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Learning Disability 
Teacher Added to 
Catholic System 

By MARTIN TOOMBS 

E l m i r a — A l e a r n i n g 
disabtiUties teacher has been 
added to the program of the 
Chemung County Catho l ic 
Schoo l system for the 
c o m i n g y e a r . S i s t e r 
Robert ina Finegan, fo rmer ly 
a iteacher at 5t. Patrick's 
Junior High, w i l l d i v i de her 
tirfie among the four schopls 
this year, work ing w i t h 
students having difficulty 
learning 

Sister Robert ina isn't a 
stranger to the f ie ld , as she 
holds a masters degree in 
learning disabi l i t ies f rom 
Faiirfield Universi ty, and has 
worked w i t h students on 
spec tal problems in the past. 
She also has conducted a 
Summer school- this Sum
mer, work ing w i th Catho l ic 
as wel l as some publ ic 
sc hool students 

Sister Robert in-a w i l l 
spend much of her t ime 
sc reen ing k i n d e r g a r t e n 
students and diagnosing 
students referred to her by 
( lassroom teachers. Sister 
l oan Cawley, jun io r high 
pr inc ipa l , expla ined. The 
screening of k indergar ten 
students is designed to 
discover po tent ia l problems 
before they slow a student 's 
progress Students having 
d i f f i cu l t y w i l l be tested, and 
Sister Robertina wi l l 
determine what course of 
action will benefit each 
student She w i l l then h e l p 
the c lassroom teacher and 
the teacher aides to im
p lement the plan for the 
student She also w j l l work 
with classroom teachers, 
increasing their knowledge 
of learning disabilities and 
of how to work w i t h teaming 
d isabled students 

Sister Joan i ommen ted 
that some ot the students 
Sister Robert ina w i l l work 
w i t h are merely behind their 
classmates, and don ' t have 
a specif ic disa-bility For 
those students, she w i l l 
prepare a program designed 
to br ing them up to grade 
level 

Enro l lment in the system's 
three e lementary schools 
and jun ior high was 937 
students as of Aug. 1 , ac
cord ing to T. H. Banks, 
schoo l sys tem business 
manager. Mo re registrat ions 
are expected before the 
school year begins. Last 
year, the school system 
began the year w i t h 1,051 

students. j 

A l l four pr incipals have 
returned for this year; Sister 
A l i ce Mar ie ' : Kurtz at St. 
C a s i m i r ' s , Sister ' M a r y 
Dav id ica at Our Lady of 
Lourdes, Sister Julia Clare at 
5t. Mary 's , apd Sister Joan 
Cawley at St. Patrick's 
Junior High. 

Brother Feerick getting ready to open Bishop 
Kearney's doors as principal. 

Br. Feerick Joins 
BK as Principal 

Brother Thomas Feerick 
who has taken over the reins 
as p r i nc ipa l of B ishop 
Kearney High School has 
had an educat iona l career 
which has included teaching 
at the e lementa ry and 
s e c o n d a r y l e v e l s i n 
terspersed w i t h a th l e t i c 
c o a c h i n g and d i rec t r f tg 
assignments as wel l as 
admin is t ra t ive posit ions. 

r 
Brother received his BA 

f r om lona Col lege and his 
M A in Sociology f rom S i 
John's Universi ty in TNevy 
York He h<is dorfe ad
d i t iona l graduate work at 
H o l y Cross Univers i ty ; , 
Boston College, Catho l ic 
Universi ty of Amer ica and 
the Universi ty of Hawai i . j 

Brother spent f ive years; 
1965-70 in Hono lu lu as 
assistant pr inc ipa l , school 
treasurer and communi ty ! 
bursar at Damien Memor ia l ! 

High School. |n 1971, after a 
year of teaching at Bergen 
High School in New Jersey, 
Brother was; assigned as 
Principal to Bishop Hen-
dr icken High School in 
Rhode Island.; 

The. siehpoJl .accord ing to 
accounts, w i t h only 430 
students was p.Yi the brink of 
c l o s i n g but ; unde r the 
directipn of Brother Feerick, 
made a turnajbout and now 
has an enrollment of 850. 

This number is dwar fed 
by Bishop K/eamey's 2000 
students w h o m Brother w i l l 
meet in a f e w weeks. But in 
talking with him he didn't 
sound daunted. A t present, 
w i t h having just arr ived on 
the scene, he is th ink ing in 
terms of f inanc ia l stabi l i ty, 
"T ry ing to sell up a budget 
that is real ist ic ," he ex
p la ined. 
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Incoming freshmen, Martha Heinrich and Amy Pappoon along with Sister Mary 
Kay Ryan who is the new comoderator for the St. Agnes freshman class discuss 

plans for the school's Orientation Day. 

St. Agnes Structures 
Study Halls 

St. Agnes Freshman 
Or ienta t ion Day on Sept 7 
opens the 1977-78 school 
year which finds changes in 
the school's pol icy, facu l ty 
and courses. 

Trimester sections wi l l be 
r e p l a c e d by q u a r t e r l y 
d iv is ions w i t h qua r te r l y 
report cards issued. Study 
halls w i l l be a regular part of 
the school day. Previously 
St. Agnes has not had formal 
study halls but students 
have been encouraged to 
use their unstructured t ime 
responsibly. 

"This has been a good 
exper ience , " said Sister 
AnneCuer i n , pr inc ipal , " bu t 
parents, facu l ty and ad
min is t rat ion have felt that 
some degree of structure 
w o u l d enhance the qual i ty 
of educa t ion . " 

Teachers new to the 
facu l ty include: Sister Ann 
Pa t r i ce Ca r r i gan f r o m 
DeSales High School; Sister 
Kristin Malone and Mrs. 
Patty Sheridan who w i l l take 
up dut ies in the A r t 
Depa r tmen t Sister Pam 
Gabrye l f r o m N a z a r e t h 
Academy; Mrs. Margaret 
Mary Kayser who w i l l teach 
In t roduct ion to Physical 
Science. 

New courses added are: 
Justice, Liberty and Law, 
Advanced C lo th ing , A d 
vanced Foods and Ar t IV. 

The school calendar w i l l 
include workshops, facu l ty 
and department meetings, a 
play in November, a musical 
in M a y , dances each 
semester, a Christmas 
dance, junior prom and 
senior bal l . Leadership Day, 

on Oct . 7, w i l l concentrate 
on gu ided act ivi t ies for 
s c h o o l l e a d e r s . Two 
Shareholders Days have 
been scheduled; one in the 
Fall and the other in the 
Spring. 

Specia l weeks to be 
observed inc lude: American 
E d u c a t i o n . W e e k in 
November ; Cathol ic Schools 
Week in February; Ethnic 
Week; Careers Week, Metric 
Week; Foreign Lanquage 
Week,; Business and Fine 
Arts Week; Fine Arts Week 
Human Deve lopment Week 
is scheduled fo r Nov. 14-18 

St. Agnes will continue 
par t i c ipa t ion in the BOCES 
program as well as the 
Nazareth Col lege sponsored 
col lege courses. 
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