o t ' f a i l no 
disapprove of each and every offense against nascerft 

everyone wno h§s due competence, to work for the 
proh ib i t ion of procured abor t ion and for its remedy j 

;lt is now fivi? years since the Supreme Court 
abor t ion decisions v i r tua l ly denied unborn chi ldren ijn 
the U r i t e d Sta te ; any e f fec t ive legal p ro tec t ion fq>r 
their, r ght to l i fe. But the 1973 decisions have not 
taken ho ld in the minds and hearts of people. Instead, 
they have given new determinat ion and energy" (so 
mi l l i o r s of Amer cans who are keenly aware of life's 
con t inu i ty f rom concept ion onward and of the basic 
va lue of every hu n a n l i fe. 

But no human being is to ta l l y isolated or sealed of f 
— no one lives alone. People l ive in social 

re la t ionsh ips , and society expresses i ts apprec ia t ion 
^6 | ; tp^v ia f l i j e of h u m a r j ; j i f e ; M ^ 6 j e c i m g : r t 3 i e l i fe of 
h ^ & M W ^ e ' r y m e m b e T o W h ^ i m t f n # W l 0 t h r o u g h 

.mfmqPauls W^mgefor^me Day of\Ppace9 Jan. I 

In the past year the Supreme Court , giv ing fur ther 
considerat ion to the abor t ion issue, decided that the. 
state rhay favor io.rmai ch i ldb i r th over abor t ion and 
that there is ' no const i tu t iona l requi rement for 

government to pay tor non-therapeutic* abort ions. The 
President of the Uni ted States and tHe Secretary of 
Heal th , Educat ion and Wel fa re hajve repeatedly 
stated their oppos i t ion to permissive aborti jon. And ' 
Congress has l im i ted the c i rcumstances for; govern­
ment fund ing of non-therapeut ic abort ions. 

[ : ! r 
In the recent Congressional debates] i t was argued 

that 'government -subs id ized abort idr is ' are necessary 
to reduce welfare costs because each.child born to a 
poor w o m a n w i l l be a cont inu ing f inanc ia l burden on 
the we l fa re system. This is an unjust and i nsu l t i ngway 
to speak of poor people. i 

Free abor t ion is no cure for poverty, nor is it the 
pr imary need of those who are poor . We cannot know 
that today's poor people w i l l never be sel f -support ing. 
And even less can 'we know tj^ipt the unborn ch i ld ren 
of the poor — if given the chance — wi l l not grasp the 
oppor tun i t ies for educat ion and emp loyment and 
overcome poverty. To turn to abor t ion as a " s o l u t i o n " 
distracts f rom the real solut ions to the problems ,of 
the poor and generates attitucles contrary to human 

dignity and social justice. ! 

Encouraging as some of th4se events of the past 
year may seem, there has been no real progress in 
prov id ing pro tec t ion for the r ight to l i fe of the unborn 
dhi ld th roughout pregnancy. I j i order to change the 
present s i tuat ion of permissive abor t ion in our 
count ry and reestablish a legal basis for p ro tec t ing 
the unborn , ef forts to pass a ^const i tut ional amend­
ment must go; forward! 

i 
I urge all Cathol ics to take-la more act ive role in 

imp lement ing the U. S. Bishop's PASTORAL PLAN 
FOR P R O - L I F E ACTIVITIES. IThis PASTORAL PLAN 
calls for -cont inuing educat ion to deepen our ap­
prec iat ion for the sanct i ty o f l i fe. It also calls for 
professional ! and vo luntary [efforts to meet the 
problems of J women who might otherwise consider 
abor t ion. And it calls for act ive invo lvement in the 
democra t ic process — along w i th mi l l ions of other 
Americans —̂  in establ ishing laws and social pol icies 
that protect and sustain al l human lives, inc lud ing the 
lives of unborn chi ldren. 

No to Violence, Yes to Peace 
Fol lowing is the second par t o f Pope Paul's annual 

message of peace. The! f i rs t par t was p r in ted in last 
week's edition. 

In this Message bf Peace we. are speaking about 
v io lence as the antagonist ic te rm of peace, and we 
have not spoken about war. W a r st i l l deserves our 
condemnat ion , ever though today it is being rejected 
ever more wide ly ; agairlst it a praiseworthy and ever 
more author i ta t ive e f for t is being made, bo th social ly 
and po l i t i ca l ly . Another reason is that war is being 
kept in check by tb? terr ib le nature of its own arms, 
wh ich it w o u l d immedia te ly have at its disposal in the 
extremely tragic eventua l i ty that it should break out.^ 
Fear, wh ich is c o m m o n to al l Peoples, and to the 
strongest ones especially, hplds in check the even­
tuality that war might turn into a cosmic con-" 
f lagrat ion. And fear, wh ich is more an imagined 
restraint than 'a real one, is accompan ied , as we have 
said, by a lo f ty and rat ional e f fo r t being made at the 
highest po l i t i ca l levels — an e f fo r t wh i ch must tend 
not so much towards ba lanc ing the forces, of the 

, possible contenders as towards showing the supreme 
i r ra t ional i ty of war, and at the same t ime towards 
establ ishing relat ionships between Peoples, wh ich are 
ever mdre interdependent , w i t h u l t ima te sol idar i ty , 
and ever more f r iend ly and human. God grant that it 
be so. 

But we cannot shut our eyes t o the sad real i ty of 
part ia l war, bo th because it is st i l l raging in cer ta in 
regions, | ind because psycholog ica l ly it is not at al l 
excludedi in the uncer ta in pdsab i l i t y of con temporary 
history. Our war against wj i r has not yet been won , 
and our ' lyes" t o peace is rather something wished for 
than something real; 1 or in! many geographical and 

• po l i t i ca l s i tuat ions wh ich have not yet been sett led in 
just and peacefu l so l i t i ons the possibi l i ty of fu tu re 
conf l i c ts jremains en'demic. Our love for peace must 
remain on guard; q the i prospects too , besides tha t of 
a new wor l d war, ob ige ds t o consider and exalt 

• peace ev^n outs ide thp tranches. 

A n d in fac t w e must de fend peace today under 
• wha t we cou ld ca l l ts metaphys ica l aspect. This 

aspect is pr ior to and higher than the histor ical and 
cont ingent aspect o f mil i tary.-ceasefires and of the 

t external t ranqui l l i tas oiidintsJ-We jwish tdrconsijder t h e 
i f c a q s e of peace as i t is re f lec ted in that of human Jife. 
?OUr""•'yes'*] t o peace broadens o u t in to a " y e s " t o l i fe. 

Peace must be brought n o t ' o n l y t o the i^attjierfields 
' b u t wherever human existence is carr ied 6 n The re is 
— indeed 

.protects 
there must be — also a peace tha t no t on l y 
this extstence f r o m the threats 

<•»r-.•V(l ,^*•'--•'A-JM' , 
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weapons of war but also protects l i fe as such against 
every per i l , every mis for tune, every insidious at tack 

As. ministers of re l ig ion, we look on this very e lect ' 
category of persons, devoted t o the physical and 
menta l heal th of nankin,d, .wi th gre'at admi ra t ion , w j th 
great gra t i tude a i d w i t h great trust. In many ways 
physical heal th, t i e heal ing of sickaesses, the easing 
of pain, the eneigy of deve lopment and work , the 
dura t ion of tempora l existence, and even a great part 
of mora l l i fe depend on the w isdom and care of these 
protectors, defenders and fr iends of humani ty . We are 

p.close to them ancl^ as far as we can, upho ld their to i l , 
their honor and their spir i t . We hope to have them in 
sol idar i ty w i t h us n a f f i rm ing and in defending human 
l i fe in those except iona l cont ingencies in wh ich l i fe 
itself can be jeopard ized by del iberate and ^ evi l 
designs of the n u h a n w i l l . In our " y e s " to peace there 
rings out a " y e s " t o l i fe. Human l i fe is sacred f rom the 
m o m e n t it comes jn tp existence. The law "Thou shaljt 
not k i l l " protects this inexpressible mirac le 6f fjumam 
l i fe w i t h t ranscerden t sovereignty. This is the pr in r 

c ip le that governs our rel igious ministry w i t h r e g a r d t o 
the human being. W e are conf ident that we have as an 
al ly the min is t ry of medic ine. 

;VVje have no less trust in the ministry that has given 
rise t o human l i fe the minist ry o f parenthood, in the 
f irst p lace that of mo therhood . How de l ica te , how 
tender, how affectionate and how strong our words 
become! Over this f i e l d of nascent l i fe peace spreads' 
its f irst p ro tec t ing shield. It is a shield endowed w'fth 
the softest p ro tec t ion , but a shield of defence and 
love. " . 

; Accordingly we cannot fail to disapprove; of each 
and every of fense against nascent l i fe and we, must 
appeal to every author i ty , and to everyone jwho has 
due ^competence, t o work for the proh ib i t ion of 
procured abor t ion and for its remedy. The Smother's 
w o m b and the chi ld 's cradle are the f irst barriers that 
not on ly pro tect peace as we l l as l i fe but also bu i ld 
Peace. The one w h o chooses peace in oppos i t ion to 
war and to v io lence au tomat i ca l l y chooses; l i fe and 
chooses humani ty in its p ro found essential demands; 
a n d this is the meaning o f ' t h i s message thalt we are 
:again sending wi th humb le yet ardent conv ic t ion to 
those accoun tab le for peaee on earth, and tp al l our 
brethren inj the wo r d . ' 

'• | : • I ' 'i» 
But we must add a word; for a l l the ch i ld ren. W i t h 

-regard t o v io lence ihey are the most vu lnerab le sector 
o f society, bu t thev are l ikewise the hope o f ja bet ter 
^ tomorrow . T h r o u g i some k ind and t h o u g h t f u l ' i n -

$ i i i 
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termediary may our message teach them, too 

Let ds explain why. First, because in the message of 
Peace of previous years we have po in ted out that we 
do not speak in our own name only but in the name of 
Christ, w h o is " t he Pr ince" of Peace" in the wo r l d and 
who said, "Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall 
be ca^jed chi ldren of G o d " (Mt 5, 9). We bel ieve that, 
w i t hou t the d i rec t ion and assistance of Christ, true 
permanent and wor ld-wide peace is not possible We 
also consider that the peace of Christ does not 
weaken people, does not make them t im id and v ie - ' 
^tims of others ' arrogance, but rather renders them 
capable of struggl ing for just ice and of sett l ing very 
many questions w i th the generosity, indeed the genius 
of love. g> 

The 'second reason. You chi ldren are o f ten led to 
quarre l . Remember: it is a harmfu l vani ty to want to 
appear stronger than your brothers and sisters, and 
fr iends by quarre l l ing, f ight ing, and giv ing way to 
anger and reyengel Everybody does it, you answer. 
No, it is wrong, we say to you . I f y o u want to be 
strong, be so in spirit and in behavior. Learn to cont ro l 
yourselves, learn how to forg ive and qu ick ly make 
fr iends again w i t h those w h o have o f fended you In 
this way you w i l l real ly be Christians. 

The th i rd reason. We think that when you grow up 
you must make a change in the way today's w o r l d 
th inks and acts, a wo r l d in wh ich everybody is always 
ready t o be d i f ferent , to separate himself or herself 
f r om others and to f ight them. Are we not all brother^ 
and sisters? Are we not a l l members of the same 
human fami ly? And are not al l the nations ob l iged to 
•get on we l l together and to create Peace? 

You ch i ldren of the new age must get used to lov ing 
everybody, to giving to our society the appearance of 
a commun i t y wh ich is more noble, more honest, more 
un i f ied . Do you really want, to be human beings and 
not wolves'? Do you real ly want to have the meri t and 
the joy of do ing what is r ight, of helping those in need, 
and o f being able to do good works w i th the siole 
reward of a good conscience? We l l then, remember 
the words wh ich jesus spoke at the Last Supper, the 
night be for^ his Passion: He said: " A new com­
mandmen t I g ive to you , that y o u love one another 
. . . By this al l men w i l l know that you are |my 
disciples, if you have love for one ano ther " ( jn 13.1-34-
35). ^ " I 

Dear ch i ld ren , we greet y o u and we bless you . 'jThe 
password is: N o t o v io lence. Yes t o Peace. 
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