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More Letters 

Slander 
Charged 
Editor 

In the name of all the 
other theology teachers in 
the diocese, and par­
ticularly those at McQuaid 
Jesuit High School, I would 
like a retraction or an 
apology for father Paul 
Cuddy's slanderous remarks 
in the Courier-Journal 10-12-
77 

Slander is a false report 
which injures the reputation 
of another, and Father 
Cuddy 's c o l u m n was 
slanderous. 

He tells of meeting two 
boys, one black and one 
white The black boy, who 
went to St Monica's, still 
practices his religion. The 
white boy, who went to 
Blessed Sacrament and 
M c Q u a i d , n o " longer 
practices • Father Cuddy 
concludes, "Looks like the 
Jesuits didn't do you much 
good " He does not burden 
us with the name of the 
black boy's high school 
Could it also have been 
McQuaid?' 

Later Father Cuddy says, 
"I should hesitate to fault 

the Jesuits for the lacunas 
and twists in-- my friend's 
understanding, or lack of 
it " And he has already said, 
"Looks like the Jesuits 

didn't do you much good." 
Father Cuddy is right, he 
should have hesitated The 
trouble is he didn't. 

He says courses in 
apologetics have been 
"suppressed, to be replaced 
by frequently intellectually 
v a p i d and e m o t i o n a l 
p a p e r b a c k s . " This is 
evidence that Father Cuddy 
is again victim of what I 
arrogantly call "O'Malley's 
Law " To wit, the less you 
know, the more certain you 
can be In point of .fact, I 
myself teach two courses in 
apologetics at McQuaid, 
one on the existence and 
nature of Cod, one on the 
reasons for being a Roman 
Catholic by choice rather 
than merely by'the chance 
of birth Since I teach every 
senior, I taught at least one 
of those courses to the boy 
Father Cuddy quotes. I have 
also written seven books on 

apologetics: besides the two 
themes above, there also is 
one on prayer, one on faith, 
one on vocations and two 
on Scripture 

All but the last two, which 
will be published in the 
spring, are available , at 
rel igious book stores. 
Father Cuddy can test 
whether they are indeed 
"intellectually vapid and 
emotional.' - He may come 
any day he chooses, 
unannounced, and sit in on 
one of these classes. It 
would be prudent — if not 
Christian - for him to know 
the facts before he writes. 

He longs for* the days of 
the catechisms with their 
" c o n c i s e , c a p s u l i z e d 

. nuggets." May I remind him 
that one can memorize 
without accepting, one can 
listen to truth without 
hearing it. My audiences are 
free (as hopefully Father 
Cuddy's are) to reject what I 
say, my arguments, my 
evidence — for ail sorts of 
reasons. If I knew as little 
about the difficulties of 

. persuading comfor tab le 
pagans to be Christians as 
Father Cuddy seems to . 
know, I would be a happy 
man. Wel l ; at least I'd be 

, comfortably smug in my 
ignorance. 

\ Surely al l , these Catholic 

renegades he speak $ of did 
n o t g r a d u a t e f r o m 
McQuaid. One or two must 
haVe come from Aquinas 
Institute, Cardinal Mooney 
H igh S c h o o l , B ishop 
Kearney High School, Our 
Lady of Mercy High School, 
St. Agnes High School or 
Nazareth Academy. What 
of those f rom Father 
Cuddy's own parish? He 
seems almost to imply that 
the sole purpose of the 
religion teachers in the 
diocese— and the Jesuits in 
particular — is to tear down 
the faith of young people. 
Why does he think we stay 

-at it? The fat salaries? The 
ease of the job? The 
manifestly tangible results 
in o u r students? D o e s it ever 

cross his mind that we are 
tryjng to do the same job as 
he. that we are on the same 
side? 

Father Cuddy is a good 
priest, but that does not 
guarantee instant expertise, 
even in all matters religious. 
His column is read by 
people who know even less 
than he does about what 
goes on in rel igious 

education classes in the 
diocese. He guesses what 
"must" hie going on and 
then shares his guesses with 
thousands of people. 

Father Cuddy owes a 
profound apology to every 
teacher of r e l i g i ous 
education in the diocese. 

Father William 
J. O'Malley SJ 

1800 S.Clinton Ave. 
Rochester, N. Y. 14618 

Hyde Bill 
Supported 
Editor: 

People who take time to 
d e f e n d t h e u n b o r n m e m b e r s 
of dur human family should 
take heart from all the 
lambasting they are getting 
firom the Gannett editorial 
pages and columnists. We 
are finally having an effect. 
They can ignore the basic 
facts of life and all the 
medical, moral, ethical and 
B i b l i c a l ' a r g u m e n t s 

"hoiioway House 
EAST BLOOMHELD. N.Y. ROUTE 5 & 20 

The beautiful Fall foliage is another good reason to visit us. 

Just a Pleasant 30 Minute Drive from Rochester 
Dinners served from 5:30 P.M.̂ 8:30 P.M. 
Luncheons served 12 to 2 P.M. 
Sunday dinners served 12 to 7:30 P.M. 

THANKSGIVING DAY 
DINNERS SERVED 

12-7:30 P.M. 
Make Reservations Now 

SATURDAY NIGHT 
SPECIAL 

PRIME RIBS 
OF BEEF 

5:30-9 P.M. 

FOR RESERVATIONS 

I 
1-716-657-7120 

CLOSED 

MONDAYS 

POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENT POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENT 

GET CLOSE TO SOPRANO 

SAM SOPRANO knows that a good rep­
resentative stays close to the people — he 
is committed to that. First he' will listen, 
then he will represent the majority of the 
people in the 16th District. 

SAM SOPRANO 
Republiean-Conservative-lnd^pendent 

Candidate 
Monroe County Legislator 

16th District 
I Paid for by "The Committee to Elect 
I—SQprano"Mieha.elC, Pa,lefmQ,Jre?surer--* 

upholding the value of each 
human life. However, they 
come out screaming when 
we say emphatically, "No, 

Hang in there, poor by 
Congressman Hyde! I'll poor, 
keep writing letters to back 
you up. I will not fall for the 

eliminating the 

hould VT*T Day d i i | j i i a i i v . u i * r , >-•—» 7 • , 
you cannot use our money sophistry that we s 

to kil l unborn children." solve the problems Ot the 

Jeanne D. 

Rochester 

Sweeney, RN 
35 Nob Hill 
,N.Y. 14617 

POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENT 
POLITICAL t DVERTISEMENT 

HENRIETTA AND BRIGHTON VOTI-RS: 

Re-Elect JIM BREESE 
COUNTY LEGISLATURE 13th. DISTRICT 

"An effective watchdog against wasteful spending" Times Uniorj 10/24/77 

Member Good Shepherd Parish 
Endorsed by Times Union, Democrat & Chronicle 

Paid for by Committee to Elect Jim Breese 

POL ITICAL ADVERTISEMENT POLITICAL ADV ERTISEM E NT 

Re-Elect 

Joseph N. Ferrari 
COUNTY LEGISLATOR 

26TH DISTRICT 

"A Proyen Leader" 

2B LEVER 2B 

Dear Friends, 
My wife and I have been life long residents of 

the city's 26th Legislative district. 

Both of my children attended and graduated 
from St. Anthony's Grammar School. My daughter 
Maria graduated from Nazareth in 1968 and my son 
Louis from Aquinas in 1971. 

My children, both married, with their familes. 
still reside in the 26th district. 

rom My life is the 26th District. I ask the voters 
St. Anthony's — Holy Rosary — St. Patrick^ — 
Sacred Heart and friends of Aquinas and Nazareth 
who live in this district to vote for me. v 

Sincerely, 

JOSEPH N. FERRARI 
Legislator, 26th District 

DEDICATED - H O N E S T - R E S P E C T E D - Q U A L I F I E D 

Paid for by Citizens for Joseph N. Ferrari - Charles Gorton. Treas. 
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