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B y M A R T I N T O O M B S > 
S o u t h e r n T i e r E d i t o r ; 

C o r n i n g — " W e h a v e t o 
g e t p e o p l e i n v o l v e d " i n 
p a r i s h a c t i v i t i e s , H e l e n 
B a v i s o t t o s a i d . 

E m p h a s i z i n g h e r 
a g r e e m e n t , B e c k y B o n o m o 
c o m m e n t e d , " I ' d p u t d o u b l e 
q u o t e s o n t h a t . " 

" T o o m a n y p e o p l e a r e 
j u s t c o n t e n t , " J a n i c e O l m e s 
s a i d , " t h e r e a r e t h o s e 
p e o p l e w h o t h i n k t h a t 

— ^ e v e r y t h i n g is f i n e " a n d d o n ' t 
T o o k f o r p l a c e s t h a t n e e d 
i m p r o v e m e n t . 

. T h e W o m e n ' s i n t e r e s t in 
p a r i s h i o n e r s b e c o m i n g npore 
i n v o l v e d in p a r i s h a c t i v t i es 

, w a s a n i m p o r t a n t t ^ e m e as 
t h e y s p o k e They - c o n c e r n 
c a m e f r o m e x p e r i e n c e ; i h e y 
a r e t h e p r e s i d e n t s o f C o r -
n i n g ' s t h r e e p a r i s h c o u n c i l s . 

" M r s . B a v i s o t t o , St M a l r y ' s , 
M r s . B o n o m o , St. P a t r i c k ' s , 
a n d M r s . O l m e s , St V i n c e n t 
d e f a i r l , ' r e p r e s e n t - a n 
u n u s u a l s i t u a t i o n , as a l a r g e 
m a j o r i t y o f t h e p a r i s h 
c o u n c i l p r e s i d e n t s in t h e 
d i o c e s e a r e - m e n 

T h e w o m e n , m e e t i n g ; f o r 
t h e f i r s t t i m e , s p o k e o f t h e i r 
o f f i c e as o n e . o f t r u s t a n d 
c h a l l e n g e , e a r n e s t l y 

_<s) *scuss ing p a r i s h g o a l s . 
T h e i r ' d i s c u s s i o n ' a l s o 
i l l u s t r a t e d t h e d i s t i n c t 
p e r s o n a l i t y o f e a c h p a r i s h 
a n d e a c h p a r i s h c o u n c i l . 

T h e t h r e e C o r n i n g 
p a r i s h e s o f t e n c o o p e r a t e f o r 
c i t y - w i d e p r o g r a m s , a n d t h e 
t h r e e , p a r i s h e s o p e r a t e t h e 
C o r n i n g C a t h o l i c SchOoJ 
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c e e d e d m e n as p r e s i d e n t s o f 
t h e t r r e s p e c t i v e c o u n c i l s . 

M r s B a v i s o t t o , o n e o f 
t w o w o m e n o n t h e n i n e -
m e m b e r St, M a r y ' s c o u n c i l , 
d e f e a t e d a m a n f o r t h e ' 
o f f i c e , she r e p o r t e d She 
w o n d e r e d w h e t h e r o r n o t 
she r e a c t e d t o e v e n t s t h e 
s a m e w a y a m a n w o u l d , b u t 
n o t e d ; t h a t " m e n a r e 
beginning to think • that 
w p m e n a r e v e r y c a p a b l e o f 
n a n d l i n g m o s t s i t u a t i o n s . " 

M r s B o n o m o r e p o r t e d 
t h a t a t f i r s t s h e w a s c o n 
c e r n e d w i t h t h e r e s p o n 

s i b i l i t y o f c o n d u c t i n g t h e 
m e e t i n g s , b u t s h e f e e l s t h a t 
e v e r y t h i n g has w o r k e d w e l l . 

M r s . O l m e s , St . V i n c e n t ' s , 
c o m m e n t e d t h a t * " i t ' s 
s t r a n g e t h a t I a m i n t h e 
p a r i s h c o u n c i l as c h a i r 
p e r s o n . " She e x p l a i n e d h a t 
s h e f o u n d i t u n u s u a l t h a t 
w o m e n a r e f i l l i n g m a n y 
i m p o r t a n t j o b s in t h e p a r i s h , 
e v e n t h o u g h a m a j o r i t y o f 
t h e p a r i s h i o n e r s a r e u n 
w i l l i n g t o a c c e p t w o m e n in 
l i t u r g i c a l r o l e s . 

" I f e e l n o w t h e 
p a r i s h i o n e r s a r e r e a l l y e a g e r 
t o see t h e p a r i s h c o u n c i l 
w o r k , " M r s . B a v i s o t t o . St. 
M a r y ' s , s a i d , a d d i n g t h a t 
p a r i s h c o u n c i l e l e c t i o n s 
h a v e h a d " t e r r i f i c 
r e s p o n s e . ' ' " W e r e a l l y h a v e 
m a d e t e r r i f i c s t r i d e s , " she 
s t a t e d , p o i n t i n g o u t t h a t t h e 
p a r i s h c o u n c i l is i n i ts 
s e c o n d y e a r 

M r s . O l m e s , St. V i n c e n t ' s , 
s a i d t h a t " I t h i n k a l o t o f 
p e o p l e in o u r p a r i s h l d o n ' t 
e v e n k n o w t h e r e is a ' p a r i s l j 
c o u n c i l , " s o m e t h i n g : s h e ' 
s a i d s h e has b e e n w o r k i n g t o 
c h a n g e . P u t t i n g a s y n o p s i s 
o f m e e t i n g s in t h e b u l l e t i n 
has b e e n p a r t o f t h e e f f o r t , " 
s h e n o t e d . 

M r s . B o n o m o c o m p a r e d 
St. P a t r i c k ' s c o u n c i l t o a 
c o m p a n y b o a r d o f d i r e c t o r s ; 

p a r i s h i o n e r s " k n o w w e ' r e 
t h e r e " b u t n o t m u c h e l se . 
T h e c o u n c i l c o n s i s t e n t l y 
i n v i t e s e v e r y o n e t o p a r i s h 
c o u n c i l m e e t i n g s , s h e n o t e d , 
b u t " n o t - t o o m a n y p e o p l e 
c o m e . " 

M r s . B a v i s o t t o - a l s o n o t e d 
t h a t i t w a s a w e a k n e s s t h a t 
" p e o p l e a r e r e l u c t a n t ' ^ t o 
a t t e n d m e e t i n g s a ' r i d ° s p e a k 
o u t . S h e s a i d t h a t "pf ten> s h e 
hears about a complaint 
s e c o n d o r * t h i r d h a n d ; 
" p e o p l e h e s i t a t e to t a l k t o 
y o u as a p a r i s h c o u n c i l 
m e m b e r , " s h e s a i d . 

St. P a t r i c k ' s c o u n c i l has a 
" s u g g e s t i o n b o x t h a t has 
m o r e c o b w e b s t h a n 
s u g g e s t i o n s , " M r s . B o n o m o 
r e p o r t e d , a g r e e i n g t h a t 
p a r i s h i n v o l v e m e n t i n t h e 
c o u n c i l ' s o p e r a t i o n s is 
i m p o r t a n t . 

" I w i s h t h e y w o u l d f e e l 
m o r e i c o m f o r t a b l e t o c o m e 
t o t h e m e e t i n g s ; , " M r s . 
B a v i s o t t o s a i d , " I d o n ' t see 
h o w a c o u n c i l ' c a n g a i n a n y 

s t r e n g t h ! ' i f t h e . p a r i s h 

d o e s n ' t a c t i v e l y p a r t i c i p a t e . 

" I f s s a d t h a t p e o p l e d o n ' t 
v o i c e t h e i r o p i n i o n m o r e 
o f t e * n , " M r s . B o n o m o 
a g r e e d . 

M a n y p e o p l e w i l l b e c o m e 
i n v o l v e d ' o n l y a i f ter b e i n g 
a s k e d p e r s o n a l l y , M r s . 
O l m e s s a i d , n o t i n g " p e o p l e 
n e e d t h a t p e r g o n a l . c o n 
t a c t . " 

W h i l e ' p a r i s h i o n e r i n 
v o l v e m e n t ' is i m p o r t a n t , 
t h e y a l s o n o t e d t h e v j i ta l r o l e 
o f t h e p a s t o r i n p a r i s h 
c o u n c i r e o p e r a t i o n s . 

A s k e d if she w a s t r y i n g t o 
e d u c a t e t h e pa r i sh j a b o u t 
t h e p a r i s h c o u n c i j l , M r s . 
Olmes commented jhat she 
d i d n ' t " r e a l l y k n o w i f a 
p a r i s h c o u n c i l c h a j r p e r s o n 
c a n b e as i n f l u e n t i a l ! as t h e 
p a s t o r " 

M r s . B a v i s o t t o j a g r e e d , 
n o t i n g '- ' i t 's t h e p a s t o r w h o 
sets t h e p a c e " t h a t d e t e r 
m i n e s t h e c h a r a c t e r o f t h e . 
c o u n c i l : , .- . ; 

St. M a r y ' s p a s t o r , F a t h e r 
M i c h a e l H o g a n , w a n t s t h e 
p e o p l e t o " h a v e m o r e o f a 
v o i c e in t h e p a r i s h , " M r s . 
B a v i s o t t o s a i d , a n d has 
p r o v e n w i l l i n g n e s s ; t o g o 
a l o n g w i t h c o u n c i l d e c i s i o n s 
e v e n t h o u g h h e a d v o c a t e d 

the opposing view. ! 

M r s . ; O l m e s n o t e d f t h a t St. 
V i n c e n t ' s c o u n c i l ' i s v e r y 
l o y a l " t o F a t h e r J o s e p h F. 
H o g a n . t h e p a s t d r , a n d 
p r o b a b l y w o u l d r e s p e c t h is 
o p i n i o n a n d n o t " a p p r o v e 
s o m e t h i n g w h i c h j h e ' is 
o p p o s e d t o . " S h e n o t e d t h a t 
stje sees her role1 as f o r k i n g 
Hfe(fotf&?&>Hogan jto k&ea 
£vgj£$a r B ^ v i n g - f o r w a r d r - a p c j . 
to work on educating th£ 
c o u n c i l t o i t s e s p o n -
s ib i l i t i es ' , a n d a s s e s s i n g t h e 
n e e d s o f t h e . p a r i s h . T h e r e 
" a r e a l o t of! f o r g o t t e n 
p e o p l e i n o u r p a r i s h e s " w h o 
n e e d t o b e r e a c h e d , she 
n o t e d . 

n o t e d 

w 

M r s . B o n o m o 
i n s t a n c e w h e n F a t h e 
d r e w T e u s c h e l , St 
p a s t o r , d i s a g r e e d 
d e c i s i o n o f t h e 
d i d - n o t v e t o i t 
i l l u s t r a t i o n o f h is 
t h e p a r i s h c o u n c i l ' s 
t h e p a r i s h , d e c i s i o n 
. 'process. 
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T h e p r e s i d e n t s o f t h e i h r e e p a r i s h c o u n c i l s i n C o r n i n g , a r e , f r o m l e f t , J a n i c e O l m e s , 

St. Vincent de Paul, Helen Bavisotto, St. Mary's, and Becky Bonomo, St. Patrick's. 
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A u b u r n - " W e a r e l i k e a n 
ostrich when these \i a 
p r o b l e m w e d o n ' t w a n t t o 
f a c e , b u t w e r e a l l y n e e d t o 
talk about teen pregnancy 
a n d a l l i ts i m p l i c a t i o n s f o r 
u s h e r e i n C a y u g a C o u n t y , " 
s a i d M r s . P h y l l i s R a n t a n n e n 
C l o v e r , a M e n t a l H e a l t h 

a t t h e t o t a l p i c t u 
i n c l u d e s t h e d 
a m o n g y o u n g m|arr i 
a g e o f m o t h e r s 
r a i s e t h e r r c 

abortion figures 

representative 
T a s k F o r c e o n 

f rom 
A d o l e s c e n t 

P r e g n a n c y , k n o w n ; -
O s t r i c h C o m m i t t e e . 

as 

^%te to 

re ; w h i c h 
v o r c e r a t e 

i eds , t h e 
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on 
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r W ^ a m n y r N i g h t 
D e c e m b e r N t h vat 
A u b u r n H e a d q u a r t e r s 
C e r i e s e e S t r e e t . 

"The m a i n p u r p o s e o f 
O s t r i c h C o m m i t t e e is 
h e l p p e o p l e b e c o m e a v j a r e 
o f t h e s i t u a t i o n . T h o s e o f us 
i n s o c i a l s e r v i c e a g e n c i e s 
h a v e s e e n t h e i m p l i c a t o n s 
o f t h e p r o b l e m , ; b u t , i t 
d o e s n ' t d o , m u c h g o o q t o 
j u s t d i s c u s s t h e s i t u a t i o n 
a m o n g o u r s e l v e s , " s h e s a i d . 

M r s . C l o v e r s a i d t h e r i se 
i-n t e e n p r e g n a n c y , a 
n a t i o n a l p h e n o m e n o n , has 
b e e n r e f e r r e d t o as a n 
" e p i d e m i c " i n t h i s c o u n t y 

by Dr.. Gordon Eadie, 
C o m m i s s i o n e r , o f ; P u b l r c 
H e a l t h i n - C a y u g a C o u n t y . 
This rise has implications 
w h i c h w i l l d e m a n d c h a n g e s 
i n s c h o o l p r o g r a m s , : t h e j o b 
market; approaches to the 
d e v e l o p m e n t o f p a r e n t i n g 
s k i l l s , ' s u p p o r t i v e s e r v i c e s , 
d a y c a r e s y s t e m s , a n d o t h e r 
t r a d i t i o n a l s u p p o r t s w h i c h 
w e r e o n c e t h e p r i m a r y 
f u n c t i o n o f t h e f a m i l y . 

I t is n o t t h e p u r p o s e o f 
t h e O s t r i c h C o m m i t t e e , she ! 

s a i d , t o t a k e a . s t a n d o n 
issues a n d t e l l p e o p l e w h a t 
t o d o . H o w e v e r , u n t i l 
e v e r y o n e r e c o g n i z e s t h e r e is 

a problem, "we have a 
t e n d e n c y t o t h i n k t e e n 
p r e g n a n c y is a p e r s o n a l 
p r o b l e m , . I t ' s i a lways 
s o m e o n e e l s e ' s d a u , :<.ter, 

son. sister, or*neighbor. 

M r s . G l o v e r p o i n t e d o u t 
t h a t f i gu res qa'n be 
d e c e i v i n g u n l e s s orjie l o o k s 

" N o o n e s t o p s t o t h i n k 
that if I am 15 rriy life is ful l 
o f c h o i c e s a b o u t s c h o o l , 
what to study, jwhelther to 
work, marriage^ etc< If I'm 
15 a n d p r e g n a n t , 9 $ % o f 
t h e s e c h o i c e s I h a v e b e e n 
m a d e f o r m e , " s h e s a i d . 

< I i 
" T h e t> c o s t s i j * o f f * " - - t e e n 

p r e g n a r t f M : ) ! i W t { J * f e , ^ e 
c o s t s o f }foff-Ms,f ffuTSfic 
a s s i s t a n c e , ! l a c k j o f p r e - n a t a l 
c a r e o n h e a l t h , i n c r e a s e d 
c h i l d h o o d d i s e a s e s . S i n g l e 
p a r e n t s o f ; e n b e c o m e c h i l d 

a b u s e r s , \ f r u s t r a t e d a n d 
d e p r e s s e d j as t h e b a b y g r o w s 
into a chi ld and the 
demands on them as parents 
i n c r e a s e . T h e s e k i d s a r e 

raising kids and many times 

T o r a l l t h e i w r o n g r e a s o n s " . 

Mrs. Glover pointed out 
t h a t i n A u b u r n a p r o g r a m 
for singly mothers has a 
waiting list of participants. 
S h e s a i d t h e r e is a g r o w i n g 
recognition that parenting' 
s k i l l s p r o 'g r a m s a r e 
necessary in a complex 
s o c i e t y w h i c j g , n i j > , y , m # £ t n g 
c h a n g i n g , demaadfuWOi feb ihe 
f a m i l y . 'wiv- w,« 

A c c o r d i n g t o M r s ; G l o v e r , 
" M o r a l i z i n g o n c e w o r k e d , i t 
i s n ' t as e f f e c t i v e a n y m o r e . " 8 
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Callahan 
f 
,.,... 

To Speak in Elmira 
E l m i r a -j— S i d n e y ( t o m e l i a 

C a l l a h a n , p s y c h o l o g i s t a n d 
w r i t e r , \)vi l l s p e a k h e r e 
M o n d a y r | i gh t , J a n . 9 , u n d e r 
t h e ausp i r i eS o f t h e C h r i s t i a n 
I n s t i t u t e o f ! M,an. H e r lec 
t u r e , " E m e r g i n g P a t t e r n s o f 
F a m i l y Li l e , " w i l l o p e n t h e 
i n s t i t u t e ' s 1 9 7 8 se r ie? , w h i c h 
has t h e g e n e r a l t i t l e , " T h e 
C h r i s t i a n in a C h a n g i n g 
W o r l d : T o w a r d a n E t h i c o f 

Personal rtespqnsibiljty." 

T h e l e d t u r e is s c h e d u l e d 

c o l u m n , a n d has f o u r b o o k s 
t o he r c r e d i t , t h e I jatest p f 
w h i c h is " P a r e n t i n g : P r i n 
c i p l e s a n d P o l i t i c s o f 
P a r e n t h o o d . j 

S O U T H E R N T IER JMEWS 

M a r t i n T o o m b s I 

Oakwood Terrace B-1 
W e s t 1 3 t h S t . 
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for 8 p.m. at Park CHiiirch. 

P r o f C a l l a h a n 

H. L. 
" * 

Corning, N.Y. 
Quality FurnituM 

62 Bridge St. 
Phon.936-8431 

faculty, 
airfield 
School 

member in the 
U n i v e r s i t y G r a d u a t e 
of Education, Writes a 
s y n d i c a t e d n e w s p a p e r 

Elmira Heights, N.Y 
607-732-3371 

AUBURN-GENEVA 
.Mary Ann Ginnerty 
2 9 4 1/2 S o u t h S t r e e t R o a d 

Auburn, N.Y. 13021 
315-253-2176 / 

^^^^^^!^^§B^^m 
*».-SgBla%.iitt»tsja 

k'tM-W§sP$$^A^f^fsIii^M-^ 

<****0—+*+**+*i Ei 

Gerould 
Pharmacies 
Main St..<" 

! Church & Hoffmaih 
t lmtra f 

Delivery Service! 
6696 

^tSlt'^^v^,?*' 
<+^0*-+***i><l*+l 

,s&&&* 

mi' 

a« 

?K 

'wri-itM1. t 


