
COURIER-JOURNAL Wednesday, September 28,1977 Page 7 

TMEaros 

Ff? 
Louis Hohmah 

Dear Father Hohman, 

I have f o l l owed your 
c o l u m n fo r some years f r o m 
the Phi l ippines, 'o f ten ad­
mi r ing the way you handled 
some t ru ly st icky questions. 
For the f i rst t ime, though, I 
have been brought u p rather 
ab rup t l y by one of your 
phrases: " A l t h o u g h I cou ld 
never real ly understand the 
t h e o l o g i c a l b a s i s o f 
Benedic t ion of the Blessed 
Sacrament as a physical 
ac t . " 

I know that one no longer 
hears much abou t that 
devo t ion here in the States. 
In the Phil l ipines it is st i l l 
popu la r , b u t he ld less 
f requent ly than in the past. 
Is there a deeper reason on 
the pa r t o f p r ies t or 
c o n g r e g a t i o n f o r th i s 
phenomenon than pure lack 
of interest? 

Perhaps you cou ld give 
me a hint of wha t you meant 
in a few lines, or d i rec t me 
to some author w h o has 
t reated the subject. This was 
not meant to be a letter t o 
be a n s w e r e d in y o u r 
co lumn , a l though if others 
have also been bothered by 
that phrase i t w o u l d be 
worthwhile to treat publicly. 

Sincerely in Christ, 
(Signed) U.K. 

DearR.K. , 

I . had no i n t e n t i o n 
whatsoever of seeming to 

i quest ion the real presence 
i- :of O u r L o r d ' i n the Blessed 
j Sacrament. I t was just, the 

re lat ionship of Benedic t ion 
| as the physical a c t o f 

mak ing the Sign of the Cross 
w i f h the Host that had me a 
little puzzled. 

Recent ly the Ho ly See 
came o u t w i t h a document , 
the exact name of wh ich I 
do not know, wh ich treats of 
t h e Blessed S a c r a m e n t 
outs ide o f the Eucharist ic 
Sacri f ice. I'm sure tha t you 
cou ld f i nd o y t f r om a 
Catho l ic book store such as 
Trant 's. 

I d id also seek help f r o m 
recognized sources and 'the 
way it was explained to me 
was this: back in the days 
when the Eucharist f i rst was 
preserved and taken to 
homes on behalf of the sick 
there was a very de f in i te 
deve lopment in the doct r ine 
of the real presence. And it 
was very log ica l ly reasoned 
that if Christ was real ly 
present in t he Blessed 
Sacrament in a way tha t He 
cou ld be taken t o the homes 
of the sick, then cer ta in ly 
He was wor thy of adora t ion 
in the meant ime. I t f o l l o w e d 
then tha t there w o u l d be 
preservat ion of the sacred 
species in the tabernac le 
and consequent adora t ion 
of those species as being the 
real presence of Jesus 
Christ . From this there 
evo lved the fur ther pract ice 
of externally expressing the 
blessing wh ich Christ ob­
viously intends to br ing us 
by using the sacred species 
t o b less a p a r t i c u l a r 
congregat ion. A n d so the 
theo log ica l exp lanat ion, if 
you w i l l , is the fac t tha t 
Christ by His presence in the 
Blessed Sacrament wishes 
t o bless a l l o f us by His 
presence and that is ex­
pressed external ly in a way 
peop le can understand by a 
priest mak ing a physical 
bened ic t ion over them. 

However, as I see it , the 

Life, Liberty 
and Law 

Nancy Murphy J 

A n y o n e s e r i o u s l y 
r e s e a r c h i n g t h e abo r ­
t ion/s ter i l izat ion s i tuat ion 
w i l l sooner or later no t ice 
t h e r e p e t i t i o n o f a 
D h i l o s o p h y shared by 
U N I C b F / W H O . P lanned 
Parenthood, A A S E C T - S I -
ECUS, the Na t i ona l 
Organ iza t ion fo r W o m e n , 
the U.S. Supreme Court , 
d o z e n s o f A m e r i c a n 
Catho l ic hospitals, some 
Amer i can Catho l ic priests, 
m e d i c a l schoo ls , HEW, 
medica l texts, and atheist ic 
Humanists. The phi losophy: 
"For the ' to ta l hea l th ' of the 
pat ient , or the ' to ta l g o o d ' 
o f a ' c o m m u n i t y ' , 
s ter i l izat ion and abor t ion 
are necessary." 

T h e W o r l d H e a l t h 
Organ iza t ion steri l izes and 
aborts thousands yearly and 
performs bizarre medica l 
e x p e r i m e n t a t i o n s o n 
thousands more. UN ICE F 
open ly supports and funds 
al l of this, spending mi l l ions 
yearly. Planned Parenthood, 
w i t h the coopera t ion of 
Amer i can Catho l ic Danie l 
C a l l a h a n , p r o p o s e d 
abor t i on as the " s o l u t i o n " 
t o t eenage p r e g n a n c y . 
A A S E C T / S I E C U S ( s e x 
" e d u c a t i o n " spec ia l i s t s ) 
s u p p o r t n o t o n l y 
s ter i l izat ion and abor t ion 
but in a recent ar t ic le by Dr. 
Warde l l Pomeroy (A New 
Look A t Incest, Penthouse 
Forum Var ia t ions 1977J. 

they suppor t incest between 
"consent ing adu l ts . " Dr. 
Pomeroy, co-author of the 
Kinsey Report, is a member 
of the Advisory Commi t t ee 
of AASECT, as we l l as 
s e r v i n g i n a d v i s o r y 
capaci t ies fo r SIECUS and 
the Sexology Magaz ine. 

N O W . agressively pro-
abor t ion , has expel led f r om 
N O W membersh ip w o m e n 
who are anti-abortion, and 
has ident i f ied abo r t i on as a 
t o p pr io r i t y r ight fo r the 
to ta l w o m a n . Dozens of 
Amer ican Catho l ic hospitals 
use a lmost the ident ica l 
wo rd ing of the cour t in thei r 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n s o f d i r e c t 
s t e r i l i z a t i o n . C h a r l e s 
Curran, dissenting Amer ican 
Catho l ic priest, sees the 
Vatican posit ion on 
mora l i t y as " d i s t o r t e d " and 
has wr i t ten repeatedly that 
d i r e c t s t e r i l i z a t i o n is 
just i f ied when " t he to ta l i t y 
of the person is cons idered. " 
M e d i c a l schools open l y 
d iscr iminate against ant i -
abor t ion students. HEW has 
ster i l ized (wi th tax monies) 
thousands o f A m e r i c a n 
Indian women for to ta l 
heal th reasons. 

Wi l l i ams Obstetr ics 1976 
in a 24-page sect ion devo ted 
s o L e l y t o j u s t i f y i n g 
popu la t ion con t ro l , lists 

^ s t e r i l i z a t i o n as an ac­
ceptable method of to ta l 
f a m i l y a n d p o p u l a t i o n 
cont ro l . As for abor t ion , 
they say on page 842: "For 
some women, an unwanted 
pregnancy is a venereal 
d i s e a s e . " H u m a n i s t s , 
denying the existence of 
Cod al together, support a l l 
forms of sexual expression 
and l ibera l e d u c a t i o n a l 
policies. 

I sometimes wonder in 
this plural ist ic wo r ld , why 
aren't our Catho l ic schools 
teaching the to ta l Vat icap 

e x t e r n a l b e n e d i c t i o n is 
merely a s i g n ^ l j f h a t l w h i c h 
is a l ready a1 real i ty and does 
not do anyth ing new for the 
persons w h o are exposed t o 
it, except t o renew their 
fa i th in the love ofj Jesus 
Christ fo r them arid His 
desire fo r them to be 
blessed by His presence.. 

I th ink tha t wh | i t has 
happened to Benedic t ion of 
the Blessed ^Sacrament in 
var ious places whether it be 
the re tent ion o f the pract ice 
or pract ica l e l im ina t ion of 
it, is merely an evo lu t ionary 
process wh i ch in the last 
analysis w i l l take its course 
just as t ru ly as the or ig ina l 
evo lu t ion of the pract ice 
took its course. Nei ther way 
w i l l the Church be depr ived 
or set back bu t rather fa i th 
w i l l f i nd new ways o f be ing 
renewed and strengthened. 

Parish Benefit 
Festival 

Corpus Christ i parish w i l l 
ho ld a Fall Festival, Sept. 29-
Oc t . 2. I t w i l l feature a 
spaghett i dinner on Friday, 
Sept. 30, a beef barbecue on 
Saturday, Oct . 1 and a 
c h i c k e n b a r b e c u e o n 
Sunday night. 

A lso on Saturday, f r om 1-
5 p.m., there w i l l be 
amusement rides. Tickets 
w i l l be $2. 

Wayne Barton and Judy 
Fedele are chairpersons fo r 
the event and Richard 
Costel lo f rom St. Rita's 
parish and Fred Lappa f r om 
St. Salome's are serving as 
coord inators. 

Deaths 
Peter F. Rice 

The Mass of Christ ian 
Bur ia l fo r Peter Frank Rice 
was concelebrated Sept. 8, 
1977, in St. Boni face Church 
by Fathers John Flick, CSSR, 
F ranc is T a y l o r , R o b e r t 
K r e c k e l a n d R i c h a r d 
Shatzel. 

Mr . Rice, bro ther of 
George Rice of Aver i l l 
Avenue and of Gert rude 
Rice, d ied at St. John's 
Home on Labor Day. He had 
worked fo r many years at 
the o ld Chi ldren's Shelter in 
d o w n t o w n Rochester He 
had a wide acquain tance 
among women rel igious of 
the area, and his wake was 
a t tended by Sisters f r om St. 
F r a n c i s H o m e i n 
Wi l l i amsv i l l e and f rom the 
Mercy , St. Joseph and Not re 
Dame congregat ions, Miss 
Rice said Sister lane, on 
leave f rom mission duty in 
A t r i t d . was among the 

c alters 

Survivors include an aunt, 
Mrs. Peter Rice, and a 
c o u s i n . F a t h e r P e t e r 
Lechner, OP, of Rome, I taly. 

Philip Cipolla 
M t . M o r r i s — P h i l i p 

Cipol la d ied Sept. 3.1977, at 
the age of 94, and was 
bu r i ed in St. Pa t r i ck ' s 
Cemetery af ter the Mass of 
Chr is t ian Bur ia l at St 
Patrick's Church. 

He is survived by four 
sons and nine daughters. 
Joseph Cipo l la and Mrs 
Teresa Fraser of M t . Morr is ; 
M i k e C ipo l la and Mrs. 
G e r t r u d e C h i v a r o h o f 
Hornef l ; Mrs Rose Colet ta 
and Mrs. Laura Rimore ot 
Rochester, Sam and Charles 
Cipol la , Mrs Mary Dib ley 
and Mrs Lucy Horner ot 
B a l t i m o r e , M d , M r s 
Josephine Rice, Jackson­
v i l l e , Ha , Mrs Ang ie 
Hamler. Maypor t , Pa , and 
Mrs M a r t h a Scherk ler , 
MeadvMle. Pa Also sur­
v iv ing are se\eral grand-
c h i l d r e n a n d g r e a t 

•vSrArTtig:* 

At Teachers Conference 
By MARY A N N GINNERTY 

Seneca Fal ls-Emphasizing 
the posi t ive aspects of 
just ice educat ion . Brother 
Edward v a n M e r r i e n b o e r , 
OP, t o l d the Diocesan 
Teachers Conference here 
that it ( justice educat ion) 
was " n o t to be against 
something. It is to be for 
someth ing. " 

"Just ice educa t ion is an 
a f f i rma t ion of values, a 
vis ion of the way we cou ld 
l ive together as a peop le , " 
he said. 

B r o t h e r E d w a r d was ' 
keynote speaker dur ing the 
conference held Sept 15 at 
St. Patr ick's School. 

Abou t 350 teachers f rom 
schools outs ide of the 
Rochester area took part in 
workshops and eva luat ion 
sessions. 

Sister Roberta Tierney, 
diocesan super intendent of 
Cathol ic schools, repor ted 
t h a t a l l p a r t i c i p a n t s 
"showed great sp i r i t " dur ing 
the conference. 

B r o t h e r E d w a r d em­
p h a s i z e d t h a t f a c u l t y 
members mus t b e c o m e 
act ive ly involved in in­
struct ing their charges in 
human equal i ty . 

He ind icated that f ive 
poss ib l e o b j e c t i v e s be 
r e a l i z e d as goa ls f o r 
educat ion First give the 
chi ldren the tacts as to how 
p o l i t i c a l and e c o n o m i c 
decisions are made and 
af fect lives. 

Second, look t o re l iable 
sources and go back to the 
theme of Jesus to create an 
act o f sol idar i ty w i t h the 
poor. Th i rd , try to create a 
cr i t i ca l sense w i t h i n the 
student. Fourth, face the 
real i ty we can sin social ly 
and ind iv idua l ly . 

F i f t h the re mus t be 
commi tmen t bu i l t as we 
cannot assume Cathol ics 
are commi t t ed to social 
justice. 

B ro the r E d w a r d c o n ­
c luded saying, "Let us as a 
church become more in­

vo lved in the process. Let 
ta lk ing f l ow in to behavior 
and act ion. To me. the role 
of Cathol ic educa t ion is a 
simple one. Today in the 
church of Jesus Christ we 
n e e d n e i g h b o r h o o d 
organizers, social workers, 

poLit ical experts. W e )need 
someone to take the t i 
look at the causes o 
wh i ch expresses itself in t t je 
injustices in our lives. It is 
t h e j o b o f C a t h o l i c 
educat ion to br ing the 
process in to a c t i o n " 

Father Smith To Speak 
on Sexual Ethics 

Father W i l l i a m B. Smith, 
STD, professor of Mo ra l 
Theology at St. Joseph's 
Seminary, Dunwood ie , w i l l 
speak next W e d n e s d a y 
night, Oc t . 5, in Mercy H igh 
School School . 

H i s t a l k o n T h e 
Magis ter ium and Sexual 
Ethics w i l l be the second of 
the Magis ter ium Lectures 
sponsored by the Knights of 
Columbus. The series begins 
ton ight at 7:45 w i t h Father 
Kenneth Baker's presen­
ta t i on on The Magis ter ium 
and the Theologians. 

Father Smith is a member 
of the New York Ar-
c h d i o c e s a n B o a r d o f 
Med ica l -Mora l Ethics and of 
t h e A r c h d i o c e s a n I n ­
vestment Ethics Commi t tee . 
He serves the archdiocese 
also as clerk of the O f f i ce of 
C o n c i l i a t i o n a n d A r ­
b i t ra t ion . He has appeared 
on a number of nat ional 
te lev is ion programs as a 

FATHER SMITH 

defender of Catho l ic mora l 
pr inciples. 

The lectures are open to 
the public Tickets may be 
pro( u red f r o m Rober t 
Benedict, 47 5-Sfo95, or f rom 
1 rant's 

Stewardship Council 
Plans Annual Meet 

The 14th annual con­
ference of the Nat iona l 
C a t h o l i c S t e w a r d s h i p 
Counc i l w i l l take place in 
New Orleans f r om Oct . 10 
to 13. 

The t h e m e w i l l be 
Stewardship: Dynamic for 
A c c o u n t a b i l i t y . Fa ther 
Francis K. Sheets, fo rmer ly 
d i rec to r o f f iscal p lann ing in 
the Fort Wayne-South Bend 
Diocese, w i l l be cha i rman of 
the conference. 

Father Sheets also w i l l 
conduc t a workshop w i t h 
the top ic "The Future of 
Fund Raising and the Role 
of t heNCSC. " 

Bishop James S. Rausch 
o f -Phoen ix , former general 
sec re ta r y o t t he U S 
Catholic Conference, w i l l 
speak on " M a k i n g the 
A m e r i c a n C h u r c h M o r e 
Responsive to the Needs of 
the People of C o d . " 

RENTALS • SALES • SERVICE REPAIRS • SHEET MUSIC 

MUZET, INC. 
Musical Instrument 

Rental Plans 
FOR YOUR CHILD 

Recommended by music teachers throughout Western New York State. 

First Quality 
Standard Brand 
Instruments 
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JuduHff ARTLEY 

Evette & / x y / ^ T 
Schaeffer M f A 

290 MONROE AVENUE 454-2141 
"The School Music Service" 

Store Hours: Mon,-Thu. '/• «• Fri. & Sat. 9-5 
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