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six churches of the Eastern

Catholic ‘Rites — threel in
Rochester, gne in Elmira

In our’ dlocese there{a:‘e

Auburn. Five are of the
Ukrainian Byzantinel Rite,
one is of the Melkite
Byzantine Rite. They are not
. Roman Catholics, but even
50 they are na less Catholic
_4* sthan  are the
Catholics. They

are not

Roman

Heights, one in Bath, one in .

-

* under the jurisdiction of the

.Magsachusetts! \ to
. |

-Rochester Bishop: they have
theijr own bishops...

The bishop of the flve’

Ukranian parishes is Joseph
M. Schmondiuk, of
Stamford, Conn,, whose
jurisdiction- covers all the
New ‘England states and
New York, with 87,820
Ukranian Catholics. The
Melkite® bishop is Joseph
Tawil, of West Newton,
Mass., with' 20116 Melkite

“@atholics in 17 states, from
Florida

- s

WORD FOR )
SUNDAY

‘\Albert Shamon )

. Sunday’s Readings: (R3) Jn
1:29-34. (R1} Is 49: % 5-6. (RZ)
1Cor. 1:1-3

~ Sunday’s gospel s’ very
interesting, for there is'more
to 1t than meets the eye.
"john the Baptlzer
proclalmad ‘Look! There is
the Lamb of Cod who takes
away the sin of the world™
This proclamation has to be
understood  trom

viewpoints  that ot the
Baptizer and that of the

t vangelist who recorded the
event over bl) years later

The Baptizer very likely
was ~ not thlnkm}, of. the

slaughter, wedk and
helpless, but rather ot the
horned lamb, which n

Jewish thought symbolized
the :champion ot God who
would vanquish evil and sin

in the world (Rev 17 14)
Ihis interpretation tits in
well  with  the Baptizer's

preaching ot the Messiah
coming as ¢ wrathtul |ud}.,e

‘]ohn, the writer ot the
gospel,  however, . added
another dimension to this
theme ot the, Lamb ot God
John could look back on the
lite ot Jesus, whereas the
Baptizer could only look to
the life of Jesus. john had
stood by the cross and had
seen  the  rsdemption ot
blood So jJohn naturally
identitied the Lamb ot God
with the suttferning servant of
tsatah 53 7, 10, who is
likened to a lamb led to
slaughter tor the sins of the
world  Thus John situated
the Baptizer's activities near
the Jewish teast ot the
Passover, that celebrates
redemption  through  the
~ biood ot a lamb, at a time

when shepherds were
" herding therr lambs  to

Jerusalem ;

The Baptizer conducted
his  nuristry  around the
fordan River As kids,
used to “help” the janitor at
St Aloysius  Schéol  To
wateh him stoke the boilers
fascinated us. He'd bank the

“.. Coals cleverly We'd ask him

" vhy. He'd say
would burn better. Can we
suppose that God who made
the world’ dnd not have a
purpose in the  way ' He
ike  the

Do you fmow that Jordan
tfedans ~“the descender?” The
surces ot the Jordan are in .
grmon over UUO feet
: \-leve[

Huleh 12
the river is six
sea Ie el Then

two -

Lamb of God as‘one léd to .

the »coals

hen the:-:

This

Galilee, which is 676 feet
below sea level. From the
slopes of Hermon to this
point, a distance of 25 miles,
the jordan draps 2,275 feet.

Then the jordan turns and
twists, like a fleeing serpant,
for some 200 miles over a
distance of 60 miles (as the
crow flies) until it reaches
the Dead Sea — 1,280 feet
below sea level, the lowest
spot on earth.

Don't you think the Lord

meant to teach wus_
something by  this
arrangement?! Sodom is a

proverb for wickedness, its
inhabitants lived in the
lowest” spot on’ earth
]erusah-‘m is a name of *,lorv
and it is° a city on a
mountaintop s there no
symbo‘l‘lsm here?

The bne niver in Israel is
as crooked as a serpent It

rushes on muddy and
toaming, like a maddened
sinner. It loses itselt utterly

in the sea of a-death —
sea without outlet, withou]
a city on its shore, without -
boats ¢r trattic. on, its sur

face, no fish, ro Seaweed, . andiundiv

no coral Its banks are bare
and desolate. .The air 1s
tilled with sharp acnid odors.
Oily patches of. asphalt -
the Bible calls it “slime”
(Gn 1410) — float on its
waves, giving the l)edd Sea
the name also “take of

Asphalt.”

What does this
geographical  phenomenon
stand for? 1his Jordan which
parted to let the Hebrews
into the Promised Land?
Jordan that cleansed
the leprosy ot Naaman? This
Jordan 1s the emblem ot the
sinnér in the world. The
sinner goes down, down, snd.
the end of his way is death.
Die he must it sin drives him
on- Dead is he .unless
something stops this

seaward rush So john came .

baptizing at the jordan to
reveal the Lamb of God who
can stop this onward flow of
sin and can plant the sinner
hike a tree near the running,
wdters to bear frust in due
season — it he look to Him!

and

‘they are' b

cgovernment;

-individual .

cross  country;
Califarnia

ese people
their faithl in a strangé and
unChiistian. segFegation
from Romian Catholics. The
fault is onlly partly theirs. It

practlce

" is far more with‘us. Roman

Catholics.|Mast of: us’khow
hardly anythmg about them,;

and I'm afraid many of us.

ntra-parochial in .-
bout .

are\ too

outlook even to care
it. And yet the Sign of Peace
at our Eucharists is only a
lump anemic gesture unles‘s
in- intention, it is- alert . to
reach éut to these Eagtern

Catholics of - our euchalnstlc. )

commumtv !
As 1 “write
rememberﬁng .the : annual
Octave of \Prayer for Unity,
which begins in another
week. How can we put
enough heart’s blood into
our prayéf for unity, if we
ignore or overlook the many
thousands' of our Eastern
Rite b(ethréﬂ so close to our

homeI an already in union

this, I'm

Oné of the 16 documents
of the jecond Vatican
Coungil deals with the
subject of the. Eastern
Cath Pics. It is not meant to
gather dust on the shelf.
Here are some of the urgent
things!it says: :

“The (atholic Church
holds in high esteem the
|n>tltut|ons‘ of the Eastern

Churches, | their, liturgical,
rites, ?cclesnastncal
traditions, | and Christian

way of life] Distinguished as
their venerable
antiquity, |they are bright
with that }tradition which
was handed down from the
apostles - through the
Fathers, and which forms
part of thefivinely revealed

the universal Church.
“That- Church, Holy and
Apostolic, | which is the
Mystical Body of Christ, is
made up o(j the faithful who,
are organidally united in the
Holy Spirit  through the
same faith, the same
sacraments. and the same
and who,

combinin into various

i groups held together by .a

separate

hierarchy, ; form
Between

churches or rites.

‘these, there flourishes such

an admuralble brotherhood
that this variety within the
Church in rlm way harms her
unity, but rather manifests
it For it isi the mind of the
Catholic Church that each
Church or rite
retain its traditions whole

-and entire} while adjusting

its way of life to the various
needs of tiq‘)e and place.”

The mind of the Church is
clear, the mandate im-
perative. But | see very little
“brotherhood’, hardly
worthy of the, designation

4tier serve

4tier founta_‘ :Cal

, Wedneéhayj'.lanuarydn, 1978 - .

to

“Catholics

ded. heritage of .

admlrable" ‘used . by the
.council, ,existipg in, fealjty |
.between 1the Eastemsmand

the R f the.Catholic .
e Romans.of the Ca h‘:t;: {' cele) rated hy Father Ed-

community in this

corner of the world. When 5
are we.going to break..the ;

silence, priests and people,
which makes the Eastern
so shy and
réserved toward us? Sure,
their Mass ritual

from oburs, but it's the same | §
Mass in essence. They have |-
married priests, though' not '
all are married. They have a '
- different Easter-date from
_ours.
~are their. celebrations and
~ traditions It ‘should

Different~ from ~ours

alienate”".ug’+ Romans,
enrich us, to enter
them. ]

Go, see for yourself. Pray
with thery. Join in their
worship and Communion.
See in them hrgrr‘test-to-
goodness brothers and
sisters in the Blood of Christ.
The Vatican Clouncil”
declared “it feels great joy
in the fruitful and zealous

collaboration between theé’
"Eastern

and Western
Catholics Churches.” What
are these but empty words,
unless'we put ourselves out,
priests and layfolk, and go
out of our way to introduce’
ourselves to these Eastern
Catholic churches in our
diocese; they are listed in;
local telephone directories,
either under the name of the,
church, or of the pastor!
Rochester: 1) St. Nicholas
Melkite Church, '370,
Remington St., Father Salem
Faddoul. 2) St. Josaphat’s
Ukrainian Church, 940 Ridge
Rd. E., Msgr. Babak. 3)
Ukrainian Church of the,
Epiphany, 202 Carteri St.,
Father Basil Ostas. ; .
‘Elmira Heights: St.-
Nicholas Ukrainian Church,
410 E. McCann Bivd,, Father
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even if he’s young

and healthy!

Sixteen ‘pages;
“and colorfully

clearly | wntten
illustrat

, ! tell

why you should make your will
and how to go about it
at yoLr heirs

on page 3 show wh

will.

5

'i

| can lose if you die without a
! Page 5 discusses

| need a Iawyers help in
up your will. Page '6 gdes into

about

to mc?ude

i detail.
.~ what

" his” will. Maryknoil's
-will convince you!
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‘Mail the coupo. for
today!
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Dear Fathers: " :
Please send me\your booklet on. making a w
undetstand there is no obligation

Stefan Chomko. ! *
Bath:Christ. the King ; Younglove-sml

Churfch, Sallubrif Rd., Father ; Funei'al Home |"c e
"Onufry Wolansky. o b
- Auburn Ss. Peter and Paul Gordon E Smith - Chaﬂes L ¢OUHQ|OVQ ! :'
-Church, 134 Washington St., 1511 Dgwey Ave. - R'Charqﬂ Werth ge
tather John Squiller. 458-6200 | "I el
1 3 ru
This free booklet tells ‘ o .
why every father o
should make a will . - th
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