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: A Two-Edged Sword for Church 
By Rel igious News Service 

; Labor relations, inc luding-the right of workers to 
f form unions and bargain co l lect ive ly , have 
t rad i t i ona l l y , been g i v e n a t t e n t i o n by Churches. 
iThis continues to b e trjei case, but increasingly 
Ichurch groups are f ind ing themselves on the 
preceiving end of labor protests. 

Several Roman Cathol ic dioceses are involved in 
Idisputes w i th unions engaged in membership drives 
i j n schools. These si tuat ions have alsp involved the 
liguestion of church-state separation, as the 
^National Labor Relations Board (NLRB) has issued 
•frulings direct ing the diocesan authorit ies to hold 
Selections and bargain w i th the unions;. 

. At the same t ime, the question of whether 
Ifworkers should have the right to objdct to joining a 
[lunion on religious grounds is st i l l a Hive one. And 
[Iseveral religious groups have jo ined ih support ing a 
^boycott against the J.P. Stevens-Conjipany, a huge 
lltextile f i rm wh ich has at tempted to thwart 
^organizing efforts of the Amalgamated Clothing 
l^andTextile Workers Union. 

Americans Uni ted for Separation df Church and 
Itstate, an agency wh ich has of ten beeh at odds wi th 
Ifftoman Catholic leaders on issues involving state 
|:£;aid to non-public schools, has supported the Ar-
pchdjpcese of Phi ladelphia in its dispute wi th the 
MNLRB over an e lec t i on invo lv ing union 
('^representation of lay teachers in ; archdiocesan 
|5elementary schools. 

An NLRB-ordered e lect ion was held among the 
Kflay teachers June 14. Before that, hoWever, Andrew 
TtLeigh Gunn, execut ive director 6f Americans 
[/United, sent a telegram to the NLRB; protesting its 

J^' interference" in parochial school; employment 
tfrjractices. 

I f Using the same arguments given byarchdiocesan 
^officials, Gunn said, "The .Un i ted States Supreme 
^Court has ruled that the parochial jschool 'is an 

^ integra l part of the rel igious mission ojf the Catholic 
iChurch.' There is no const i tu t ional mandate for the 
^National Labor Relations Board to intrude int^o the 
fhiring and personnel practices of: educational 
^"institutions wh ich are integral to! a Church's 
/mission," 

Msgr. Ol in J. Murd ick , , secretary for educat ion 
|pf the U.S. Cathol ic Conference, says fwo issues are 
involved in such disputes. On the one hand, he 

;'|says, is the r ight of teachers to organize "and all 
<|that entails," and on the other is thb right of the 

MjChurch to "deal w i t h its own personnel, free f rom 
|i"undue interference by any agency of government." 

"j>; A subcommittee on teacher unionizat ion of the 
&U.S. Catholic bishops conference h^s prepared a 
^Working paper wh ich reaff irms the Church's 

"Iteaching that workers have a r ight to organize, 
fftbargain col lect ively, and determine ^whether they 
pjvi l l affi l iate w i th a union. The paper jwh ich wi l l be 
IQjSfesented to the bishops' plenary meeting in 
*|||ovember, also expresses concern; about NLRB 
jsllhtervention into Church affairs. 

W I 
if.« Several religious groups have joined an effort to 
ppress the j.P. Stevens Company to change its labor 
pract ices. The f i rm , wh ich has 45.000N workers at 85 
gran ts , has been found gui l ty o f ; v iolat ing the 
l l la t ional Labor Relations Act 13 times. 

fs,; ! 
JF At the annual meet ing of the company in March, 
rj^riareholder resolutions supported jby the Wor ld 

J f iy is ion of the Uni ted Method is t Board of Global 
l lpn is t r ies and by four Roman Catholic groups 
If l iceived more than 5.5 per cent jof the shares 

. A boycot t of J.P. Stevens products has been 
| |upported by the Cathol ic Commit tee on Ap-
H§alachia and the ecumenica l Commission on 

: igion in Appalachia. 

life • 
|#,SeVeral letters to the Uni ted Methodist Church's 
P | o r l d Division fo l l ow ing the J.P. Stevens meeting 
Sparged that the Church agency had been "used" 
Spy the Amalgamated Clo th ing and Textile Workers 
felfiion. The resolut ions wh ich had b£en supported 
| p $ the Wor ld Div is ion asked thpi company to 

icize in format ion about its labor; practices and 
:ement of minor i t ies in its work force. 

I f s United 
Monroe County 

Mi-se-- and Leukemia 
I l l a t i o n Board of 

• Wd;^?TS' i n a unanimous 
\W&' as c n a n 8ed its name, 
l | ® , i t e d Cancer Council, lit 

aid K n e e l a n d , 
Knran of the Public 

C o m m i t t e e , w™ 

presentingithe new name in 
the June Board meeting, 
said, "A more distinctive 
name wil l reduce confusion 
with other organizations in 
the communi ty , " and 
"regionalization is in line 
wi th expansion of the 
United Community Chest to 
W a y n e , O n t a r i o and 
Orleans counties." 

Church groups of ten f ind themselves in support of labor in one s i tuat ion, management in another. The 
1973 confrontat ion between the Farm Workers ' Un ion and the Teamsters, above, was a unique un ion 
versus union si tuat ion in which delegates at the 9th General Synojd of the Uni ted Church of Christ 

supported the Farm Workers. (RNS) 

Responding to the crit icisms, Florence Lit t le, 
treasurer for the Wor ld Division, said, "The support 
of the union is not our basic concern. We're 
concerned about the right of J.P. Stevens em­
ployees to engage in col lect ive bargaining w i thout 
harassment, as included in our Uni ted Methodis t 
Church Social Principles." 

Al though many denominat ions support the right 
of workers to unionize and bargain col lect ively, 
some specif ical ly oppose unions. Rep. John N. 
Erlenborn (R-lll.) has pointed out that at least seven 
religious groups — the largest being the Seventh-
day Adventists — proscribe union membership. 

The legislator, who is a Roman Cathol ic, has 
sought to persuade Congress to adopt a measure 
which wou ld provide that employees "who are 
members of and adhere to teachings of a bona f ide 

rel igion wh ich has historical ly held conscientious 
object ions to; jo in ing or f inancia l ly support ing 
unions w i l l not be required to do so, but may be 
required to contr ibute the equivalent in dues and 
fees to a non-religious ent i ty . " 

In contrast,; one of the recommendat ions made 
to the U. S. Cathol ic bishops at the "Cal l to A c t i o n " 
conference in De t ro i t last Fall urged opposi t ion to 
the " r ight to w o r k " laws which are in effect in 20 
states. 

The Nat ional Right to Work Commi t tee 
organized a protest against the recommendat ion, 
wh ich resulted in the sending of hundreds of letters 
to Archbishop Joseph L. Bernardin of Cincinnat i , 
president of the Nat ional Conference of Cathol ic ' 
Bishops. At their Spring meeting in Chicago, the 
bishops referred the resolut ion to a co jnmi t tee. 

OlfSIS 
Party Ho 

BUFFALOft WHITTIER RD. 

ACCOMMODATING UP 1 0 400 PEOPLE 
FEATMHK SIT DOWN OHUS tJUFFETS 

SPECIAL PRICES FOR PARTIES ON SATURDAY 
AFTERNOON OR FRIDAY NIGHT 

Ask aboirtowr package deal 
$Q75 

T per person 
W* cater f t wtdefaejt., caaajai 
MVMf baBBMtl M M M . 

FOR 

Due to i ciKtlbtion we hjw the toflowim dites open: 
Jul) 23rd Md tofust 27tli 

RESERVATIONS 
CALL 

594-9960-

# 

BELHURST' 
CASTLE 

The Restaurant in The Castle 
LocMand Road, Rout* 14 S o u * at CKy Una 

Qanava, Now Ybfk 
! Phontj 1-J1S-7H1-0201 I 

Filet of sole Veronique;' Saltimbocca; veal 
Oscar. Dinner a la carte from- $4.75., Sun. 
Brunch. Wine cellar. Private parties. 

\<J* 
Caifiage 
'f§top 

• C S T A I W A N T 

C O M P L E T E D I N N E R SPECIALS SUNDAY favTHURS. 

PRIMIBIB 
Of BEEF 

AU JUS 

'4.95 
Jack Nabaa aid tt»*R CHy S i , Wat-Sat. tfta 

SERVING DAILY 4-11; SUNDAY 12-9 
HIKE KSERMTKttS FOR WERRflsf MOTES ROW! 

LUNCHEON BANQUET TIMBS AVAILABLE 

5393 W. HENRIETTA RD. J«tf P*» Tht THBUWAY 
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Steaks1 
Buy o n e 8-oz. s teak d i nne r for $5.45, get t he 
exac t s a m e s e c o n d d i nne r f ree w i t h t h i s 
c o u p o n . D inner i n c l u d e s 8-oz. N.Y. s i r l o i n 
s teak o n rye b read , F rench f r ies , and sa lad 
w i t h you r c h o i c e o f d r e s s i n g . (Bo th d i n n e r s 
m u s t be o rde red at t he s a m e t ime) . 

rhe Other Side of t t e i t o c h s 

" ^ S i i f l g S I S S f i S S f S l S i B l E i 
41 North Main St. 

Pittsford 381-9991 

J I j Pittsford 381-9991 

I i Valid seven days a week, through July 13th 
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