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Downstate Opponent 
Crown Kearney's Kings? 

ByJOHNDOSER 

B i s h o p K e a r n e y h e a d 
foo tba l l coach Don Del ia Vel la 
says he isn't crazy, a l though his 
fe l low Cathol ic high school 
(and maybe some pub l ic high 
school) coaches may think he 
is! 

Del ia Vel la, who doubles as 
Kearney's ath let ic director, ran 
i n t o f o o t b a l l s c h e d u l i n g 
problems again this season 

He was, for example, unable 
to schedule ne ighborhood r ival 
Eastr idge High, and wen t 
look ing for an eighth game 
opponent 

He had oppor tun i t ies to 
schedule smaller high schools 
f rom the Syracuse area, but 
after mak ing many poone calls, 
he discovered Vestal Centra l , 
one of the state's perennial top-
ranked super gr id powers, had 
a simi lar open date. 

Del ia Vel la went ahead and 
scheduled Vestal because he 
couldn't back down from the 
chal lenge of p lay ing one of the 
state's best - head on - and at 
Vestal , besides. 

Del ia Vel la , w h o is co-
cha i rman of f oo tba l l a long 
w i t h Mon roe High Ath le t ic 
D i rec tor Dick Cerone for the 
Ci ty-Cathol ic League, explains 
that Kearney experiences a l l 

kinds of problems and conf l ic ts 
each year ,in t ry ing j to put 
together a f oo tba l l schedule 

It's increasingly complex 
because most Mon roe 'County 
area schools are already in one 
of two leagues (City-Cathol ic 
and M o n r o e County) and most 
games are f i l l ed within! league 
games are f i l led w i th in the 
league games - leav ing ' l i t t le 
room for "non- league" ' games 
unless a league is broken in to 
divisions wh ich creates op
por tuni t ies for add i t iona l non-
ieague games to f i l l out a nine 
game schedule (the max imum 
number of games a l lowed by 
the New York State Publlic High 
School A th le t i c Associat ion) 

" W e try to main ta in the 
Kearney- l rondequoi t -East r idge 
.series, but the County came up 
w i t h its schedule after ours and 
we (BK and Eastridge) cou ldn ' t 
f i nd a su i tab le da te . " 

Del ia Vel la says he can't 
u n d e r s t a n d w h y M o n r o e 
County and area leagues can't 
do their schedul ing at the same 
t ime. 

" W e don ' t do it together and 
in the end somebody always 
gets burned ( lef t w i t h open 
dates). 

" W e were short a game, so I 
started ca l l ing al l over the 
s ta te . I c a l l e d , Syi iacuse, 

Buf fa lo, the Utica area, etc , to 
f ind out which teams were 
avai lable for our part icular 
opening " 

Under normal condit ions, 
most school grid slates are 
f i l led by the end of January, 
sometimes as early as f ive or 
six weeks after the previous 
season ends 

Delia Vella was sti l l making 
phone calls as late as May, one 
month before the school term 
ended 

He thinks the Section 5 
foo tba l l program as a whole 
doesn't take a back seat to any 
other area in the state - and 
Pennsylvania as wel l 

"Bu t what we do need is to 
bring it al l together - Cathol ic, 
c i ty, county and other schools 
all run into this scheduling 
prob lem. I remember going to a 
Section 5 meeting and hearing 
the prob lems Coach Lou 
Mol isan i has at Wel lsv i l le over 
scheduling. Every year he has 
the same problems " 

The Monroe County League's 
Eastern Div is ion had some 
problems w i th the addi t ion of a 
new school (Rush-Henrietta 
Roth). But because the County 
West had teams w i th open 
dates, the Eastern Division 
teams were able to f i l l out their 
schedules 

"Bu t County East set up a 
schedu le w i t h very l i t t l e , 
f lex ib i l i ty whatsoever in order 
to pick up the extra games 
needed. 

. " I t seems to me there's a 
need for better coord inat ion 
because each year, unless this 
problem is sett led, it isn't going 
to get any better." 

Delia Vella strongly supports 
athlet ic compet i t ion among 
Cathol ic and publ ic schools 
wi th in the same commun i t y 
because of the obv ious ly 
natural rivalries created 

"But it can't be a one-man 
fight Eastridge has to set 
Kearney aside if it really wants 
to play Kearney. And Iron-
dequoit , Webster and the 
Henrietta schools must do the 
same thing. If we want to play 
these town rivalries, we have to 
make moves and ovat ions to 
our league chairmen ear l ier ," 
Delia Vella says 

East r idge, says D e l i a 
Vel la, may not have a sixth 
game because of s im i la r 
scheduling problems 

"Here we are, right next 
door to each other, we each 
need a game, and we can't f ind 
them Then Vestal came u p . " 

Kearney had a chance to 
play several Class A or Class B 

schools f r om the Syracuse 
area, bu t Del ia Vella has 
always had an i tch to play 
bigger schools f rom out of 
t own . 

He a lways enjoyed it when 
BK went ou t of town to play 
teams in Rome, N Y , or Erie 
Pa., etc., whether the Kings 
won or lost. 

An ideal Kearney schedule, 
in his judgement , would in
c lude I rondequoi t , Eastridge, 
the natura l Cathol ic rivals, a 
few top Ci ty publ ic school 
teams and a sprinkling of 
"outside" opponents 

" I th ink our kids wil l get 
exposure (going against Vestal). 
I ,"remember every year when 
we used to p lay a big team, a 
guy l ike Paul A d a m o and some 
other guys got some exposure 
d o w n in Rome that con
sequent ly helped us graduate 
A d a m o to the University of 
W y o m i n g . 

"The kids have to reach for 
higher competition You don't 
want to go for a crazy schedule 
al l of the t ime, you have to give 
them someth ing wi th in their 
reach so they can be suc
cessful. 

"There should be one or two 
games on the schedule the kids 
really have to dig down and 
reach fo r . " (Continued Next 
Week) 

An In 
By JOAN M . S M I T H 

Boys' Empire State, spon
sored by the Amer ican Legion, 
was held in June at Morr isv i l le , 
N Y Like it's counterpar t , the 
Gir ls ' Empire State, the boys 
week long venture was an 
educat iona l program wh i ch 
endeavors to instruct young 
men about the privi leges of the 
vote, the fo rma t ion of po l i t i ca l 
parties and the process of 
choosing and e lect ing leaders 
t o f i l l governmenta l of f ices. 
There was, however, a major 
d i f ference between the two 
events — the U.S. Marines were 
at the Morr isv i l le agr icu l tura l 
and Technical Inst i tu te to add 

a touch of military discipline to 
the proceedings 

" W e marched everywhere — 
t o meals, to g y m , " exc la imed 
Chris Resch a Mooney senior 
w h o a t t ended a long w i t h 
classmates M i k e Poinan and 
Wayne Penazek. Others among 
t"he 1000 boys who par t i c ipa ted 

' in the program were John 
Nacca f rom Aquinas, T im Ho l t 
and John Sul l ivan f rom Bishop 
Kearney and Dennis Cushman 
of M c Q u a i d 

The boys were in t roduced to 
the spit and pol ish of mi l i ta ry 
l i fe, wh ich inc luded not on ly 
gruel l ing physical exercise but 
mak ing a bed so perfect that a 
quarter w o u l d bounce of f the 
sheets 

Aside f rom these mi l i ta ry 
matters, the young pol i t ic ians 
experienced the democrat ic 
po l i t i ca l system at work whi le 
they created their ci tv, county 
and state governments The 
boys ran for of f ices on al l 
levels, sought votes and passed 
legis lat ion 

Jlohn Nacca ran for a ci ty 
o f f i ce and was elected City 
Counc i lman . What impressed 

T h e three young pol i t ic ians 

h im most was the " M a k i n g , the 
passing of laws and put t ing 
them in to ac t i on . " Accord ing 
to h im, most of the laws dealt 
w i t h t ra f f i c v io lat ions. ; 

" I t was real is t ic , " described 
M i k e and added, "especial ly 
the convent ions. They wejre just 
l ike what I've seen on TV; " 

Chr is and W a y n e t ack-

w h o say their generat ion is better in formed about the logistics 
and W a y n e . 

allegiances in order to secure 
necessary votes 

nowledged that before they 
went to the program they 
didn' t know that much about 
the government but whi le there 
learned quite a bit But not 
only did they learn about 
government they also saw the 
machinat ions appl ied to vote 
gett ing "The wheeling and 
dea l ing" was how one student 
put it in referring to the 
bargaining and the niggling ot 

" I t showed how good our 
democrat ic process is but it 
also showed how easily it is 
abused." said M ike 

Wayne agreed w i t h h im 
adding, "There cou ld be im-
povement but there is no other 
government in the wor ld that is 
a n y betHer " 
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of g o v e r n m e n t are Chris, Mike 

Where d id they think im-
povements cou ld be made? 
" M o r e i n v e s t i g a t i o n of 
p o l i t i c i a n s a n d t h e i r 
l eg is la t ion , " suggested Mike 

A l l in al l the boys maintained 
the exper ience had been well 
rounded in giv ing them a t a 5 t ^ 
o f c o l l e g e , m i l i t a r y and 
po l i t i ca l l i fe . 


