
wmigmifimirfirmm^miii^mm^mm^m^mmm VQgZflB&ftt* 

COURIER-JOURNAL Wednesday. June 8,1977 
Page 8 

Religion 
Under instruct ions of President J immy Carter, the 

United States delegation to the Belgrade, Yugoslavia, 
conference on East-West cooperat ion w i l l hit hard on 
the human rights issue. 

And a major focus of the U. S. concern is expected 
to fa l l on the status of rel igious f reedom in East 
Europe and the Soviet Union sJnce the signing of the 
Helsinki Declarat ion in August 1975. 

The Belgrade conference, scheduled for Sep­
tember, f o l l ow ing prel iminary meetings in June, is a 
sequel to the 1975 Helsinki , Finland, summi t meet ing 
on European Security and Cooperat ion of 35 coun­
tries, inc luding al l European states except A lbania, 
plus the U. S. and Canada. 

The Soviet Union had long pressed for the summit 
meet ing seeing it pr inc ipal ly as a means of w inn ing 
endorsement of the status quo in Eurppe and of the 
post-World War 11 frontiers. I 

At the insistence of Western countr ies, however, 
the Helsinki Declarat ion which all 35 jnations signed, 
included a so-called "basket three" seiction, aimed at 
at ta in ing greater movement of pecjple and ideas 
across East-West frontiers.. S 

Among the section's provisions vfas the fo rma l 

oflLS. 

pledge to " recognize and respect the 
indiv idual to profess and pract ice, atone or in com 
muni ty w i th others, rel igion or belief 
with the dictates of his conscience." 

f reedom of the 

in accordance 

The Belgrade meetings are designed to review how 
each of the signatory nations has jived up to its 
pledges. | 

From expert test imony here and abroad, however, it 
already appears that the Soviet Uthion and other 
European Communis t nations have fa i led to honor 
their signed pledge on f reedom of rel igion. 

In recent test imony before the U. S.jCommission on 
Security and Cooperat ion in Europe, set'up to mon i to r 
compl iance w i t h the Helsinki accords, a veteran 
observer of the East European scene declared that the 
status of rel igious f reedom in Eastl Europe, since 
Helsinki , ' "-fails to demonstrate anyj s igni f icant im­
provement , " adding, " o n the whole, ] there is an in­
crease of v io lat ions " I 

S 
The Rev. Blahoslav Hruby, execut iv^ d i rector of the 

New York-based Research Center fcjr Religion and 
Human Rights in Closed Societies] noted in his 
t e s t i m o n y t ha t " a l t h o u g h c o n d i t i o n s in 
Czechoslovakia, East Germany, Hungary, Poland, 
Romania, Bulgaria, and Yugoslavia vary to a certain 
degree, depending on part icular histor ical , ec­
clesiastical, socio-pol i t ical and nat ional aspects, 
certain common elements of Comnjiunist attitudes 
and policies toward churches and rel ig ion apply to al l 
Communis t countr ies in Eastern Europfe." 

i 
Among the c o m m o n elements, saidjthe Czech-born 

edi tor of "Re l ig ion in Communist Domina ted Areas," 
are "man ipu la t i on and infi l tration) of churches, 
cur ta i lment and censorship of tjeligious press, 
d iscr iminat ion against believers and l im i ta t ion of 
enro l lment in theolog ica l schools." • 

A barrage of informed criticism has been let loose 
on the Soviet Union, the prime mover of the Helsinki 
summit . 

A t a meet ing in M a r c h o n rel igious l iberty in the 
USSR, sponsored by the National Interreligious Task 
Force on Soviet Jewry, Thomas Bird, professor of 
Slavic Languages at Queens Col lege of the City 
Universi ty of New York, described Soviet religious 
legislat ion pol icy as a concer ted ef for t to " undermine 
the spir i tual and tempora l power " ;of religious in­
st i tut ions. I 

i 

l lya Levkov, researcher-translator w j th the Nat ional 
Conference on Soviet Jewry, decr ied Moscow's 
" res t r ic t ions" on Jewish emigrat ion, its " r e fusa l " to 
grant Jews "cu l tu ra l r ights," and i t s - " cont inu ing " 
anti-Semit ism. \ j 

1 he Rev Alexander Veinbergs, pastor of the Latvian 
Lutherans of Washington, D C said the si tuat iob is 
"qu i te g l o o m y " and whi le the " o l d generat ion is 
taking the rel igious l i fe very seriously. > .the young 
generat ion is being the depr ived of any religious 
educa t i on " and subject to heavy anti-rel igibus 
propaganda. 

Earlier, Father Alexis U. Flor idi , SJ, a Byzant ine Rite 
priest associated w i th the (Pope) John XXIII 
Ecumenical Center at Fordham Uniyersi ty in New-
York, charged nn a statement that jsince Helsinki , 

repression of religious and civi l righfs in the Soviet 
U n i o n " had "sharply r isen." | I 

The Jesuit po in ted out that the Ukria 
Chun ^ " is st i l l ou t l awed , " and accused 
of sub le t t ing the Roman Cathol ics 

inian Cathol ic 
the Kreml in 
the Soviet 

Any changes in the rel igious policies of the Soviet 
Government wou ld probably have an effect on the 
personal lives of Russians of al l faiths, including 
ci t izens shown in these photographs, who live in such 
far f l ung places as Bukhara, Samarkand, Toil isi and 

Moscow. (RNS) 

Republ ic of Lithuania " t o many forms of harassment, 
especial ly where young people are involved 

An appeal addressed to the Supreme Soviet by a 
group of Soviet Christian leaders, and given wide 
publicity over Vatican Radio, complained that the 
"d i f f i cu l t ies of professing the Christian f a i t h " were 
"pa r t i cu la r l y arduous in the USSR," and were 
"becoming more and more oppressive." 

Among the signatories of the 15-page appeal were 
clergy and laity of the of f ic ia l ly recognized Russian 
Or thodox and Lithuanian Roman Catholic Churches, 
and the "unregis tered" Baptists, Pentecostals, Ad-
ventists, and the Church of Christ. 

Declar ing that " the facts are in front of everyone's 
eyes" and that " i t is impossible to deny them," the 
appeal l isted a " b i l l o f part iculars": 

• Christians are author ized to attend specific 
worship services conducted by of f ic ia l ly "registered" 
denominat ions, but are not a l lowed to voice their 
opinions on matters of church pol icy. 

• Anti-rel igious publ icat ions are pr inted and widely 
c i rcu lated w i th state funds, part of which comes f rom 
the "pockets of bel ievers," but "believers are denied 
the right to explain their thinking in publications or to 
respond t o the accusat ions." 

• No religious communi ty may begin its r ightful 
ac t iv i ty w i thou t prior (government) authorizat ion and 
"without submitting to particularly humiliating 
condi t ions of con t ro l . " 

• Religious organizations do not have the right to 
carry out wel fare act iv i t ies," in spite of the fact that 
the state, in all good wi l l is not in a posit ion to meet 
al l concrete fami ly needs." 

• Religious organizations have no right to own 
property. A l l objects used in worship are the property 
of the state. 

• Religious teaching is completely forbidden. 
" M a n y parents have suffered serious consequences 
for having gone against this prohibi t ion. ' ' 

- • Places of worship are on the decrease. Some 
10,000 Russian Orthodox churches have been closed 
d o w n by government decree in recent years Other 
Christian bodies have been similarly affected. 

Organized rel igion in the USSR is entangled in a 
web of state controls clearly aimed at rendering it 
irrelevant and preventing its spread, analyses of 
Soviet legislation on rel igion show 

Accord ing to one such analysis prepared by the 
Zurich-based religious research institute, Glaube in 
Der . 2 Wel t (Faith in the Second World) 
"d iscr iminat ion against the Church, against any form 
of religious practice, is woven into the very fabric of 
the structure of the Soviet state. 

"Religious organizations are considered anti-social 
and any status granted them is in the nature of a 
concession, not a r ight . " 

Art ic le 125 of the Soviet Const i tu t ion says: " In 
conformity w i th the interests of the workers and in 
order to strengthen the social ist system, citizens of 
the USSR are guaranteed by law — (a) freedom of 
speech; (b) f reedom of the press; (c) f reedom of 
assembly and of hold ing meetings; (d) f reedom of 
street processions and demonst ra t ions. " 

Notes the Zur ich inst i tute: "The key phrase here is 
'In conformity w i th th% interests of the workers. . .' In 
other words, any f reedom of speech or of the press 
used for goals other than the workers ' interest - in 
the interpretation of t he state-contro l led judicial 
authority - is not guaranteed, wh ich , in the Soviet 
system, means fo rb idden. " 

According to current Soviet law, a "religious 
organizat ion" — if it is to have the r ight to exist 
legally — must be "registered," have a special prayer 
building, conclude an agreement with (local) 
authorities, and " h i r e " for itself a priest or minister. 

"Thus," comments "'Glaube in Der 2 Welt, "a group 
of believers, even three people, do not have the right 
systematically to pray together, t o read the Bible, or 
to discuss religious topics w i t h ou t special written 
permission f rom Moscow." 

Even when registered, a rel igious associat ion may 
not hold general meetings other than for prayer 
wi thout permission of local author i t ies, acting 
through the Council of Religious Affairs. 

Furthermore, the law forbids " teach ing of any kind 
of religious dogma," even in church, because this is 
permitted "only in inst i tut ions of higher religious 
learning." 

Nor are churches permi t ted to "g ive material 
support to their members," or to arrange special 
prayer or ot-hef-meetings for ch i ldren or young people, 
or to organize children's playgrounds or open libraries 
or reading rooms. 

"The unmistakable conclusion to be drawn from 
analyses of Soviet legislation or religion," says Keston 
College — Centre for the Study of Religion and 
Communism, in Kent, England, " is that the fun­
damental laws of the USSR must be drastically 
changed before Christians and other believers wi l l be 
raised f rom second to first class c i t izens." 
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v i , t u" S u " M V u n § Moon's Unification Church in New 
York has been denied property tax exemption on two more 
properties valued* at some $10.2 mill ion. The former New 
Yorker Hotel, World Mission Center for the Unification 
Church where some 600 members live, has been denied tax 
exemption along with the Manhattan Center nearby. In 
rejecting the Church's application for exemption, the New 
York City Tax Commission repeated its findings for three 
other church properties which were denied tax exemptions 
in April. 

Dissident French Archbishop Marcel Lefebvre, C.S.Sp., 
has received front-page attention-in the Italian press in 
recent days because of his plan to hold a "press conference-
discussion" at the residence of one of Rome's noble 
families. According to Milan's Corriere della Sera, a leading 
Italian newspaper, the Italian nobility has begun "taking 
sides," as it has done from time immemorial, when the 
nobility was either "for Pope or Emperor" — today's 
"emperor" it implies, being represented by Archbishop 
Lefebvre, who opposes Pope Paul and the reforms of 
Vatican I I . 

Cardinal Terence Cooke has received the John LaFarge 
Memorial Award for Interracial Justice for 1977 from the 
Catholic Interracial Council of New York, which praised him 
tor "commitment to human dignity" and lifelong support of 
human justice. In presenting the award to Cardinal Cooke, 
Mario Cuomo, the council's president and New York's 
secretary of State, said the prelate had helped secure for 
minorities "the same rights and privileges enjoyed by 
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