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artW: 
Ifhe office of lector is an 
Sclent a n d ^ honored 

of the Word 
%ist ry "n the Church. 
S i a n "(160^230) is the 
i r s t to ment ion an of-
Wallv" recognized lector 

•Jthe communi ty. Bu t the 
'pnointment of a spec.al 
reader always someone 
r L r than the leader o f the 

service, is ev ident 

even in the wri t ings of Justin 
Mar t y r (ca. 150). 

I t is clear in Justin's "First 
A p o l o g y " that the minister 
of the fa i th fu l , speaks the 
W o r d wh ich rises f rom the 
Church to God. From this 
reference it also seems clear 
that lectors were to have 
received a certain amount 

o rgan iza t iona l s t ructures 
were adopted. And the 
general human tendency to 
inst i tut ional ize a charism 
surrounded the ministry of 
l ec to r w i t h i nc reas ing 
j u r i d i c a l n o r m s a n d 
procedures. 

B e f o r e 
presbyteral 

the 

WORD FOR 
SUNDAY 

Fr: 
Albert Sham on 

Sunday's Readings: (R3) Lk. 
.'14-25-33. (R1) Wis. .9:13-18. 
(R2)Phlm.9-17. 

Wisdom was the last book 
of the Old Testament t o be 
.Written ( in A l e x a n d r i a , 
around 90 B.C.). A lexandr ia 
at that t ime posed serious 

•jpreblems for the Jewish 
% i t h . The first century 
^Hellenists of Alexandria 
were much like our 20th 
•'century intel lectuals: they 

>Jelt se l f -suf f ic ient , t h a t 
there was no need of C o d 

Not so long ago, a man 
Isought to just i fy his non-
practice of rel ig ion by 
saying to me, " I l ive a good 
life I don't hurt anyone. I 
am a good man. Why should 
J go to church?" M y answer, 

' unbeknownst to me at the 
time, was pract ica l ly the 
same as that of the author 
of Wisdom 

' I had said to h im, " H o w 
do you know your l i fe is 

" goocW How do you know it 
is pleasing to God? Or that it 
is even Chr ist ian?" The 
author of Wisdom had said. 
"What man knows God's 
counsel, or who can con­
ceive what the Lord in­
tends'" In a word , to know 
God's wi l l , reve lat ion is 

"needed M a n u n a i d e d 
cannot arrive at the fulness 
of truth 

This is especial ly true of 
morality Man by himself 
will make what is fair f ou l , 
and what is fou l fair. He ' l l 
"foul up " the d is t inc t ion 
between good and evi l 
What moral aberrat ions are 
countenanced today in the 
name ot reason and 
c o m m o n s e n s e 
unenlightened by God 's 
revelat i o n s : a r t i f i c i a l 
cont racept ion , a b o r t i o n , 
homosexuality, d ivorce, and 

*so on and on. W i s d o m tells 
-lis why "The del iberat ions 
of mortals are t im id , their 
plans u n s u r e . " W h y ? 
Because man is mor ta l . His 

••• life is short. Death is at the 
end of every mor ta l road. 
He has not t ime enough on 
his own to probe al l t ru th . 

•Then, too, man is a bund le 
of needs and passions. The 

•.needs of our " e a r t h e n 
shelter," the body, causes a 

; busyness that can choke ou t 
: truth The tumu l t and the 

shouting of our passions can 
blind us to i t . " T h e 
corruptible body burdens 
the soul and the earthen 
shelter weighs d o w n the 
mind that has many con­
cerns " 

Add to this the puniness 
of the human m ind . I t can 
hardly know e v e r y t h i n g 

„ there is to know abou t the 
>things man ..can see, feel, 

touch and hgar. "What is 
within our grasp w e f i nd 
With d i f f i c u l t y " . There's 
much of mystery even in the 

t splash a n d g u r g l e of a 
brook. Tennyson confessed 

, that a single wild flower 
baffled his understanding. 
'Flower i f r tKe crannied 

wa l l , — I p luck you out of 
the crannies, — I hold you 
here, root and al l , in my 
hand, — Li t t le f lower— but 
if I cou ld understand — 
Wha t you are, root and al l , 
and al l in a l l . . . " If 1 could 
but understand—• and yet 
we dare presume, on our 
own , to scan the long 
savannahs of the blue, to 
unbo l t Nature's secrecies, to 
f ly w i t h Pegasus wings to the 
throne of God, and aspire, 
L u c i f e r - l i k e , t o d i v i n e 
knowledge w i thou t the help 
of the Div ine. 

The first eleven chapters 
of Genesis show where man 
goes on his own— he ends 
up in a Babel of confusion. 
So God sent Wisdom, His 
Son and His Holy Spirit to 
set man's steps right 

Yet modern man tends to 
slough off Cod again. As a 
result, his wisdom turns to 
fo l ly . Wisdom said that to 
fo l low Cod's way one must 
carry a cross The hal lmark 
of s e c u l a n s t i c soc ie ty 
today, however, is per­
m i s s i v e n e s s , i n c e s s a n t 
cater ing to the whims and 
fancies, lusts and licenses of 
man And God's verdict on 
all this?. "Their end is 
destruc tfcJriv" -

W v "''"n e e d C o d ' s 
revelation. ' He.has made it 
It con t i nues /o ' un fo ld in a 
teac hmgr«|SJ|urc h and a 
people o f / C o d l iv ing the 
t a i t h Apart f rom that 
Church and people, man by 
himsell w i l l no more walk 
straight then a todciler 
w i thout a helping hand f rom 
its mother 

We l l might we pray w i th 
the psalmist "Teach us 
that we may gain wisdom ot 
heart " 

o f e d u c a t i o n w h i c h 
distinguished them from the 
rest of the communi ty . 
Nevertheless, f r om Ter-
tu l l ian on the presence of a 
lector has been attested to 
in Churches of the West as 
well as the East. Both 
Hippolytus of Rome (3rd 
Century) and St. Augustine 
(5th Century) describe the 
Of f ice and even the in­
stal lat ion of the lector. 

A very detai led document 
dat ing f rom the year 303 AD 
records an event wh ich took 
place at the end of the last 
great persecution. It reports 
that a Roman o f f i c i a l , 
Munatus Felix by name, 
arrived at the house of a 
bishop named Paul where 
the Chr i s t i an assembly 
c u s t o m a r i l y met , and 
demanded that Paul deliver 

up the scriptures to him. 
Apparent ly, they wou ld be 
used as evidence against the 
Christians if necessary. 

However, Paul had to 
answer, "The lectors have 
the scriptures " If he wanted 
the Christian scriptures, the 
Roman of f ic ia l must ask 
those w h o were g iven 
charge of them. Later, it 
turns out that not even the 
lectors had all the scriptures 
because the deacons were 
responsible for the Gospel 
books 

This account indicates 
that each -- Bishop, deacons, 
and lec to rs - was a 
signif icant member of the 
Chr ist ian c o m m u n i t y to 
whom was entrusted a 
spec i f i c r e s p o n s i b i l i t y 
according to their ministry. 
As ministers of the Word , 
the lectors were responsibJe-.-^Essentia 
for the proclamat ion: . j n4^&* |$ j . tb . 
care of the smptu^f^'vffsc^^-f': 
to guarding flwln^ftht^? > !Diarmuid McCann writes 
their homes. •'"•* " Z^- -."••• 

l o n g , 
ministry began 

to incorporate the funct ions 
of other ministries and 
create a division between 
" m i n i s t e r " and " t h o s e 
ministered t o . " After the 6th 
century the lay ministry of 
lector disappeared and was 
supplanted almost ent irely 
by a minor c ler ical order. 

Not unt i l Aug. 15,1972, in 
the document "Min is ter ia 
q u a e d a m , " w a s t h e 
" m i n i s t r y of l e c t o r " 
reestablished as an o f f i ce in 
the Church , no longer 
reserved to candidates for 
the sacrament of Orders. 

Today the Church has 
recognized again the need 
for responsible non-cler ical 
yet wel l -prepared ministers 
of the Word of God - men 
and women entrusted by the 
commun i t y w i t h the right 
and duty to serve the 
c o m m u n i t y as c a p a b l e 
successors to the ancient 
o f f ice of lector. 

Occupy ing a posi t ion of 
leadership in the l i turg ical 
assembly , l ec to rs mus t 
develop a sense of the 
immense impor tance of the 
Minis t ry of the W o r d . This 
work of proc la iming the 
W o r d in the assembly and in 
their lives is at the heart of 
the Chu rch ' s m i ss i on . 

y, it is a work of 

Yet. as t ime went on, the 
ancient d ig in i ty of the 
ministry of lector became 
ever more cler ical ized The 
i m m e d i a c y of the ex­
perience of the Risen Cord 
began to fade The Church 
grew numerical ly and ex­
panded cu l t u ra l l y Civ i l 

"A word given 
Is a revelat ion and a 

C o m m u n i c a t i o n , an 
expression 

And mani festat ion of the 
person 

It speaks of his mission 
And testif ies to his 

Mean ing . " 

Beef Stick...backin' 
SUMMER SAUSAGE 

the fight against 
Muscular 
Dystroph 
From August 29th thru September 
5th, for every pound of BEEF 
STICK® Summer Sausage sold, 
Hidkory Farms of Ohio® will 
contribute 20< to the Muscular 
Dystrophy Association. 

Buy, save, and enjoy BEEF 

STICK® Summer Sausage. 
Buy a cut piece for 

3<ttlb.off 
the regular price. 
Buy the whole stick and get the usual 

10C lb. off 
additional discount. 

Watch the Jerry Lewis Telethon Labor Day Weekend. 
& 
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Midtown Plaza • Greece Towne Mall 

Eastview Mall • IrondequoK Plaza 
Pittsford Colony Plaza (Pittsford Sun. Hours 11-6) 

THE SUPER CHEESE MARKET 

You! don't have to be 
the jiew Van Cliburn 
to st^idy at 
the Eastman School 

w z: 

i SCHOOL 
MUSIC 

KILBOURN HALL 
ASTMAN THEATRE 

In addicion to being one of the 
world's major professional music 
-conservatories, the Eastman School 
offers opportunities for study to 
music lovers in the Rochester area. 
T h e Eastman Preparatory Faculty 
includes many members of the 
Roches te r P h i l h a r m o n i c Q r -
chestra, as well as artist teachers of 
the Eastman School. 

T o study in the Eastman 
Preparatory Department, you need 
not be pre-college age. Many 

adults, especially those who studied 
instruments or singing in their 
childhood, come to Eastman to 
begin again their musical studies. 

We offer individual lessons in 
voice, p i ano , o rgan , str ings, 
woodwinds, brass, and percussion, 
and classes in music history and 
theory. Preparatory schedules are 
flexible; the cost is eight or eleven 
dollars per half-hour lesson; and 
the quality of instruction can be 
summed up in one word. Eastman. 

For more information, call 

Vincent Lend , Chai rman, 

Eastman Preparatory Department 

275-3015. 
The University of Rochester offers equal opportunii\ regard to* of x-x, age, 

religion, and national or ethnic origin. 

$ 
.00 

3 
OFF 
7 .34 

Gal. 

Reg. 10.34 Gal. 

check 
our low 
Factory 
Discount 
Prices 
You $$ 
Save $$ 
Plenty $$ 

SALE PRICES GOOD TILL SEPT, 10 

<a-


