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By Bishop Joseph L Hogan 

The Year of the Lord --1978 
I t is the Eve of 1978 , - a New Year of the Lord. As I 

wr i te this column there is before me a new and fresh 
and unmarked desk calendar. The blank spaces after 

each date are to become the 
record of my personal use of 
t ime. A New Year's greeting 
f rom a priest f r iend lies open in 
f ront of the calendar. I t offers 
this challenge: " A New Year is 
being given us untouched, f u l l 

| of things that have never been, 
j Thank you, Lord. Help us f i l l 
j e;ach day w i th joy anoSpeace." 

A fr iend once remarked, " I 
can no longer wish people a 
'Happy New Year' when I think 

of what they seek to make them happy." Though the 
remark seems cynical , i t offers a c lue t o the real 'value 
of the beginning of a year. It is a day for serious 
ref lect ion on our l ife's goals, for reevaluating our 
reasons for do ing the things we do and l iv ing the lives 
that we l ive, and for checking on our personal pursuit 
of happiness. "" 

To wish anyone a Happy New Year is, indeed, a 
ho l low r i tual unless the greeting is accompanied by 
our personal resolve to sanctify 1978 so that each day 
w i l l un fo ld as t ime wor thy of the Lord's blessing of 
happiness. 

What is the d iv ine formula for happiness, and what 
is the grace of moments given to us, as we proc la im a 
New Year of the Lord? Jesus' fo rmula for happiness 
has these essential ingredients: a recogni t ion that C o d 
is our common Father; a conv ic t ion that if we ever 
feel abandoned, it is not of His w i l l but ours; that the 
unity of the human fami ly calls al l of us to be brothers 
and sisters, and that the expression of our love for 
each other is the revelat ion of His love. 

The Christmas story tells us that the shepherds were 
given angelic d i rect ion to the locat ion of Christ's 
bi r th. St. Luke assures us that they found Mary and 
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Joseph and the Infant ly ing in a manger. Jesus was 
found in need of Mary for nourishment and warmth , 
and of Joseph for the protect ion of His l i fe. Mary and 
Joseph were in need of each other for comfor t , 
support and encouragement. And in this fami ly 
portra i t of mutua l dependence, the shepherds 
discovered the meaning of new l i fe in Jesus Christ. 
And we make the same discovery once we realize that 
happiness is found in our expression of love of one 
another. And once this discovery is made, the Year of 
the Lord becomes the real i ty of our l i fe that it was 
meant to be. 

New Year's Day was once regarded as an occasion 
for resolving disputes, healing enmities and ef fect ing 
reconci l ia t ion. If we we lcome the Prince of Peace, we 
are forced to recognize that happiness consists in 
forg iv ing trespasses, resolving disputes, ef fect ing 
reconci l iat ions and enr iching friendships. 

The New Year offers us the grace of precious 
moments to ef fect this reconci l ia t ion and to f ind the 
Lord who is the unique source of happiness and.peace 
among men. The year 1978 is a great g i f t of. the Lord to 
each of us, and its greatest value is the opportuni ty, it 
gives us to abandon the paths of pretense and syn
thet ic happiness, to lay aside masks of merr iment 
wh ich we use to hide our emptiness, and to seek Him 
who alone gives peace and joy to the restless heart. 

Perhaps our present energy and economic crises 
w i l l slow us down enough to make us more ref lect ive 
on how we have been using His gi f t of days and years 
— that precious commod i t y of t ime. A great spir i tual 
wri ter Once commented on its value: " H e who is so 
l iberal in al l of His other gifts to us, .shows us by the 
wise economy of His Providence how careful we 
should be in the management of t ime. He never gives 
us two moments together." 

I pray that this w i l l be a year wor thy of the Lord's 
blessings as we f i l l in the blank pages of our diary w i th 
words and deeds and events that wi l l add up to a 
Happy New Year. 

What Is A Homily? 
By FATHER ROBERT 

KENNEDY 

One of the results of the 
liturgical changes that have 
occurred over the past 14 
years is a vocabulary list of 
new words and descriptions. 
We speak of "celebrating 
the liturgy" . rather than 
"attending Mass," of the 
Euchar ist ic Prayer rather 
than the Canon, and of 
" l i tu rg ica l ministers," 
which, although restored 
from our tradition, had no 
place in the liturgy of our 
immediate past. 

These, and most of the 
other "new" words of our 
l is t , have he lped to 
r e c a p t u r e e s s e n t i a l 
elements of our liturgical 
rite. It is true also of the use 
of "homily" instead of 
"sermon." 

The root meaning of the 
word "homily" is simply 
"d iscourse" or "con
versation," especially to or 
with an assembled group. 
Thus, a liturgical homily is a 
conversation wi th ,the 
assembly about the Word of 
Cod that has just been 
proclaimed and listened to. 
Originally, it was a kind of 
"fireside chat" given by the 
bishop of the local com
munity, and that familiarity 
should be preserved. 

The Word should be 
explained in the homily in 
such a way that the hearers 
can grasp its meaning more 
fully and are invited to take 
that Word into their hearts 
and lives. The homily then is 
biblical and ' pastoral, a 

nourishing exhortat ion 
rather than a commentary. 

The Constitution on the 
Sacred Liturgy (#35:2) 
describes the homily as the 
"proclamation of Cod's 
wonderful works in the 
history of salvation, that is, 
the mystery of Christ, which 
is made ever present and 
active within us." The\ 
homily opens up the 
dimensions of the mysteries 
of fa i th as they are 
celebrated in the liturgical 
year, and draws out the 
impl icat ions of these 
mysteries for daily Christian 
living, calling us to a deeper 
sharing in the risen life o f * 
Christ. 

This means, then, that the 
purpose of the homily is to 
br ing the assembled 
community into a saving 
encounter wi th Christ 
Through the homily the 
listener comes face-to-face 
with Christ and is en
couraged to respond with a 
deeper faith and a more 
fervent action. Thus, the 
homily is not merely the 
exegesis of scriptural or 
l i turg ica l texts, nor is it 
merely a teaching or in
tellectual instruction. Like 
Jesus' o w n preach ing , .it is 
meant to touch the peart 
and call the hearer to 
continual conversion. The 
homilist wants the people to 
be more deeply committed 
to Christ and the gospel. 

The Ceneral Instruction 
of the Roman Missal (#41) 
indicates that the homily 
"should develop some point 
of the readings or of another 
text from the Ordinary of 
the Mass of the day." Good 
homilies wil l always have 

some measure of the 
fo l lowing elements: (1) 
proclamat ion of God's 
W o r d and w o n d e r f u l works; 
(2) catechesis: the exposition 
of what we believe, 
preferably in scriptural and 
liturgical terms rather than 
in classroom language; (3) 
mystagogy: the Christian 
Community is led to ap
preciate more fully the 
mystery which is unfolding 
in the liturgy; (4) com
mitment: the invitation to 
deeper love of Christ and 
fuller service to those in 
need is made. 

The balance of these 
elements wil l vary from 

week to week, depending on 
the readings p r o v i d e d and 
the needs of the community. 
It is important to note that 
the homily is "an integral 
part of the liturgy and a 
necessary source of the 
nourishment of the Christian 
l i fe" (Ceneral Instruction 
#41). Homi l i es must, 

•therefore, be given on 
Sundays, holy days of 
o b l i g a t i o n , and at 
sacramental celebrations. 
They are strongly recom
mended at daily eucharists 
as well. 

Next week we will discuss 
the value of good preaching 
in the Christian assembly 

Regional 
Highlights 

Southeast Region 

The Southeast Region is 
now in the process of 
preparing amendments to, 
or c o m m e n t s a b o u t the 
D i o c e s a n Pastora l C o u n c i l 
(DPC) proposal which calls 
fo r a l i turgy d i rec to r for 
e a c h of the 10 d i o c e s a n 
regions. 

Parish staffs or parish 
councils who may have 
questions or reservations to 
the proposal have been 
asked by the region to 
respond at this t ime. 
Remarks may be submitted 
to Father Richard Hart, 
reg iona l c o o r d i n a t o r . 
Guardian Angels parish, 
2061 E. Henrietta Rd. 
(14623) , r e g i o n a l 

representatives to the DPC. 
Clement Bayer, 82 Oakland 
St. (14620), Samuel Cia ra, 
M o n r o e C o m m u n i t y 
Hospital (14620), and John 
Kennedy, 191 Vassar St., 
(14607) or directly to the 
Diocesan Director of 
Liturgy, Father Robert 
Kennedy. 1150 Buffalo Rd 
(14624) 

The February Regional 
A s s e m b l y has been 
scheduled for 7:30 p.m. on 
February 5 at Guardian 
A n g e l s C h u r c h . The 
assembly will discuss Bishop 
Hogan's "Focus on the 
Year". All interested parties 
are welcome 

Bishop's Public 
Appointments 

JANUARY 

10 — Celebrat ion of Eucharist and Homi ly , w i th 
Priests of the Diocese, St. Mary's Church, Canan-
daigua — 12:00 N. 

12 — Celebrat ion of Eucharist and Homi ly , 
Congregation of the Irish Christian Brothers, Bishop. 
Kearney High School, 5:00 p.m. 

13, 14, 15 — Charismatic Renewal Retreat, Notre 
Dame Retreat House, Canandaigua. 

21 — Diocesan Pastoral Counci l Meet ing, Sheraton 
Inn, Canandaigua — 11:00 a.m. 

21 — Radio Message, Family Rosary Network — 7:00 
p.m. 

22 — Conf i rmat ion, St. Mary Our Mother Church, 
Horseheads — 3.00 p.m. 

24 — Regional Coordinators Meet ing; St. Mary's, 
Canandaigua — 10:30 a.m. ••• • •-

29 •— Celebrat ion of Eucharist and Homi ly , S.U.N.Y 
Cathol ic Communi ty , Ceneseo — 11:30-a.m. 
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Kearney Parents— New Year's Eve buffet catered by Valley Echo at school. 
8:30 p m Saturday. Dec 31, followed by dancing until 1 30 a m Enends in
vited 

Holy Ghost— New Year's Eve party at school-hall. 220 Coldwater Rd begins 
at6 30 p m Saturday. Dec 31. with open salad bar. dinner at 10. dancing until 
breakfast. 1 tOam Tickets through S94-4616 

St. Augustine's— New Year's tve gala sponsored by Parish Life Committee. 
9 30 p m buffet Saturday. Dec 31. dancing, breakfast Reservations with 
John and Sheila Palmer. 235-0560. Larry and Katby Aman, 4ib-2419 

80th Seton— Holiday party Eriday. Dec 30. at home of Mr and Mrs Paul 
Miller. Brooklea Drive . - , ' 

Catholic Kolping Society— Christmas Mass in German. I p m Sunday, (an 8 
St- Anne's Church. 1600 Mt Hope * - " 

Rochester Community Players— The King and I. 11 performances between 
Ian 1 and 15. Harley School's Wilson Arts Center, plus champagne opening 
Dec 11 Box o f f i ce . 47 1-4 120. open noon to 5 p m 

Classic Film Series— l o r e t t a Young. Joseph C o t t o n . [ thel Bar rymore in The 

(armer's Daughter. 2 and 8 p m Thursday. Jan 5. Roc hester Museum 

Strasenburgh Planetarium— The Sk\ This Month. 7 p m Thursday. Ian 5 Star 
ot Christmas, through |an 8 Box office 244-bObO. ext 50 

Seniors' Matinee— Intermezzo, 19)9 drama starring Leslie Howard. Ingnd 
Bergman. 1 W p m Thursday Jan 5. Drvden I heatre 1 astman House 

Memorial Art Gallery — Illustrated lecture on Iran by lohn li C hnstopher 
history professor at U of R . 8 p m Tuesday. Ian i I ree 

lrondequoit Squares— Instruction in square danc ing starts Ihursday Ian 5 
Br ighton Re fo rmed C hurc h, 805 Blossom Rd I n f o r m a t i o n Bob ( unn ingham 
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1,000 Toys 

More than 1,000 toys were distributed this year to the 
Hillside Children's Center, the Lewis Street Center and 
the Al Sigl Center by the People's Cable TV cor
poration. This is the first year for the project. Above 
are (back row) Peter Prozeller of the Al Sigl Center and 
Bruce Ferguson of People's Cable TV; (front row) 
Paula Barton, Pinny Cooke, Tara Puht and Ingrid 

Hanson of the Al Sigl Center. 


