
COURIER-JOURNAL Wednesday, August 17,1977 Page 3 

By Bishop Joseph L Hogan 

This issue of the COURIER-JOURNAL contains a 
special sect ion on Cathol ic School Educat ion. It is my 
happy privi lege to devote my co lumn this week to the 

theme of parochial school 
educat ion. The l i terature and 
the various other facets of the 
mass media of today's wor ld 
constant ly urge us to respect 
and preserve our natural and 
developed resources. We are al l 
wel l aware of the examples that 
have been given about the 
possible effects on the fu ture of 
careless use and waste of our 
valuable gifts. I wou ld l ike to 
point out that one of the 
resources bui l t for us here in 

Amer ica through heroic leadership and sacrif ice is 
CATHOLIC SCHOOL EDUCATION. We look to the 
charism and dedicat ion of people l ike our recently 
canonized Saints, El izabeth Anne Seton and John 
Neumann,who pioneered for Cathol ic Educat ion. We 
look to people l ike Bishop Bernard J. M c Q u a i d and 
our own ancestors and fami ly members who gave 
witness to the Faith by their foresight and generous 
sacrif ice in establishing in the Diocese of Rochester a 
God-centered system of education for our area. The 

Looking Ahead to September 
legacy of their witness and courage is our inheritance 
today. 

The Vat ican Congregation for Educat ion recently 
released a statement on Cathol ic Schools strongly 
endorsing the cont r ibu t ion made by this ministry 
throughout the wor ld today. Unfor tunate ly , our 
plural ist ic society is constant ly p romot ing values 
based upon mater ial ism and pragmatism. Cathol ic 
Educat ion is a pr iv i leged means of p romot ing the 
fo rmat ion of the whole person capable of making 
decisions and forming opinions. This process and 
responsibi l i ty must be deeply rooted in the teachings 
of Jesus Christ and ref lect ive of the example He gave 
us through his l i fe. This mission is the true purpose for 
wh ich Cathol ic Schools must exist. This mission is the 
true ident i ty to wh ich they must witness. 

The role of the Cathol ic Schools in society and in 
the Church today is a d i f f i cu l t and demanding one 
Our schools exist to promote and extend the service 
of the Church to the commun i ty w i th in their 
f ramework and even beyond, to the tota l commun i t y 
of wh ich they are members. The abi l i ty to direct and 
lead others toward fu l l maturat ion in a l i fe of fa i th , 
knowledge and cu l tura l appreciat ion must be 
characteristic of the men and women dedicated to 

Cajtholic Educat ion 

As educat ional inst i tut ions, the Cathol ic Schools 
are responsible for of fer ing qual i ty programs 
ref lect ive of sound pedagogy and psychology. Whi le 
this academic endeavor is essential, it is secondary to 
the teaching of religious truths grounded in l i fe-giving 
experiences. To accompl ish this goal, school per
sonnel must reach out to the center of Christian l i fe, 
namely the fami ly . The partnership of school and 
home is fundamenta l to the effectiveness of 
developing the whole person for responsible, in
tegrated, mature adul t l i fe in the commun i t y of 
Church and society. 

Today, more than ever, Cathol ic Schools must 
guard against becoming inst i tut ions serving the 
economica l ly and educat ional ly el i te. Our schools 
must be sensitive to the mission of promot ing a just 
society. They must see themselves as a contr ibut ing 
agient of society. The cont r ibut ion made through 
Cathol ic Education should not be measured w i th a 
price tag, but by the l iv ing witness given by those who 
have experienced this unique form of growing in fa i th 
I of fer a prayer of support and encouragement to all 
the students, parents and dedicated f a t u i t y members 
who are preparing for the school year 1977-78 

Charismatics Gain New Visibility 
By RELIGIOUS NEWS SERVICE 

Has the Charismatic Renewal, wh ich hit a new 
plateau of v is ib i l i ty w i th the unprecedented in-
terrel igious conference at Kansas City, Mo. , in July, 
really come of age in the Christian churches? 

For many Christians the charismatic phenomenon 
has proved a source of spiritual revitalization, 
repewed their commi tments to a personal relat ionship 
w i t h Jesus Christ, and brought them to a greater 
awareness of the need for commun i ty through the 
church. 

As. an edi tor ia l in a recent ed i t ion of the Nat ional 
Cathol ic Register put it: "The Charismatic Renewal 
may not be for everyone." But, the Hunt ington, Ind., 
paper added, " f o r those who have found in it a revival 
of their fa i th, it serves a purpose not only in their own 
lives but in the l i fe of the Church . " 

Whi le experiencing tremendous numerical growth 
and increasing inf luence in the mainl ine Christian 
churches over the past several years, the Charismatic 
Renewal has nevertheless come under f ire for being 
"e l i t i s t , " "gnost ic , , r and " t o o emot iona l ly o r ien ted , " 
and some crit ics have c la imed it is at best divisive and 
at worst heret ical. 

The movement , wh ich seeks renewal in the chur
ches through the gifts of the Holy Spirit manifested in 
"charismatic" Christians, has also been criticized in 
some circles for its lack of a t tent ion to the social 
just ice mandates of the Cospel , and for its "sexist" 
policies that reputedly deny leadership roles to 
women. 

Yet, in the Roman Cathol ic, Episcopal and Lutheran 
churches, for example, the Charismatic Renewal has 
won growing favor. 

Most Cathol ic and Episcopal dioceses have 
established off ices for the movement, and more 
clergy of al l denominat ions are jo in ing charismatic 
gatherings. Last Pentecost Sunday, May 28, Cathol ic 
Cardinals Terence Cooke of New York and Humber to 
Medeiros of Boston celebrated Masses for a com
bined tota l of more than 400 prayer communi t ies in 
their respective archdioceses. Cardinal Leo Suenens 
of Belgium is seen as the unof f ic ia l l iaison between 
the Charismatic Renewal and Pope Paul V I , who has 
himself spoken sympathet ical ly of it. 

Thousands of prayer communi t ies and scores of 
" covenan ted " households have sprung up across the 
Uni ted States and in many other countries. 

In July, a nat ional Christian newspaper publ ished in 
Plainf ie ld N.J., marked the 10th anniversary of the 
movement in Cathol ic Church by character iz ing the 
burgeoning renewal as "par t of the breath pf fresh a i r " 
ca l led for by the late Pope John XXIII when he opened 
the Second Vat ican Counci l . 

The Nat ional Courier, publ ished by Logos In
ternat ional , went on to add that par t ic ipat ion by 
Cathol ics in the major in terdenominat ional con
ference on the Charismatic Renewal in Kansas City 
was we lcomed by Protestants and classical Pen-
tecostals. ' • 

A t that conference, wh ich was acknowledged by 

President Carter as a source of prayer support for his 
efforts toward achieving peace and human rights in 
the wor ld , the movement in the U.S. Churches was 
viewed as a "power fu l vo i ce " in Amer ican l i fe, one 
that has led to a " new level of Christian un i t y " in this 
country. 

The conference brought together Cathol ics, 
Lutherans, Baptists, Episcopalians, Mennonites, 
Presbyterians, Methodists and Messianic Jews. 

Charismatic leaders, inc luding Vinson Synan, 
general secretary of the Pentecostal Hotipe^s Ch^rcl) , 
and Kevin Ranaghan, who heads the National- SeYvice 
Commit tee of the Cathol ic Charismatic Renewal, 
deny that the movement has " p e a k e d " and wilT begin 
to lose inf luence in the coming years. 

They c la im it is sti l l growing and has become a 
signif icant factor in the Amer ican Christian scene and 
is not going to fade away. Charismatics w i l l cont inue 
to serve as a " l e a v e n " in their denominat ions, work ing 
for both renewal and unity, Ranaghan added. 

One sign of growth was evidenced in Kansas City 
when two new " fe l lowsh ips" of charismatic Christians, 
were formed. One included members of the United 
Church of Christ, wh ich w i l l meet in October to ex
plore future direct ions. The other was a coal i t ion of 
the Wesleyan-Armenian t radi t ion, inc luding the 
Church of the Nazarene. the Weslevan Church. Free 
Methodists, the Church of God (Anderson, Ind ) and 
the Christian and Missionary Al l iance 

The Rev. Larry Christenson, chairman ot the 
Lutheran Charismatic Renewal Services, said he 
expected another interrel igious charismatic con
ference to take place w i th in three to f ive years He 
to ld one; general session of the conference that 
Catholics and Protestants are all part of the "spec lal 
army of Cod " and that the Charismatic Renewal is a 
"ne twork of outposts strategic al ly placed throughout 
the land . that the Lord can count on in the day of 
ba t t le . " 

Dur ing the past year alone, the growth and in
f luence of the Charismatic Renewal has been 
evidenced in a variety of ways, not only in the U.S. but 
throughout the wor ld . 

Demos Shakarian, founder and leader of the hull 
Cospel Businessmen's Fellowship, said his Pen-
tecostal ist-oriented organizat ion has grown to more 
than 1,400 local chapters at t ract ing upwards of 
500,000 persons to weekly and month ly meetings in 43 
countr ies. Founded in 1952 by the former Cal i fornia 
dairy farmer known wide ly as "Mr . Char ismat ic ' , " the 
fe l lowship al lows no clergy on its boards and com
mittees and does not a t tempt to become a church 
itself. It supports al l churches. 

Last October, in London thousands of Christians 
f rom al l parts of the wor ld took part in the 11th 
Pentecostal Wor l d Conference, at wh ich a spec ial 
we lcome was extended to "a l l our evangelic al friends 
and al l associated w i th charismatic and renewal 
groups." 

Earlier this year, 5,000 charismatics of various 
denominat ions made o f the largest indoor gathering 
ever held in Australia^ as they jammed Sydney's 
Hordern Pavi l ion. Among those taking part were a 

Cathol ic cardinal and three Cathol ic bishops, an 
Angl ican bishop, a Presbyterian moderator, and a Full 
Gospel Pentecostal minister. Said Cardinal James 
Freeman of Sydney: "This renewal in prayer is 
spreading right around the wor ld . . . " 

: Growth of the movement is evidenced in gatherings 
ajnd prayer communi t ies springing up throughout 
fcjurope, Africa and the Americas 

I Dr. Peter Berger, a wel l -known sociologist f rom 
Rutgers University, New Brunswick, N.J.. perhaps 

r . s u m m e d up the si tuat ion when he observed that not 
•""-ojnry'-is the charismatic-Tno'verrient but 'of, cont inu i ty 

With American history but, " I can't think of something 
cj-uite l ike today's charismatics in earlier per iods" 

Vatican Decree Deals 
With Vasectomies 
j Vatican City (RNS) -

According to a Vatican 
decree, the fact that a man 
Has had a vasectomy does 
Hot necessarily preclude a 
Valid Catholic marriage 

i The decree, published by 
the Sacred Congregation for 
the [Joe trine of the f-aith. 
said the simple tact of 
vjasectomv is not to be 
eiquated with impotence, 
which prohibits a valid 
rharriage 

i The short (200 words) 
decree, dated May 13, says 
"The Sacred Congregation 
fpr the Doctrine of the faith 
Holds that those who have 
undergone vasectomy, and 
cithers in similar conditions, 
insofar as their impotence is 
riot certainly determined, 
should not be prohibited 
from marrying " 

| Vatican observers noted 
tfjat the ruling, published 
Ajjg. 5 in the Acta 
Apostohcae Sedis, the of
ficial Vatican journal, has a 
limited application It is not 
a jcomprehensive statement 
orii procreation, marriage, or 
bijrth control It leaves 
unchanged the Church's 
condemnation ot the use of 
vasectomies as a means of 
b(rth control 

[The statement said the 
congregation ruled on two 
questions It agreed that 
" the impotence which 
prohibits marriage consists 
ini the prior and permanent 
inability — either absolute 
oi relative — of ac

complishing coniugal in
tercourse " 

On a second question, the 
congregation ruled that "the 
ejaculat ion of semen 
produced in the testicles" is 
n o t " n e c e s s a r i l y r e q u i r e d 

for coniugal intercourse" 
V a s e c t o m y i n v o l v e s 
severing the tubes that 
transporrt sperm from the 
testicles to the e|ac ulatory 
ducts 

Until now. the Roman 
Rota, the Church's highest 
marriage court, has cited 
vasectomy at the time of 
marriage as grounds for 
annulment The current 
decree indicates that a 
vasectomy in itselt is no 
longer sufficient cause to 
rule^i marriage invalid 

The decree does not 
change the Catho l i c 
teaching that men who are 
"antecedently and per

manently" impotent, or 
incapable of conjugal in
tercourse, may not be 
validly married 

One Roman theologian 
said that the decree might 
apply to a person who had 
been forcibly sterilized or it 
might be a man who has had 
children before he has a 
vasectomy If his wife dies 
and he then wants to 
remarry with the intention 
of having a' family, it 
possible, he might benefit 
from the decree 

The decree did not speak 
to the issue of women who 
have been sterilized 


