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* COURIER-JOURNAL 

By FATHER 
BENEDICT E H M A N N . « 

In bur d iocese, there are 
six churches o f the Easiern 
Ca tho l i c Rites - three in 
Rochester, one in Elmira 
Heights , o n e i n B a t h , o n e i n 
Auburn. Five are of the 
Ukra in i an Byzantine* Rite, 
o n e is o f t h e M e l k i t e 
Byzan t ine Rite. They are no t 
Roman Catho l ics , bu t even 

•SO they are no less. Ca tho l i c 
tthair are the Roman. 
- Catholics They are not 

under the ju r i sd ic t i on o f the 
Rochester Bishop: they have 
thei r own-bishops... 

The b ishop of the f i ve 
Ukran ia r i parishes is Joseph 
M . S c h m o n d i u k , o f 
S t a m f o r d , Conn, , whose 
j u r i s d i c t i o n c o v e r s a l l t h e 

New England states and 
New York, w i t h 87,620 
Ukran ian Catho l ics . The 
M e l k i t e ' b ishop is Joseph 
Taw i l , o f West N e w t o n , 
Mass., w i t h 2 0 J 1 6 M e l k i t e 

t!athoJics in 17 states, from 
. Massachusetts! \ to Flor ida 

a n d crolss 
Ca l i f o rn ia 

These . 
the i r iPaith 

f is ta r mo re 
Catholics, 

and. 
are\, 

I 'm 
t oo 

• » » • 
I! *i w 
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c o u n t r y 

in 

to 

e , p rac t i ce 
a strarj ige\and 

u n c h r i s t i a n s e g r e g a t i o n 
from Roman Catholics! The 
f au t t is on ly pa r t l y theirs. I t 

w i t h us Roman 
M©st ofc us kftow 

hard ly any th ing a b o u t t h e m ; 
f r a i d m a n y o f 

intra-parochial 
us 
in 

WORD FOR 
SUNDAY 

Fr: 
AlHefl: Shamon 

- - * 

Sunday's Readings: (R.5) Jn. 
1:29-J4. (R1) ls 49:5. 5-6. (R2) 
1 Cor. 1:1-5 

Sunday's gospel is very 
interest ing, tor there is more 
to it than meets the eye. 
J o h n t h e B a p t i z e r 
p roc la imed . " L o o k ! There is 
the Lamb of C o d w h o takes 
away the sin of the world'" 
This p r o c l a m a t i o n has t o be 
understood trom two' 
v iewpo in ts that ot the 
H a p t u e r and that of the 
J vangel ist w h o recorded the 
event over 60 years later 

The Bap t i / e r very l ike ly 
was," not th ink ing of: the 
Lamb o f C o d as1one led t o 
s l a u g h t e r , w e a k a n d 
helpless, but rather o t , the 
horned lamb, w h i c h in 
Jewish though t symbo l i zed 
t h e ; c h a m p i o n o t C o d w h o 
w o u l d vanqu ish ev i l and sin 
in the w o r l d (Rev 17 14) 
lhi> interpretation tits in 
w e l l w i t h ' the U a p t i x e r ' s 

preach ing ot the Messiah 
( 'oming as a w r a t h f u l |udge 

John, the writer of the 
g o s p e l . h o w e v e r , , ac ldec i 

another d imens ion to this 
t heme ot the, Lamb ot C o d 
l o h n < o u k l l ook back on the 
l i te o t Jesus, whereas the 
Bap t i / e r c o u i d on ly look to 
the l i f e o f Jesus. John had 
s tood by the cross and had 
seen the rsdempt ion ot 
b l o o d So John natura l ly 
i den t i f i ed the Lamb ot ( j o d 
w i t h the su f fe r ing servant of 
Isaiah S i . 7. 10, w h o is 
I tkened to a l amb led to 
s laughter to r the sins of the 
w o r l d 1 hus John s i tuated 
the Bapt izer 's ac t iv i t ies near 
the Jewish feast ot the 
Passover, that ce lebrates 
r e d e m p t i o n t h r o u g h the 
b i p o d ot ,i l amb, at a t ime 
w h e n s h e p h e r d s w e r e 
h e r d i n g the i r lambs to 
Jerusalem 

7fe;e B a p t i / e r c o n d u c t e d 
his min is t ry a round the 
I jordan River As k ids, w e 
t ised to " h e l p " the jan i to r at 
St A loys ius School To 
vyateh him stoke the boilers 
f asc ina ted us. He 'd bank the 
coals c leve r l y W e ' d ask h i m 
why . H e ' d say the r»coals 
vyould b u r n bet ter Can we. 
sbppose tha t C o d w h o m a d e 
thje wo r ld : d i d . not have a. 
piurpose ifn the way He 
a r ranged jtbings, { ike the 

jerdan Riyjtjr?; ., ' "' 

*•" ^ ^ iDg you know that Jordan 
rrfea'ns " t h e descender!" ' The 
sSuxces o t . t h e Jordan are i n . 
\ | t H e r m o n over 2/ipOO teet 
dbpVie.isea leve l . -When , t h e -
r i f ier r e a c h e s Lake- f J i i l eh 12 
nrgies a^ay, the riVer is: six 

^ks f«fetc aj^e>ve| sea leylej.j Tjhen 
' f f e p r j s M & i s h e s djpvvn j the 

Gal i lee, w h i c h is 676 feet 
be low sea level. From the 
slopes of H e r m o n to this 
po in t , a d is tance of 25 mi les, 
the Jo idan drops 2,275°feet. 

Then the Jordan turns and 
twists, l ike a f lee ing serpant. 
for some 200 miles over a 
d is tance of 60 miles (as the 
crow flies) un t i l it reaches 
the Dead Sea — 1,280 feet 
be low sea leve l , the lowest 
spot on ear th. 

Don t you think the Lord 
m e a n t t o t e a c h us 
s o m e t h i n g b y t h i s 
arrangements Sodom is a 
p roverb for wickedness, its 
inhab i tan ts l ived in the 
l o w e s t ' "spot o n ' e a r t h 
Jerusalem is a name of g lory 
and it ' ' is a c i ty on a 
m o u n U i n t o p Is there no 
symbo l i sm hereS 

The one river in Israel is 
as c i jooked as a serpent It 
rushes on m u d d y and 
foaming , l ike a maddened 
sinner. It loses ftselt u t te r ly 
in 'the sea of a-death — a 
sea w i t h o u t ou t le t , w i t h o u t 
a c i ty on its shore, w i t h o u t • 
boats or t raf f ic , on, its sun-
face, no f ish, rip seaweed,, . 
no c o r a l . Its banks a/e bare 
and desolate. T h e air is 
t i l l ed w i t h sharp ac r id odors. 
O i l y patches of asphal t -se­
tt le B ib le cal ls it "s l ime" 
(Ci> 1.4:10) — f loa t on its 
waves', g iv ing the Drdcl Sea 
the name also " L a k e of 
A-sphaJt." 

W h a t d o e s t h i s 

geographica l phenomenon 
stand f o r ' I his Jordan w h i c h 
par ted to let the Hebrews 
in to the Promised LanoV 
T his .Jordan that c leansed 
the leprosy o t Naaman'" This 
l o rdan is the e m b l e m ot the 
sinner in the w o r l d . The 
sinner goes d o w n , d o w n , snd. 
the end of his way is dea th 
Die he must it sin dr ives h im 
on • D^ad is he .unless 
s o m e t h i n g stop.s t h i s 
seaward rush So John came 
bap t i z ing at t he Jordan to 
reveal the uamb'o f C o d w h o 
can stop this onward f l o w o f 
sin <\;id can pic nt the sinner 
l ike a tree near the running, 
waters to bear .truit in due 
season — it he look to H i m ! 

o u t l o o k even t o care ajbout . 
it. A n d ye t t he Sign o f Reace 
at our Eucharists is qijify a 
l imp , anergic gesture,. uipies"sr 

in i n ten t ion , it is a le r t to 
reach ou t ! t o these Eastern 
Catho l ics of our euchairtetic. 
commun i tV ! 

As I w r i t e this, I'm 
remember ing ..the > annua l 
O c t a v e o f 'P raye r fo r Un i ty , 
w h i c h begins in another 
week. How can we put 
enough heart 's b l o o d in to 
our prayed for un i ty , if we 
ignore or ove r look the many 
thousands o f ou r Eastern 
Rite bre thren so close t o our 
home: 
with 

O n 
Of t 
Coun 
sub je 
Cath 
gat he 
Here 

P? 
and! a l ready in un ion 

of the 16 documen ts 
le second Vatican 
iil .deals with the 

t o f t h e . Eastern 
tics. | t is not meant to 

dust on the shelf. 
^re sc»me of the urgent 

things! it says: 
"The Cjatholic Church 

h o l d s i n h i g h e s t e e m t h e 
ins t i tu t ions of i the Eastern 
Churches, their ! l i turg ica l . 
r i t e s , 
t rad i t ions, 
way of life 
•they are j by 
an t iqu i t y , 
w i t h that 

Ecc les ias t i ca l 
and Chr is t ian 

Distinguished as 
thei r venerab le 

they are br ight 
t r ad i t i on w h i c h 

was handed d o w n f r o m the 
a p o s t l e s t h r o u g h t h e 
fa thers , apd w h i c h fo rms 
part of the ld iv ine ly revealed 
a n d k u n d t v d e d her i tage o f 
the universal Church. 

" t h a t Cf iu rch , Ho ly and 
Apos to l i c , i w h i c h is the 
Mys t i ca l Body of Christ , is 
made up ol the f a i t h f u l w h o 
are o rgan ica l l y un i ted in the 
Ho ly Spirlit t h rough the 
same faith, the same 
s a c r a m e n t s , a n d t h e s a m e 

government; and who, 
c o m b i n i n g , i n t o v a r i o u s 
groups he ld together by a 
hierarchy, form separate 
churches or rites. Between 
these, there flourishes such 
an admi rab le b ro the rhood 
that this var ie ty ,w i th in the 
Church , in n o w a y harms her 
un i ty , bu t rather mahi fests 
it t o r it isi the m i n d of the 
Catho l i c C'jhurch tha t each 
ind i v idua l Church or r i te 
re ta in its (tradit ions w h o l e 
and entire,! wh i l e ad jus t ing 
its w a y of l i fe t o the var ious 
needs of t i rhe and p l ace . " 

The m i n d of the Church is 
clea]r, thej manda te im­
perat ive. Bijit I see very l i t t l e 
" b r o t h e r h o o d , " h a r d l y 

the ; des ignat ion 
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Available Out of Town Functions 
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Orchestra 
AllOceasioris 

^7530 

" a d m i r a b l e " used , by the 
c o u n c i l , e x i s t i n g in, rfeal^ty 

.be tween <t,he, Easterns fRan,d 
the Roma 'nso f the..Cathol ic 
c o m m u n i t y in this l i t t l e 
corner of the w o r l d . W h e n 

are we going to break- the 
si lence, priests and people , 
wh ich ' makes the Eastern 
C a t h o l i c s so shy a n d 
reserved t o w a r d us? Sure, 
thei r Mass r i tua l .d i f fers 
f r o m ours, bu t i t 's the same 
Mass.,in essence. They ,have 
mar r ied priests, t hough ' not 
a l l ^ re mar r ied . They have a 
d i f fe ren t Easter • da te f r o m 

, ours. Dif ferent-* f r o m ours 
are thei r ce lebra t ions and 
t radi t ions."^ ] t y shouId not 
alienate7~\i&~' Romans, bu t 
enr ich us, t o enter in to 
them. 

Go, see fo r yoursel f . Pray 
w i t h therf/. Join in thei r 
worsh ip and C o m m u n i o n 
See in them honest- to-
g o o d n e s s bro ther 's a n d 
sisters in the B lood of Christ 
The Vat ican Cjouncil 
dec lared " ' i t Jeels great j oy 
in the f r u i t f u l and zea lous 
collaboration between the 
E a s t e r n a n d W e s t e r n 
Cathol ics Churches . " W h a t 
are these bu t empty" words , 
unless we pu t ourselves ou t , 
priests and lay fo tk , and go 
o u t of ou r way t o i n t roduce 
ourselves t o thes'e Eastern 
Catho l i c churches in our 
diocese; they are l is ted i n , 
l oca l te lephone d i rec tor ies , ; 
e i ther under the name q f the' 
church , or of the pastor j 

Rochester: 1) St. N icho las 
M e l k i t e C h u r c h , ' 3 7 0 
Reming ton St., r a the r Salem 
Faddou l . 2) St. Josaphat's 
Ukra in ian Church , 940 Ridge 
Rd. E., Msgr. Babak. 3) 
Ukra in ian Church of the., 
Epiphany, 202 Car te r St., 
Father Basil Ostas. 

E l m i r a H e i g h t s : St 
N icho las Ukra in ian Church , 
410 E. M c C a n n Blvd. , Father 
Stefan Chomko . 

B a t h : C h r i s t . t h e K i n g 
Church , Salubr ia Rd., Father 
O n u f ry Wo lansky . 

A u b u r n Ss. Peter and Paul 
Church, 134 Washington St., 
t a t h e r John Squi l ler . 

j ce lebra ted r^y. Father Ed- .fe090. 
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• QUALITY STANDARDS 
• DIGNITY IN SERVICE 
• INTEGRITY IN BUSINESS 

„ AJ cha?KWaW^Masf w i i r ^ w a r t ^ ^ d ^ ^ D i i p ^ Mfss 
., the 1 heme of ecumenism has the 2&minute movie}pri thp 

been scheduled afSfc-Paul 's ^s^f^Coinfi^enciWpti^th^ 
Chu fch a t 7 8 | H a r d Road in Char isrn ' i t iC R e n M a f \nthe 
Webster a t : 8 p.m., Fr iday, Xh r i s t i an H Churc r i e | v :W i i r be 
Jan. 20 , ""•'- " : '"•- shdwn. "X"-'' 7 '" '•".; 

B U R N S - BE'A 'lW- PH A! 
F U N E R A L H O M E 
1795 Ridge Rd. E. 46 

P a u l W. H a r r i 
FUNERAL HOME INC 

570 Kings Highway South (corner Ti 

SPACIOUS 
l ' \RKINC 

Private < jtsket * l e i Hon room 
S4+2(M1 ' . 
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F u n e r a l H o m e I n c . , 
Caotidon E.Smith Charles Li Xounglove 

1511 Dftwey Ave. Richarqj ̂ . Werttl 
458-6200 

This free booklet tells 
why every father 
should make a w i l l . . . 
even if he's young , 
and healthy! 

Sixteen pages, clearly | wr i t ten 
and colorful ly i l lus t ra te^, ; tell 
why you should make your wi l l 
and how to go about it. Charts 
on page 3 show what your heirs 
can lose if you die without a 
wi l l . Page 5 discusses Why you 
need a lawyer's help i n drawing 
up your wi l l . Page 6 goes into 
detail! about how to start and 
what to include. > No 
young or o ld , should! neglect 
his wi l l . Maryknoi l 's ! bookjlet 

-wi l l convince you ! 

M a i l t h e c o u p o n f o r 

y o u r f r e e c o p y t o d a y ! 

father, 

Free Booklet o n Wi l ls ' 
Th*:M[arykriQii Fathers , ", 1 , 
71 J«w«tt Parkway > 
BuWiflokN^w York 14214 | 
1716) 834^6<J65^' ., ; | 
Dear Fathers: v ^ i .'•"'•' 
Pleas© send me your booklet on making a wi l l , f 

understand there is no obl igat ion. \ \ 
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