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Editorial 
Signs of Hope 

Eve ry d a y t h e p o s t m a n b r ings t h e m . T h e r e 
m a y be, 8 0 , o r 100 , o r e v e n m o r e . I T h e e n v e l o p e s 
a r e h a n d w r i t t e n . T h e y c o m e f r o m a l l o v e r t h e 
d i o c e s e . T h e vas t m a j o r i t y c o n t a i n a c h e c k f o r 
$10 ; s'pme h o l d m o r e . T h e y rep resen t t h e 
m a t e r i a l ass i s tance o f t h e C o u r i e r - J o u r n a l F i l te r 
C a m p a i g n , w h i c h is less t h a n t r r e e w e e k s has 
passed t h e h a l f w a y m a r k o f i ts 1 ,800 - fam i l y g o a l . 

Eachi $10 b u y s a f i l t e r f o r ar i m p o v e r i s h e d 
f a m i l y fin t h e V i l a Be l l a d e v e l o p n e n t in B raz i l . 
E a c h is; a s ign o f c o m m u n i t y b e t w e e n A m e r i c a n 
f a m i l i e s a n d t h e i r less f o r t u n a t e c o u n t e r p a r t s in 
B r a z i l . E a c h f i l t e r b o u g h t w i l l h ?lp c h i l d r e n in 
V i l a Be l l a f e n d o f f t h e b l i g h t of w o r m s in
f e s t a t i o n . 

B u t t h e e n v e l o p e s m e a n e v e n n o r e t h a n tha t . ; 
T h e y a re h a r b i n g e r s o f h o p e f o r p e o p l e used t o 
despai r . ; T h e f i l t e r s ' p u r p o s e is s p e c i f i c in o n e 
respect ; ; t h e y f i g h t a d e f i n i t e m a l a d y . B u t t h e 

a s p i r i t u a l 
e c i p i e n t s f a c e 

t h o u g h t s b e h i n d t h e m bu i l c 
d i m e n s i p n w h i c h m i g h t h e l p t h e 
c o u n t l e s s o t h e r m e a n adve rs i t i es . 

T h e c o n t r i b u t i o n s n o t o n l y a 
h a v e b e e n v i c t i m i z e d b y a q u i r l 
but they} also wil l strengthen the 
t h o s e w h o s e r v e t h e m , • 
m i s s i o n a r i e s . T h e o f f e r i n g s p r o v 
g i f t o f c o m m u n i t y t o sus ta i n 
p e o p l e o f C o d w h o h a v e l e f t h o m e 
w o r k in f a r - o f f f i e l d s o f m i se ry . 

d p e o p l e w h o 
o f g e o g r a p h y 

p je rseverence o f 
u r d i o c e s a n 

de t h e s p e c i a l 
t hese w o r t h y 
a n d hear thu to 

T h e e n v e l o p e s c o m e m e s t l y f ro rn 
many represent the special earni 
St. Ambrose made it a parish 
a n o t h e r p a r i s h , an E p i s c o p a l o n e 
m a d e a " f a m i l y " c o n t r i b u t i o n 
a t h e i s t a l so j o i n e d t h e cause . 

T h e f a m i l y - t o - f a m i l y , d i r e c t 

proach lhas obvious merit. And in 
the campaign underlines the rea 
us, w h e t h e r l i v i n g in th i s l a n d c f 

p l a c e s o f t h e w o r l d w h e r e a s i m p 

of water; is a rarity, share a commqn 

2 Bright Spirts 
As in the case of the person Who survives a 

delicate operation, it does 

families. But 
rjgs of children. 

project. And 
n A u b u r n , a l so 

A p r o f e s s e d 

p e r s o n a l a p -

its s m a l l w a y . 

i t y t h a t a l l o f 

p l e n t y o r in 

le, c l e a n d r i n k 

existence. 

t assqre i m 
m o r t a l i t y b u t i t su re fee l s g o o d at I h e t i m e . 

T h u s is t h e s i t u a t i o n c o n c e r n i n g t h e s a l u t o r y 
decisions reached concerning two diocesan 
hospitals last week. The FingerlLakes Health 
Sys tems A g e n c y v o t e d aga ins t e n d i n g t h e o b 
s t e t r i c a l u n i t a t St. M a r y ' s , in Roches te r . In 
E l m i r a , ijhe d e c i s i o n t o c o n t i n u e i h e O B u n i t a t 
St. Joseph 's H o s p i t a l w a s o n a s m a l l e r sca le — 
t h e s u b a r e a c o u n c i l o f t h e FLHSA, b u t 
n o n e t h e l e s s w a s a v i c t o r y f o r j t h e h o s p i t a l . 
•Besides! t h e o b v i o u s b e n e f i t o f | t hese ru l i ngs , 
t h e r e i$ an i m p o r t a n t a s p e c t ) t o t h e t w o 
d e c i s i o n s . T h e y r ep resen t t h e f i r s t t w o b r i g h t 
s p o t s i n ' a s t e a d i l y i n c r e a s i n g c r u n c h C a t h o l i c 

p u b l i c b o a r d s , 
rec t r esu l t o f 
a d h e r e n c e t o 

i n s t i t u t i o n s a re e x p e r i e n c i n g f r o m 
T h e h a p p y resu l t s a l s o a re a d 
d i l i g e n c e , p e r s e v e r a n c e , a n d 
p r i n c i p l e o n t h e p a r t o f t h e sjtaffs o f b o t h 
h o s p i t a l s . T h e e n t i r e c o m m u n i t i e s i n v o l v e d 
particularly Catholics, owe a debt of gratitude to 
t h o s e w h o r e f u s e d t o lay d o w n the ir sh ie lds . 

I By the time this editorial appea 
decision; concerning the future 
p o r t a t i o n o f c i t y s t u d e n t s t o o u t 
s c h o o l s w i l l h a v e b e e n m a d e . W e 
t h a t the i d e c i s i o n s o n t h e hosp 
s o m e i n j f l uence o n t h e c o m m 
i n c l u d i n g t h o s e m a k i n g t h e s c h o o l 

rs in print thej 
of bus t ran- i 

o f - c i t y p r i v a t e ; 
h a v e a f e e l i n g i 
tals will have; 

ity at large, | 
d e c i s i o n ! 

un 

As regards the school situation, the Ciity 
Council cannot tell the School Board how to 
s p e n d its m o n e y . B u t if i t v o t e s t o ra ise f u n d s t o 
the budget; it js crystal clear that it is with the 
intention that! the transportation funds be 
res tored. ; T h e p u b l i c has a l so b e e n m a k i n g ijts 
o p i n i o n l i n d w n o n th is q u e s t i o n , w i t h i m p a c t . W e 
hope sudh efforts succeed. 

In any : case , as regards t h e h o s p i t a l s , l e t us 
exult, however briefly, in the two victories for 
life and principle. j 

Opinion 
Why Not 
Vouchers? 
Editor: 

Eric Steel in the Courier-
Journal (6-1-77) refers to the 
c o s t o f p r i v a t e a n d 
parochia l school busing. 
This cost is merely a pit
tance when compared to 
what these Cathol ics and 
others w i t h chi ldren in 
p r i v a t e and p a r o c h i a l 
schools pay in tu i t ion and in 
l oca l and s ta te taxes. 
Cathol ics do comprise a 
large percentage of tax
payers in N Y . State, wel l 
over a t h i r d , and in 
Rochester, over 40 per cent. 

He also claims that the 
p u b l i c s c h o o l s g i v e 
w h a t e v e r " d i v e r s i t y of 
e d u c a t i o n " suits the fancy 
of people. And suppose it 
suits the fancy (choice is a 
preferable word) of parents 
to have their chi ldren ,in a 
r e l i g i o u s l y - o r i e n t e d at
mosphere? Wha t he should 
have said was that the 
publ ic schools give no 
choice in the matter of 
rel igious educat ion . 

In an analogy, he points 
ou t that if you prefer a 
pr ivate school or a religious 
school , it is comparab le to 
preferr ing a Cadi l lac. You 
pay extra for that right. W e 
are supposed to bel ieve 
f r om this " l o g i c " that going 
to the publ ic school is l ike 
everyone get t ing a Honda 
for our tax money and going 
to a rel igious school is l ike 
purchasing a Cadi l lac. Says 
who? I don ' t buy this 
analogy or this type o f 
choice. 

He forgets that I am not 
fo rced to spend my money 
for either a Honda or a 
Cadi l lac. I can buy or 
chdose any type of tran
spor tat ion, inc luding using 
the RTS. But I am being 
•forced to spend money for 
educat ion, and now I am. 
to ld what type of school is 
sui table for students, or pay 
dearly for dissenting. The 
federal government in its CI 
Bi l l d id not tel l veterans 
what school they had to 
attend with the government 
money, or the government 
voucher. These veterans 
were given a choice. 

Secu lar h u m a n i s m is 
being p romoted in the 
schools. Christ po inted out 
that " H e who is not w i th Me, 
is aga ins t M e . " W h a t 
parents ob ject to is the 
ignoring of rel igious content 
in the educat ion of their 
chi ldren. This indi f ference, 
this exclusion of rel igion 
f r o m t h e c u r r i c u l u m 
amoun ts to cons ider ing 
rel ig ion as insignif icant, as 
no t necessary fo r the 
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c o m p l e t e , f u l l - r o u n d e d 
educat ion of our youth . The 
message is loud and clear. 
Students are indirect ly led 
to the belief and the at
t i tude that rel igion is in
signif icant and does not 
count. Noth ing even has to 
be said for or against 
r e l i g i o n . Is t h i s n o t 
promot ing secularism? 

No one objects to Mr. 
Steel and others, l ike him 
having his schools for his 
purpose, but why does he 
oppose vouchers , f o r 
example Vouchers wou ld 
enable parents to present 
these cert i f icates to the 
school o f . t h e i r choice for 
p a y i n g t h e c o s t s o f 
educa t i on . Why be so 
paranoid and afraid of this 
type of free democrat ic 
compet i t i on? Why keep 
insisting on the monopoly of 
al l tax educat ion money 
( m u c h of i t C a t h o l i c ) 
col lected for his type of 
school only? I call that 
stealing (no pun intended). 

Pub l i c schoo ls were 
or iginal ly established to 
teach reading and wr i t ing to 
all so that the Bible cou ld 
be read. Public schools 
or ig inal ly had a religious 
purpose. They were also 
established so that the poor 
cou ld receive an educat ion. 
They were never intended to 
exclude rel igion, as they do 
now. Let us cont inue the 
f ight to change this ugly 
status quo of the last 
number of years. 

Father Thomas 
M. Mi l le r , CSB 

Aquinas Inst i tute 

Chesterton , 
Work Offered 

I have two presentations 
relat ing to the great Brit ish 
wri ter and apologist, C.K. 
Chesterton, either of wh ich I 
would be happy to give as 
part of a parish educat ional 
program. The presentations 
are: 

• A l e c t u r e o n 
"Chesterton Today," which 
brings out many of the 
reasons why CKC is im
portant to us at the present 
t ime. This paper wou ld take 
about one half hour, and I 
wou ld combine it w i th a 
series of CKC "min iquo tes" 
and a tape recording made 
b y C h e s t e r t o n T h i s 
recording, which I obtained 
f rom the BBC, is the only 
o n e in e x i s t e n c e of 
Chesterton's voice. 

• A series of "Readings 
f rom Chesterton." This is an 
evening-long program, wi th 
a short intermission It 
consists of several parts;: 
essay excerpts, poems irti 
v a r i o u s c a t e g o r i e s , 
Chesterton's writ ings about 
Amer ica, an account of his 
Father Brown detective^ 
stories, etc For several of 
the selections I request 
volunteer readers f rom the 
audience. 

W i th either of the above, I 
wou ld present a display of 
books by and about CKC, 
copies of the Chesterton 
Review and other related 
items. So I wou ld appreciate 
h e a r i n g f r o m t h e 
educat ional representative 
of any parish that might be 
interested in either of the 
above programs 

Robert Kni l le 
Eastern U.S. Secretary 

The Chesterton Society 
102 Lynnwood Dr. 

Rochester, N.Y. 14618 

No Time 
To Think 
Editor: 

I'm gett ing a l i t t le t i red 
about al l the "ac t ion " i n the 
Church. What I wou ld l ike is 
a J i t t le sol i tude for5 a 

" I WAS IN TO SEE THE BISHOP TOW^TOW, 
ANP HE PECIPEP THAT SOU SHOULP Go 
BACK TO CLERICM- PRESS/" 

change. We don ' t have t ime 
to think, pray or med i ta te 
any more. 

The hierarchy is invo lved 
entirely too much w i th 
problems of the wor ld . W e 
should al l be concerned, of 
course, but their specif ic 
duty is to teach and guide us 
in our Cathol ic fa i th . 

Mary Trenkler 
5 H i l l sword Road 

Rochester, N.Y. 14624 

Apples, 
Oranges? 
Editor: 

Pray tel l — what k ind of 
p ie d i d Mr . S c h w a r t z 
decorate Archbishop John 
R. Roach with? 

It wou ld be interesting to 
know! (Courier-Journal 6-1-
77) 

Viv ian R. Hennan 
236 Monroe St. 

Honeoye Falls N.Y. 14472 

Editor's Note: Chocolate 
cream. 

Corpus Christi 
Sends Thanks 
Editor: 

We wou ld l ike to thank 
everyone who is helping us. 
We wou ld especial ly l ike to 
thank our friends at Holy 
Trinity School for their 
generous donat ion of $500 
on June 7, 

They had a mission dr ive 
and decided to donate their 
proceeds to Corpus Christi 
Schoo l W e are ve ry 
grateful 

It w i l l be friends l ike Ho ly 
Trinity School that w i l l 
make Corpus Christi School 
a success in the fu ture years. 

Corpus Christ i School 

Evolution Seen 
And- Catholic9 

Editor: 
For those concerned w i t h 

the prevai l ing anti-Catholic 
teachings that are bving 
pummeled into the heads of 
our chi ldren, as wel l as 
many adults, there is a 
priceless l i t t le masterpiece 
lust out f rom Lumen Christ i 
Press wh ich superbly treats 
one of these f raudu lent bits 
of knowledge 

This is the popular no t ion 
that man has evolved over 
the years from the lower 
animals, therefore deny ing 
original sin and numerous 
truths of the Catholic Faith. 

cla ims that are stil l being 
perpet ra ted by evolutionists 
in c o n t r o l of "many 
u n i v e r s i t i e s and major 
seminar ies." The irony of all 
this is that leading atheists 
have d i s c l a i m e d these 
theories as foolhardy 

The second part reveals 
the C a t h o l i c advocates 
(Fathers deChardin, Bone, 
Francouer, Schoonley and 
Smulders) and their pathetic 
ideas. Fa ther Tei lhard 
d e C h a r d i n is pr imar i l ly 
centered upon w i th his plan 
to "change the Church" to 
his way of th ink ing; if one 
can cal l this th ink ing that is 

The book is a must for 
every concerned Catholic 
and is far more so for high 
school and col lege students 
It is easy to read and vet is 
filled with scientific data 
and t rue Cathol ic teachings 
Wr i te to • Lumen Christi 
Press, PO Box 15176, 
Houston, Tex. 77019 and ask 
for "Or ig ina l Sin in the Light 
of M o d e r n Science. by 
Father Patrick O'Connell, 
B D. And bel ieve it or not it 
costs al l of one dol lar 

Richard Hussar 
340 Jordan Ave. 

Rochester, N.Y. 14606 

Grateful 
For Columnist 
Editor: 

Recent ly we had the 
oppo r tun i t y to hear Mrs 
Nancy M u r p h y give a very 
in fo rmat ive and, at the 
same t ime, a bit terntving 
report on the background 
on some organ iza t ions 
wh ich are entrusted to 
" e d u c a t e " (quotat ion marks 
are mine) our young people 
— even in our Catholic 
schools 

W e are indeed fortunate 
to have someone ot her 
cal iber to ferret out these 
condi t ions and keep us 
in fo rmed. I have been a 
reader of her co lumn and 
have had occasion to seek 
in fo rmat ion f rom her I |iist 
want to state mv support tot 
her much needed column in 
the Courier-Journal 

I also appreciate I at hers 
Shamon and Cuddy 

Seneca 

Eleanor C.Shaffer 
85 Chapel St. 

Falls, N.Y. 13148 

The first half of this book 
deals s p e c i f i c a l l y w i t h 
revealing these erroneous 

Letters intended for 
publication must be addressed 
lo Opinion, Courier-Journal, 67 
Chestnut St., Rochester, N.Y. 
14604. 

They should be no longer 
I than 1 1/2 pages, typed 

double-spaced, with names 
and addresses. The paper 
reserves the right lo edit all 
.letters. 


