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Again in Peril 
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Trio of Terror 
I h i e e u n r e l a t e d shor t i t e m s t r o i n R e l i g i o u s 

N e w s Se rv i ce s h o w tha t s o c i e t y c o n t i n u e s t o 

e n t e r t a i n a s t r ange p r o p e n s i t y t o r c o m m i t t i n g 

ac ts ot h o r r o r - a n d o f t e n in t h e n a m e o t t h e 

g e n e r a l w e l f a r e 

1 he i t e m s 

H u n t s v i l l e , Texas - C o n d e m n e d p r i sone rs in 

Texas w i l l be e x e c u t e d w i t h " d e a t h i n j e c t i o n s ' ' 

w h i l e sea ted in e l e c t r i c cha i r s , a c c o r d i n g t o n e w 

p r o c e d u r e s d e v e l o p e d by s ta te c o r r e c t i o n of­

f i c i a l s . 

D u s s e l d o r f , W e s t C ie rmany - The Wes t 

( " .erman |e \ y i sh C e n t r a l C o u n t i l has s c o r e d w h a t v 

it ca l l s <i w a v e of N a / i " n o s t a l g i a ' ' in t h e 

c o u n t r y 

W a s h i n g t o n . D C -- T h e U.S. g o v e r n m e n t 

c o n t i n u e s t o pay t o r s o m e a b o r t i o n s at m i l i t a r y 

i n s t a l l a t i o n s , a l t h o u g h M e d i c a i d p a y m e n t s f o r 

e l e c t i v e a b o r t i o n s h a v e b e e n h a l t e d 

A l l t h r e e o t these s t o n e s d e a l w i t h g o v e r n ­
m e n t s w h i c h h a v e d e c i d e d o n k i l l i n g p e o p l e t o r 
w h a t t h e y d e e m t o b e t h e g e n e r a l w e l f a r e . 
P lease s t o p a n d t h i n k a b o u t i t . 

ppinion 
Yei/cer 
Mttsses? 
Editor: 

In my recent ar t ic le on 
The Lbcat Church (Courier-
Journal , Sept. 7) I suggested 
reducing the number of 
Sundaiy Masses wherever 
that r$ feasible, so as to 
d r a w the pa r i sh i one rs 
together in more compact 
congregat ions and so foster 
a stronger sense of sol idar i ty 
and un i ty 

i 

Sinqe then. I came across 
a recent statement of Pope 
P a u l J s u g g e s t i n g t h a t 
parishes have fewer Sunday 
Masses so that more people 
w o u l d >attend each Mass He 
s ta ted! tha t th is w o u l d 
encourage a greater sense of 
c o m m u n i t y . He s a i d : 

SuiuUn l i l i ng i i al .issein 
hlies ine so nine h more 
penc i l j i l i ng when lhe\ .i|c 
wel l a t tended. wel l put 
t o g e l l l e l .111(1 p . f s t n i a l k 
a l i v e : 

I , i n | m i l here | n c s c i ) l i r ^ 
P o p e P a u l as M I m u l i n g i l ) \ 
mo l i c i i i i I n i l s i m p K s h a n i i g 
W i l l i ( u i r r t-.i d e l s 1 | |c 
ass ia a iji( i t i l t h e I | o | \ 
I a l l i c i , tha t it is no t c i 
i e n l I ii ii il u l l i i l u i 

f a t h e r B e n e d i c t E h m a r i n 
! 7 Aust in St. 
R o c h e s t e r , N Y . 14b0b 

J and P Unit 
Draws Fire 
Editor: 

1 Jtist a word of comment 
on y o u r rather fu l l coverage, 
in the Sept. 14,1977 issue, of 
the wonder fu l work of our 
diocesan Justice and Peace 
Commiss ion! 

i 

i 
Certa'inly Bishop Hogan 

a c t e d | c o u r a g e o u s l y in 
e s t a b l i s h i n g the c o m ­
mission a l though his Priests 
Counc i l vo ted d o w n such a 
pro ject in February of 1976. 
Certa in ly our diocese needs 
such a Commission because 
the O f f i c e of H u m a n 
Deve lopment , w i t h its 17 

\ staff miembers is not " i n ­
ternat iona l ly o r ien ted . " (Cf. 
Priests j Counc i l minutes, 
Feb., \97f>.) If the Diocese of 
Rochester does not act to 
advocate solut ions to the 
problemjs of human rights 
al l over the globe, who wil l? 

It was "surp r i s ing" to be 
reminded that the jus t ice 
and Peace C o m m i s s i o n 
p r e s i d e s o v e r t h e 
d i s t r i b u t i o n o f $14,500 
wh ich the people of parishes 
con t r ibu ted for very specif ic 
p u r p o s e s -- M i s s i o n s , 
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Bishop Joseph L. H o g a n 
Pres iden t 

Anthony J. Costel lo 
P u b l i s h e r s 

G e n e r a l M a n a g e r 

Carmen). Viglucci 
t d i t o r 

Rev. Louis J. H o h m a n 
EpisjcopaJ A d v i s o r 
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Cathol ic Relief and Wor ld 
Hunger. And to think that 
s o m e c r i t i c i z e d t h e 
Pallot ine Fathers' use of 
funds for the missions! It is 
good to know we have a 
g roup of u n i d e n t i f i e d 
people, organized under the 
bishop, who know how to 
spend this money - ap­
parently better than the 
nat ional and internat ional 
chu rch agencies w h i c h 
sponsor these col lect ions. 
And it certainly gives us 
parish priests a much easier 
task to m o t i v a t e and 
p r o m p t peop le 's con­
t r i b u t i o n s t o t h e s e 
col lect ions! 

Perhaps you could take a 
survey of the parishes to 
discover in what way the 
Day of Prayer was held on 
Sept. 18. Cer ta in ly the 
bishop's letter wi l l have 
made good reading to the 
people. Many churches w i l l 
probably have had Ex­
posit ion of the Blessed 
Sacrament w i th publ ic and 
pr ivate prayer all through 
the af ternoon Probably it 
w i l l have been w e l l -
at tended. We received such 
pract ical help for the Day of 
Prayer (as we usually do 
f rom the diocesan offices 
I m n l l i c i spec i.il Su iu las s 
throughout the year), it 
should have been easy to 
arouse the interest of just 
about any parishioner 

Many thanks for all you 
do to keep us informed on 
the grand work of the 
diocese 

Father Daniel F. Hol land 
Associate Pastor 

St. Thomas 
the Apostle Church 

Roches4er, N.Y. 14617 

Priest Backs 
New Treaty-
Editor. 

A few miles to the south 
and east of T i p i t a p a , 
Nicaragua, where I serve as 
pastor, lies the route most 
of ten proposed for a second 
"Panama C a n a l " The two 
Marykno l l Sisters who work 
in that area no doubt 
w e l c o m e any sign of 
e c o n o m i c a c t i v i t y tha t 
wou ld benefi t their people, 
even a new Big Di tch. But at 
the moment the world 's 
a t ten t ion is focused on the 
original Panama Canal 

Polls apparent ly say that 
the major i ty of the U.S. 
ci t izenry currently oppose a 
new treaty. If there should 
be Rochester area Catholics 
among them, I recommend 
they get "The Panama Canal 
a n d S o c i a l J u s t i c e , " 
pub l i shed by the U.S. 
Cathol ic Conference (1312 
Massachusetts A v e , NW. 
Washington, D C . 10005, 50 
cents). 

This booklet contains a 
number pi articles, the most 
impor tant in my opin ion 
being the "Dec lara t ion of 
the Panamanian Bishops 
(. on le i c ^y i e Augus t l'l7"> 

The bishops say in part: 

"From the beginning the 
Cathol ic Church in Panama 
af f i rmed the independence 
and sovereignty of this 
nat ion by not establishing 
the Canal Zone as a 
separa te ecc les ias t i ca l 
ent i ty. This pr inciple has 
always been fo l lowed. The 
Zone has always been 
considered a part of what 
used to be the only diocese 
of Panama wh ich was 
c o t e r m i n o u s w i t h the 
country 's boundaries. 

"Lately, the Panamanian 

fi/&4/ BBSrs£Li£5_ 

b/2M 

* ITS A MEW, UPBEAT INTERPRETATION 
OF TWE APOCALYPSE/" 

Bishops Conference and the 
Archbishop of Panama, by 
means of speeches and 
d e c l a r a t i o n s , have at­
tempted to stress the need 
for an equi table new treaty 
which wi l l recognize ef­
f e c t i v e P a n a m a n i a n 
sovereignty over al l its 
terr i tory and which w i l l 
assure a just solut ion for al l 
parties 

" I t seems to us that the 
coming days are very im­
portant if the whole issue is 
to become a cornerstone for 
internat ional just ice and not 
a stumbl ing block for the 
nations. We Panamanians 
must learn to hold con­
sciously to the sovereign 
rights of our country, wh i le 
n e i t h e r i g n o r i n g n o r 
neglecting our in ternat ional 
dut ies." 

It wou ld seem to me that 
Cathol ics of good w i l l 
cannot jgnore this test imony 
of the Panamanian bishops. 
Pope Paul VI also made it a 
key point in his 1967 
d o c u m e n t , Progress of 
Peoples, that the larger, 
more prosperous nations, in 
conscience, have to grant 
the just claims of the less 
developed nations 

Father Bernard Survi l 
Apdo 3796 

Managua, Nicaragua 

NAWR 
Criticized 
Editor: 

It is d isappoint ing, to say 
the least, that w o m e n 
religious have dec ided not 
to support pro-l i fe ef for ts to 
bring about const i tu t iona l 
protect ion for the rights of 
the unborn. The Leadership 
C o n f e r e n c e o f W o m e n 
Religious has stated that a 
legal posi t ion on abor t ion 
u l t imate ly rests on a mora l 
evaluat ion of fe ta l l i fe and 
there is wide disagreement 
in society as to the nature 
and digni ty of that l i fe. 

If we are going to let 
society d ic ta te to us w h a t ; 
should be done in regard to 
the abor t ion issue, wha t is 
the p o i n t of " w o m e n 
r e l i g i o u s " h o l d i n g a 
l eade rsh ip c o n f e r e n c e ? 
Where is the leadership tha t 
is so desperately needed in 
matters of mora l i ty today? 
Do we quel l everyth ing tha t 
is controversial? Is the 
taking of feta l LIFE really 
controversial? Even those 
w h o f a v o r l e g a l i z e d 
abor t ion are admi t t i ng this 
to be human life. 

Moreover, the Nat iona l 
A s s e m b l y o f W o m e n 
Religious has dec ided to 
support the f inanc ing of 

a b o r t i o n s f o r wel fare 
women . To te l l a group of 
nuns to oppose abortion 
(which the LCWR did) when 
t h e y a r e s u p p o r t i n g 
abo r t i on is contradictory. 
Tcj suppor t the f inancing of 
a b o r t i o n s f o r we l fare 
w p m e n on the grounds that 
tht^y are tak ing a stand 
regarding "equa l access of 
allj w o m e n to legal rights" 
srrjacks of the feminist 
ph i losophy wh ich was so 
prevalent at the New York 
S t a t e I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Women 's Year Meet ing in 
A lpany. Those who were 
pro-ERA, as the NCWR has 
safd they are, accepted the 
E R A , a b o r t i o n , a n d 
lesjbianism in one package 

• " h e r e a re no com­
promises in the feminist 
mdvement , just as there 
should be no compromises 
for] a Chr ist ian. A Christian 
puts his t rust in Cod and 
holjds al l He t.iunht .is 
s.uirrd. sue h as the i om 
n i . i j idmcnt . I hou shall not 
ki l l ; Hut set ulcirisin puts 
lis | trust • m this hie and 
niajkes ear th ly happiness 
and wel l -be ing its priin<ir\ 
t o i | u e m ( H a r r v HI,inures. 
I he ( hr ist ian Mind) 

Gloria Jenner 
415 Fox Meadow Road 
Rochester, N.Y. 14626 

Reverses 
Charges 
Editor: 

In ,her a r t i c le on "Soap," 
Pat Costa suggests that one 
r e a s o n t h e s h o w be 
scrapped or at least moved 
to a later t ime slot is that it 
is " d u l l , p l o d d i n g and 
humor less . " 

I suggest that if this 
reasoning were appl ied to 
the ar t ic les a p p e a r i n g j n the 
Cour ier-Journal what would 
be lef t o f the paper could be 
ei ther pub l ished on a match 
book or it w o u l d have a very 
c rowded last page. 

Donald Scheg 
74 Scheg Ter. 

Rochester, N.Y. 

Editor's Note: That's odd. A 
lot of readers find us very 
comical. 

Letters intended for 
publication must be addressed 
to Opinion, Courier-Journal, 67 
Chestnut St., Rochester, N.Y. 
14604. 

They should be no longer 
than 1 1/2 pages, typed 
double-spaced, with names 
and addresses. The paper 
reserves the right to edit all 
letters. I 
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