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Holocaust Studies Gaining in Sch 

V\ 

By RELIGIOUS NEWSSERVICE 

How^can the memory and signif icance of the Nazi 
Holocaust — the organized massacre of six m i l l i on 
jews — be passed on to fu ture generations? 

In an e f f o r t ^ to answer thfs quest ion. Holocaust 
studies are being in t roduced into high-school 
curr icu la in several cit ies, and research centers are 
beipg established at several inst i tut ions of higher 
educat ion . . -

For years. Holocaust studies were considered the 
purv iew of specialists in such fields as history and 
theology. There was a feel ing of apathy, or del iberate 
ignorance of the subject, on the part of many people 
in the general publ ic . And Holocaust specialists were 
arguing among themselves on such basic issues as 
whether the event cou ld be understood at al l . 

In'recent years, however, t he real izat ion has spread 
that a determined ef for t must be made to proper ly 
explain and teach the Holocaust to new generations 
of young people so that it can be prevented f rom 
recurring. 

A pioneering step in the f ie ld was taken by the 
Phi ladelphia £choo l Distr ict , wh ich developed a 
teacher's guide for Holocaust studies early in 1977 
and in t roduced it on an exper imental basis in several 
publ ic high schools. The program is now being used as 
part of a required wor ld history Course in several 
junior and senior high schools. ; 

The Phi ladelphia teacher's guide was prepared in 
consu l ta t ion w i th scholars f r om the Jewish-Catholic 
Inst i tute at St. Joseph's Col lege and the "National 
Inst i tute on the Holocaust at Temple Universi ty. 

It was reviewed by such agencies as the Com
mission on Human delat ions of the Phi ladelphia 
Cathol ic Atrchdiocese, the Jewish Commun i ty 
Relations Counci l and the Ant i -Defamat ion League of 
B'naj B'rith in Phi ladelphia. 

There are six sections — Stereotypes, Prejudice and 
Vio lence; Antecedents of the Holocaust ; A n t i -
Semit ism Through the Ages; The Holocaust ; Wor l d 
Reactions to the Holocaust ; Jewish Resistance to the 
Holocaust ; and Consequences of the Holocaust. Tr^e 
guicfe aTso has a b ib l iography and list of audio-visual 
resources. 

The New York City Board of Educat ion began 
d is t r ibut ing a new cur r i cu lum on the Holocaust to 
high schools as a p i lo t pro ject this school year. The 
461-page New York cur r i cu lum, ent i t led The . 
Holocaust , a Study of Cenoc ide, contains excerpts 
from such works as Hitler's Mein Kampf, pictures and 
'descript ions of concent ra t ion camps, poems, plays 
artd programs for class discussion. 

Wh i le such study programs have been we lcomed by 
religious groups they have met resistance f rom some 
German-American agencies who charge that they w i l l 
foster ant i -Cermansent iments similar to those wh ich 
were widespread in Amer ica dur ing Wor l d W&r I. 
These cri t ic isms have been taken seriously by 
promoters of (Holocaust studies. 

Dr. I. Ezra Staples, deputy superintendent for in
struct ional services of the Phi ladelphia School 
Distr ict , recently re lated that when the distr ict in
t roduced a Holocaust cur r icu lum, "we did receive 
some construct ive cr i t ic ism f rom German-Americans 
who feared that the crimes of the past wou ld lead to 
bigotry against German-Americans today . " 

As a result, he said, t he distr ict is " tak ing steps to 
make certain no group is t reated as a m o n o l i t h . " 

Wh i le tak ing note of this point , educators in the 
field stress that Hplocaust studies do not fall into the 
restr icted area of "Jewish studies" but are actual ly as 
broad in scope as the*nature of humani ty. 

Concentrat ion camp survivor Elie Wiesel, now 
professor of humanit ies at Boston University, has 
declared that an understanding of the Nazi er,a is 
"a matter of survival , not just for Jews, but for all 
peop le . " Teacher%, he says, "must teach how society 
coufd lose its m i n d . " 

The Nat iona l Center for Holocaust Studies at 
Temple Universi ty notes that some of the study areas 
tha t can be i l luminated by reference to the Holocaust 
inc lude genocide, church struggle w i th to ta l i tar ian 
ideologies and systems, anti-Semit ism, the use and 
abuse of pol ice power, vocat ional ethics and 
Christian-Jewish relat ions. 

The center was founded by Dr. Franklin L i t te l l of 
Temple 's re l ig ion depar tment and is a major source of 
i n fo rmat ion and materials for educators developing 
publ fc school curr icula. I t also established the f irst 
doc to ra l program in Amer ica in Holocaust studies. 

There is ev idence of increasing interest in the 

teaching about the Holocaust in other parts of the 
country . The Nat ional Conference of Christians and 
Jews —which in 1975 took the leadership in mount ing 
the f irst conference on the Holocaust ever- to be held 
on German soil , in Hamburg — cooperated w i t h Dr. 
Li t tel l 's center in hold ing a nat ional conference for 
educators on the subject. 

f 

A recent NCCJ-sponsored Holocaust workshop held 
in con junc t ion w i t h the meet ing in St. Louis of the 
Nat iona l Counc i l on Rel igion and Public Educat ion, 
and the Religious Educat ion Associat ion, at t racted an 
unexpectedly large number of part ic ipants. And state-
level conferences on some aspects of teasfching of the 
Holocaust have been held in Mary land and Con
nect icut and are planned in the Spring in Cal i fornia, 
Kansas and Ar izona, according to Donald W. McEvOy, 
NCCJ senior vice-president for program development . 

Dr. Thomas Minter , deputy commissioner of t h e ' 
Depar tment of. Heal th, Educat ion and Welfare 's 
Bureau of Elementary and Secondary Educat ion, has 
pledged increased federal funds to expand teaching 
about the Holocaust in publ ic schools « 

He recent ly t o l d a Conference on teaching the 
Holocaust that there must be "a systematic, carefu l , 
non-propagandized app roach" to achieving inter-
group understanding in a plural ist ic society before 'a 
new generat ion of Americans can assume "respon
sible and humanist ic behavior in a wor ld of nat ions." 

Ir» p romot ing Holocaust studies, religious leaders 
and educators have had to deal w i th a re luctance on 
the part of many adul ts to face up to the impl icat ions 
of the event. 

Father John Pawl ikowski , OSM, professor of ethics 
at the Cathol ic Theological Union in Chicago, says 
there has been a "deep and dis turb ing re luctance on 
the part of people connected w i th the l iberal/ lef t 
c i rc le of Cathol ic ism (in wh ich the l iberat ion 
theologies have taken their strongest footho ld) to deaK 
w i th an event l ike the Holocaust . ' " 

> 
Accord ing to the moral theologian, such people 

" t end to view it as past history and hence dismiss it as 
not terr ib ly relevant for present discussions, But in so 
doing, they ignore the oppor tun i ty to come to grips 
w i t h the t remendous potent ia l for human destruc-
tiveness as the backside of human f reedom that the 
Holocaust revealed." t «, '• 

Rabbi Nathan Peter Levinson, president of the 
Internat ional Conference of Christians and Jews; says » 
that the new generat ion in West Germany does not 
have knowledge or understanding of the : Holqcaust 
and feels that^this is a greater problem than anti-
Semit ic movements in the country today. 

The rabbi , German-born and Amer ican-educated, is 
himself a Holocaust survivor. He serves several 
congregations in the Hamburg area. He says the 
reluctance to face the past is a factor in the rise of the 
anti-Semit ic movements that do exist in West Cer-
many today. 

Referring to the Holocaust, he recently asserted 
that " th is to them is something wh ich they cannot 
accept, so they fust deny i t . " 

A t the same t ime, some opportuni t ies for increasing 
lay understanding of the Holocaust have met w i th 
success. A 14-week lecture series on publ ic pol icy 
impl icat ions o f the Holocaust , held at the University 
of Bridgeport, Conn., last spring, proved to be a sell
out success 

Prof. Fred Lapides of the university's English » 
depar tment , who di rected the series, said the idea 
came f rom a student research paper compar ing the 
bureaucracy of Nazi Germany w i th modern 
bureaucracies. 

i 

" W e sit around and tend to take things and say, ' I t 
can't happen here,' " he observed. "Bu t l ike 
Watergate and V ie tnam, government pof icy enabled 
them to start. Was the publ ic in t imidated by its own 
government, or d id the people through lack pf interest 
set government po l i cy?" 

Simi lar ly, Dr. George French, Jr., d i rector of the 
social studies div is ion of the Phi ladelphia school 
distr ict , has c i ted three reasons for teaching the 
Holocaust on a "system-wide basis — teaching you th 
that power can be abused and therefore must ,be 
l im i ted , that social inst i tut ions can be debased and 
cr iminal ized and that anti-Semitism and racism 
represent " t w o mal ignant forces in any society." 

Holocaust scholars have also noted that the subject 
should be discussed among church members in 
religious contexts, as wel l as in secular educat ional 
settings. Dr. Za lman Schachter, a Temple rel igion 
professor, has^urged Christ ian communions to give 
recogni t ion to their brethren who died try ing to help 
Jews dur ing the Holocaust. 

The Holocaust is not a pleasant top ic of study, and 
teaching it to students in high schools poses problems 
not f ound in other educat ional situations. But it is 
being faced — and taught — as part of the purpose of 
educa t ion , itself, to understand the nature of 
humanity. 

Dr. Arno ld Webb , executive director of the New 
York City Board of Education's division of planning 
and support, acknowledges that " the Holocaust in 
Europe is a painfu l subject for young people and their 
teachers." 

1 But, he adds, " the horror of genocide in the 20th 
Century must be faced and the story npust be to ld so 
that students of al l races and religions in our publ ic 
schools can understand the danger conf ront ing al l 
peoples when human rights are denied to any one 
people . " 

Morality in Media 
Salutes Achievers 

New York (RNS) -
Patrick J. Buchanan, a 
columnist for the New York 

.Times and TV Guide, and 
Lawy Parrish, known for his 
prosecution of obscenity 
cases irj Memphis, received 
awards here from Morality 
in Media, a nat ional 
organization which^ cam
paigns agairrst obscenity. 
Thomas A. Murphy; General 
Motors board chairman and 

a member of the Morality in 
Media planning board, was 
cited for corporate ethics. 

Morality in Media was 
begun as a neighborhood 
effort in New York City's 
East side by Father Morton 
A. Hill, SJ. and Rabbi Julius 
G. Neumann after the priest 
had found pornographic 
material in the hands of 
some f i f th graders. 
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Christmas 
Gifts 

that she will be proud of: 
Fur Coats, Jackets, Capes, Contemporary Furs 

sportswear • sweaters • imported knits 
holiday dresses • jewelry • leather coats 
Free Christmas Gift Wrap with your selection 

39 EAST AVE. 
1 Hour Free Parking in the Stillson St. Ramp Garage 

Open Tues., Wed., Thurs. eves. 

Start the 
New Year 

S ING LETREE 
^ Q L HIGHTL 

invites you to a 

in WORKSHOP 
SUCCESS 
SELF MOTIVATION 

.nd ATTITUDE 
conducted by 

Chester S. Galle 
teacher, advisor, authority on 
self-improvement 

MARRIOTT INN 
THRUWAY EXIT NO. 44 

ROCHESTER N.Y. 

Saturday, January 14J97JT 
9 A.M.-4:30 P.M. 

Give 
Your-
Self 

Lift! 

f ACt $4C00 i n c l u d e s 'uncheon & 
VtfVSI *W workshop materials 

For Reservation and Further Detail Send 
$45.00 (check or money 

SINGLETREE 
1516 RANDOLPH RD. 

ALFRED STATION, N.Y. 14803 
(607) 587-8470 

Satisfaction Gvarant—d 

•Resolve Now to Attend !• 

•wi&stfunamy*"* 


