
JlER-JOURNAL Wednesday, July 27,1977 

PDRD 
SUNDAY 
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\,ftjbert Shannon 

Quay's Readings: (R3) Lk. 
J S 5 (R1 JEccl. 1:2. 2:21-
| : (R2)Col 3:1-5,9-11. 

Last week we saw tha t 
iomosexuality is general ly 
L a t h i n g acquired and 
Jhat objectively, as a l l te-
ltyle.it is a depravity always 
lobe'condemned. 

• What solutions are being 
Iffered to this problem? 
basically t w o : one by 
Liberals, the other by the 
[hurch. 

The two solut ions d i f fer 
Radically. Liberals zero in on 
]the g e n e r a l i t y : 
homosexuality. Sexua l 
preference, they say. is of no 
nore significance than 

fbeing right-handed or left-
Ihanded. T h e y w o u l d , 
• t h e r e f o r e , l e g a l i z e 
•homosexuality as someth ing 
Inormal. 

The Liberal so lut ion, as 
always, is simplist ic: pass a 
law and the problem w i l l go 
away. To solve unsuccessful 
marriages. Liberals long ago 
legalized divorce, wh i ch is 
no solution To meet the 
great d i f f i c u l t i e s o f 
pregnant w o m e n , t hey 
legalized abor t ion, wh ich 
too is no solut ion. To meet 
possible d iscr iminat ion and 
the difficulties homosexuals 
may encounter in f i t t i ng 
into society, they w o u l d 
legalize h o m o s e x u a l i t y , 
which jsagaio.np so lu t ion . 

The serious error here is 
that homosexuality is an evi l 
no law wil l ever make right. 
Homosexuality lacks " a n 
essential and indispensable 
finality"; that is, i t has no 
lasting value or real pur­
pose. It is the misuse of the 
sexual faculty — a pathetic 
little substitute for real i ty , a 
pitiable f l ight f rom l i fe, t h e 
practice deserved no en­
c o u r a g e m e n t , ' n o 
g l a m o r i z a t i o n , n o 
rationalization, no f a k e 
state as m i n o r i t y mar­
tyrdom, no sophistry abou t 
simple differences in taste 
- and above a l l , no 
pretense that it is any th ing 
but a p e r n i c i o u s ab­
normality 

Legalization w o u l d give 
homosexuality a status of 
norma I i t y ; w o u l d 
discourage, as useless, the 
efforts of those w h o resist 
temptation; and w o u l d in 
effect do noth ing for the 
homosexual himself , bu t 
confirm him in this per­
versity. 

Even anc ient Greece, 
when homosexual i ty was 
rampant, regarded it as 
abnormal, and there it was 
never legal! One of the last 

books of Plato was the ,, 
Laws. In it he, himself a 
h o m o s e x u a l , b a n i s h e d 
h o m o s e x u a l i t y f r o m his 
i d e a l s t a te . The most 
h o m o s e x u a l s o c i e t y in 
history regarded it as the act 
of a madman to legalize 
homosexual i ty . 

The Church of fers a 
d i f f e r e n t s o l u t i o n . Her 
focus, as always, is on the 
person. For instance, she is 
more concerned w i th the 
d r u n k a r d t h a n w i t h 
d r u n k e n n e s s ; w i t h the 
add ic t than w i th drugs. So in 
t h i s m a t t e r o f 
homosexual i ty , she wou ld 
deal w i t h the homosexual, 
the person. It is signif icant 
that the t i t le and the first 
w o r d s of t he V a t i c a n 
Declarat ion on Sexual 
Ethics (12-29-76) are " the 
human person" (Humana 
Persona). It reveals that the 
thrust of the document and 
of the Church regarding sex 
is to be, not from the 
v iewpo in t of sex acts, but 
f r om that of the person. 

Thus the Church, which 
condemns homosexual i ty, 
does not condemn the 
homosexual He is a person; 
and, as such, a child of Cod, 
w o r t h y of every con­
siderat ion. But more im­
por tant , he is redeemable1 

F r e u d t h o u g h t t h e 
homosexual incurable, but 
the Church does not She is 
no defeatist Her posit ion is -
one of opt imism Can we 
have fa i th w i thout hope? As 
Jesus looked beyond the 
sinful acts of the prost i tute 
w h o washed his feet in the 
house of Simon and saw in 
her heart the capaci ty to 
love (Lk 7.36 ff), so the 
Church looks beyond the 
sinners against sexuality to 
their hearts as sti l l c a p a b l e ' 
of love, and so of redemp­
t ion. 

She advises her priests, 
. t h e r e f o r e , w h o m e e t 

. homosexuals 'deemed' to be 
incurable to treat them 
" w i t h understanding and 
sustain them in the hope of 
overcoming their personal 
d i f f i cu l t y and their inabi l i ty 
t o f i t i n t o s o c i e t y . " 
(Humana Persona, 8) 

To quo te Dr. Hatterer 
again: "Disappear ing, too is 
the idea that an indiv idual 
w h o engaged in homosexual 
pract ices cannot lead a 
normal heterosexual l i fe. He 
can— if he wants t o ! " Men 
and women by the hundreds 
o f t h o u s a n d s h a v e 
negot iated their way into 
no rma l sexua l i t y by a 
comb ina t ion of resolut ion, 
psychological help — and a 
social sanct ion! It can be 
done, as once it was done 
even in Greece, through the 
preaching of Paul (Col. 3:5). 
" I n weakness power reaches 
pe r fec t i on " (2Cor 12 9) 

FESTIVAL SET 

R e x v i l l e — S t M a r y ' s 
Church has scheduled its 
annual ch icken barbecue 
and parish fest iva l fo r 
Sunday, August 7 on the 
parish grounds. Everyone is 
inv i ted. 
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ST. MARY'S 
CHICKEN BARBECUE 

SUN. JULY31 
12 Noon - 5 P.M. 

HOLLEY, N.Y. 
ROUTES 237 & 31 

* DINNER* GAMES* 

ALL IN THE 
FAMILY 

Sarah Child 

"Know thyself ," charged 
any number of ancient 
Greek philosophers. 

And I'm trying. 

But, frankly, it isn't easy. 

Obviously I'm not the 
woman I think I am. 

There was a t ime when I 
looked down my nose at 
d iamond rings as being 
vulgar, du l l and not par­
t icular ly pretty. Then I was 
o f f e r e d o n e a n d 
m i racu lous l y my w h o l e 
a t t i tude changed 

Next was the matter of 
gray hair. I pooh-poohed the 
panic portrayed in com­
mercials as thirtyish females 
woke up one morning to 
discover the first silver 
t h r e a d a n d w e r e 
e m o t i o n a l l y w iped out . 
C r a y h e a d s w e r e 
distinguished and beaut i fu l 

My first gray hair sent me 
into a tai lspin I plan to 
cover tham up as soon as 
they begin surfacing in the 
front where I can see them 
unaided by a second mirror 

A couple of weeks ago 
vacat ion ing in an idyl l ic 
spot I learned something 
else about me. I discovered 
t h a t s i t t i n g a r o u n d a 
sparkl ing lake in Ma ine w i t h 
a beautiful beach three 
steps f rom a snug, spacious 
co t tage under t o w e r i n g 
pines is not for me. A t least 
not after the f i rst 24 hours. 

Actua l ly the locale was 
fine. It was the act iv i ty , or 
rather the inact iv i ty , that 
d id me in. 

It was f ine at f irst. W e 
explored the surrounding 
countryside. W e read. And 
we made c o n v e r s a t i o n . 
Then the c o n v e r s a t i o n 
deter iorated in to questions 
such as, "Who's for an ice 
cream cone?" and " Isn ' t 
that a home bakery ahead?" 

The kids and their father 
had no conf l ic t . The ab­
sence of rout ine was terr i f ic 
- for them. And why not? 
They'd just put in a fu l l year 
at o f f ice and school. But for 
a housewife whose quiet 
day is punctuated w i th the 
arrival of the school bus, the 
occasional phone cal l and 
the 5 o 'c lock "What ' s for 
d inner?" peaceful isolat ion 
is not the answer. 

MUSEUM FILMS 

The Classic Film Series 
o f f e r i n g t o m o r r o w at 
Rochester Museum wi l l be 
S p e l l b o u n d , a 1 9 4 5 
product ion starring Ingrid 
Bergman and Gregory Peck. 
Showings are at 2 and 8 p.m. 
Next in the Science Fict ion 
Series is Westwor ld , at 8 
p.m. Saturday, July 30 

Rochester's Largest Ford Dealer. 

81 Lake Avenue 

Kiwanis Lists 
Scholarships 

K a t h y Djes ider io and 
Michae l Curhick of Bishop 
Kearney High School and 
Luci l le Cardejlla of Eastridge 
High have been awarded 
197-7 Kiwanisjscholarships in 
honor of deceased members 
of the c lub. \ 

The scholarship winners, 
their parents! and guidance 
counselors w i l l be honored 
at an I rondequoi t Kiwanis 
dinner July 2^ at the St. Paul 
Exempt F i remen's H a l l . 
T h o m a s L l c a t a , . . c l u b 
president, wpll make the 
awards. : 

J o s e p h S i c o n o l f i is 
chai rman of the I rondequo i t 
Kiwanis C l u b ! 

St. Charles Borromeo 

DEWEY AVE. 
PHARMACY 

[Prescription Specialists 
COSMETICS-TOILETRIES 

PHOTO FINISHING 

talODnwyA 865-22101 

>——++++++*+***+—** 

Gerould's 
Pharmacies 

5 S Ma in St and ;> 
! Church & Hof fman: j 

Hmira \\ 
Delivery Service ij 

733-6696 

:: 
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CHILI [CENTER HARDWARE 
SHARPENING HEADQUARTERS 
Fir Giaraitttd Tttl and Saw Service 
We will piari a perfect cuttiaf edge on your axe, 
knife, scissors, hatchet, hedge shears or practically 
any cutting tool. See us first for fast dependable 
workmanship... 

Complete C i rcu lar and Handsaw Service 

[JULY SPECIAL . . . CHAIN SAW SHARPENING 
SO* OFF WITH THW AP 

•3k Bridal 
l\ Corner \ 

AKE 1688 CLIFFORD AVE. 
ORNER near Goodman 

We Deliver PHONE 

r ^ 

r 

31 ier serves up to 100, $29 482-1133 
4 tier serves 175 to 200, $45 
4 tier fountain cake, $80 

Decorator cakes, whipped cream & strawberry, lemon, 
pineapple, custard filling 

V* jsheet, $5.00; VJ sheet, $8.00; full sheet $15.00 
Decorator cakes, butter cream frostings. half sheet $7.00, full sheet $13 

WEDDING CANDIDS by""" " " 
BURT SHAPIRO 

PHOTOGRAPHY STUDIO 
Artistic, Romantic. Dignified 
Misty Mood wedding Photos. 

8x10 Color Photos in ) Deluxe Album 
fftrn $ff 

AliO HAND NAME WHXXNG INVITATIONS 
At 25% Off 

Cal l . . . 244-355* 
For Professional Service 

FOR AD RATE 
INFORMATION 

CALL 
BILLCOFFAS 

454-7050 

m HOME OF THE WEEK 

REDUCED! Located in highly prestigious 
ar'ea, this 3,000 sq. ft., three bedroom 
residence offers much more the discerning 
buyer. Look no more for fine ap­
pointments and craftsmanship, this 
exquisite home features two fireplaces, wet 
bar, custom appointments galore and en­
closed Florida room with flagstone floor. 
Offered at $126,500. Call Al Giordano at 
244-6000. 

Nothnagle Gallery iof Homes 
Moving? Call for full relocation services aVid information. 

ltyle.it

