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U.S. Prelates at Synod 

Card ina l T i m o t h y M a n n i n g , left , archbishop of Los 
Angeles, talks w i t h Archbishop Joseph L. Bernard in of 
C inc inna t i , president of the N a t i o n a l Conference of 
Catho l ic Bishops, in the Synod hal l be fo re the start of 
a work ing session in the month- long Fi f th W o r l d -

Synod of Bishops. (RNS) 

World Synod Prepares 
Message to God's People 

g New York (RNS)- Early 
J?: feipojris f^m,~;Rcyjama in­

d ica te tha t Panamanians 
have vo ted 2-to-1 in favor of 
ra t i f i ca t ion of the recent ly 
s i g n e d P a n a m a C a n a l 
treaties. 

Vo t i ng was descr ibed as 
" m a s s i v e " w i t h m a n y 
po l l i ng places repo r t i ng 
turnouts of 60 percent or 
more , w i t h l ines o f t e n 
st retching for a b lock. 

S o m e 8 0 0 , 0 0 0 
Panamanians over age 18 
were e l ig ib le to vote in the 
national plebiscite. More 
than 3,000 po l l i ng booths 
were p laced in schools, 
mov ie theaters and pub l ic 
bui ld ings. 

• Brig. Gen. Omar Torr i jos 
Herrara, w h o signed the 
t r ea t i es w i t h Pres iden t 
Car te r , sa id the over­
whe lm ing vote w i l l show the 
" innermost . c o n v i c t i o n " of 
the Panamanian people that 
the treaties were favorab le 
t o Panama 's h i s t o r i c a l 
aspirat ion to regain sovreign 
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Vote 2 to 1 >n z 

cont ro l over tpe canal and 
the Canal Zone. 

"Un i t ed Staltes Senators 
w i l l have to consider this 
vote if they haye respect for 
the Panamanian people , " 
the general , said. " T h e 
Panamanian peop le are 
going to the polls wel l -
in formed, very conscious of 
the issues, and free to vote 
as they w ish . " 

The treaties; w o u l d turn 
the canal and Canal Zone to -
f u l l Panamanian cont ro l by 
the year 2000. A two-thirds 
majority vote by the U.S. 
Senate is requ i red for 
ra t i f i ca t ion of the treaties 

In the absence of an 
elected congress in Panama 
under the a u t h o r i t a r i a n 
regime of Gen. Torr i jos, the 
referendum was chosen as 
the best means of rat i fy ing 
the treaties 

Opponents of the treaties, 
led by the Independent 
Lawyers M o v e m e n t , an 
outspoken group of 300 
Panamanian intel lectuals, 
denounced the p leb isc i te as 

a " f r a u d " . They said there 
was no way to con t ro l the 
honestyof the vote. 
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The Taylor Chevrolet Ad in The 
Courier Journal Issue of October 
26 should have read 
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K 
The W o r l d Synod of 

Bishops cal led to consider 
rel igious instruct ion spent 
the f ina l week of a month-
long stay in Va t i can City 
v o t i n g p a r a g r a p h b y 
p a r a g r a p h on a d r a f t 
d o c u m e n t o u t l i n i n g the 
problems and challenges of 
the modern wor ld . 

If Pope Paul Approves, ,a 
f ina l document , descr ibed 
as a " v e r y g e n e r a l 
s ta tement , " w i l l be issued 
under the t t t le.A Message to 
the People of God 

The draf t , accord ing to 
Rel ig ious News Service, 
consists of three sections. 
The f irst af f i rms that the 
Christ ian message "mus t be 
rooted in human c u l t u r e " 
and t ransmi t ted " i n „the 
language of people of our 
t i m e " The second.says that 
the task of the Church is to 
b r i n g the message of 
salvat ion to al l mank ind and 
to stress the pr ime im­
por tance of Jesus in dai ly 
l i fe 

Part I I I asserts t ha t 
fami ly , parish and school , as 
we l l as priests and bishops, 
a r e r e s p o n s i b l e f o r 
catechesis. 

A r c h b i s h o p Joseph L. 
Bernardin of C inc innat i , 
p r e s i d e n t of t he U.S. 
b i s h o p s ' c o n f e r e n c e , 
c o m m e n t e d at a press 
br ie f ing that the success of 
the synod w o u l d depend not 
on what the f ina l documen t 
records, bu t on " w h a t 
happens," or fai ls to hap­
pen , " in the Church in years 
to come 

A m o n g problems ou t l i ned 
in the dra f t document , the 
lack of rel igious f reedom in 
m a n y c o u n t r i e s w a s 
stressed " I n ef fect , there is 
no' t rue f reedom (in these 
countr ies) to gather people , 
for catechesis, or to use 
su i tab le settings for such 
ins t ruc t ion , or to have 
ava i lab le adequate teach ing 
mater ia ls , " the s tatement 
says. "Ne i the r is there the 
r ight t o t ra in eatechists." 

A wr i t ten intervent ion-
presented earl ier by the U.S. 
delegates declared that a 
proper concern of any 
C h r i s t i a n w o u l d b e 
"any th ing wh ich endangers 
human Life, such as wars, 
neutron bombs, behaviora l 
cont ro l through surgery and 
drugs, genetic engineering 
and c e r t a i n f o r m s - of 
popu la t ion con t ro l . " <•" 

Also l isted were "wor ld -
hunger, substandard l iv ing" 
condi t ions, the pl ight of the 
elder ly, or whatever v io lates 
the integri ty of the human 
person." 

" C a t e c h e t i c s , ' 
Americans said. 
i n s i s t t h a t i n 
p r e j u d i c e . 
d isc r im ina t ion are 
"inconsistent w i t h 

t h e 
"shoulii 

j u s t i c e , 
a n d 

no t -only 
human 

digni ty , but also signify a 
serious ignorance of the 
nature of l i fe in the spir i t , an 
oppos i t ion to the work of 
Jesus Christ, and a scan­
dalous of fense against his 
Church . " 

A t a session w i t h reporters 
last week, an Ind ian prelate^ 
spoke of tH*e number rSf*-
countr ies nonrepresented at.^ 
the con fe rence becau |e£ 
their bishops had beelrr 
fo rb idden to-. a t tend. Cafr 
d inal Lawrence T. Picachy, 
SJ, noted a lso tha t there had 
been l i t t le tension in the 
2 0 4 - m e m b e r s y n o d , in 
contrast, he said, to earl ier 
such gatherings. He had 
been assigned, to a three; .; 
member Commission for" 
Controversies. Happ i ly , he 
said, "we ' ve been unenf-
p l oyed . " 

LIGHTNING PROTECTION 
PREVENTS. 

IN 
BAKER-protected homes, barns, schools, 
factories, motels, churches enjoy positive 
protectijorr; No Baker-protected building 
has ever! been damaged by lightning. Every 
job carries ULPA Certification. 

Phone Etob or Jim Baker or write for full details, 

W ebster. NY. 14580 716/87Z-400S 
SINCE 
1919 
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HOT WATER ELECTRIC 
BASEBOARD HEATING 

_ bylntertherm 
Each Intertherm Heater is a Complete Hot Water Circulating System with; 

NO Costly Plumbing 
NO Heat loss through flues or ducts 
Uniform floor to ceiling warmth 
Individual room temperature control 

CALL OUR DEALERS: 

ALHART'S 
ELECTRIC 
110 CULVER RD., ROCHESTER 

482-8686 

NO Carbonization of dust particles 
NO Moving Parts to maintain 
U.L. Label 

MORAN'S f 
DECORATING CNTR. 
• 3760 W. HENRIETTA RD. 

• 2 1 5 0 W. RIDGE RD. 

2171 MONROE AVE. 359 -2710 

AGWAY 
SUPPLY 
RT. 15, EAST AVON, N.Y. 

226-2413 

" - - - " — • OR MAIL COUPON FOR INFORMATION • - • « . • . • • . -

SHEEHAN EQUIPMENT CO. INC. . 6 1 5 SOUTH AVENUE 
ROCHESTER, NEW YORK 14620 

° T S T H S ? £ ! £ ? EcE?TO?hUr„e * * g i v e s f u " ' " t o " " * ™ about all models and s i ies of IN­
TERTHERM Hot Water Hectnc Baseboard Heaters, including prices. I am interested in a: 

• Enclose plana if you desire a<Free engineered heatina layout for your new home or addition. 

D Permanently-installed system for an entire home or building. 

Portable model for hard-to-heat single rooms. 
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