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Christian Death 

Special Show-and-Tell 
A l l of the i n a n i m a t e objects in this p h o t o a n d many 
other things w i l l b e o n sale Fr iday, N o v . 4, a t G o o d 
Shepherd in H e n r i e t t a . Showing t h e m off are M a r i e 
a n d Lisa Casciano, their m o t h e r Johanna, a n d their 
f r iend Cassie Schmi t . T h e craft show a n d sale w i l l run 
f rom 11 a .m . to 7 p .m. in the school g y m n a s i u m . T h e 
hand-made stock in 6 0 booths w i l l inc lude m a c r a m e , 
knit and crocheted items, corn dolls, straw wreaths 
a n d d o l l fu rn i ture . T h e r e w i l l b e f o o d a t m e a l t i m e s 

a n d free baby si t t ing th roughout the sale. 

Sister Anne Recites Vows 
Walk Humbly with Your 

Cod was the theme of the 
r e c e n t c o m m i t m e n t 
ceremony during which 
S i s t e r A n n e C u r t i s 
pronounced her first vows 
as a Sister of Mercy 

Sister Anne is the 
daughter of Col and Mrs. 
lames r Curtis of Ballston 
Lake. N Y . Her parents 
p a r t i c i p a t e d in t h e 
profession liturgy, which 
t o o k p l a c e in t h e 
Motherhouse chapel 

Father James Schwartz, 
chap la in at Rochester 
General Hospital was the 
principal concelebrant of 
the Mass. He was joined at 
the altar by Fathers Robert' 
K e n n e d y a n d J o h n 
Cavanaugh, CSB, who is 
Sister Anne's uncle Sister 
Michael Lappetito preached 
the homily and Sister Jody 
Kearney led the St. Louis 
Church folk group in song. 

Sister Anne is a 1970 
graduate of Card ina l 
Mooney High School and a 
1974 graduate of St. John 
Fisher College where she 

SISTER ANNE 

majored in psychology and 
rmnored in religious studies. 

She enter the Mercy 
congregation in 1975 and 
taught theology at Our Lady 
of Mercy High School for 
two years before making her 
canonical year. She resides 
at the Andrew Center and is 
on the faculty of the high 
school 
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Summer flowers have all 
but disappeared. The leaves 
of autumn have begun to 
lose their beauty and are 
falling to the ground in 
disarray; All around us we 
see the death of nature: the 
flowers and leaves have had 
their moment and it is over 
and they are gone. 

And so too it seems of us: 
we have our moment and 
then we- are gone. W e are 
born to die. There is a cruel 
truth in the words of the 
tombstone: " O gluttonous 
death that has not spared 
even one." Indeed our age is 
an age that has lived with 
death on a global scale: we 
have seen death in Vietnam, 
in the Middle East, in the 
North of Ireland - projected 
to us on our television 
screens. W e have all ex
perienced death in our 
families and the older we 
grow the more frequent 
becomes the experience. 
Death surrounds us on all 
sides. Faced w i t h the 
inevitability of death we are 
constrained to ask the 
question: what do we 
believe in Christian faith 
about death? W h a t is 
Christian death? 

For a Christian, death is 
not simply something that 
comes at the end of life; 
rather it is something that 
comes at the beginning - in 
baptism. St. Paul gives us 
the Christian perspective on 
death when he writes to the 
Romans: 

Are you not aware that we 
who were baptized into 
Christ Jesus were baptized 
into his death? Through 
baptism into his death we 
were buried with him, so 
that just as Christ was raised 
from the dead, we too might 
live a new life. I f we have 
been uni ted wi th him 
through likeness to his 
death, so shall we be 
through a like resurrection. 
(Rom. 6:3-5) 

It is no exaggeration to 
say that a Christian's first 
act - in baptism - is dying: 
dying to selfishness and self-
centeredness; but dying in 
order to rise to new life in 
Christ, a life of greater love 
for God, of greater concern 
for others. Baptism sets the 
rhythm of the Christian lite: 

it becomes a life of dying 
and rising. We die and rise in 
the making of friendships. 
W e die in the making of a 
love-relationship and in 
m a i n t a i n i n g s u c h a 
relationship. W e die and rise 
in accepting the pain and 
suffering that come into our 
lives. We die so many times 
that we have to learn to do 
it well. Thus when physical 
death comes at the end of 
life, the Christian is no 
stranger to death. He has 
experienced many deaths 
and risings. Physical death is 
the final dying in which a 
man affirms his real self. 
Phys ica l d e a t h is a 
Christian's final act of 
choosing the person he will 
be — for all eternity. This is 
why some theologians 
maintain that death is an 
action, not a passion. It is 
not simply something that 
happens to a man. It is an 
action that he does. It is a 
conscious free choice - not 
of course in the sense that 1 
choose to die or that I 
choose the hour of my 
death, but in the sense that 
in the act of dying I choose 
totally and completely the 
person I have gradually 
chosen to become through 
life. 

In this life our energies 
are scattered: we are never 
fully ourselves. In the act of 
dying I become fully myself 
for the first time and 
forever. Is not this what we 
m e a n by j u d g m e n t ? 
Judgment is not a calling of 
witnesses or an opening of 
the book of life, judgment 
means that in the act of 
dying I really come to know 
fully who I am — and who I 
will be forever. 

Death for the Christian, 
then, is the culmination of a 
journey: beginning with the 
death and resurrection of 
baptism, experiencing the 
dyings and risings of daily 
life, and leading to final 
death and resurrection, in 
which the Christian ex
periences - perhaps for the 
first time - his full identity 
in Jesus Christ. 

Page 10 

St. Jototjgp/EivagcHst 

REFRI 
KIDDIE 

FRiDAit SATURDAY , 

NOV. 
6pmt«12pn 

4 * 5 
1pwto12pm 

Steamex- / 
Steam way gets 

the dirt 
other methods 

don't reach. 
Do it yourself and save 
Or let us do it for you! 
Add years to the life of your car
pet! Rent a Steamex. It's as sim
ple to use as a vacuum. Six power 
jets loosen and lift out harmful 
ground-in dirt that cuts carpet life 
short. Dries quipWyl For beauti
ful results. 

Steamex/Steamway of 
New York 

CALL 473-5858 
Prices arephoimxfiJotriiMixtntiifmformo ifô forrwrure 
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Religious Ed. On 4 Tracks At Holy Name 
An elaborate program of 

adult education at Holy 
Name parish has been 
announced by Denise Mack, 
religious education coor
dinator 

Bible study classes will 
meet Tuesday evenings 
through November, and 
again Ian. 10 through Feb. 7, 
7:30-9:30 The instructor. 
Adie Mengees,: holds a 
master's degree in O ld 
Tes tament t Studies and 
A d u l t Educat ion f r o m 
Colgate-Rochester. 

D r D e n n i s B o i k e . 

m a r r i a g e a n d f a m i l y 
counselor, wi l l conduct a 
course on child rearing on 
six successive Wednesdays, 
beginning tonight. Anyone 
interested may call him for 
details, at 385-1950 

O n Wednesdays from 10 
a m until noon, there are 
p r a y e r a n d s c r i p t u r e 
gatherings in the chapel. 

with baby sitting provided. 
A books-sandwiched- in 
program has been set up for 
the first Monday of each 
month, at 12:30 p.m. Sister 
Mary Jane Mitchell leads off 
Nov. 7 with a review of 
Colleen McCullough's Thorn 
Bird. Further information 
may be obtained at the 
parish's religious education 
office, 621-6343 
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FRESH DRESSED • OVEN READY 

For the finest in 
Contompocwy 

Scandinavian furniture 
Complete Display 
• Living room • Wall Unit* 
• Dining room • Lamps 
• Bedroom • A I M rugs 
• Den/Office • Accessories 
.Imported Teak & Rosewood 

tecum fuiihRw* 

NO PAYMENT ON YOUR NEW 
TRUCK'TIL JAN. 5,1978 

THE SNOW IS ON THE WAY 
AND 

OUR PLOWS AREHERE 
FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 

"10" 
V2 TON & s,* TON 

Equipped With Plow* 
M«KniMNCMQ~Mlll«rTTIUMMroOII 

• * ! ! * 

BE READY FOR WINTER-
COME IN AND MAKE YOUR DEAL 

ALSO 

8" 1978 C10 & C20 PICKUPS 
-VANS AT 1977 PRICES 

Equipped To Do The Job •.. 

Ridgemont Plaza 

A: 
tea 


