
COUHlgB-JOURNAL 

"*# 

Alcoholics in Program 
Wednesday, November 2j 1977 

-v-"-

• t « f ^ 

By M A R T I N T O O M B S 

Elmira — There is " n o 
quest ion that this is one of 
the most d i f f i c u l t groups of 
alcoholics to work with." 
Alexander Clark, a member 
of the p o l i c y adv iso ry 
c o m m i t t e e o f t h e 
A lcoho l i sm Rehab i l i ta t ion 
Program said abou t the 
program's cl ients, persons 
w h o l ive in Elmira's inner 
c i t y 

The a lcohol ics in the 
p rogram tend to have low 
self-esteem, low levels of 
educa t ion and low job ski l ls, 
Clark said. The result is "a 
very f rus t ra t ing g r o u p " to 
work w i t h , he said, w i t h a 
"very high level of relapse " 

But the persons invo lved 
do 'have po ten t i a l , " he 

said, and " c a n re turn t o the 
mainstream" of society. 

Clark and Ms. M a r y 
Huyler , d i rec tor of the 
A l coho l i sm Rehab i l i t a t ion 
Program (ARP), exp la ined 
the agency's act iv i t ies at an 
A lcoho l i sm Seminar a t St. 
Joseph's Hosp i ta l recent ly. 

Ms. Huy ler no ted tha t 
ARP is cur ren t l y renovat ing 
new and larger quar ters at 
310 W. Th i rd St., a fo rmer 
M o r m p n Church, w h i c h w i l l 
help insure con f iden t ia l i t y , 
and p rov ide more space for 
the drop- in center 

The drop- in center, she 
expla ined, is open f r o m 8:30 
a.m. to 10 p.m. dur ing the 
week, and f r om 1 to 6 p.m. 
on Saturday and Sunday, 
and gives cl ients a way to 
f i l l t ime, w i t h o u t revert ing 

St. James Sets Supper 
W a v e r l y — S t J a m e s ' 

S c h o o l ' s H o m e S c h o o l 
Associat ion is sponsoring its 
a n n u a l Harvest Supper 
Tuesday. Nov 8 beginning 
at S p m at the IK Club in 
Athens. Pennsylvania The 
dinner w i l l feature turkey 
and al l the t r immings The 
event is being organized by 
Mrs Sharon Lvnc h and Mrs 
Diane W ilson 

A L U M N I DINNER 

E l m i r a — I he St Joseph's 
S< hool ot Nursing A lumn i 
v\i l l c ondu< t their annual 
Harvest Supper and Card 
Part\ l hursdav, Nov 10 at f> 
p m to honor the Sisters ot 
St Joseph w h o (each at the 
s( hool A l u m n i are asked to 
br ing a dish to pass 

Tickets are on sale at the 
Waver ly News Stand and 
Campbel l 's News. Waver ly , 
Athens Pharmacy, Athens, 
and Mon tgomery W a r d and 
Langan & Leo in Sayre, 
Pennsylvania The proceeds 
f rom the dinner w i l l be 
app l ied towards t h e salary 
of the art teacher at the 
school 

YOUTH DANCE 

C o r n i n g — S t P a t r i c k ' s 
Youth Counc i l is sponsoring 
a disco-dance I r idav. Nov. 4 
f rom 8 to 11 p m in the 
parish hal l Youth in grades 
seven th rough 12 are in­
v i ted, admission w i l l be 50c. 
The dance w i l l feature 
recorded music, and the 
counc i l promises a var iety 
of snacks w i l l be ava i lab le 

to their fo rmer , d r ink ing , 
habits. She noted tha t the 
center has between 450 and 
500 drop-ins each mon th . 

Ms. Huy le r said tha t the 
agency acts as a referral 
se rv ice t o o t h e r l o c a l 
agencies, depend ing on the 
needs of the c l ient . If 
m e d i c a l d e - t o x i f i c a t i o n , 
wh i ch involves in-pat ient 

; hospi ta l t reatment , is in­
d ica ted , the agency fo l l ows 
up af ter the c l ient 's release, 
t ry ing t o ease the person 
back in to the society wh ich 
had been a d r ink ing one, 
w i t hou t his revert ing to 
dr ink ing. 

The agency also sponsors 
soc ia l events f o r the i r 
cli'ents, many of w h o m have 
no fami l y , Ms. Huyler ex­
p la ined. ARP sponsors a 
Softbal l team, she noted, 
and has events on holidays. 
Clients also grow crops on 
land prov ided by the Elmira 
Correct iona l Faci l i ty, w i t h 
seeds and plants prov ided 
by St. Ma ry Our Mo the r 
Parish, Horseheads. She also 
po in ted ou t that the work 
on the new quarters is being 
done by the cl ients 

Alcohol is often only part 
of their c l ients ' problems, 
Ms. Huyler said The cl ients 
are pr imar i l y low income, 
male members of m inor i t y 
groups. She noted that they 
a l ready have p r o b l e m s , 
wh ich are fur ther com­
p l ica ted by a lcoho l Cl ients 
o f ten have serious f am i l y 
problems, she 3aid, such as 
w i f e - b e a t i n g a n d c h i l d 
abuse. She no ted that the 
cl ients ' ch i ld ren have a high 
school drop-out rate, and . 
that it is c o m m o n for other 
fami ly members to become 
a lcoho l ic 

A fu tu re pro ject , Ms 
Huyler repor ted, is a half­
way house for a lcohol ics 
who have comp le ted a de­
t o x i f i c a t i o n p rog ram, to 
ease their re-entry in to the 
society in wh i ch they for­
merly drank, w i t h the goal 
of reducing relapse Finding 
a fac i l i t y has been d i f f i cu l t , 
she said, but she hoped it 
w o u l d be ava i lab le in a 
year, .operat ing in con­
junc t ion .with other local 
a l c o h o l i s m r e h a b i l i t a t i o n 
programs 

Photos by Martin Toombs 

Workshop 

Sis te t Jcon R o d m a n , r i g h t , r e c e n t l y l e d o w o r k s h o p o n 
" t h e M e a n i n g <>l C h u r c h " at an a s s e m b l y h e l d o t St. 
M a i g « f r e l M a r \ C h u r t h i n A p o l a r h i n . A g r o u p 
disc uission ot t h a i same assemb ly h o l d t h e a t t e n t i o n o t , 
a b o v e , l e f t t o n j ; h ! , \ i n t c b u e f i l i o , St. P a t r i c k ' s , 
O m - j j o ; Susan B r o w n . I t l i o t o C o l l e g e j A n d ) o h n _ k r e i n . 

a n d D e n n i s C I C I S C I , b o t h o f St. M a r g a r e t M a n . 

Satur 

J«M» 

Council Charts Progress 
St. Patrick's, Corning, Parish Council met Friday, Oct. 27, and 
evaluate the council's progress on goals established last year 
object ives for the c o m i n g year. T h e w e e k e n d , w h i c h began wi 
n ight , was f a c i l i t a t e d by Father Doug las H o f f m a n a n d Sister J< 
diocesan Office of Pastoral Ministry. Above, during Saturday' 
left, Mrs. /Slice Brown, Sister Agnes Catherine, parish pastoral 

V e l i e a n d James H i n t z . 

St. Joseph's Presents 
Oppy, Swartwood Awards 

day, Oct. 28, to 
a n d to char t new 

th a ret reat Fr iday 
n R o d m a n of the 
session are, from 
assistant, George 

E l m i r a — M r s D o r o t h y 
H u g h e s , St . J o s e p h ' s 
Hospi ta l 's p r in t ing coor­
dinator, was presented an 
' O p p y " A w a r d i n 

ceremonies at St Joseph's 
Oc t 24. 

Mrs Hughes, emp loyed in 
the p r i n t i ng depa r tmen t 
since 1966, was honored for 
her "g i v ing of sel f " in her 
dai ly hospi ta l dut ies a n d ' i n 
her c o m m u n i t y l i fe 

H e r d e p a r t m e n t is 
respons ib le fo r p r i n t i n g 
many hospi ta l forms, and 
she is in contact w i t h vir­
tua l ly every uni t at St. 
Joseph's. It is her " a t t i t u d e 
and persona l i t y " in meet ing 
w i t h these areas that led to 
her nomina t i on for the 
award 

The " O p p y " Award is 
presented tw ice annual ly to 
members of the St Joseph's 
Hospi ta l fami ly . 1 he pur­
pose of the award is to 
deve lop an awareness that 
al l employes are a part of 
the hospi tal publ ic relat ions 
team. 

As a member of the first 
O p e r a t i o n Peop le Com­
m i t t e e , w h i c h n a m e s 
" O p p y " w i n n e r s , M r s . 
Hughes a l so was in­
s t rumenta l in spearheading 
the bowling league at the 
hospital as we l l as being an 
act ive par t ic ipant in in­
n u m e r a b l e p a t i e n t and 
employe funct ions 

Outs ide the hospi ta l she 
is act ive in the Anc ien t 
Order of Hibernians, Rosary 
and A l ta r Society of St. 
Mary 's Church, Elmira, and 
other act iv i t ies as we l l . She 
resides w i t h her f am i l y on 
Beecher Street in Elmira. 

Th ree o f her seven 
chi ldren also are employes 
of St. Joseph's and jo ined 
their father. Edward, and 
other members of the fami l y 
in the fest iv i t ies in the 
hospka l cafeter ia 

Sister Mar tha Gersbach, 
adminis t rator , was assisted 
by the co-cha i rman of the 
C o m m u n i t y R e l a t i o n s 
Commi t tee , Ar thur Kendal l 
in the award presentat ion. 

T w o o t h e r h o s p i t a l 

employes were presented 
w i t h savings bonds for qu ick 
ac t ion in s i tuat ions that 
cou ld have resul ted in 
tragedy. Mer r i t W i l son of 
A d a m s S t ree t , E l m i r a , 
D ie tary Depar tment em­
ploye, successful ly app l ied 
the " H u g of L i f e " t o an 
un iden t i f i ed v is i tor in the 
hospi tal cafeter ia recent ly. 
The v i c t im , chok ing on 
meat, expel led the part ic les 
af ter W Ison per fo rmed the 
He iml i c i maneuver on her. 

Joseph C o n s i d i n e o f 
Elmira Street , . Elmira, an 
order ly, responded t o a ca l l 
fo r help and was' successful 
in ca lming an upset pat ient 
awa i t i ng t rea tment in the 
Emergency Services ' Area. 
The d is t raught pat ien t cou ld 
have i n f l i c t ed bod i l y harm 
on himself and others, but 
through Considine's ca lm, 
professional approach, the 
pat ient was subduect 

The savings bonds were 
made ava i lab le th rough the 
S w a r t w o o d F u n d , 
es tab l i shed by a loca l 
businessman, to recognize 
St. Joseph's Hosp i ta l em­
ployes fo r act ions such as 
those of the recipients. 

Celebrate Life, in a recent concert for the parents and pupils of Elmira's Hopkins 
Street School. 

Celebrate Life Concert Nov. 27 
Horseheads — C e l e b r a t e 

Life's artnual fund-rais ing 
concert has been scheduled 
for Sunday, Nov 27 at 8 
p.m. at the Samuel Clemens 
Per forming Arts Center in 
d o w n t o w n E Imira. 

The Celebrate Li fe fo lk 
group is one of the singing 
groups at St. Ma ry Our 
Mo the r Church, wh i ch also 
is known for its f requent 
concerts th roughout the 
area. 

Funds raised by the; 
concert w i l l be used to: 
resolve the p rob lem caused1 

«, bVv*tbe^i>Beakdoy6irU.of J,he| 
group's bus. wh i ch has left 

the 50-Tnember group using 
a caravan of cars to keep its 
concert engagements 

, In add i t i on to - lead ing the 
singing at a. Sunday l i turgy 
every o ther week at St. Mary 
Our Mother , the group 
per forms fo r outs ide groups 
at t h e r a t e - o f once a week. 
Specia l shows are prepared 
a t Christmas ,t ime r . and the 
g roup ; visits loca l nurs ing 
homes and other funct ions. 
Last year the g roup per­
fo rmed " G o d s p e l l " .several 
t imes loca l ly , and also took 
the p roduc t i on t o M a r y l a n d 
That show w i l l be revived 
th is^year. f o r . p t e e n t a j j g n ^ 
dur ing Lent and the t a s t e r ^ 

season. 

T h e n i n e - y e a r - o l d 
organ iza t ion has had 500 
d i f f e r e n t . m e m b e r s ; 
current ly it 's adu l t advisors 
are Ray a n d Pat Defer idor f 
and Faith Eaton. 

The fund-rais ing concer t 
w i l l be gijven in the newly 
reopened Clemens Center, 
wh ich seats more than 1,600 
people. Former ly the Elmira 
Theater, Ithe fac i l i t y has 
been renova ted as a center 
fo r the pe r fo rm ing arts. 

Tickets f o r . t h e concer t 
are ava i lab le f r o m ggpjup 
members, or at the d e f e m ' 


