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Engaged Encounter: 
What is it? 

Engaged Encounter, a program designed to help couples 
concentrate pri each other and their married life together 
before their wedding, has grown steadily since it began in 
the Rochester area in 1975. The following article, written by 
Terry Pat t i , describes what Engaged Encounter is and how it 
has helped many couples. Mrs. Patti and her husband Jerry 
are the originators of the program in this region. 

By TERRY PATTI 

R o c h e s t e r E n g a g e d 
Encounter began in 1975. 
Now, w i t h a weekend every 
two months, 101 engaged 
coupjes have made this 
unique weekend experience. 
Engaged Encounter is a 
m a r r i a g e p r e p a r a t i o n 
program whose goal is t o ; 
help engaged couples bu i ld 
a strong re lat ionship before 
marriage as we l l as to come 
to a rea l izat ion of the 
importance of the voca t ion 
of marriage. Engaged En
counter's m o t t o , " A wed
ding is a day, a marr iage is a 
l i fe t ime," also i l lustrates an 
important po in t — that the 
love relat ionship should be 
the focus of the engaged 
couple — not the wedd ing 

trappings or arrangements. 

The t e r m e n c o u n t e r 
comes f rom the Spanish — 
encuentro — . meaning to 
discover. A l though the term 
may have negat ive con
notations to some persons, 
the Engaged Encoun te r 
weekend is NOT a sen
sitivity session, or group 
dynamics, and DOES NOT 
involve group discussion. 
The w e e k e n d is a 
meditat ive, deeply personal 
exper ience o f f e r i n g the 
couple an oppo r tun i t y for 
p r i va te r e f l e c t i o n and 
dialogue w i t h each other 
The weekend is not l ike a 
retreat, except for the qu ie t 
retreat-house sett ing, but is 
an experience comp le te ly 
d i f f e r e n t a n d u n l i k e 
anything else. 

Engaged Encounter may 
be subst i tuted for the Pre-
Cana sessions required by 
the diocese, and a standard 
Pre-Cana cer t i f i ca te is given 
on the weekends Many 
older couples are choosing 
the Engaged Encounter as 
an a l ternat ive to the Pre-
Cana, because of the pr ivate 
dia logue wh i ch they see as a 
chance to discuss what is 
personally relevant to them, 
rather than spend t ime 
discussing something they 
have already covered. As 
one coup le wro te , " I t t ru ly 
was a m e a n i n g f u l ex
perience for us by a l low ing 
us to be removed f rom the 
rush of wedd ing plans and 
giving us the oppor tun i t y to 
reflect on the meaning of 
marriage . . 

The program also relies 
on the belief that what the 
engaged parties say to one 
another is m u c h more 
impor tant than what may be 
said dur ing presentat ions. 
There are f i f teen presen
tations on the Engaged 
Encounter weekend and 
each is f o l l owed by t ime for 
ind iv idual re f lec t ion (on 
impor tant quest ions handed 
out to the couples) and 
couple discussion (on the 
answers to the questions) 

A l though Engaged En
c o u n t e r is a C a t h o l i c 
weekend, many couples of 
o t h e r f a i t h s ( m o s t l y 
Christian) have a t tended the 
weekends. Each weekend 
has at least one or two non-
Cathol ic couples, and inter-
faith couples as we l l . 

One drawback to the 
Engaged Encounter is the 
cost — $60 per couple. The 
cost is pared d o w n as much 
as possible, but because of 
the cost of rooms and 
meals, the weekend cannot 
be done cheaply at present. 
Any engaged coup le who 
wishes to make the weekend 
will be accepted whether 
they can pay the fu l l 
amount or not. -

At least two marr ied 
couples and a priest con
duct the weekend. A l though 
they are responsible for the 
d i rect ion of the weekend 
their funct ion is more that 
of catalysts than experts. 
Their a im is to fac i l i ta te 
o p e n c o m m u n i c a t i o n 
b e t w e e n the engaged 
couples. 

A l though the team is 
w i l l ing to share their own 
experiences and d i f f icu l t ies, 
the point is that the engaged 
coup le must recognize their 
own problems and develop 
their own solut ions. There is 
no magic and no easy an
swers In other words, the 
success or fa i lure ot a 
couple's weekend, or their 
marriage, rests on their own 
shoulders 

T h e w e e k e n d a l s o 
challenges the couples to 
examine the fundamenta l 
quest ion — the degree of 
int imacy, the amount of 
trust and openness that is 
going to character ize their 
marr iage. Couples are asked 
to ref lect on and discuss 
how and to what degree 
C o d is to be involved in 
their marriages 

A l though the weekend is 
more intensive than other 
f o r m s o f m a r r i a g e 
preparat ion, its effect on 
the engaged coup le is 
c o r r e s p o n d i n g l y greater . 
Engaged couiples who have 
made this weekend o f ten 
e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y r ec ru i t 
fr iends, neighbors, sisters 
and brothers. 

The next weekend for the 
Rochester area is scheduled 
for September 16-18 at St 
M i c h a e l ' s D i v i n e W o r d 
Seminary Reservations can 
be made by cal l ing Mrs. 
Bobbie Diehl at (716) 254-
8582. 

Life, Liberty 
and Law 

Nancy Murphy 

A l t h o u g h the secu lar 
press and some c o n 
t e m p o r a r y t h e o l o g i a n s 
began to m i s i n t e r p r e t 
Vat ican II on the Blessed 
Mother as early as 1963, the 
Counc i l i tsel f d i d no t 
publish the Chapter on Our 
Blessed Mother unt i l Nov. 
2 1 , 1 9 6 4 . S o m e t i m e s 
dissenters get ahead of 
themselves in their haste., I 
do not know why this most 
impor tant of the Counci l 's 
d o c u m e n t s r e m a i n s 

unknown to many Cathol ics, 
why it is not taught w i t h 
emphasis in many Cathol ic 
schools and CCD classes, 
why it is unavai lable in most 
religious pamphlet racks 
and unheralded f rom most 
pulpi ts. Can it be that we are 
of so l i t t le fa i th that we are 
afraid to urge our rel igious 
leaders and teachers to 
speak and teach Cathol ic 
doctr ine in this plural ist ic 
world? 

Direct ly f rom the text: 
"The Father of Mercies 
wi l led that the Incarnat ion 
should be preceded by 
assent on the part of the 
predestined Mother , so that 
lust as a woman had a share 
in br inging about death 
(Eve) so also should a 
woman (Mary) con t r ibu te to 
Life The Fathers see Mary 
not merely as passively 
engaged by C o d , but freely 
cooperat ing in the work of 
man.'s salvat ion th rough her 
fa i th and her obedience For 
as St Irenaeus says, Mary 
being obedient became the 
cause of sa lva t ion for 
herself and for the who le 
human race. , the knot of 
Eve's d i sobed ience was 
unt ied by Mary 's obedience; 
what the virgin Eve bound 
through her unbel ief , the 
Virgin Mary loosened by her 
fa i th . ' This union of the 
mother w i th the Son in the 
work of salvat ion is made 
manifest f rom the t ime of 
Christ's concept ion unt i l his 
death 

" M a r y cooperated by her 
obedience, fa i th , hope and 
burning char i ty in the work 
of the Savior in restoring 
supernatural l i fe to the 
human soul. (Devot ion to 
her) neither takes anyth ing 
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away f rom nor adds 
anything to the dignity or 
efficacy of Christ. Through 
her faith and through her 
obedience she gave birth on 
earth to the very Son of the 
Father... in the manner of 
the new Eve who placed her 
fa i th not in the serpent bu t 
in Cod 's messenger w i t h o u t 
once waver ing in doubt. . . 

"Under the guidance of 
the Church's Magis ter ium 
(the teaching author i ty of 
t h e C h u r c h ) l e t a l 
theologians and preachers 
of the word of God carefu l ly 
refrain f rom whatever might 
by word or deed lead 
separated brethren or any 
others whomsoever in to 
error about the true doc
tr ine of the Church 

For in fo rmat ion on how to 
obta in the comple te text of 
the Vat ican II Chapter on 
Our Lady, please send a 
s t a m p e d se l f -addressed 
envelope to me: P.O. Box 
8450 Rochester, N Y . 14618. 
(Cont inued next week.) 

READING INSTITUTE 

A state-wide institute for 
reading teachers and 
supervisors will be held Aug. 
8-12 at Nazareth College, 
urtder the auspices of the 
Nejw York State Reading 
Association. Information on 

programs and h o u s i n g 
a r r a n g e m e n t s , a n d 
registration materials, may 
be ob ta ined f r om Mrs. O lga 
Vaughn, 72 Angora Drive, 
Rochester 14617. 
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W A n invitation to College Students 

0^ and High School Seniors: 

There is a Maryknoll 

missioner in Buffalo 

ready to talk to you 

about your career as 

a missioner overseas. 

From his experience in Mar>knoll 's African mis
sions. Father Reinhart is qualified to describe the 
mission career, and to help you evaluate voui pros
pects for success and happiness in it. Mai l the 
coupon to Father Reinhart. or telephone him to 
arrange a career interview in the Buffalo area. ^ 

Mail the coupon or phone to arrange a career interview. 
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T o Father Joseph Reinhart • Maryknoll Missioners ov ": 
71 Jewett Parkway, Buffalo, N.Y. 14214 • Phone (716) 834-6065 : 

Please arrange an interview for me to discuss my career as a Maryknoller. • 

NAME ' 

ADDRESS * 

CITY STATE ZIP CODE '. 

AGE PHONE CLASS '. 

SCHOOL YEAR OF GRADUATION J 


