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tEditorials' 

Stay Alert 
To Nazis 

We empathize with ;West German novelist 
Gunther Grass who said; recently that he is sick 
and t i red of the c l iche that Germany is on the 
verge of a relapse to Nazism. He feels that it is a 
harmfu l pre judice. 

It is easy to understand why a German would 
feel as Grass does. B u | at the same t ime he 
should real ize that whether or not Nazism is 
f ind ing any sort of rebi r th in Germany it is 
rearing its ugly (and the jrVord is used knowingly) 
head elsewhere in the world. 

For instance, the Anjierican Nazi Party has 
been running a tape-recorded te lephone 
message in Houston, Tekas, encouraging k i l l ing. 
One. of the tapes, accord ing to Religious News 
S e r v i c e , s ta tes : " W e are! c a l l i n g f o r an a l l - w h i t e 

war against Jews, and other n6n-whites . . . We 
are beginning a battle by offering a.$s5,000 prize 
for every non-whi te k i l led d.uring an at tack on a 
wh i te person. '" | ^ ^ •--

A temporary cour t 'Order has banned the 
message but a Texas Ccjurt of Civ i l Appeals has ' 
the case on the docke t for Jan. 11 to consider the 
Nazis ' request to resume running the tapes. 

So whether or not Nazism is dead in Germany 
it is very ev ident ly a l ive in other places, such as 

• H o u s t o n , such as M i lwaukee where the Nazi 
"party ran a candidate who did reasonably in a 
mayora l e lec t ion , and such as the suburbs of 
Wash ington, D.( 

We feel that \( is worth risking some over-
zealousness in oppos ing Nazis whenever and 
w h e r e v e r t h e y r ise f r o m t h e s l i m e t o k e e p t h e m 

f r om every again assuming any author i ty . 

inion 

Religious Prejudice Rising Again 
Editor: 

Ort the Dec. 21 show The Advocates, Ellen Leiter of the 
ACLU said that the Hyde Amendment (the law limiting 
Medicaid payments for abortion) was a congressional at
tempt to legislate along the views of one group, specifically 
the Roman Catholic Church. '• . 

She gave no fac tua l i n fo rmat ion ' to back up her 
statement. I wbuld like to disagree very strongly with her 
statement for the following factual reasons: 

(1) The Hyde Amendment is not the official teaching of 
the Roman Catholic Church. Th,e Catholic Church teaches 
that all direct abortions are wrong (the Hyde Amendment 
would have allowed some direct abortions.) Whether one 
disagrees or not with the Roman Catholic Church's 
teaching, it is hot the same as the Hyde Amendment as E lien 
Leiter falsely stated. 

otry 
W e have a l l owed Father Jarries Hewes more 

space than normal for an Opinion contribution, 
elsewhere on this page. We had planned.to do an 
ed i to r ia l a long the same lines but Father Hewes' 
let ter says i t a l l in f ine fashion. 

We, too , resent appeals to ant i -Cathol ic 
b igot ry over the mat ter of abor t ion . The Cathol ic 
Church is not alone in opposition to the killing of 
unborn ch i ld ren nor does the Cathol ic hierarchy 
run the pro- l i fe campaign wh i ch is most ly a grass 
roots development. 

In the same pro-abor t ion context , members of 
the M o r m o n re l ig ion recent ly were l inked to the 
K u ' K l u x Klan. This k ind of b l a t an t i and s loppy 
b igot ry does no goc>d for those w h o argue for 
abor t i on on demand 

Abo r t i on is wrong1. People w h o argue for its 
l ibera l iza t ion are wrong. But as long as they do 
so reasonably the rest of us 'mus t respect their 
rights. ! 

They, however, I risk that respect w i t h 
p re jud iced appeals to the ant i -Cathol ic ism that 
st i l l exists- in this nat ibn. 

(2)The English law on abortion which the United States 
or ig ina l ly adop ted (which fo rbade abor t ions unt i l the 1973 
Supreme Court decision) Roman Catholics were not even 
allowed to sit on the Parliament at the time the law was 

^ e / i a c t e d . So it was never a "Ca tho l i c l a w " that was adop'ted 
in"ottraeQ.untry. , 

(3); The Roma-rT~e-atbplic Church is not the only group 
opposed to abortion. TrTeTe-aje many groups-that are op
posed to abortion, such as the"""Marmqris, the Lutherans-
Missouri Synod, the Creek Orthodox"?"the^ Baptist Con
vention, Orthodox Presbyterians, the JehovarTs^Au^nesses, 
and the Orthodox Jews. The National Associatiof 
Evangelicals represents perhaps 40 million, theologically 
conservative Protestants, who oppose abortibn, along with 
many fundamentalist Protestants. Islam, Buddhism, and 
Hinduism are all unequivocal in their opposition to 
abo r t i on . The Ang l i can Church o f f i c ia l l y opposed,abor t ion 
(as stated in the Lambeth Conference) until recently. 

(4) This oppos i t i on was ver i f ied in the re ferendum in 
North Dakota where 78% of the people voted against 
abo r t i on , yet on ly 1 2 % were Roman Catho l ic In M i ch i gan 
63% of the people voted against abortion in their 
referendum, yet only 25% are Catholic. 

(5) Many leading Protestant theologians and religious 
leaders have opposed abortion, such as Martin Luther, John 
Calv in , Em.il Brunner, Kar l Barth. D ie t r i ch Bonhoefrer, 

; He.iKu} Jhjelicke, Otto Piper, Ajljerj: .Oulter̂  |. Robert 
_* Ntelsqi-i, "Qeorge Wi l l i ams , ,F', H. ^ e n f y . ' P a j j t Ramsey, Bi l ly 
^9rrimr"rTituce Waltkfc* rranciif-£diaeffeVj-essie Jackson 
and Jimmy Carter 

Hustle] 
One of the-pi t fa l ls of Christ ian pract ice is that 

i t l e a v e s o n e v u l n e r a b l e t o n a i v e t e , o r e v e n 

gullibility. The alternative would be skepticism. 

So when it was annpunced recent ly that Larry 
Flynt, publ isher of Huistler magazine, has been 
conver ted to Christ and w i l l change the content 
of. his sex magazine;, it was incumbent on 
Christians to rejoice and sing hallelujah, for the 
essence of Chr is t iani ty is' that the errant, the 
w a y w a r d , the unbel iever f ina l l y see the l ight. 

However, and even at the risk of playing; the 
skept ie , we think we had bet ter wa i t to see the 
f ru i ts of this convers ion before jo in ing in the 
chorus. 

Placement 
Test Set 
Editor: 

The Catholic High School 
Placement Test wil l be given 
'at Aquinas Institute on 
Saturday, Jian. 14 at 8:15-
11:45. I would like to ask all 
eighth grade pupils and 
their parents to consider a 
Catholic high school. ' 

The four years of a 
teenager in high school are 
among the most formative 
years of -life. In a wortd 
today where so many 
people are mixed up and 
confused, every chance for 
proper guidance that has 
proved t o be t rusted and 

true shpulid be carefully 
analyzed!. 

To you who are parents, I 
say, "Give your youngster 
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the chance to consider a 
Catholic, high school 
education - it could be a 
chance and a choice and a 
life-long blessing." 

Remember the date of the 
entrance exam - Jan. 14, 
8:15 to 11:45 at 1127 Dewey 
Ave. I assure you that you 
will never regret your 
decision. 

William F. McCarthy 
Director of 

Public Relations-
Aquinas Institute 
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Contributors 
Thanked 

Editor: 

The Board of Trustees of 
Catholic Charities in behalf 
of the director. Catholic 
Family Center: the vicar. 
Urban Ministr ies, and 
director, Office of Human 
Development of the diocese 
of Rochester, are grateful to 
t he C o ui r i er- J o u r n a I, 
Catholic Charities Christmas 
Fund for the "100 Neediest 
Cases" throughout the 
diocese of Rochester 

The board also wants to 
thank al l con t r ibu tors to the 
Courier-Charities Fund for 
itheir generosity for sharing 
t h e m s e l v e s a n d t h e i r 

resources with the urban 
and rural poor of the 
diocese so that, hopefully, 
Christmas Day was radian^ 
w i t h hope rather t han 
desolation 

May we. somehow, 
continue to be of service to 
the poor of our diocese in 
1978. 

Maurice J. Tierney 
Diocesan Director, 
Catholic Charities 

(6) One reason many people feel that most opposition to 
abortion is Catholic is that almost one-fourth of the people 
irfthe United States are Catholic. If, for example, one-fourth 
of the nation were Mormons or Lutherans, then people 
would probably think o f abortion as a "Mormon" or 
"Lutheran" issue. 

(7) When the Catholic Bishops or Catholic organizations 
testify before the Senate or speak out publicly on behalf of 
rights for migrant workers or for more equitable food 
d is t r ibu t ion for the poor noj one cal ls these "Cathol ic 
issues." Why isn't this considered "an attempt to legislate 
along the views of olle group?" * 

(8) The Catholic Church (as well as other Churches) is an 
assembly of people. It has its interests as many other groups 
do. American democracy is based on the interplay of 
divergent interest groups. It is invalid and biased to expect 
one substantial interest group-the Catholic Church - to be 
denjed the right to speak their concerns (on abortion or 
migrant workers or other issues) to the government, as any 
other interest group might do. I am p roud that the Cathol ic 
Church has spoken out and taken such a,strong stand for 
l i fe and against abo r t i on on this as we l l as. o ther issues ot 
injustice1. 

(9) O u r nat ion has been peop led by a ma jo r i t y ' ' o t 
Christians, and to say that Christian morality may in no 

-sense be reflected in law would be to say that morality a.s 
such may not be reflected in law. This would be an ab
surdity. Someone's morality is almost always reflected in 
the law. Clearly much of the criminal code is derived from 
principles of biblical, Jewish, Christian and other religious 

-Jttorality. Abortion is a human issue and an issue of justice 
It is~an.jssue that involves kitling of irinocent human life, 
which so many Christians, Jews, other religious people and 
even non-believers can commonly agree. 

•* If the c iv i l law happens to co inc ide w i t h Catholjc 
teach ing it doesn' t make it a "Ca tho l i c law." -For example. 
laws against first degree murder and racial discrimination 
also ref lect Catho l i c teach ing (as we l l as Jewish teaching. 
Protestant teaching and even humanistic belief.) 

(10) For these reasons Ellen Leiter's statement on Channel 
21 is pot only false but, as the data shows, a very bigoted 
and ant i -Cathol ic s tatement that one w|ould hope had 
disappeared after"so many years in our country. As some ot 
the studies have begun to^show, religious prejudice against 
a minor i t y has reared its ugly head once again. 

Rev. James E. Hewes 
1 ' ' St.A/bry's Church 

Canandaigua, N.Y. 14424 

REALLX SIR, THERE WASMT ANVTHING-
PERSONAL IN THAT LAST REMARK"-
PLEASE RETURN TO TOR PEW.'? 

Quicker 
Route 

An editorial in the Dec. 
28 issue asked all in
terested in supporting 
the peace initiatives in' 
the! Middle East to let' 
Menahern Begin knowi 
by writing to him in Tel: 
Aviv. Undoubtedly! 
messages sent to the) 
Israeli prime minister in 
Telj Aviv would reach! 
him. but they really 
should be sent to 
Jerusalem, the nation's i 

tal. The editorial j 
called for letters to 
>tiin President 
« & * « « * # » ; 
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fcfel 

tetters intended for 
publication must be 
addressed to ! Opinion, 
Courier-Jaurrtal , 67 
Chestnut St., Rochester, 
N.Y. 14604. 

! ' i •% 
They shou|d! be no 

longer than 1 11/2 pages, 
typed doiible-spaced, 
with names and ad-, 
dresses. - The paper 
reserves the right to edit 
all letters. 
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