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Insights in MS VOLUNTEERS 

The Listening (Obedient) Church 
Volunteers are being 

recru i ted by the Mu l t ip le -
Sclerosis Society to provide 
r e f r e s h m e n t s and en 
ter ta inment for MS patients 
in hospitals. Informationon 

this project is avai lab le 
from Joan Hoef fe l at the 
area chapter o f f i ce in the A l 
Sigt Center, 442-4100, ex-
tension;28&. 

ByMSGR. 
W I L L I A M H. S H A N N O N 

M u c h controversy has 
been genera ted in the 
Roman Catholic Church in 
recent years over the topic 
of obedience. There are 
s o m e ' i n the Church who 
w o u l d d iv ide 4ts members 
in to two churches:- the 
Obed ien t Church, by wh ich 
they mean those w h o obey 
t h e t e a c h i n g s of the 

magisterium (the teaching 
author i ty) of the Church and 
the Disobedient Church, by 
wh ich they mean those who 
c la im the right in certain 
circumstances to exercise a 
loyal dissent f r o m the 
t e a c h i n g s o f t h e 
magister ium. 

This art ic le makes no 
at tempt to resolve this 
controversy. It is rather an 
e f fo r t to suggest that there 
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(R2)Jas.-5:7-10 

When John the Baptist 
f irst preached, he expected 
the Messiah to be an 
avenging judge— an axe-
swinger, str ik ing down the 
proud trees of wickedness, a 
w innow ing fan, separat ing 
the good f rom the bad as 
wheat f rom chaff. 

Then John bapt ized our 
Lord At that meet ing John 
saw s o m e t h i n g of the 
mildness and meekness of 
Jesus On the next day. he 
poin ted him out — not as a 
ludge, but as "the Lamb of 
God " 

Later. Herod c l apped 
John into prison. In prison, 
the old thoughts of a 
judging Messiah came back. 
When we are down, our 
ideas ot Cod tend to get 
b lurred Perhaps i t was l ike 
this w i t h John. " W h y is Jesus 
so si lent?" he may have 
wondered "Why doesn't He 
judge evil men, like Herod? 
When is he going to start 
consuming the wicked w i t h 
fervent fire?". 'Then the 
doubt "Are you He w h o is 
to come?" Don' t we o f ten 
look for a God of anger and 
dest ruct ion, especial ly when 
mis for tune strikes the in
nocent? 

Jesus' answer to John's 
doubt was, "Go back to 
John and tel l h im, not what 
I'm saying, but what I'm 
do ing Tell h im, not what 
I'm c la iming, but what is 
happening " John was to ld 
to ponder not so much the 
words of Jesus as His deeds. 

To discover the Church of 
Jesus Christ today, the same 
test is va l id Does it do His 
works? Does it preach the 
gospel to the poor? Does it 
inspire a Mother Teresa of 
Calcut ta , a St. John Bosco, a 
St El izabeth Seton. a St. 
M a x i m i l i a n K o l b e , a 
Frederic O z a n a m ' Does it 
open the eyes of the in

t e l l e c t u a l l y bl ind? He lp 
moral cripples to walk 
straight? Cleanse people 
f rom the leprosy of sin? 
Unstop deaf ears to hear 
once ' again the vo ice of 
conscience? Give to the 
dead new l i fe, new hope? 

These aren't the works of 
judgment , these are the 
works of mercy. Service, 
love, kindness, forgiveness 
must never scandal ize us. 
For now is the time of 
mercy, not judgment . So 
Jesus warned John and us, 
"Don't be scandalized if I 
don ' t seem to be what you 
expected. Rel igion is not 
what people make it; it is 
what God makes it: a service 
of worship, of mercy and of 
love " 

J o h n ' s d o u b t s u n 
d o u b t e d l y had ra ised 
doubts in the people's mind 
a b o u t h imse l f . Perhaps 
those c lo thed in soft gar
ments, si t t ing comfor tab ly 
before Jesus, had already 
judged John. "Why , the 
prophet is as vac i l la t ing as 
the reeds swaying on the 
Jordan banks The man 
doesn't seem to know his 
own mind " So they thought 

C o n s e q u e n t l y , a f t e r . 
John's disciples had left, 
Jesus ;scanned the mot ley 
.crowd,, and poin ted out the 
sharp, 'contrast be tween 
them (seated in soft gar
m e n t s , s e l f - i n d u l g e n t , 
passing judgment) and the 
Baptist (austere, severe, 
d e s e r t - b r e d . p r e a c h i n g 
judgment)— no shivering 
reed, but an oak, refusing to 
bend to curry a king's favor 
"What did you go out to see 
in the desert?" Jesus asked. 
That was their t rouble: they 
went out to see, not to hear, 
to be enter ta ined, not to be 
changed 

And that so o f ten can be 
the t roub le w i th us in regard 
to r e l i g i o n L ike men 
luxur iously c lad, we too can 
look for re l ig ion to amuse 
us, to comfo r t and to 
c o n s o l e — and e x c l u d e 
discip l ine, self-denial and 
the cross. O f ten we w o u l d 
bend it, reedl ike, to cater to 
our whims and fancies. 

Christ po in ted to His 
works and to John's ( im
prisonment for the truth) 
Do we herald Christ in our 
works? In a play by Paul 
Claudel , a b l ind gir l says, 
"You people who see, what 
do you do with your light?" 
Yes, what do we do w i t h the 
l ight of our Faith? 

is an understanding of 
obedience wh ich lies deeper 
than any such controversy. 
There is an obedience wh ich 
equa l ly obl iges al l the 
members of the Church, 
whether they belong to the 
hierarchy or to the rest of 
the fa i t h fu l : it is obedience 
to the W o r d of God . The 
word "obed ience " takes its 
or ig in f rom the Latin word 
"ob-audire" which means to 
l isten to. Every member of 
the Church (whatever may 
•be his or her status in the 
structure of the Church) is 
obl iged to "obey " , that is, to 
" l is ten t o " the W o r d of Cod . 
Jesus said: "Blessed are they 
who listen to the W o r d of 
God and keep i t . " This Is 
Christ ian obedience at its 
deepest level. It is only the 
" l is ten ing Chu rch " that is 
t r u l y t h e " O b e d i e n t 
Church " 

How do we listen to the 
W o r d of God? First and 
foremost, we listen to the 
W o r d of God when it is 
proc la imed in the Liturgy. In 
its l i turgical l i fe the Church 
puts us in touch w i th the 
W o r d of God , places us 
under t he W o r d and 
challenges us to obedience. 

But we also listen to the 
Word of God. when in 
prayer and r e f l e c t i v e 
medi ta t ion we spend t ime 
ou ts ide the L i tu rgy in 
reading the Holy Scriptures. 
Prayerful personal reading 
of the Scriptures is an in
v a l u a b l e he lp to t r ue 
C h r i s t i a n o b e d i e n c e , 
especial ly when it involves 
" tha t warm and l iv ing love 
of Scr ip ture" of wh ich the 
Const i tu t ion on the Sacred 
Liturgy speaks (art. 24). 

How shall we read the 
Scriptures pr iva te ly and 
truly- to listen to and obey 
the W o r d of God? There are 
many ways. An 11th century 
Carthusian monk, Guigo I I , 
suggests a he lp fu l method 
He offers four steps to be 
fo l lowed in a prayerfu l 
reading of the Scriptures. (1) 
l e c t i o ( r e a d i n g ) , (2 ) 
meditatio (medi tat ion), (3) 
oratio (prayer), and (4) 
c o n t e m p l a t i o ( c o n 
templat ion) 

Lectio seeks: meditatio 
f i nds ,ora t io i n t e r cedes ; 
Contemplatio rests in the 
Presence wh ich the Word 
brings Lectio or reading is 
passive recept iv i ty to what 
the W o r d of Scripture says, 
in wh ich we let the W o r d 
lead us where it w i l l 
Meditatio or med i ta t ion is 
an act ive ref lect ion on and 
an analysis of what the 
W o r d m e a n s t o ' us . 
Meditatio leads natura l ly to 
oratio or prayer, wh ich is a 
spontaneous ou tpour ing of 
our hearts as the Word of 
God penetrates our being 
and moves us to respond. 
Finally, contemplatio or 

con temp la t ion is a quiet
ness,-a stil lness, a resting in 

Don't Fuss — The Prepartion's 
ON US. 

For Your Home or Office Party 

Price's Sea Foods 
1875 Monroe Ave. at 12 Corners 

STOP AND SHOP FOR: 
• Fresh Cooked Shrimp • Assorted Fresh made Salads 
• Variety of Crackers, Soda Pop, Mixers 
• Tarter Sauce, Clam Dip, Cocktail Sauce 
• Also Deep Fried . . . ready to eat . Chicken 
• Scallops • Shrimp • Fish Bites • Clams 
• Batter Mushrooms • Onion Rings 
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the Presence of God that is 
evoked by the W o r d . 

A good daily, approach to 
Scripture might be to follow 
Guigo's four steps: (T) Read 
the Scriptures in a l istening 
mood (10 minutes) ; (2) 
Med i ta te ref lect ively on the 
meaning of what we have 
read (10 minutes); (3) Pray, 
speaking out of the depths 
of our hearts, the feelings, 
thoughts and emotions that 
c o m e spon taneous l y (5 
minutes); (4) contempla te , 
s i l e n t l y res t w i t h o u t 
thoughts or words in the 
Div ine Presence (5 minutes). 

These 30 minutes of 
regular contact w i th the 
Sacred Scriptures cou ld 
help us to be the "Obed ien t 
Chu rch " at its deepest level. 

f HOW FAR IS (T TO BETHLEHEM? 
An Advent Cantata [ 

- A Prayerful Pilgrimage to Meet the 
Messiah in Prophetic Scripture & ' 

Gregorian Chant. 
The Gregorian Chorale 

Rev. Benedict Ehmann, Director 

Sunday, Dec. 18,7 p.m. 
fiSun., Dec. 11,1:30 p.m. Holy Name of Jesus 
]Holy Apostles' Church Church! 
jLyell Ave. & Ausstin St. Bonesteel St. off W. 

Ridge Rd.i 

\Everyone Welcome No Admission Charge\ 

Joy To The World, 
The Lord Is Come! 

Dear Friends of the Missions, 

As the Lord's first coming is what 
makes Christmas, then EVERY DAY IS 
CHRISTMAS IN THE MISSIONS, For it 
is every day that the love of Christ be
comes known to people throughout the 
world. 

As His wonderful message of peace 
and love is brought to the poor of India 
. . . Africa . . . Asia and Oceania, with it 
comes joy and hope; with it comes 
Christmas. 

Christmas can come with education. 
This is one of several million children 
who learn of Christ through the Mission 
Church. Through the loving service of 
their teachers, through the brightening 
of young spirits, through the spark of a 
dream behind merry eyes, Christ comes 
to fill the minds of His little ones with 
knowledge and understanding. Some 
44,000 schools in the Mission world 
depend on help to carry out their won
derful work. 

Christmas can come with security. As 
age takes its toll on Mission people who 
have labored long and hard for decades, 
living becomes increasingly difficult. Too 
tired to work, too poor to "retire", 
thousands of the elderly find comfort and 
peace in Mission Homes for the Elderly. 
The need for affection never grows old, 
and much love is found here where it is 
so greatly needed. 

Christmas also comes through the 
love of special people. It was a host of 
angels that brought tidings of great joy to 
the world 2000 years ago. Today more 
than 138,000 Missionaries, and count
less native born priests, Sisters, 
Brothers and catechists are working in 
the Missions, speaking far and wide of 
Christ and His message of love. 

But mostly, Christmas comes with 
Christ Himself. On the first Christmas, 
Christ came to earth received by Mary 
and Joseph in a poor manger. Today 
Christ comes to earth, received by all 
who call Him Lord. It is the reason for 
Mission: to tell the world that a Saviour 
has been born, that He is Christ the Lord, 
and that He loves us and offers Himself 
to us each day in the Eucharist. Your 
prayers, your sacrifices will help bring 
this greatest of joys to the Mission world. 

And so I beg of you, dear friends — 
make the Missions a part of your Christ
mas. You will truly bring joy to the world 
— and to yourself! 

Devotedly in Christ, 

Dear Father: By prayer and sacrifice I'll help bring "joy to the world" this 
Christmas. I enclose: 

El $1,500 to help a Missionary maintain 
a homt tor orphans 

D $500 to help a Missionary provide 
salphoiM for a leprosarium 

D $250 to help rapport • mission school 

D $100 to halp outfit a mobile medical clinic 
D $ 5 0 to help to too training ot a nativt priast 
D $25 to halp support a Missionary for a month 
D $10 to kelp a mission orphanage 
O $5 to help rapport a village eatachist 

-(other) because I have been specially biassed 

Please remember my intentions: 

D I would like to share with the Missions all year round. Please send me 
monthly envelopes. 

NAME-

STREET. 

CITY 

STATE ZIP. 

Make checks payable to: TAX DEDUCTIBLE 

T H E SOCIETY FOR T H E PROPAGATION O F T H E F A I T H 

Rev. Joseph Reinhart 
Send contributions to: Diocesan Missions 

123 East Avenue 

Rochester, N.Y. 14604 
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