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Diocese Mourns Bish i • Casey 

They ReraerabeR 
M s g r . W i l l i a m J . 

Naughton. who celebrated 
his 50th anniversary of 
o r d i n a t i o n w i t h B ishop 
Lawrence B. Casey, said of 
the prelate, " H e was the 
closest f r iend I had. He 
regarded me as his closest 
f r iend. W e were in grammar 
school together, at Corpus 
Christ i . . . He was as 
ded ica ted a priest as I ever 
heard of. He of ten spoke of 
Babe Ruth, str ik ing out , but 
he o f ten hi t home runs." 

" H e made m is takes , " 
Msgr. Naughton said, " b u t 
he was the f i rst t o admi t 
t h e m . " 

• • • 
Recognized as an ex

t r e m e l y a s t u t e a d 
m i n i s t r a t o r a n d i n 
d e f a t i g a b l e worke r , the 
b ishop also was a man of 
diverse talents. 

Jack Tucker, wr i t i ng in 
t h « , . . . T i m e ^ - U n i p n i n 
February, 1^53, w h e n the 
announcement was made of 
Bishop Casey's e levat ion to 
auxi l iary bishop, t o l d . of 
some o f the ear ly jobs o f the 
young Casey. 

He worked "as art errand 
boy in the press room of the 

T imes-Un ion" when he was 
13, Tucker wrote . " H e also 
h a d b e e n p e d d l i n g 
newspapers for f i ve years, 
w i t h a route cover ing the 
area between Selye Terrace 
and August ine Street in the 
10th Ward , and he p icked 
up a few more quarters by 
o p e r a t i n g a n e w s t a n d 
summers at On ta r i o Beach 
Park, cater ing to customers 
aboard the o ld M a n i t o u 
Line." 

But even at 13, Tucker 
noted, " there was no doub t 
in his m ind what he wanted 

; t o do .. he was already 
. a t t e n d i n g St. A n d r e w ' s 
Seminary." 

• • • 

! Frank Wo l f e , f inanc ia l 
jadviser to the diocese, also 
d i s c l o s e d s o m e d e t a i l s 
'about the you th fu l Casey: " I 
pan remember h im coming 
to my father, O t t o Wo l f e , 
who was a. music -teacher, 
fo r mando l i n lessons." 

W o l f e a l so t o l d o f 
lanother j o b semina r ian 
Casey held — "he worked in 
(the stock room at T imely 
ICIothes." 

Bishop Casey's interest in 
journa l ism persisted. He 
wro te several art ic les on 
Vat ican Counc i l II for the 
Courier-Journal. And af ter 
he went to Paterson, N.J., he 
wro te Father Henry A twe l l , 
then ed i tor of the Courier-
Journal: 

" O f f the record, • we ' re 
work ing on having our own 
paper here. .. If we do have 
one, I'm going to wr i te a 
c o l u m n in i t each week, and 
that should be a honey . " 

B i s h o p Casey q u i t e 
j open ly pr ided himself on his 
ski l l in pu t t i ng one l i t t le 
wo rd af ter another, and he 
wanted it unders tood tha t 

, w r i t i ng was hard work , 
requi r ing str ict d isc ip l ine. 
He once repor ted that he 
h a d s p e n t s ix h o u r s 
prepar ing a three-minute, 
af ter-dinner speech, ar\d 
-there was a strong im
p l i ca t ion that o the rs should 
do l ikewise. 

This is how far he carr ied 
the c ranky ed i tor role: 
hav ing accepted a person of 
newspaper background as 
pub l i c i t y cha i rman of his 
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Bishop Lawrence B. Casey, f i f th bishop of Paterson, N.J., a n d former auxi l ia ry 
bishop of Rochester, d ied June 115,1977, at the age of 7 1 . T h e Rochester nat ive was 
la id t o rest in Paterson's Calvary Cemetery last M o n d a y . 

Archb i shop Peter Leo 
Cere ty of Newark was 
pr inc ipal concelebrant of 
the Mass of Christ ian Burial 
in the Paterson Cathedra l of 
St. John the Baptist. Flags in 
c i ty streets were f l own at 
half-staff that day, and 
p u b l i c mee t i ngs w e r e 
cancel led. 

Bishop Casey, under
going, as he said, " t e rm ina l 
i l lness," had app l ied to the 
Pope for release f r om his 
duties. O f f i c i a l not ice tha t 
his resignation had been 
accepted came f r o m Rome 
via Washington on the day 
before his death. He had 
wr i t ten an explanat ion of it 
f o r the June 16 issue of his 
diocesan newspaper. 

He described the course 
of his illness f rom intest inal 
cancer to pro l i fe ra t ing lung 
cancer, and said his doctors 
had to ld him he was losing 
the bat t le. 

" I knew it w o u l d not be 
fair to the people or the 
Church of Paterson to at
t emp t to cont inue in of
f i ce , " he wro te . "The needs 
are t o o p ress ing , t he 
demands too unyie ld ing. 
They require the fu l l - t ime 
a t ten t ion of a spir i tual 
leader who has that most 
precious of possessions — 
his hea l th . " 

The day before the paper 
came out, Bishop Casey 
died, at 9:15 in the morning, 

in his home, 

On his last a f ternoon, he 
had visi ted w i th two o ld 
f r iends f r o m Rochester , 
Bishop John E. McCaf fe r ty 
and'Father James Marv in . 

Bishop McCaf fe r ty and 
Bishop Dennis W. Hickey 
a t tended the funera l . They 
invi ted the Rochester pub l ic 
to a Mass of Christ the High 
Priest to be ce lebrated in 
Sacred Heart Cathedral at 8 
p.m. tomor row. 

Bishop Casey, longer in 
o f f i ce than any of his 
predecessors in the 39 years 
o f t he Pa te rson See, 
c o m m a n d e d n a t i o n w i d e 
a t tent ion in 1975 when he 
issued a statement on the 
wide ly pub l i c ized Karen 
Q u i n l a n case. As the 
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Let All 
Remember 
The public is invited to 

participate in a Mass of 
Christ the High Priest at 8 
tomorrow evening in 
Sacred Heart Cathedral. 
Many of Bishop Casey's 
former assistants and 
Chancery associates will 
c o n c e l e b r a t e w i t h 
Auxiliary Bishops John E. 
McCafferty and Dennis 
W . H i c k e y . B ishop 
McCaf fer ty , Cathedral 
rector , wil l give the 
homily. 

Bishop Joseph L. 
Hogan wil l offer a Mass 
for Bishop Casey in 
Rome, at one of the altars 
in St. Peter's Basilica. 

Bishop 
Hogan 

I jam d e e p l y s a d d e n e d by t h e news o f t h e d e a t h o f 
B i s h o p Casey. For years , he has b e e n t o m e a g o o d 
f r i e h d , a s t r o n g s u p p o r t , a w i s e c o u n s e l l o r , a n d a g r e a t 
i n s p i r a t i o n . 

As I followed his days in Paterson through the pages 
o f j h . e B e a c o n , I f o u n d a c o n t i n u a t i o n o f t h e s a m e 
zeap f o r C o d ' s K i n g d o m w h i c h c h a r a c t e r i z e d his yea rs 
in Roches te r . H is was a l w a y s t h e f u l l m e a s u r e o f 
d e v o t i o n . 

I a m g r a t e f u l f o r t h e b less ings - tha t h a v e c o m e t o a l l 
o f us w h o s e l ives he has t o u c h e d in s o m e w a y , a n d I 
c o m m e n d his n o b l e s o u l t o t h e G r e a t , H i g h Pr iest , 
Jesus. 

Bishop 

B i s h o p Casey c o n c l u d e d his f a r e w e l l t a l k t o t h e 
pr ies ts o f t h e d i o c e s e o n his d e p a r t u r e f o r P a t e r s o n 
w i t h t h e w o r d s : " I h o p e I sha l l a l w a y s be r e m e m b e r e d 
as | L a w r e n c e o f R o c h e s t e r . " T h e 11 years s ince his 
i n s t a l l a t i o n h a v e seen th is h o p e r e a l i z e d f o r n o n a m e 
has been m o r e f r e q u e n t l y h e a r d a m o n g the 
p r ^ s b y t e r a t e t h a n t h a t o f B i s h o p L a w r e n c e Casey w h o 
s o ! p r o f o u n d l y i n f l u e n c e d g e n e r a t i o n s o f Roches te r 
pri jests. B i s h o p Casey " t a p p e d " m a n y pr ies ts f o r 

difficult assignments during his days in Rochester 
W h e n he w a s n a m e d O r d i n a r y o f Pa te r son , he 
r e s p o n d e d a f f i r m a t i v e l y w i t h t h e s a m e m o t i v a t i o n 
that characterized the Rochester priests of whom he 
m 3 d e so m a n y d i f f i c u l t reques ts : t h e g o o d o f t h e 
C h u r c h . B i s h o p Casey w a s a l i v i n g e x a m p l e of t o t a l 
d e d i c a t i o n t o Chr i s t a n d His C h u r c h . T h e w o r d s o f 
John the Baptist apply literally to him: "He must 
i nc rease ; I m u s t d e c r e a s e . " 

Bishop 
j McCafferty 
jBishop Casey bel ieved in 

gding al l t he way. When he 
studied for the pr iesthood, 
hej, no doub t unconsciously, 
w^n t fo r the fulness of the 
pr iesthood. His capac i ty for 
hard work and bent for 
per fec t ion carr ied h im, in 
only two years, f rom his 
studies at St. Bernard's 
Seminary to his studies at 
the Chancery. Bishops were 
a t t rac ted by his zeal and 
integr i ty. He served as 
sec re ta r y t o t h ree o f 
Roches te r ' s f i r s t f i v e 
bisjhops, an unusual feat in 
itself since in this area it is 
thought (and sometimes 
sajd): " N o man can serve 
t w b m a s t e r s . " Fa ther 
Carey's master was the 
bishop, his love was the 
Church. It d id not mat ter 
tha t the name was Bishop 
O l H e r n , A r c h b i s h o p 
Mooney or Bishop Kearney. 
He| cou ld and d id work w i t h 
them al l , gave his best. And 
none of them ever looked 
fojr a replacement. 

I As the years passed and 
Bishop Kearney was ap-

1 p fdach ing his sevent ieth 

b i r thday, he sought an 
auxi l iary bishop, and his 
f o r m e r sec re ta r y was 
chosen. Between 1953 and 
1966, Bishop Casey was the 
t rusted a ide and conf idant 
of the Bishop of Rochester 
Now, bishop and Church 
i m p l i e d greater respon
sib i l i ty than ever, but w i t h 
singlemindedness he served 
the bishop in every area of 
diocesan l i fe, but especial ly 
as personnel d i rec tor and 
adminis t rator . 

Perhaps one of the secrets 
of his un ique understanding 
of the Church rests in his 
pastoral ministry. He was 
never content to be a 
"chancery o f f i c ia l " Wh i l e 
serv ing the Bishops of 
Rochester, he f ound t ime to 
be a teacher of re l ig ion at 
Mercy High School and 
chap la in to the c i ty jai l He 
d id have seven years of 
u n i n t e r r u p t e d p a r i s h 
minist ry at Ho ly Cross, bu . 
just before his appo in tmen ' 
as b ishop he became recto i 
of Sacred Heart Cathedra l 
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