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C O U R I E R - J O U R N A L 

AuriesvMe 
Italian Day 
Set Aug. 21 

Auriesville — The Jesuits 
w h o d i rec t the Nat iona l 
S h r i n e o f t h e N o r t h 
A m e r i c a n M a r t y r s are 
a n t i c i p a t i n g s e v e r a l 
d iocesan representat ives at 
the annual I ta l ian Day 
observances at the shrine, 
slated this year for Sun
day.Aug. 21 

New York 's A u x i l i a r y 
Bishop Joseph M. Pernicone 
w i l l lead the ce lebrat ion, 
wh ich is expected to draw 
I t a l i a n - A m e r i c a n g r o u p s 
f r o m the six ad jo i n i ng 
states 

Father Thomas Egan, SJ. 
d i rector of the Shrine noted 
recent ly that I ta l ian Day is 
one of the oldest t rad i t ions 
in the annals o f the 92-year-
o ld ins t i tu t ion 

The day recounts the 
work of an early Italian 
missioner. Father Giuseppe 
Francesco Bressani, who 
spent f i ve months in cap
t iv i ty at the site of the 
present shrine, before being 
rescued by Domin ie Jan 
Megapolens is , the same 
pioneer minister of the 
D u t c h Reformed Church in 
A lbany who came to the aid 
of Father Isaac Jogues when 
he had fa l len a fou l of the 
M o h a w k Indians. 

Events of the day inc lude 
an 11.15 a.m. Mass spon
sored by the Soc ie ta 
F e m m i n a l e d e M a r i a 
Madonna del la Catena of 
A l b a n y ; a 1:30 p . m . 
gather ing at ^the shrine's 
ma in gate, f o l l owed by 
rel igious exercises; a 4 :15 
p i lgr image Mass at wh ich 
B i s h o p P e r n i c o n e w i l l 
preside and sung by the 40-
member choir of Our Lady 
of M L Carmel Church in 
Amsterdam. 
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Pholb by Susan McKmne\ 
M s . Brzustowicz and o n e of her recent canvases. 

Local Artists' Work 
Adorns New Book 

By JOHN DASH 

V i c t o r i a B r z u s t o w i c z , 
" 'Brustowi ts , ' forget about 
the zees," is a painter of 

* d is turb ing ly power fu l horses 
^ t h a t slash across pa le 

monumental canvases. 

She also is the etcher of 
t iny prints, de l icate ly t in ted 
a n d c a r e f u l l y d r a w n 
musings wh ich appeal to the 
less worldly among us, the 
chi ldren. 

She is a parishioner of 
Our Lady of Lourdes Parish, 
the on ly art ist in her fami ly , 
and has illustrated a book 
soon to hit the shelves, 
Once-Upon-a-Time Saints: 
Faith-Tales for Chi ldren. 

Life, Liberty 
and Law 

Nancy Murphy 

To me, one of the most 
i n t r i g u i n g th ings a b o u t 
today's dissenters w i th in the 
Catho l ic commun i t y is their 
obsession w i t h defend ing 
their right to disagree w i t h 
the Va t i can This is of 
course my personal con
c l u s i o n , my p e r s o n a l 
eva luat ion , and has no 
v a l i d i t y o u t s i d e t h a t 
f ramework 

But most conversat ions 
w i t h these people, though 
s t imulat ing, are domina ted 
by though t fu l expressions of 
the popes ' l i m i t e d in
f a l l i b i l i t y a n d t h e 
theologians ' ob l iga t ion to 
q u e s t i o n and pe rhaps 
dissent f rom any but ex 
c a t h e d r a p r o c l a m a t i o n s 
But there is a much graver 
p o i n t w h i c h tends t o 
become obscured in the 
thick of the d ia log It has 
become increasingly dif
ficult to obtain exact texts 
of what the popes have said 
and what the Magisterium 
actually teaches. W e have 
become almost inebr iated 
w i t h the exci tement of free 
debate among ourselves; we 
are overconcerned w i t h the 
a t t rac t i veness and con 
v e n i e n c e ( w o r k s h o p s , 
publ ishers ' aids, etc.) of 
re l ig ion textbooks l ike the 
Sadl ier series. And the result 
is that we have lost sight of 
ve rba t im texts of ma jor 

Vat ican documents They 
are simply omi t ted . It is far 
easier to get basic Christ ian 
teaching" than it is to obta in 
the actual teaching of the 
Magis ter ium of the Roman 
Cathol ic Church 

There ARE sources of 
a u t h e n t i c C a t h o l i c 
teachings. I am gratefu l to 
them (most of w h o m are 
outside the Rochester area) 
for three reasons 1 — they 
have given me the op
p o r t u n i t y to study the 
und i lu ted Vat ican teachings 
on specif ic topics, 2— they 
have prov ided the resources 
w i t h w h i c h w e m a y 
knowledgeably supplement 
our ch i l d ren ' s re l ig ious 
educat ion , and 3— they 
prov ide the premises on 
wh ich I may bu i ld an ob
ject ive eva luat ion and a 
sincere a p p r e c i a t i o n of 
d issent ing views I am 
deeply gratefu l 

One of the topics I have 
pursued is s ter i l izat ion And 
I pursued it because of a 
distraught letter received, 
some 14 months ago after 
my b r i e f m e n t i o n of 
s ter i l izat ion in this co lumn. 
The c o m p l e t e V a t i c a n 
pos i t ion appeared f irst in 
L 'Osse rva to re R o m a n o . 
English ed i t ion , then in the 
Buf fa lo diocesan newspaper 
and most recent ly in the 
L inac re Q u a r t e r l y ( the 
o f f i c i a l j ou rna l of the 
N a t i o n a l Fede ra t i on o f 
Cathol ic Physicians Guilds). 
It is a very short statement, 
and I shall share it in its 
histor ical ent i rety. 

The dissenters' d o indeed 
have the r ight to dissent. But 
the Va t i can has the right to 
be h e a r d . N e x t w e e k : 
Ster i l izat ion, the Va t i can 
view. 

The book, wr i t ten by 
Ethel Marbach is soon to be 
pub l i shed ; in paperback by 
the St. Anthony Messenger 
Press. 

Short ly after graduat ing 
f r o m Wel l s Co l lege in 
Aurora, V ic tor ia spent some 
t ime at her fami ly 's fa rm in 
Harborside, Me. , where she 
met Mrs. i Marbach. There 
the writer, and the artist 
d iscovered they shared a 
mutua l lo.ve of " the old-
fashioned chi ldren's books, " 
the Ulustrated fairy-tales 
" w i t h t;he e m b o s s e d 
covers," and the pale sepia 
i l lustrat ions that encapsule 
the mora l of the tale to ld . 

When Mrs. Ma rbach was 
con t rac ted to wr i te Once-
Upon-a-Time Saints, Vic
tor ia agreed to i l lustrate the 
work. 

But it lis those f ierce, 
black horses that draw 
V ic tor ia to her work room 
these days, and which 
surround her at the home of 
her parents^ in Br ighton 

She is especial ly happy 
that Pyramid G a l l e r i e s -
Rochester i has agreed to 
display them. 

Liturgy 
Weekend 
Aug. 19-20 

"Parish Prayer" w i l l be 
the theme ; of the diocesan 
L i t u rgy I n s t i t u t e 1977 
scheduled this weekend 
Aug. 19-20,:atKeuka College 
in Keuka Park 

The weekend sessions wi l l 
begin w i t h a keynote ad
dress by Father Charles W 
Cusmer of Newark, N J 
Father Cusmer is professor 
of Sacred Theology and 
L i t u rgy at I m m a c u l a t e 
Concep t ion Seminary in 
Mahwah, N.J , chairman of 
the Newark Commission on 
D i v i n e W o r s h i p , a n d 
president of the Nor th 
A m e r i c a n i A c a d e m y of--' 
Liturgy ; 

Father Gusmer also wi l l 
conduct a .general session 
Saturday miorning on "The 
Eucharist ic • Prayer of the 
Commun i t y . " 

Workshops are scheduled 
the rest of Saturday. Joining 
diocesan l i turgical off ic ials 
i n c o n d u c t i n g t h e 
workshops w i l l be Father 
Richard S. Vosko, l i turgy 
d i rector in Albany, and 
Father Pa t r i ck Byrne, 
assistant d i rector of the 
Canad ian Catho l i c Con
ference, and jeditor of the 
Nat iona l (Canadian) Bul let in 
on Liturgy. '•, 

Parish Ufe -
Pulls It Together 

By JOHN DASH 

Fair burst ing w i th en
thusiasm, two d iocesan 
pastoral assistants stopped 
by the Cou r i e r - Jou rna l 
off ices last week, armed 
w i th a program they hope 
wi l l help revital ize parish 
l i fe in the area 

The two, Sister Elizabeth 
M u l c a h y and A n n e t t e 
Truby, recently returned 
f rom New Orleans, where 
they and three other local 
pastoral ministers took an 
intensive course in parish 
planning 

Their journey south was 
sponsored by the of f ice of 
Urban Minist ry 

The exper ience was 
"hope-building, a life-giving 
p r o c e s s . ' ' s a i d S i s te r 
Elizabeth who works out of 
St. Francis Xavier Church on 
Bay St 

For Ms. Truby, pastoral 
assistant at Ss. Peter and 
Paul, " H a d I- not gone, a big 
piece of my l i fe wou ld have 
been missing." 

In sum, the course 
presented the view that a 
parish is either a l iving or a 
dying inst i tut ion Ms Truby 
explained that the level of 
doubt , be it centered on the 
value of Church disciplines, 
or on the wor th of doctrines, 
or on one's own place in the 
parish's l ife, is indicat ive of 
the dying stage of the 
parish 

To counteract this, to 
bring the parish back into a 
state of l iving, " d r e a m i n g " 

is used, she said 

Dreaming, according to 
Sister Elizabeth, is the too l 
one uses to ascertain the 
positive values of the parish 
"Before, a lot of times, the 
parish is only looking at its 
problems. Wi th dreaming, 
now you've got the tools to 
be pos i t i ve about the 
parish " 

In this process, the 
women were taught to use 
what they call "The Cr id " 
The Gr id is a v isua l 
representation of the dying 
and resurrecting aspects of 
parish life, a curve fal l ing 
and rising again to an axis 
By using the Grid one 
determines the present state 
of the parish's health and 
the work required to in
crease that health 

Of the course, given by 
the pastoral team of St 
Joseph the Worker Parish in 
Marrero, La , both women 
noted its pract ica l ap
pl icat ion in parish l i fe 

They remarked on the 
integration of the pastoral 
team. "You're bound to be 
happy working in that group 
wi th that a t t i tude, " Sister 
Elizabeth noted 

She pointed to the parish 
bul let in as an example of 
two outstanding aspects of 
the parish's l ife, first, the 
care w i th which even the 
smallest details of parochial 

PAPER FUEL' 

Another paper drive for 
t h e b e n e f i t o f H o l y 
Redeemer Chu rch w i l l 
culminate Saturday mor
ning, Aug. 27, w i th loading 
f rom 9 unt i l noon in the 
parking lot, 634 Hudson. 
Papers and magazines may 
be left at the rectory any 
time, meanwhile, or p ickup 
can be arranged by cal l ing 
544 -2442 The p a p e r 
col lect ion is part of the 
Angel Choir's Winter Fuel 
Fund endeavor 

l i fe are t reated, and second, 
t h e a t m o s p h e r e o f 
celebrat ion wh ich surrounds 
the church. 

Ms. Truby further "noted 
the i n t e g r a t i o n o f a l l 
members of the parish in to 
parish life - and, what both 
women noted — the ex
traordinary hospi ta l i ty w i t h 
which they were t reated. 

Out-of- towners tak ing the 
course stayed in the homes 
of p a r i s h i o n e r s , a n d 
"everyone real ly went ou t of 
their way , " to extend a 
w e l c o m e to the par
t icipants. 

T h e processes, coin • 
c identa l ly , that the women -^ 
were taught are actually '' 
a l ready in use in the • 
d iocese. It seems that Father ^ 
M a r t i n Comes, SSCC, who 
fo r a t ime, was stationed at • 
Ss. Peter and Paul, brought 
the process to the parish • 
counc i l there, where, ac
cord ing to Ms. Truby, it has 
been wo rk ing wel l indeed. 

The tools used in the 
course were devised by 
M a n a g e m e n t Design In
co rpora ted (MDI) of Cin
c innat i , O., a f i rm whose 
c l iente le consists of non
p ro f i t corporat ions. 

ALL IN THE 
FAMILY 

Sarah Child J 
The cu r ren t rage in 

l iterary circles, in case you 
haven't not iced, is books on 
l ife after death or as they 
are more popular ly known 
l i fe after l i fe 

Accounts f rom people 
who have been seriously i l l , 
in some cases pronounced 
dead and then revive, al l 
speak of similar experiences 
in another wor ld . They 
ment ion feelings of great 
peace plus experiencing a 
wonder fu l sense of love 
emanating f rom a Being of 
Light Some identify the 
Light as Jesus, others s imply 
as a Power of Coodness. 

In the presence of this 
Light all the people ment ion 
being asked ope par t icu lar 
question 

The Query: What have 
you done w i th your Life? 

Many persons report that 
they have t rouble th ink ing 
of any th ing p a r t i c u l a r l y 
wor thwhi le They sometimes 
have to scrape the b o t t o m 
of their memory barrel to 
come up w i th an answer. 

Sometimes the answers 
are ludicrous as one sur
v ivor po in ted ou t . He 
recounted tel l ing the Light 
that he had been an Ex
plorer Scout, to wh ich the 
Light, he said, responded in 
kind, exhibi t ing a keen sense 
of humor 

Most of us wou ld l ike to 
be l ieve these accoun ts , 
reinforcing as they do what 
we have been taught since 
early ch i ldhood Even for 
those who have no fa i th or 

bel ief in a hereafter, there is 
one aspect of the ex
per ience that must give 
them pause for thought 

It is the quest ion we all 
ask ourselves eventually. 
The u l t ima te exam What 
Have You Done Wi th Your 
Life? 

A f te r intense scrutiny 
some of us may wel l wish we 
had someth ing as good as 
the Explorer Scout answer 
to prof fer . 

O n e h o u s e w i f e and 
mother of three of whom I 
have in t imate knowledge 
T O O K THE TEST The 
answers were nothing to 
wr i te home about, so to 
speak, par t icu lar ly when 
one tries to evaluate one's 
con t r i bu t i on on a daily 
basis. 

Dear Light of Light 

Heaven knows I have 
t r ied a l though trying isn't 
the same as being or doing 
as you we l l know 

Is there a cumulative 
e f fec t for l i t t le efforts? 
Yesterday I gave the dog an 
extra scratch or two under 
the chin because she looked 
lonely, served spaghetti for 
the th i rd t ime in one week at 
my c h i l d r e n ' s request 
w i t hou t compla in ing and 
ref ra ined f rom commenting 
abou t the post-vacation 
g rowth on my husband's 
upper l ip . Dear Heavenly 
Light how do you feel about 
grading on the curve ' 
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