
COURIER-JOURNAL 

Father William Smith 
W e d n e s d a y , O c t o b e r 12 ,1977 Page 1.1 

By JOHN DASH 

A nationally known moral 
theologian would give an X 
rating • to that study of 
sexual morality recently 
published by the Catholic 
Theological Society of 
America, not- so much for 
the contents of the study as 
for the violence it does to 
the sources of Catholic 
morality. 

Father Wil l iam B. Smith, 
STD, professor of Moral 
Theology at St. Joseph's 
Seminary in Dunwoodie, 
last week addressed an 
assembly which nearly filled 
the 800-seat Mercy High 
School Auditorium on the 
role the Magisterium plays 
in defining norms of sexual 
morality. 

That study. Human 
Sexuality, new directions in 
American Catholic thought. 

50th Anniversary 
Sister Carmella, left, and Sister Constance, 
congratulating each other on the occasion of their 
50th anniversary of their joining the Sisters of Mercy. 
The two sisters renewed their vows during a con-
celebrated Mass which preceded a dinner at Notre 
Dame Convent Oct. 1. Many priests, sisters, relatives 
and friends of the jubilarians attended the festivities. 
Sister Carmella is a teacher at Notre Dame High 
School, and Sister Constance lives at the Mercy 

Motherhouse. 

has raised a storm of protest 
f rom theologians and 
bishops across the country 
and. was Father Smith's 
special target for the second 
in the Magisterium lecture 
Series, sponsored by area 
Knights of Co lumbus 
groups. < 

Father Smith prefaced his 
remarks on the study, which 
he indicated was "what 
happens when one does not 
pay at tent ion to the 
Magister ium," with the 
findings of an international 
group of theologians who 
for two years had studied 
pluralism in the theological 
community. 

That body, he said, 
remarked, "that when you 
look at differences, perhaps 
confusion, or if it seems 
perhaps the winds of 
doctrine are blowing in 
different directions, where 
do you find the thread of 
unity, the thread of con
t inu i ty wi th in Catholic 
teaching? 

"They proposed this 
simple rule: that the un
changing principles of 
Cathol ic moral i ty are 
located in Sacred Scripture, 
they are then clarified in 
Sacred Tradi t ion and 

San Says 
presented in each age by the 
Magisterium." 

"These are what we call 
sacred sources," he noted. 
"When we give our assent of 
faith to these things we are 
really saying there is more 
than human wisdom in
v o l v e d h e r e : C o d ' s 
revelation, the guidance of 
the Spirit, the teaching of 
Jesus Christ." 

Father Smi th c i t e d 
Card ina l John Henry 
Newman's perception of the 
Magisterium as a preventive 
for "intellectual suicide." 

Father Smith, discounting 
theologians who see the 
Magisterium as " an added 
burden on their already 
overburdened intellects," 
sees the Magisterium as a 
"needed, a necessary 
blessing." 

He said that Newman 
held that "reason, unaided 
reason, has a tendency to 
unbelief." 

He sees the Magisterium 
as a provision made by a 
most wise and merciful 
Creator "not only to keep 
religion going in the world 
but also to rescue unaided 
reason from its own suicidal 
tendencies." 

WORD FOR 
SUNDAY 

I Albert Shdmon 

C O M M U N I O N IN 
HANDS (PART II) 

THE 

On a visit to Westminister 
Abbey, it is hard to see the 
Abbey, so cluttered is it with 
shrines and monuments. The 
same thing has happened on 
and off in history to some 
great painting: touched up 
and retouched during the 
years the original was 
practically lost. A similar 
fate befell the liturgy over 
the centuries. It became so 
littered with rites and 
ceremonies that by modern 
times one couldn't see the 
forest for the trees. 

When Theseus, King of 
Athens, wanted to enter the 
labyrinth of Crete to kil l the 
Minotaur, a beast half-
human and half-man, which 
annually slew Athenian 
maids and men, he tied a 
thread to the doorpost and 
unwound it as he walked 
into the maze. After he had 
slain the beast, he was able 
to retrace his footsteps by 
following the thread and 
thus escape from the maze. 
For the last two centuries, 
the Church has slowly been 
working her way out of the 
labyrinth of a littered liturgy 
by fol lowing a golden 
thread. What this thread is, 
Vatican Council II formally 
enunciated in her Con
stitution on the Sacred 
Liturgy, namely, "Both texts 
and rites should be drawn 
up so that they express more 
clearly the holy things they 
signify" (#21). Simplicity 
and clarity were the golden 
thread to be followed in the 
reform of the Liturgy. 

The reform began in the 
19th century with Dom 
Cueranger and the monks of 
Solemnes; impetus was 
given by St. P,ius X, then by 
two encyc l ic ! of Pius XII, 
and f i n a l l y by t he 
declarations of Vatican 
Council I I . 

If we recall all that has 
been happening in the 
liturgy in the last thirty 
years, we shall see that there 
has been a retracing of steps 
to arrive at the simplicity 
and purity of the liturgy in 
the early Church. 

For instance, one of the 
central doctrines being 
p r o b e d t o d a y by 

..theologians Mthe one that 
sparked the Arian heresy: 
the • meaning of the In
carnation. The humanity of 
Christ has taken front stage 
center in theological 
discussions today — no 
more Arain nonsense. 
Deeper insights — yes; 
distortions — no! 

It is significant that the 
two great encyclicals of Pius 
X I I — one on the 
mediatorship of Christ 
(Mediator Dei) and the other 
on the Mystical Body of 
Christ (Mystici Corporis) — 
treated the very same 
subjects that had caused the 
l i t u r g i c a l u n h e a v a l 
beginning in the time of 
Charlemagne. 

Slowly the rift between 
the Liturgy and the laity, 
between priest and people, 
began to be healed. Pius XII 
experimented wi th the 
s i m p l i f i c a t i o n of the 
Paschal Liturgy in the 50's. 

Then came Vat ican 
Council II (1962-1965). From 
it, doctrines long submerged 
because of the Church's 
reaction to the Reformation 
began to surface: the im
portance of the word of 
Cod, the meal aspect of the 
sacrifice of the Mass, the 
place of the resurrection in 
the redemption, the notion 
of pilgrim Church, the 
priesthood of the laity, and 
so on and on.. 

Worship follows faith and 
is its expression. So Vatican 
Council II ordered that the 
Mass-liturgy be pruned so 
thai the word of Cod again 
might receive its rightful 
place in the sacrament, that 
the twin pillars of the Mass 
(the Liturgy of the Word and 
the Eucharistic Liturgy) be 
as evident and obvious as 
daylight. 

The altar table was torn 
from the gack of the church 
wall. Once more the priest 
faced the people, as people 
should when they banquet 

together. 

Soon after, Communion 
was administered to people 
standing. Standing better 
signifies resurrection and is 
the stance of the pilgrim. 
Moreover, to stand is 
reminiscent of the Passover 
Meal, which was taken 
standing. So the altar rail 
was removed, as a prop no 
longer needed to support a 
kneeling communicant. Lay 
ministers were introduced 
to underscore the inherent 
hol iness of everyone 
baptized into Christ. With 
Communion in the hands, 
we have now come full 
circle. We're back to our 
roots! 

But why was Communion 
given in the hands in the 
first eight centuries of the 
Church? 

First, it was the natural 
thing to do. The first 
Christians were adults and 
adults generally feed 
themselves unless they are 
sick. Then too, the early 
Christians were imbued with 
the sanctity of every 
baptized Christian. Does not 
St. Paul address the people 
of God as "saints "? Often 
the early Christians were 
literalists. They tood the 
words of our Lord at the Last 
Supper literally: "Take and 
eat." Very probably Jesus 
handed the Bread to the 
apostles and they . took it 
into their own hands and 
ate. This kind of reception" 
of the Bread is a strong 
affirmation of one's wanting 
to be nourished by Cod. It is 
less passive than letting 
oneself be fed. 

Secondly, the call of 
Vatican Council ll's Con
stitution on the Sacred 
Liturgy is for a " fu l l , con
scious and active par
t ic ipat ion in l i turgical 
celebrations" (#14). The 
Church wants Catholics to 
take active part in what they 
do at Mass, to be involved 
not just in mind and heart 
but in body as well. So song 
has been interjected into the 
Liturgy a~s well as silence, 
ministerial roles as well as 
priestly roles. Holy Com
munion, whether on the 
tongue or in the hands, is 
full participation- But to 
c o u n t e r a c t our past 
passivity, the Church now 
offers an option for a 
deeper involvement in the 

manner of receiving Holy 
Communion. By manual 
reception, the tongue utters 
"Amen" and the hand 
o u t s t r e t c h e d says 
dramatically, "I want to be 
nourished by Cod." 

Then too, is it not a beau 
geste that the same hands 
that had brought the gifts to 
the altar now receive1 them 
transformed? 

Thirdly, Communion in 
the hands can be a vivid 
expression of our depen
dence on God. Our hands 
are empty. We ask Him to 
fi l l them. But we hold our 
hands out, not like beggars, 
but like children of a 
heavenly Father who loves 
us so much as to offer us the 
Bread of heaven for mur 
taking. God is ours for the 
asking. 

Lastly, Communion in the 
hands is very logical. For the 
tongue of man alone is not 
holy. The whole person is. 
Baptism makes us temples 
of God, sharers of the divine 
life, members of the body of 
C h r i s t — " a r o y a l 
priesthood, a holy nation, a 
people he claims for his 
own" (1 Pet. 2:9). 

Of course the Church 
grants Communion in the 
hand as an option. Both 
traditions, on the tongue 
and in the hand, are valid. 
Like any good mother, the 
Church respects the feelings 
of all — those favoring the 
old tradition, and those who 
favor a change. In things 
that are certain, let there be 
unity; in things that .are 
opt ional , let there be 
freedom, but in all things, 
let there be charity. 

{ 
Never fear change sanc

tioned by Holy Mother 
Church. She is the Bride of 
Christ and His Spirit is with 
her. History always proves 
her right! 

AID GIVEN 

The Catholic Women's 
Club of Rochester voted at a 
recent board meeting to 
allocate $1,200 to the 
f o l l o w i n g c h a r i t a b l e 
o rgan i za t i ons Corpus 
Christi School Fund. School 
of the Holy Childhood. St 
Joseph ' s H o u s e of 
Hospitality, the Right to Life 
Fund, and St Bridget's 
Church 

Should the book Human 
Sexuality be made into a 
movie, he said, that movie 
should be rated X, "not for 
any pornographic content, 
but because of the extreme 
violence done to the sources 
of Cathol ic theology, 
namely. Sacred Scripture, 
Sacred Tradition and the 
Magisterium of the Church." 

He termed the text of the 
study a piece of "shoddy 
s c h o l a r s h i p , " and 
proceeded to analyze 
various points the book 
made as . evidence of 
r e j e c t i o n of S a c r e d 
Scripture, discontinuity with 
Sacred Tradition and bpth 
ignorance of and deliberate 
m i s - c i t i n g of t he 
Magisterium 

The Magisterium. Lecture 
Series concludes its Fall 
season this evening, when 
Msgr. George A. Kelly, PhD, 
steps to the podium to 
speak on "The Magisterium 
and Uncertainty in the 
Church," at 7:45 p.m. in the 
M e r c y H i g h S c h o o l 
Auditorium. 

Msgr. Kelly is director of 
the Institute for Advanced 
Studies in Cathode Doctrine 

at St. John's University. The 
author of 14 books, Msgr. 
Kelly also is a member of 
many professional societies, 
and is organizing Catholic 
scholars into a group to 
promote and defend Church 
doctrine. 

Also this evening a 
presentation will be made of 
a check representing the 
proceeds from the lecture 
series. Knights of Columbus 
representatives from the 
Fourth Degree General 
Assembly and the Pope Pius 
XII Council of Irondequoit 
will give the money to 
Father John Forni of St 
Bridget's Church, Father 
Jerome Robinson, director 
of the Office of Black 
Ministr ies and Father 
Francis Vogt, former pastor 
of St. Bridget's Church 

Those presenting the 
check are Ed Miller, faithtul 
navigator of the tourth 
degree; Joe Casciani, past 
fa i th fu l navigator and 
faithful admiral ot the 
four th degree; Bernie 
Bromka, past grand knight 
and comptroller ot the 
fourth degree, John Pat-
synski, grand knight of the 
Irondequoit council. ^ 
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87 Clinton Ave. N. Liberty St., Penn Yan 

OPEN TUES. & THURS. NITES MOM THRU FRI 10 to 5 
MON. THRU FRI. 10 to 5 SAT 8 to 5 

SAT. 9 to 3 

FALL SUITS , 
NONE OVER $110 

MANY AT 

$85 • $95 
Short & Big Sizes 

As Well as Tall and Extra Tall 


