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An Advent Meditation 
S

rThe f o l l o w i n g a r e e x c e r p t s f r o m a m e d i t a t i o n o n 
Ivent given by Pope PauJ VI at a recent General 
idience.) 

I[ What is A d v e n t ? A d v e n t is t h a t p e r i o d o f t i m e 
Ihich. in the o f f i c i a l p r a y e r o f t h e C h u r c h , p recedes 
nd prepares f o r t h e c e l e b r a t i o n o f Ch r i s tmas . 

The prayer o f t h e C h u r c h f o l l o w s t h e cou rse of 
t i m e , w h i c h is u n f o l d e d f o r us n o t 
o n l y b y f o l l o w i n g t h e c o s m i c -
seasona l c y c l e o f t h e r m o - a g r a r i a n 
p e r i o d s , b u t a l s o in t h e r e n e w e d 
m e m o r y o f Chr i s t ' s t e m p o r a l l i f e 
a n d o f t h e w o r k c a r r i e d o u t by h i m , 
w h i c h is R e d e m p t i o n , t he m y s t e r y 
o f C o d in h i s to r y . This e v e n t is 
f i x e d in t h e so la r r h y t h m o f t i m e , 
c o n s t i t u t i n g a c e n t r a l p o i n t in t he 
sucess ion o f h i s t o r y i tse l f , t h a t is 
the passage of time, 

"W^ ••v:v-' 
7 "Holy Mother Church," the 

r e c e n t c o u n c i l says, " b e l i e v e s t h a t 
i t is f o r her t o c e l e b r a t e t h e sav ing 

ork of her d i v i n e Spouse in a sac red c o m -
Imemoration o n c e r t a i n d a y s t h r o u g h o u t t h e cou rse o f 
the year." H e n c e t h e f i r s t o b s e r v a n c e o f r e l i g i ous l i f e 
consists in p e r c e i v i n g t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p o f pass ing t i m e 
with this d o m i n a n t p r e s e n c e o f CHr i s t in t h e 
vicissitudes o f o u r t r a n s i e n t l i f e in t i m e , t h e i n e x o r a b l e 
succession o f t h i n g s a n d o f even ts in w h i c h o u r 
present ex is tence is b o r n , es tab l i shes i tse l f a n d d ies 

The f i rst t h o u g h t o f o u r m a t u r e c o n s c i e n c e , 
Itherefore, m u s t b e th i s f o r m a n d th i s m e a s u r e o f 
existence in w h i c h w e f i n d o u r s e l v e s , i n o r d e r t h a t , as 
iSt. Paul said in h is f a m o u s add ress in A t h e n s , w e 
Should seek G o d , in t h e h o p e t h a t w e rrTight f ee l a f t e r 
.him and f i n d h i m . Ye t he is n o t f a r f r o m e a c h o n e o f 

lus. For in h i m w e l i v e a n d m o v e a n d have o u r b e i n g 

The na tu ra l , f u n d a m e n t a l , p r i m i t i v e sense o f G o d 
must open u p in t h e m i d s t o f t h e t h o u s a n d ex
periences o f secu la r l i f e , in s o m e f l a s h o f l i gh t , w h i c h 
raises the f u n d a m e n t a l p r o b l e m o f G o d in o u r sp i r i t 
Cod knocks a t o u r d o o r . T h e n t h e C h u r c h , w i t h her 

ALL IN THE 
FAMILY 

... k--
Sarah Child 

Dear Readers: 

Every Christmas season 
columnists in newpapers 
across the land try their 
hand at interpret ing this 
joyous hol iday. 

This year the students in 
one of the fou r th grade CCD 
classes at St. Joseph's in 
Penfield were asked to give 
thier responses as to the 
meaning of this blessed 
time. Below are their. 

CHRISTMAS MEANS: 

To love one ano the r -
Maxine Bowles 

We get n ice presents 
but our best present is 
'esus—Jeanine Rossi 

* Love ft g i ven -Dav id 
|LaBombard 

The b i r th of Christ- Jill 
jMarselle 

* G iv ing th ings and 
giving love- Krist in Singer 

..* L o v i n g . S h a r i n g . 
•'ving.-Peter Bianchi 

* Loving and th ink ing 
'bout C o d - D a v i d Marang 

Sharing and G i v i n g -
Jean Gent i le «-

* The bi r th of Christ-
Mark Z immerman 

* The celebrat ing of the 
b i r th of Christ and to show 
l o v e t o r o the rs - -Sco t t 
Chamber la in 

Loving and gi f t g iv i r ig -
Ma t t Hewes 

* G i v i n g l o v e a n d 
get t ing g i f t s -M ike Deller 

* Shar ing w i t h your 
fami l y and fr iends on Jesus' 
b i r thday -Ka thy Mastrandea 

* Giv ing to each other ' 
on Chr is t ' s b i r t h d a y -
Miche le Harby 

Christmas to me means 
laughter, g iv ing and gett ing 
and the sweet smell of the 
C h r i s t m a s t r e e - J e n n i f e r 
Wha len . 

The above are the an
swers, wr i t ten laboriously 
between bites of cook ie and 
drinks of punch dur ing last 
class before the hol iday In 
a discussion wh ich fo l lowed 
the answers were somewhat 
less fo rma l . Christmas is, as 
it was learned, a t ime when 
you take out the garbage 
w i t hou t being asked, refrain 
f rom punching your brother 
in the nose when he does 
something really bad and go 
to bed at the agreed upon 
hour. 

It's a t ime when you 
protect the k id in the 
p layground that everybody 
likes to throw snowballs at, 
smile when your mother 
makes one of her job 
r e q u e s t s a n d t r y t o 
remember at all t imes that 
your sister is your sister and 
not a punching bag. 

w ise and m a t e r n a l p e d a g o g y , speaks 10 us o i c n n s t , 
• and on the days t h a t w e ca l l t he Lord 's days , t h a t is o n 

Sundays, she te l l s us t h e s to ry o f his c o m i n g and 
t rans f igures t h e t a l e in a c e l e b r a t i o n , b e c a u s e — w e 
w i l l have t o speak a b o u t th is aga in — t h i s l i t u r g i c a l 
c e l e b r a t i o n is a m o m e n t o f p resence : w e t o Chr i s t a n d 
Chr is t t o us. 

Chr is t w h o c o m e s , th is is t h e gu ise o f his h i s t o r i c a l 
and f i g u r a t i v e a r r i v a l ; th is is t h e A d v e n t w h i c h w e 
m u s t c e l e b r a t e in t h e f i r s t p l a c e . I t is n o t i m a g i n a t i o n , 
it is a m e m o r y , i t is h i s to ry . A r e t r o s p e c t i v e h i s to r y , as 
c o m p a r e d w i t h o u r t e m p o r a r y t o p i c a l i t y ; a h i s to ry 
t h a t begins 1977 years ago ( a c c o r d i n g t o t h e o r i g i n a l 
c a l c u l a t i o n of Cy r i l o f A l e x a n d r i a , w h i c h t h e m o n k 
Denis , c a l l e d the L i t t l e , c o m p o s e d in R o m e b e t w e e n 
the f i f t h a n d s ix th c e n t u r y A . D . , c o m p i l i n g t h e 
c o l l e c t i o n o f t he Counc i l s . ) 

This necess i ty o f h a v i n g recou rse t o a n c i e n t 
d o c u m e n t s t o h a v e c h r o n o l o g i c a l n e w s a b o u t t h e 
A d v e n t o f C h r i s t t e a c h e s us t h a t it is a q u e s t i o n o f a 

Spec i f ic , h i s t o r i c a l f a c t , as w e say, w h i c h takes us 
back t o t h e r e a l i t y o f t i m e , t o t h e m y s t e r y ra the r o f 
t he t i m e c h o s e n by G o d f o r t h e c o m i n g o f his d i v i n e 
Son u p o n t h e scene o f t h e w o r l d . I t r e m i n d s us o f o u r 
d u t y t o k n o w " s a c r e d h i s t o r y " or , be t te r . H o l y 
Sc r i p t u re , t h e B ib le . I t is t h e b o o k o f R e v e l a t i o n , 
w h i c h w i t h T r a d i t i o n c o n s t i t u t e s t h e h i s t o r i c o - d i v i n e 
s o u r c e o f o u r f a i t h . I t l o o k s b a c k at t h e past , f r o m 
w h i c h t h e r e is p r o j e c t e d d o w n t h e c e n t u r i e s t h a t 
W o r d o f G o d f r o m w h i c h o u r r e l i g i o n d raws c e r t a i n t y 
a n d r iches. 

T o c e l e b r a t e A d v e n t w e l l , w e m u s t h o l d th is w i s e 
a t t i t u d e in s o v e r e i g n respec t : t o l o o k b a c k , t o l o o k t o 
h i s to ry , t o t h e " s a c r e d h i s t o r y " t h r o u g h w h i c h t h e 
l i gh t c a m e t o the w o r l d . 

Let us all make the resolution to complete our 
secu la r c u l t u r e , t o e n r i c h o u r r e l i g i ous f o r m a t i o n , 
s e e k i n g t h e T r u t h t h a t saves in t h e s t u d y o f t h e Books 
o f t h e Sc r i p tu res , u n d e r t h e l a m p o f t h e m a g i s t e r i u m 
o f t h e C h u r c h . 

Th is is a r e s o l u t i o n t h a t rd -opens w e l l f o r us t h e n e w 
l i t u r g i c a l yea r a n d s t reng thens o u r s teps f o r t h e 
f u r t h e r j o u r n e y . 

Special 
Mass 

A Mass for the deaf wi l l 
be celebrated at St. Paul of 
t he Cross C h u r c h in 
Honeoye Falls on Christmas 
Day at 10:30 a m Judy 
Predmore wi l l do the in-
terjjfreting. The publ ic is 
we lcome 

NCR EDITOR 

Kansas City (RNS) 
Arthur Jones, Brit ish born 
ed i to r of the Nat iona l 
Cathol ic Reporter, has been 
named new publisher and 
chief execut ive of f icer of 
the independent lay 'edi ted 
Cathol ic newspaper. Jones 
s u c c e e d s D o n a l d J. 
Thorman who died Nov. 30. 
Mr. Thorman had served as 
publ isher and in o ther 
capacit ies w i th NCR since 
1965. 

BLACK SUITS aitd 
OUTERCOATS for 
the 

These suits are a comfortable 
wool blend in a ysar-around 
weight. London Fog outercoats 
available with zip-in lining, 
Suits $135 Outercoats $75 

HOLIDAY GIFT 
CEHTinCATES AVAILABLE 

Free alterations for the life of 

the garment 

CORNWALL 
CLOTHES SHOP 

23 East Avenue • 454-3100 
.Next to Manhattan Restaurant 

Wines .. Liquor 

Sherwood Deutsch .. His Staff 
f ' Would like to Thank You for yourj 

Patronage and Wish You a 

& 

cHappy C/VBXJ ^mi 

621-4210 
630 W. Ridge Rd. 

The all Seasons In-ground 

6d$ Grills 
Mate far year raw* •ntattnttaa use 

Portable or In-ground 
tSoHOCwl 
» Extra-High Mood 

for Roast Turfcays 
• i u W i i Steel aWner _ 

3 rmt wtrranty &S&^ 
• Raedy to go In mbtulM 

34 hours adar. 13 
months a yea* 

• Sell Cleaning 

CHARMGLOW 

ELECTRIC LAMP 

Installed with 
S'Post Hernial atstaaitieii 

• Little damage ta lawn 
• Automatic Dusk ta Oaara 
• Cast peaaies a day ta 

eaerate 
• Beaaty t Secartty 
• Up laSCr liamha.it 

* Extra CHroi 
• S a « cast Aim*. Head 
• Lrrleet e l a u far eis» 

deaajaf 
flackfiter Cupant iM 
306 Norton Street 
Rochester. NY. 14621 
544-S770 

For Your Home or Theirs 
It's Everyone's Treat! 

Available In 
Half Pound, One Pound, Two Pound, and Five Pound Boxes 

AT 
These Convenient Locations: 

PETED'6 
Home Made Candies 

All Shops Open Seven Days — Weekly till Christmas 

• i - V 

liamha.it

