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Atlanta ~(RNSJ--
foundgurgty of bargaining in
bad 37
ployges
plants at "Roanoke’ Rapids,
N.C." ;

An aominiétrative law
judge of f:he National Labor

).p.
: Stevens Company has been

w:tﬁfﬂumonf’“em”*“*
fat. seven; of 1 ltsg, anegotratlons wil

Relations Board talled for
sweeping sapctions agalnst
%hﬁ compagy and

hat ‘
a1ﬁ“ithem
tractability™ open-’
mindedness of Sherman at-

the outskirts pf Atlanta.”.

g “Judge Bernard Ries’ NLRB

(TThe )
Church 1 78

One of my friends w*\o is
of Hispanic background
recently | expressed baf-
flement over my concern for
the institutional Churth.
“What difference does the
institution make,” she
wondered. “Is .not the

. Church the mystical body; of

Christ, lafter all-God's
people” Why was | worried
about such things as mept
catechetjcal directories,
unrepresentative tent
‘shows, unprofessnor{

litigation jwith the teachers
unions and church mukic
publishers? |

After thinking about her
comment for a while} I
decided] that in most

countries; of the world her -
position would make serise
The concern of American
Catholics about the ec-
clesiastical institution | is
unusyal. © We cannot . |be .
indifferent to it, we are
caught gp in a love-hate
relati’on’sl@ip with it. Even

those who leave the Churth,
who attack and ndrcule it,
cannot get it out of ¢ leir
systems. | Such  writers

james 1 “Farrell, John (Liast
Catholic in Ameriga)
Powers, and Tom McHales
bitterly attack the Church in
their writing but still can’t
get it out.of their systems.
| don’t think one has|to
search very deeply for jan
explanat(on The Church is
an organization, and most

partlcular!y as our neigh- -

borhood' parish, "was
critical jnstitution in  the-
immigrant experience. | It
was an extremely important
part of our lives whether e
liked it or not, even whether
we realized it or not. The
parish got .into our
bloodstreams; we cdre
about the Church as jin-
stitution:  because -the
Church as institution is part
of Reality for us

If you care about ¢
Church ds institution, yaur
concern jis in your blood-
stream like an infection.
You can't help “but
dismayed when you watch

T

that institution tear itsFl\i
apart, make " itself look
ridiculous and absurd

destroy rlts credibility a d
|mportance “and betray |its
prormse and its possibility.
It is painful to watchf a
parent commrt suicide.

All thlib is by way |of
preliminary to wondering
whether quick-tix solutions
resent malaise|in
the -Church will ever |be
abandon d Lach vear | it
seems to be a .new- cat-

_chword. a1new slogan, a npw

enthuscasm a new attempt
to: ‘dodge away from

problems to avoid 'crr)-"
plexity, to escape:
responsub e thought:: Last-<

year':it was
Actioh, before ‘that it was

g . nd aII the lother

he '

the . Call. |to" .

.

" about the déng,ers of being
bitter. Let. e reply to all of -
sthem:. with

mmdless enthusrasms which
have beset us since’ the end
of the Vatlcan Counpcil. This
yvear the . : i
eVangehzatnon
more mlndle}ss thanimost of
the previous fixes. i
3

We are now to go&out and
reclaim the! “uncharched”
from among the aljenated.
It is not especially ngcessary
to  understand who the
unchurched 'zare or why the
alienatedi might be
alienated; it is not necessary
to test our assumptions that
the unchurched and the
alienated are just sitting
there passively waiting for
us to evangelize them. We
don’t have to comprehend
the nature of the religious
difficulties of our time, we
do not have. to be sensitive
to the depths of human
problems of meaning and
community, we do not have
to rework and represent our
teachings so they are
pertinent to human needs.
All we have to do is go out
and EVANGELIZE!

Try, if you'can. to look at
the Catholic Church,from an
outsider’s point of view. The
Church has preached since
Leo XIll on' the right of
workers to join unions and
the obligation of .employers
to pay a living wage. At
present the Church s
engdged in véry contentious
litigation against the right of
its own school teachers to

form a uniop and against -

the right of church
musicians and church music
publishers to collect the
fruits of their work. If you
were unchurched or
alienated, would you seek
religious leadership from dn
organization engaged in
such hypocrisy? Would you
turn to an organization
which was so. insensitive, so

confused, . and so
hypocritical? -
If you were an un-

churched person lpoking for
an exciting, r”ummatmg
encouraging religious vision

- to pass on to your children,

would you be attracted by
the 200-odd pages of blah in
the Catechetical Directory -
especially when you are told
that some of the Blah now
has to be memorized?
Would you be willing to
accept the ‘leadership of
men who mdde themselves
look so ridiculous on the
abortion nsnlxe during the
presidential ‘campaign but
who, on the other hand,

speak no words on the
subject of - anti-Catholic |
prejudice jin Anverica:’
Would you be willing to join
an orgamzatron which by its
own admission is staffed in
many important plaoes with
incompetents and | even
deranged people an_d still

refuses to remove themn?

How dare 'we go out on
the housetops and
evangelize, urging other
people to remove the mote
of irreligion out of their eyes
when the; beam of
hypocrisy, {ncompetence,
medigcrity; - :and stupidity |
has virtually blinded us?

\ !

Penodxcal(y 1 get letters

‘from pious hlins warning me:

ione sentence:
Anybody who is not bitter
abouyt -the p resent state of

" thinks

"be made “in accord

CHxhélicism T

doesn t love ;he Lhurch

bench is lolaié& |n ’tl;rs .
Southern city, burned.to the

and charged d..... ground by. General Willjam
‘it " approack sd Habor 2T Sherman in1864. Judge

Ries’ ruling, tantamount to a
lower court decisipn,
decrees »that Stevens must
pay costs of the union, |the
Amalgamated Clothing and
Textile "Workers Union| of
America, in negotiations
and labor board hearings.

1

the company was or-
dered to pay costs incurred
by the board itself plus back
wages to Roanl{oke Rapids
employees - who were
docked after th&y voted to
unionize. ;
) 1 ‘
Union officials, the judge
said, must be allowed ac-
cess to Stevens plants:to
talk to employees

The judge also told the
company to end bad-faith

bargaining and coercion of -

employees exercising their
rights under labor law.
Judge Ries recommended
that the company be or-
dered to mail employees
notice of the labor board

oecrsro\n fmdmg the
company guilty of v:olatmé
the law. |

3

The" "ﬁtevens' Company
said in a prepared statement
that based on! our
preliminary review of his
recommqndatrons it ap-
pears that (the judge) has
completely mrsunderstood
the facts involved in the
Roanoke
negotiations.”

While the company said it .-

was ‘‘reviewing in detail”
the decision, it left no doubt
that the ruling would be
appealed to the National
Labor Relations'Board itself”

“The xuling
decision earlier this month

by the labor board to seek,

if necessary, a nationwide
injunction against the
Stevens Company, ordering
it to stop interfering with the
“rights of workers to organize
and telling it to bargain
collectively under the terms
of the National Labor
Relations Act.

Eight Protestant church

Rhodesm Blshops.
'Oppressed Must
Be leerated' |

Salisbury (RNS) --
Rhodesia’s remainjng four .
Roman Catholic bishops
(two black, two | white)
declared here thati while
there should be no recourse

to violence, justice requires .

that ‘the oppressed” be
liberated and Tunjust
inequalities” be removed.

The prelates’ declaration

came in the form of
“guidelines” for the for-
mation of a Christian
conscience - on |[sOcCioO-
political matters. -

Their brochure entitled

“United by Consent’’ was
issued at a time when the
people of the breakaway

- British colony face what the

bishops described as tough
political decisions | about
their country’s future .

Prime Minister lan D.
Smith's white minority
government has annpunced
its intention ~ to ftransfer
political power to the black
ma;onty But negotiations
are ~proceeding slow'ly
between the. government,
representative . of 270,000
whites, and moderate black
nationalist leaders; who
claim to represent the
country’s 6.2 million blacks.

Meanwhile,’ Zimbabwe’s
(Rhodesia) Patriotic . Front,
an alliance of two other
black nationalist Jeaders
and: their guerrilla |forces,
has refused to:negotiate and.
has continued to engage ‘in
sporadic watffare| with
government forces.

The Catholic: bishops did
not suggest any specific
political ~ solution, saying
that each Christian is|/free to
choose the “pohhcal party
and program” he pr she
best. Noting that
political decisions” |should
with
conscience,” the
raddressing
primarily to

personal
prelates,
themselves
Rhodesia’s. 5
Catholics, insisted that for
Catholics “thé judgment of
their conscience may|not be |
e

0,000 -

separated from the
magisterium of the Church.”

They said that there are

‘“a variety of wvalues
deserving ‘of Christian
support,” among them,
“liberty, justice, peace,
educational freedom, and
minority rights.”

A Christian, said
bishops, cannot in good
conscience contribute to
the establishment of any
type of totalitarianism, “no
matter by what name it is
called.”

‘ dlspkxte from internal stud}
Rapids’

follows a’

the '

amon& the 3, employees
at thelplants in 1974 and has
not beéen able té negotiate a

contract with-Ste

orgamzatrons and 1seven
Roman Catholic orders have
taken some action on the

programs, to shareholde
actlons, to joining
nationwide boycott o

products of the textile firm.

Judge Ries said his rulmg ~
applies not only'to the seven :
_ Roanolte Rapids plants but
. to all{}.P. Stevens plants,
employiing about 45,000
worker§ -
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iC TRAVEL CENTERE

A.MEIICA'S uADINGOKlA!OIS OF CAIHOUCINY!IESY TOURS IFS
again offers you top value
‘for your travol dollar.

1 All tours include scheduled Papal Audience
wAlltonrsmaoeompanIedbyapdest

%4 :lx ftineraries to choose from

+ Erequent departures

»~ All transatiantic flights via TWA

SHRINES OF EUROPE B
. 17 DAYS — Lisbon, Fatima, Capri, Pom-
Eg San Giovanni (home of Padre Pio)
Awsr Rome, Lourdes..Paris and

e TELAVIV e

TIBERIAS

EUROPEAN SHRINES -
AND HOLY LAND
22 DAYS — Same as above PLUS
Jerusalem, Jericho, Dead Sea, Galilee,
‘Nazareth, Haifa and Tel Avw

E SHMNESOFEUROPE

-tk -QANDHOLYLAND A
16 OR.22 DAYS — Lourdes, Rome,
Assisi, Jericho, Dead Sea,
GahleeNazarethHaﬂa,TelAvaisbon
andFahma.The2zdaytouralsowsits
Egypt and Greecs.

i BEST OF HOLY LAND
galOR 22 DAYS — Athens( C?nAnm'
ro,PyJamds Luxor
man, Petra, Jericho, Dead Galilee,
Nazareth Ha!fa. Tel- Aviv, Jerusalem,
and Rome. TheZZdaytour
also vnsns istanbul and Damascus.
Mmmnamdmumdwam 2
of eolomnmaT Bovokcomam\gmgﬂsmwaryand details.
our our
SEE YOUR TRAVEL AGENT or mail prce
m----------—-
ﬁ CATHOLIC TRAVEL CENTER - (213) 263-6841
761 S. Atlantic Bivd., LA. CA 90022 = 29F

Please send me your free colorful 1978 tour book.
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CITY/STATE/ZIP
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mﬁa\els, LSteIJ'n -
Can Operate Under
Bankruptcy Rulmg
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| CREDITORS!

-.ouyr entire factory stock sneﬂudmg
merchandise from friendly quaﬁﬁty

manufacturers ?ﬁﬂﬁF

.. regardiess of cost or loss...
we must turn entirestock
into ready cash...

2Contentent Locations
e gl LONTORAYE e 858 50
a {{BERTY ST PEHN YAK
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