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^Editorial • 

Well Done, Brother! 
T h o s e i n t e r e s t e d in o p e n i n g t h e A m e r i c a n 

C a t h o l i c C h u r c h t o r e c e i v e t h e g i f t s o f o u r b l a c k 
b r o t h e r s a n d sisters w i l l be s o m e w h a t d i s m a y e d 
at t h e r ecen t r e s i g n a t i o n o f B r o t h e r Joseph M . 
D a v i s as, e x e c u t i v e d i r e c t o r ,of t h e N a t i o n a l 
O f f i c e o f B l a c k C a t h o l i c s (NOBjC). j 

B r o t h e r D a v i s has m a n a g e d in j us t seven years 
o f t h e N O B C t o a w a k e n ( f a t h o l i c s t o ' {the 
p r e v i o u s s n u b b i n g o f b l a c k s in th is c o u n t r y . Tjhis 
a m o u n t e d n o t o n l y t o i n j u s t i c e , r ac i a l mairply, 
aga ins t a w h o l e g r o u p o f A m e r i c a n s b u t e ^ e n 
w o r s e d e p r i v e d t h e C h u r c h o f n e e d e d sp i r i t , 
n u m b e r s . a n d , yes, l e a d e r s h i p , i i 

; i 

T h e N O B C u n d e r B r o t h e l D a v i s has ac

c o m p l i s h e d m a n y t h i n g s , b o t h j t h o s e c a p a b l e ! o f 

r e c o r d i n g a n d t h o s e t h a t a re s u b t l e or i n t a n g i b l e . 

W e h o p e t o p o i n t o u t o h e area o f ac

c o m p l i s h m e n t t h a t m a y s u f f i c e t o s h o w t h e 

p rogress t h e C h u r c h has m a d e t h r o u g h N O B C . 

In T970 ; th 'e A m e r i c a n h i e r a r c h y w a s 1 0 0 per 
c e n t w h j t e , w i t h t h e ; e x c e p t i o h o f - o n e a u x i l i a r y 
b i s h o p , H a r o l d Per ry o f NeW O r l e a n s . A f t e r 
seven years -o f N O B C u n d e r Br iother D a v i s , t h e r e 
a re n o w f o u r b l a c k b i s h o p s in i the U n i t e d Sta tes , 
i n c l u d i n g a n e w l y - i n s t a l l e d . o r d i n a r y . B i s h o p 
Joseph L. H o w z e o f B i l o x i , M i s i . 

I n r e c e n t yea rs t h e r e h a v e ! b e e n m a n y m o r e 
i ns tances o f an a w a k e n i n g o f W h i t e C a t h o l i c s t o 
t h e f o l l y o f t he i r p r e v i o u s a t t i t u d e s . W e d o n o t 
p r e t e n d t h a t t h e b ias has b e e n e l i m i n a t e d o r 
e v e n t h a t w e h a v e c o m e a l o n g w a y d o w n t h e 
r o a d t o r a t i o n a l i t y . B u t w e s e e m t o h a v e t a k e n 
s o m e i n i t i a l m o v e s in t h a t d i r e c t i o n . 

B r o t h e r D a v i s dese rves a t l eas t s o m e o f t h e 
c r e d i t f o r t h a t . W e w i s h h i m wjel l i n his n e w p o s t 
as p r o v i n c i a l ass is tan t f o r e d u c a t i o n f o r his 
c o m m u n i t y , t h e S o c i e t y o f M a r y ( M a r i a n i s t s ) in 
C i n c i n n a t i . \ 

Another $tep 
T h o s e ; w h o b e l i e v e t h a t C h r i s t i a n u n i t y is a 

necess i t y w i l l b e fiearterieeT* by t h e w o r d s o f t h e 
H o l y F a t h e r a t a r e c e n t m e e t i n g o f t h e C o n 
f e r e n c e ;of Sec re ta r i es o f W o r l d C o n f e s s i o n a l 
F a m i l i e s in R o m e r e c e n t l y . 

P o p e P a u l V I t o l d t h e c o n f e r e n c e , a g r p u p o f 
A n g l i c a n , P r o t e s t a n t , O r t h o d o x , O l d C a t h o l i c , 
S e v e n t h - D a y A d v e n t i s t , a n d l R o m a n C a t h o l i c 
o f f i c i a l s , t h a t he h o p e s f o r u n c e a s i n g p u r s u i t o f 
t h e g o a l o f " f u l l u n i t y in Ch r i s t a n d in t h e 
C h u r c h . " 

Chu 

m e 

H e sa id t h e C a t h o l i c 
c o m m i t t e d by t h e S e c o n d V 
" a n e c u m e n i s m b a s e d o n i 
C h r i s t t h e L o r d . " H e , h o w e v e r 
" a f a l se , c o n c i l i a t o r y a p p r o a c 
t h e d i f f e r e n c e s b e t w e e n 
ser ious . 

Ch r i 

" L e t us t h e n , d e s p i t e a l l 
g o a l o f f u l l u n i t y , " t h e 
c o n f e r e n c e . 

r c h is s o l e m n l y 
a t i c a n C o u n c i l t o 
reased f i d e l i t y t o 

c a u t i o n e d a g a i n s t 
h , " i m p l y i n g t h a t 

s t i an b o d i e s a re 

o b s t a c l e s , p u r s u e t h e 
H o l y Fa the r t o l d t h e 

T h e m e e t i n g w a s s i g n i f i c a n t f o r o t h e r reasons. 
I t m a r k e d t h e f i r s t t i m e t h e c o n f e r e n c e , w h i c h 
w a s o r g a n i z e d in 1 9 5 7 , m e t in R o m e . A n d its 
sec re ta r y , Dr . Be r t B e a c h , a!, S e v e n t h - D a y A d 
v e n t i s t , n o t e d t h a t t h e genera l ! a u d i e n c e w i t h t h e 
P o p e was t h e f i r s t t i m e t h a t a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f 
his r e l i g i o n h a d ever m e t o f f i c i a l l y w i t h a R o m a n 
p o n t i f f . H e a d d e d t h a t i t w a s a " p l e a s u r e . " 

T h e e c u m e n i c a l r o a d has b e e n a l o n g o n e a n d 
m a n y m i l e s l ie a h e a d . B u t t h e j o u r n e y has 
b e g u n . 

Death Veto 
Q u o t e o f t h e s u m m e r : : 

" T h e d e a t h p e n a l t y is n o p r o v e n d e t e r r e n t t o 
c r i m e a n d never has b e e n in a n o p e n s o c i e t y . I t 
leaves no r o o m f o r h u m a n f j a l l i b i l i t y ; i t l o w e r s 
a l l o f us w h o a b i d e b y t h e l a w and the J u d e o -
C h n s t i a n t r a d i t i o n o f p r e s e r v i n g a n d p e r f e c t i n g 
h u m a n l i f e a n d d i g n i t y . " 

A l l of, us w h o b e l i e v e in tine s a n c t i t y o f l i f e 
s h o u l d a p p r e c i a t e t h e s e n t i m e n t exp ressed by 
G o v . H u g h Carev: in v e t o i n g t h e b r o a d d e a t h 
p e n a l t y b i l l passed by t h e S ta te L e g i s l a t u r e . 

Opinion 
Frdnch Prelate 
Isn't That Bad 
Editor: \ 

Reference is made to the 
many : ar t ic les pub l i shed 
bo th in your paper and in 
the Roches te r papers 
r e g a r d i n g A r c h b i s h o p 
Marcel^ LeFebvre. It seems 
to me that the Vat ican has a 
ter r ib ly Public Relations 
Dept.-f- if, in fact , they have 
such asthing. The more they 
rail against this man, the 
more pi a martyr they're 
mak ing ou t of h im. And just 
wha t is he do ing that is so 
ter r ib le— excommun ica t ion 
seems l ike such a drastic 
measure to be considered 
for hirn. Just because he 
won ' t submi t to the changes 
pu t o u t by the Vat ican 
Counci ls doesn' t make him 
such afdastardly character 

U t$e Va t i can is look ing 
to excommunica te anybody, 
why don ' t they start w i t h the 
hierarchy of the Du tch and 
Belgian churches. They're 
do ing ;and have done things 
which jare unbel ievable. And 
how :can they condemn 
Bishop LeFebvre on one 
hand a n d greet w i t h open 
arms t-he man f r o m Hungary 
w h o ^persecuted Cardinal 

, Mindzjenty? I'm confused. 

I th ink Bishop LeFebvre 
has a lot of 'guts ' to do wha t 
he is do ing. If there are such 
large numbers of Cathol ics 
w h o suppor t h im, then it 
w o u l d seem t o me tha t they 
s h o u l d be a l l o w e d t o 
worship accord ing to the 
Lat in j Rite. There are so 
many i fac t ions and divisions 
in the church now, why not 
ope;n)ore._lf the Ukrainians 

;can- Ijiatye'the'ir 'rites and the 
'Meflcifesrhave their own r i t e , ' 
'e"EbvH*ttu, infix .nd t a L a t i n ; 
• R r t e . ? * : ' > r " > ' * " 

A n d this business of the 
Lat in Mass being " fo r 
b i d d e n " is something else. 
Af ter so many centuries of 
using it, a l l of a sudden it's 
someth ing akin to heresy to 
say one or go to one. Wha t 
gives? Now I read they are 
having a "Gregor ian Chant 
Mass" in Old ' 'St . Mary 's — 
accord ing to the new Lat in 
Rite. What , may I ask, is the 
"new Latin Rite?" 

Can anyone make any 
senseito a l l o f this? 

Vincent L. Ross 
29 John Jay Drive 

Rochester, N.Y. 14617 

'Get Involved9 

Catholics Urged 
Editor: 

T h ^ W o r l d A lmanac says 
there jare abou t 120 mi l l i on 
Christians in the Uni ted 
States, of w h o m about 50 
m i l l i on are Cathol ics. 

Can you imagine the 
power of a po l i t i ca l lobby-
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tor-good if, for instance, one 
in 20 showed an act ive 
interest in the affairs of our 
country? Suppose on a 
serious issue one in 100 
wou ld wr i te his or her 
members of Congress Can 
you imagine the impact of 
1 2 mi l l ion letters arr iving at 
the House and the Senate!1 

But, sadly, Christians do 
' not seem to think they have 

an ob l igat ion to take part in 
fo rming the policies of our 
Government —Catho l ics , 
perhaps, less than others. 

Do we have some stirrings 
of conscience when we 
think of the thousands who 
died in the Vietnamese war, 
a good many of them 
civ i l ians? W e Christ ians 
cou ld have stopped that war 
before it started — buti^ye 
d idn ' t 

We hear complaints, and 
we compla in , about the 
s e c u l a r i z a t i o n of our 
Country, of its deter iorat ing 
moral stature. Whose fau l t 
is it? W h o wr i tes his 
Congressman or Senator or 
State Legislator and tells 
him what values he wants 
him to work for? How many 
Cathol ics in our Diocese 
have wr i t ten even one letter 
about the v i ta l issues that 
face us or have faced us: the 
B-1 bomber, the President's 
posi t ion on human rights, 
hunger in the wor ld , should 
we spend bi l l ions of dollars 
and unto ld sophist icated 
brain-power-hours for the 
Space A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ' s 
fantast ic program or should 
these be devoted to human 
needs, the Farm Bil l that is 
in Congress now? One cou ld 
go on and on. 

W e Christians w i t h the 
help of the Holy Spirit can 
change the face of this 
Nat ion, but we w i l l not do it 
by s i t t ing on our donkeys or 
by asking God to do it 
a lone. 

W e spend hundreds of 
hours a year wa tch ing 
televis ion yet w i l l not spend 
a few 'minutes once in a 
w h i l e ' t o ' make" our ' -nation 
once again d "na t i on under 
G o d . " 

A d o l p h e a n d Loe 
d 'Audi f f re t 

RRs Naples, N.Y. 14512 

Columnist 
Disappoints 
Editor: 

For many years I have 
looked upon Father A lber t 
Shamon as a respected 
homi l is t and spir i tual guide. 
So, i t has come as qu i te a 
surprise and d isappointment 
to me to read his co lumn in 
the Courier-Journal of July 
27. The text for the f i rst 
reading for the 17th Sunday 
in O r d i n a r y T ime was 
Genesis 18: 20-32. It gives 
the account of Abraham's 
intercession for Sodom. 

To place the passage in 
proper context, I read on to 
Chapter 19 wh ich relates the 
destruct ion of Sodom and 
Gommor rah . In the foo tno te 
to verse 20, the New 
Amer ican Bible states that 
in this account the sin of 
Sodom was homosexual i ty. 
However it fur ther states 
that according to Isaiah it 
was a sin of social injustice; 
to Ezekiel, disregard for the 
poor; and to Jeremiah, 
general immoral i ty . 

I t occurred to me that this 
may be the basis of current 
thought that the " s i n " was 
one of inhospital i ty. 

The two basic solutions to 
t h e p r o b l e m o f 
homosexual i ty that Father 
Shamon offers are what he 
terms a Liberal and a 
Church one. Both of the 
descript ions appear to be 
shot through w i t h cliches, 
half truths and downr ight 
bad argumentat ion. 

A l though there is not 
space or t ime for d ia log 
here. I wou ld l ike to plead 
for that "heal th ier and more 
lust a p p r o a c h t o the 
h o m o s e x u a l q u e s t i o n " 
suggested in the page 2 
Courier-Journal art ic le of 
the same date. Also. I ask 

Page 4 
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STOP WORKING SO HARP/ RETIRE. 
ENJOY YOURSELF/" 

unbiased Cathol ics to be on 
the alert for more op
portuni t ies to learn about 
" t h e f a c t s " a b o u t 
homosexual i ty. 

For now, may I suggest 
that perhaps homosexual i ty 
is not curable, because it is 
not a "disease; tha t the 
homosexual is not merely 
" redeemab le " as a chi ld of 
God, but already redeemed 
by the b lood of Christ as are 
all members of the human 
r a c e , a n d t h a t t h e 
homosexual who must make 
h i m s e l f " f i t i n t o " 
heterosexual society might 
end up as a to ta l misf i t . 

It is comfo r t i ng to hear 
that " the Church looks 
b e y o n d sinners aga ins t 
sexuality t o their hearts." I 
assume this appl ies t o 
h e t e r o s e x u a l s a n d 
homosexuals al ike. • • 

Finally, pastoral coun
s e l l i n g a n d p r o b a b J y 
statist ical evidence w i l l bear 
ou t the fac t that many, 
many men and women have 
tr ied to negotiate " the i r way 
into normal sexuality by a 
combinat ion of resolut ion, 
psychological help — and a 
social sanc t ion ! " only to 
f i n d - t h e m s e l v e s i n 
des t ruc t i ve re la t ionsh ips , 
i m p o s s i b l e m a r r i a g e s , " 
and/or pa in fu l neurot ic or 
psychotic states. 

Sister Mary Claude 
50 Ontario St. 

Rochester, N.Y. 14605 

Parish Council 
Training 
Editor: 

I'd l ike to share some 
in format ion about a pro ject 
that's beginning soon in the 
Southwest, Yates-Ontario-
W a y n e and C h e m u n g -
Schuyler regions of our 
diocese. Dur ing the com ing 
year, groups of people 
interested in encouraging 
and d e v e l o p i n g pa r i sh 
counci ls w i l l be fo rm ing in 
those regions. I w i l l be 
training these groups to 
assist the counc i l members 
in understanding the pur
pose of the parish counc i l 
and carrying it out more 
ef fect ively. 

I wou ld be gratefu l for 
any suggestions or com
ments on this pro ject wh i ch 
C o u r i e r - J o u r n a l readers 
might wish to make. Mos t 

important, however, I'm 
look ing for ded ica ted and 
experienced people —siste
rs, lay people, priests and 
deacons— who w o u l d be 
w i l l ing to jo in a regional 
group, par t ic ipate in the 
training sessions and then 
be avai lable to their o w n or 
other parishes in the i r 
region. 

If you are interested 
please wr i te to me at the 
Of f i ce of Pastoral Min is t ry , 
1 1 5 0 B u f f a l o R o a d , 
Rochester,- N.Y. 14624, or 
call (716) 328-3210 before 

Aug. 17 and l ' l l \ send you 
detai ls of an information 
meet ing to be held in 
September in each region 

I w o u l d especially en
courage people f rom these 
three regions to consider 
p r a y e r f u l l y whether the 
spir i t is ca l l ing you to such a 
ministry, come to the in
f o r m a t i o n meet ing , and 
then decide. 

Sr. Jean Rodman 
Coordinator of 

Education for Councils 
Off ice of 

Pastoral Ministry 

Mercy Sisters 
Thank Donors 
To Mission Fun 

Sister Judith Heberle, 
superior general of the 
Rochester Sisters of Mercy, 
has asked the Courier-
Journal to pub l i sh the 
following letter conveying 
her congregation's thanks to 
the "mission-minded peop
le" of the diocese. 

Dear Friends: 

It is w i t h deep gratitude 
that I acknowledge your 
generous gi f t of $20,000 for 
our missionary endeavors in 
Sant iago, Chi le. 

The Sisters of Mercy are-
gra te fu l that we are able to 
con t inue serving the poorest' 
of the poor in South 
Amer ica because the people 
in o u r d i ocese have 
responded so generously to 
the D i o c e s a n Mission 
Appea l . 

O u r m i s s i o n a r y 
aposto la te in Santiago is 
shared' w i t h al l who have 
con t r i bu ted in supporting 
our endeavors in the Third 
W o r l d . Your love and 
concern w i l l touch the lives 
of many people through the 
hands of our missionaries 

In the name of The Sisters 
of Mercy , I thank you for 
l is tening to the cry of the 
poor and those who are 
unable to help themselves. 

M a y God , our Father, 
ma tch your generosity with 

His richest blessings 

Gratefu l ly in Christ, 
Sister M .Jud i th Heberle 

Letters ^intended for 
publication must be addressed 
to Opinion, Courier-lournal, 67 
Chestnut St., Rochester, N.Y. 
14604. 

They should be no longer 
than 1 1/2 pages, typed 
double-spaced, with names 
and addresses. The paper 
reserves the right to edit all 
letters. 


