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rf f i i turgy has ar t is t ic and 
l l lh i tec tu i -a l consequences. 
l(JWr celebrations of the 
l l i i lhar ist , j the sacraments 
IW other l i tu rg ica l rites 
trwuire c e r t a i n s P a . c e a n d 

l i f t i ngs that w i l l enable, in 
words of the C,on-

l i f fu t ion on the Sacred 

Ititurgy. t h e " f u " ' c o n s c i o u s 

|k&£ active par t i c ipa t ion o f 
l l l i t h e fa i t h fu l . " Tk i t the 
Kf|y'[sed l i turgical rites of the 

"grch hand us a p rob lem, 
„,.eause o u r c h u r c h 

J i f l l d i n g s , chape ls a n d 
Kbiftories are l ike a suit of 
rSSthes after we've lost 30 
pdoCinds: they are usable and 
iMipgood condi t ion, bu t i l l -
Pfifting and not in keeping 

jjitri our needs. 

r/vty purpose here is not to 
J'fncourage parish counci ls 
|"t& immediately authorize 

ted drives for !the 
r i iovation and rebu i ld ing 

I'M our churches, a l though 
nfi is will eventual ly have to 
[ t e done. Rather I wan t to 
hpffovoke a preliminary step, 

ijSmely, the s e n s i t i v e 
reflection on how pu r 
-liturgical rites and church 
buildings work an in f luence 
oneach other. 

,',Can the l i turgy, as it is 
•Jmvisioned by the Va t i can 
,6;cHi n c i I r e f o r m s , be 
properly celebrated in the 
Buildings we now have? Do 
tfur buildings exercise an 
influence on the qua l i t y and 
soirit of our celebration? 

IfTo. unders tand these 
t r nd i sn^ -we^ rnus t begin,. 
Hpjin an understanding of 
tie revised l i turgy itself. 

..what does it demand? W h a t 
ate its primary emphases? 
Over all, the l i turgy is and 
...always has been the " w o r k 
"of the people," the who le 

people. I t !is the way in 
wh ich the body of believers 
speaks its words of love to 
C o d and hears back His 
words of love and healing 
and peace. The communi ty 
m u s t have , t h e r e f o r e , 
adequate room to do this 
we l l . This space must be 
f lex ib le enough for the 
var ie ty of " w o r k " that has 
t o * be done : b a p t i z i n g 
be l ievers , s inging God's 
praise morn ing and evening, 
r e c o n c i l i n g p e n i t e n t s ^ 
ano in t ing the sick, hearing 
Cod's word and celebrat ing 
Eucharist. 

Thus, our bui ldings are 
not meant to be self-
c o n t a i n e d , s t a g n a n t 
beauties to be admired in 
and for themselves; in that 
case, they w o u l d s imply be 
museums or art galleries. 
Rather they are meant to be 
used and used fu l l y for the 
acts of worshipf. and other 
purposes, t oo , where 
necessary and appropriate) 
Above a l l , they are to be 
used fu l l y by the people, 
they are houses for the 
p e o p l e t o g a t h e r in 
ce lebra t ion and in worship 
of their Cod . 

Each l i turgical act calls 
the worshippers to focus on 
certain things: now the 
place of p roc lamat ion , now 
the celebrant at the chair, 
now the bapt ismal font, now 
the al tar- table, now the 
faces of each other W e are 
not d rawn to the al tar- table, 
lectern, fon t or chair for 
themselves, but because the 
act ion that takes place in 
these locat ions is impor tant 

^ajnd^ should-^comrnand our 
a t ten t i on " . '" Thus . i t is 
desirable that these spaces 
be clearly visible and un
c lu t tered, that they not be 
ove rshadowed by o ther 
furn i ture or decorat ion, no 
mat ter how wor thy these 

of Prayer 
may be, and that they be 
posit ioned so as to enable 
the fu l l par t ic ipat ion of 
those who come to worship. 

We do not need two (or 
more) altars in our sanc
tuaries, nor do we need two 
lecterns, six kneelers, eight 
candles or an assortment of 
papers and leaflet missies. 
Al l we need is clear, un
clut tered room for our 
actions to speak our praise 
and our symbols l ike bread, 
wine, oi l and water to speak 
our sanct i f icat ion. 

The next time you go into 
your parish church, ask 
yourself some questions 
l ike: do I have a clear view 
of each l i turgical act ion as it 
happens?; does the c©lor, 
carpet, setting and people 
give me a sense of warmth 
a n d m a k e j n e f e e l 
welcome?; do .1 feel my 
baptism is as important as 
my ce lebra t ion of the 
Eucharist?; can I hear Cod's 
word procla imed clearly 
and w i th meaning?; am L 
drawn into prayer wi th my 
brothers and sisters? 

If you answer " n o " to any 
of these questions, maybe it 
is t ime to start th inking of 
redoing the house 

M A R A T H O N 

A cross-country marathon 
for boys and girls 9 to 18 
years old is shaping up for 
July 30, under the spon
sorship of the Immacula te 
C o n c e p t i o n C o m m u n i t y 
Center, the CYO innercity 
outreach program and the 
Montgomery Neighborhood 
Center. Detai ls may be 
obta ined by cal l ing agency 
directors: Warren Smith, 
546-5513; Tom Harris, 454-
2030; Bob Watson, 436-3090. 

WORD FOR 
SUNDAY 

f\ 

Albert Shamon 

Sunday's Readings: (R3) 
Lk. 11 : 1-13; (R1) Cn. 18: 20-
32; (R2)Col. 2:12-14. 

;The first reading next 
Sunday is about God's plan 
to destroy Sodom and 
Gbmorrha — presumably 
for the sin of sodomy or 
homosexual i ty (Gn. 19:4). 
Since the media have been 
prat ing so much about this 
subject and have been 
spewing so many myths 
about it, it is in order to 
explore br ief ly the cause of, 
the mora l i ty of, and the 
solutions of fered for this 
depravi ty. 

The word " h o m o " in 
Creek means " same" ; and 
the Latin word "sexual is" 
means pertaining to the 
sexes: male and female. The 
two words put together 
mean " the same sex" — 
man having relations w i th 
man, and w o m a n w i t h 
woman (lesbianism). 

Science is sti l l at a loss to 
d iscover the cause of 
homosexual i ty. There are 
two schools of thought : the 
nature school and the 
nurture school. 

Those of the na tu re 
s c h o o l - h o l d t h a t 
homosexuals are born that 
way. They are l ike a d iabet ic 
in the sense that they suffer 
a defect of balance i r r the f t 
endocrine secretions. W e 
may note at once that there 
is 'pos i t ive ly no conv inc ing 
evidence to explain the 
problem on such physical 
g rounds Nor is the re 
c o n c l u s i v e p r o o f t h a t 

heredi ty plays al s igni f icant 
role. "The once widespread 
v iew tha t homosexual i ty is 
caused by herejdity, or by 
s o m e d e r a n g e m e n t o f 
hormones. Has . been 
general ly d i sca rded" (Time 
Essay, 1-21-66). 

Those of the nur ture 
s c h o o l h o lid t h a t 
homosexual i ty is acqui red. 
"Acco rd ing to the best 
evidence so fa r , " wro te Dr. 
L a w r e n c e J. H a t t e r e r , 
"homosexuals are made, not 
born, and a complex of l i fe 
si tuat ions and inf luences 
t h r o u g h o u t i n f a n c y , 
ch i ldhood, adolescence and 
early adu l thood are in
vo lved in the mak ing . . ." 
(Changing Homosexual i ty in 
the Male). 

What happened in an
cient Greece seems to af
f i rm the nurture school 
Pederasty (the relat ions of a 
man w i t h an adolescent 
boy) was not ingrained in 
the Creek character, as 
some have held, I t d id not 
exist , < f o r i n s t a n c e , in 
Homer's t ime (c.1000 B.C.). 
I t was a ra the r l a te 
deve lopment emerging after 
500 B.C. The C r e e k s 
themselves traced the cause 
to the nud i ty in the gym
nas t i c t r a i n i n g w h i c h 
became so typ ica l of Creek 
educat ion at that per iod. 
P l a t o h i m s e l f s a i d , 
"Pederasty is the pr ice paid 
for the nude gymnasia . " We 
might learn f romihistory. 

In 1948 sexologist A l f red 
Kinsey est imated that 4 per 
cent of Amer ican wh i te 
males were homosexuals. 
G i v e n K i n s e y ' s n a i v e 
s a m p l i n g m e t h o d s , t he 
figures were a lmost cer
ta in ly wrong. However, the 
furor Created by courageous 
Ani ta Bryant indicates that 
the growing permissiveness 
of the last 30 years and a 
hedonist ic a t t i tude toward 
sex are tak ing their to l l and 
have e n c o u r a g e d m a n y 
persons to " c o n v e r t " to this 
way of l i fe, who might have 
redirected their inc l inat ions 
in another t ime or place. 

As fo r the o b j e c t i v e 
mora l i t y of homosexual i ty , 
there is no quest ion. I t is 
i m m o r a l ! T h e O l d 
T e s t a m e n t . u n s p a r i n g l y 
condemns it. Leviticus has 
i t: "You shall not l ie w i t h a 
male as w i t h a w o m a n ; such 
a thing is an abomination" 
(Lv. 18:22). The penal ty f o r 
such pract ice was dea th (Lv. 
2 0 : 1 3 ) . I n t h e N e w 
T e s t a m e n t Pau l c i t e s 
homosexual pract ices as 
part of the mora l rot of the 
pagan wor ld (Rom. 1:26-27). 

Yet " a t the present t ime 
there are those who, basing 
themselves on observat ions 
in the psychologica l order, 
have begun to judge in
du lgent ly , and even t o 
e x c u s e c o m p l e t e l y , 
homosexual relat ions. . . 

• This they do in oppos i t ion to 
the constant teaching of the 
magister ium and to the 
mora l sense of the Chr is t ian 
p e o p l e " ( V a t i c a n 

D e c l a r a t i o n on Sexua l 
Ethics 8). 

W h a t , t hen , are t h e 
solut ions offered? (To be 
conc luded next week.) 

Chicken 
Barbecue 

St. Michael 's , M o n t e z u m a 
and St. John's, Port Byron, 
w i l l ho ld the i r a n n u a l 
Chicken Barbecue, at St. 
John's, on Saturday, Aug.6. 
A pa int ing by Regina Gates 
w i l l be featured. 

Pilgrimage 
A p i l g r i m a g e t o 

Aur iesvi l le, N Y . is has been 
scheduled by St. John's 
parish. Port Byron, fo r July 
25. Father Bernard Kuch-
man, pastor, w i l l ce lebrate 
Mass at the Shrine of the 
Martyrs. 

PADRE PIO M O V I E 

E lm i ra —Padre Pio of 
Pietrelc ina — The M o d e r n 
St igmat ic is the t i t le of a 
f i lm to be shown by Father 
A rmand Dassevi l le O F M , 
Cap., at 7:30 p.m. in the 
basement of St. John's 
Church on July 21 . 

"Dining Out" 

I^BELHURST 1 -
§P CASTLE 
"The Restaurant in The Castle" 

: LocMandftoatf, HouH 14 Sou* at Oty UM 

I MMM i4is-7ti-aaoi r 

Filet of sole Veronique;' Saltimbocca; veal 
Oscar. Dinner a la carte from' $4.75., Sua 
Brunch. Wine cellar. Private parties. 

To Advertise in 
This Space 

Call 454-7050 

CJ7-13-77 
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gfeuy one 8-oz. steak dinner for $5.45, get the 
pxact same second dinner free with this 
|Cpiipon. Dinner includes 8-oz. N.Y. sirloin 
^teak on rye bread, French fries, and salad 
gWth your choice of dressing. (Both dinners 
ffnust be ordered at the same time). 
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41 North Main St. 
Pittsford 381-9991 
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Valid seven days a week, through July 20th 
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BUFFALO S WHITHER RD 

For rto «W% 
Package includes wine 
for toast, champagne 
for head table, £k 
deluxe buffet, S I 
4 hours of open bar, 
"tax and gratuity 

MtfmthHtt Up 7$ 400 Pmph 
Ftr RmmriMi Cad 594-9*60 

NOV. 20 EVENING STIU AVAILABLE 

CHRISTMAS PARTY 

presents Sunday Brunch 
Crepes-Carafe-Collage 
served on our recently opened 

outdoor terraces weather permitting. 

Our Menu: 
Fruit and Cheese Plate 
Cranberry Shrub or choice of juices 
Omelette from your selection of twelve 
ingredients, or 
Eggs Benedict or Quiche Lorraine 
Spinach or Garden Salad 
Cheesecake Crepe topped with Whole 
Strawberries & Real Whipped Cream 
Beverage $4 35 

+ tax & gratuity 
10-3 Every Sunday 

i+T- ttetm •>•»*» c»r. 
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?r- gcup e*n*s,m»i 

2587 Mt. Read Blvd. 
Reservations 621-5580. 
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