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The Mon roe County R ight 
to Life C r o u p has sehed j l e d 
a pro-life demonstratioiji for 
2 p.m. on Jan. 22. 

W1 
anniversa 

By RELIGIOUS NEWS SERVICE 

A rura l pastor in South Dako ta , concerned abou t his 
fa rmer parishioners, ca l led a seminary classmate in his 
Church's New York headquarters: "There's talk of a general 
f a rm str ike. M y peop le are mad . They don ' t t rust the 
government. They-think the church doesn't care. They're 
going to d u m p thei r p roduce, they ' l l lose money and my 
who le par ish w i l l go in to an economic s lump. W h a t should I 
do?" | 

i 
Such a f ran t ic phone cal l was not Unique in the Fall of 

1977. The rumbling's of a farm strike got louder and louder. 
Some be l ieved the i rate farmers. But some, bel iev ing them 
to* be the rriain-stay of supply and demand , the bast ion of 
f ree enterpr ise, said the farmers w o u l d n ' t just go out on 
str ike. 

But, s t r ike \ they d id . Mo re than 6,500 t ractors lumbered 
in to A t l an ta op Dec. 14 "T rac to r cades " bound t ra f f ic on the 
nat ion 's r u r a l ^ q m m u n i t i e s . 

O u t side the^ W h i t e House, 600 t ractors and o t h e r fa rm 
vehicles paraded as fo rmer Peanut Farmer Jim Charter 
c loseted himself w i t h his popu la r Agr i cu l tu re Secretary Bob 
Bergland to study the issues. 

Churches and their representat ives were among the f i rst 
to react t o the imp l i ca t ions of the str ike. A fo rmer execut ive 
d i rec tor of the Na t iona l Catho l ic Rura l . Life Conference 
(NCRLC), Msgr. John G. Weber , said, "The earth is the Lord's 
and everybody is en t i t l ed to a l iv ing, but when you say I'm 
going to stop producing crops, what you're really saying is I 
have the r ight to s t a r v c y q u . ' " 

Msgr. Weber said that his was a "devil's advocate" 
pos i t ion , because he strongly sympathizes w i t h the goals of 
the farmers. , . 

A ma jo r demand is tha t the Congress act to raise the pr ice 
suppor t levels of major crops. Admin i s t ra t i on statist ics say 
tha t f a rm income ini 1977 w i l l be $20 m i l l i on , d o w n 33 
percent f r o m 1973's a l l - t ime high. 

Meanwh i l e in South Dako ta , Un i ted Me thod is t Bishop 
James Armst rong and six of his d is t r ic t super intendents 
issued a s tatement saying, "The fami l y fa rm is endangered. 
Agr icu l tu re seems to be a t the b o t t o m of the nat iona l 
agenda. " They urged their Church and other rel igious in
s t i tu t ions t o " i den t i f y w i t h the p l ight of the Amer ican 
fa rmer . " 

Msgr. Weber 's NCRLC predecessor, Father Edward 
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\ The demonstration, 
Imarks the f i f t h 
jof the Supreme C 
jdecision a l l ow ing abor t 
jon demand, begins wit|h 
mo to rcade f r om the Bapt 
Temple/1101 Cldver St,, 
tends w i t h a 3 p.m. pro 
ta l l y in th.e fe l lowsh ip ha 
jthe church. 
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speakers Featured 
ral ly inc lude New 
Ass e m b I y m e r 
Robach and C 
Donna Leary, 
Phoenex Un l im i 
lobbies for the r 
handicapped), a 
Mrs. Domin i ck 
staff memb ers 
of Rochester. 
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Dr. King 
Mass Set 

See editorial, 
Page 4 

1 A s p e c i a l c o m 
memora t i on in honor of the 
Rev. Dr. Martin Lluther King 
JK has been schejduled at 5 
p.m., Saturday, Jan. 14, at 
St. Mon ica 's , .831 Genesee 
St. 

S p o n s o r e d b y t h e 
d iocesan O f f i c e of Black 
Minist r ies, a Mass w i l l be 
concelebratecf 
J e r o m e B. 
execut ive d i rector 
OFJM, James 
Ag jyeman, a 
Cnana. 

by 
R 

Fathers 
o b i n s o n , 

of the 
D u a h -

riative of 

The O B M choir j under the 
d i rec t ion of W i l l i e m Cr imm, 
w i l l p rov ide m u s t f o r - t h e 
ceremony wh ich is on the 
eye of the 49th anniversary 
ojf Dr. King's b i r th . 

Graymoor, N.Y. (RNS)-
The 71st obsefvartce of the 
annual Week of Prayer for 
-Christian Uni ty , beginning 
Wednesday, J air 18;' will 
seek to remind al l -Christ ians 
that in Christ no na t ion , 
community or person need 
be a stranger t o others any 
longer. It will also urge a 
rev i ta l i za t ioh of ecumen ica l 
exchange and d ia logue. , 

The 1 9 7 8 ' t h e m e for the 
w e e k - " N o l o n g e r 
st rangers" - is taken f r o m 
St. f a u l ' s let ter to the 
Ephesians and was selected 
jo in t l y by j:he Graymoor 
Ecumenica l Ins t i tu te here 
and ^ t h e i r j ja i th jand Order 
Commiss ion o f the Na t iona l 
Counc i l o f Churches in New 
York: ; _ / ' • j 

NQting>,|hat; St. Paul's 
let ter ,waa isaddressed t o 
CHristlaBi^.hb^ei'e1 caught 
upj in', j)||prfat animosities 

' " ' g l ing as 
witness 
Rather 

5A.'. co-; 

ir*sti;tute', "s.aid " m a n y 
problems of disunity 'have 
surfaced during the past' 
decade of d i a l o g u e " among 
Qhristian churches 

He said this year's theme 
" is bo th a commenta ry on 
the state of the ecumen ica l 
movement and a call to 
Christ ians telliirig them what 
to d o abou t i t . ' ' . 

Acknow ledg ing that; the 
ecumen ica l movemen t is 
" n o t as d y n a m i c " as it was a 
decade ago, Father Horgan 
said many Christ ians h a v e , 
l os t h e a r t a b o u t t h e 
possib i l i ty of Chr ist ian un i ty 
and arejwOndejr.ing w h a t ' t o 
d o abou t the d isheartening 
div is ions tha t are' c ropp ing 
up in Chr is t ian churches 
more and more.! 

"Chr is t ians have real ly 
become straijigers once, 
aga in , " he dec la red . 

Saturday Knights 
This g roup of clerics" w e r e part of a group that m e t for 
lunch regular ly Saturdays w i t h Bishop James E. 
Kearney for about 10 years up to his 'death last Jan. 12. 
Dubbed the "Saturday Knights" by Bishop Kearney, 
the g r o u p g a t h e r e d i n f o r m a l l y last Thursday to 
conce lebra te a Mass at the H o l y Sepulchre C e m e t e r y 
chape l in honor of the bishop. In the f ront row are 
Father Joseph Reinhar t , Aux i l i a ry Bishop Dennis VV. 
H i c k e y a n d Father Edward A . Z i m m e r ; second royv a r̂e 
Father Charles Lavery and Msgr . Charles V . Boyle ; 
back row are Father John V . Rosse, Father Bernard J. 
Power , and Msgr. John M . D u f f y . A d iocesan-wide 
Mass i n honor of Bishop Kearney is scheduled for 8 
ton ight (Wednesday , Jan. 11) at Sacred H e a r t 
C a t h e d r a l . Aux i l i a ry Bishop John E. M c C a f f e r t y w i l l be 
pr inc ipa l conce lebran t and Bishop H i c k e y homil ist . 
A l l d i o c e s a n priests are inv i ted to conce lebra te and al l 

diocesans are inv i ted to a t t e n d . 

BP. KEARNEY 

Ecumenical Revitalization Theme of Unity Week 
irt the First and i Thi rd 
W o r l d s , and Apb i l i t i ca l 
schisms as in ! Nor thern 
Irjeland, the priest said, 'J the 
delicate fssues that unite or 
d iv ide us are o f te r carefu l ly 
a v o i d e d . " He said, "They 
ade too pa in fu l ' t b con f ron t , " 
ini the face of 
difficulties fac 
cljiurches today. 

internal 
ing the 

jA power fu l an t ido te for 
this apparent malaise in 
edumenism, he suggested, is 
fcjr Christ ians and 
churches t o become 
aware that in t he 
Christ they are " n o longer 
strangers" - and to act 
accord ing ly . 

j ' - 'Wi th in o u r 
eajch of us has to 

thiy endiraS'iOred 'to 
Christ fr£ftjeir lives* 
Jihsd.^eus., .Morgan. 

P o i n t i n g t o - l i i b e r a l -
' ^conservat ive spl i ts iiji some 
. churches^, d iy is ipns between 

. r i& ' j&d 

to ; the estranged, 
c o n s e r v a t i v e , l i 
o therwise labeled 
Horgan s l i d " The 
mani fes t -g row ing i n t p un i fy 
accord ing to the ^p is t le t o 
the Ephesians 
instead o f -hardhec rtpdness; 
cons idera t ion ' rns 
s t u b b o r n n e s s 

their 
fu l l y 

fa i th 

churches 
each ou t 
be they 

feera.f or 
Father 

means to 

a r e love 

t ek i . of i 
mutual 

p a r d o n ins tead of 
cusation: and promoting 
harmony - instead of ea-
t renchment " 

He said that f rom cop ing 
w i t h strains and stresses that 
al l Christ ians experience 
w e w i l l l earn t h r o u g h 
sharing how to bu i l d up and 
preserve the un i ty of the 

; Spirit in' the bond of peace 
and in the one 'Body of 
Chr is t . " 

" I f we do that, the one 
Body of Christ w i l l be a sign 
of un i ty as it should be for 
t h e w e l f a r e o f a 1*1 
h u m a n i t y ! " he a d d e d 
" I ndeed , we can do so. 
because by. faith .we know 
that we are. no longer 
strangers " 

The Week of Prayer was 
launched in 1908 by Father 
Paul Wattson. founder of 
the A tonement Friars at 
G r a y m o o r , a n d is co-
sponsored today not on ly by 
the NCC's Faith and Order 
Commiss ion but also by the 
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Christian Unity Week, Jan. 25-28. 


