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Editorial 

i 

Passing the Bus 
One of the problems of editorializing in a 

weekly newspaper is that is diff icult &to stay 
ahead, or even on top of, fast-bteaking news 
stories. 

By way of example, this is the tjhird t ime this 
edi tor ia l has been wr i t ten . It concerns the Board 
of Educat ion's decis ion not t o transport c i ty 
pupi ls to pr ivate schools outside the city. 

First we began: "The bal l is in the City 
Counci l 's cour t now. " Then no sooner had our 
composi tors got that edi tor ia l into pr int then the 
City Counc i l d isplaying notewor thy legerdemain 
managed to def lec t the bal l back ihto the Board 
of Educat ion terr i tory. 

First edi tor ia l k i l l ed . New one mul led over the 
fact that the Board of Educat ion opce again had 
the bal l . As soon as it was in type,; however^ the 
school board, d isplaying a-fast break that wou ld 
do the Phi ladelphia 76ers proud, ;had the bal l 
right back in the City Counci l court jagain. 

So here we go again and please bear w i th us if 
this edi tor ia l is out of date by the t ime it is 
publ ished. What is impor tant is jthat the City 
Counci l has unt i l June 14 to decjide if it w i l l 
accept the Board of Education's p lan to drop the 
bus t ransportat ion. | 

We think that parents :and pupi ls concerned 
should let their indiv idual counci l tnen know of 
their feelings before that date. 

One for HE^V 
The Washington adminst ra t ion j has taken a 

step forward by establishing regulations, ef­
fect ive June 1, wh ich w i l l ban d iscr iminat ion 
against the handicapped. The new rules w i l l 
apply to inst i tut ions receiving Healjth, Educat ion 
and Wel fare funds. It lis expected to af fect 
thousands of schools, colleges, Hospitals, day 
care centers, health cl inics and other institutions! 
in their emp loyment prafctices, bu i ld ing design 
and services, according to Religious News 
Service « 

What w i l l it mean pract ical ly? For one, 
handicapped students cannot be segregated but 
must be educated w i th the non-handicapped in 
regular ( lassrooms whenever possible 

But perhaps the most important provision is 
that any new fac i l i ty bui l t must be barrier-free 
and readily usable by the handicapped. This is 
signif icant not only in the case of the new 
buildings but also because it should cont r ibute 
to a trend ot c on< em for the handle apped in all 
construe tion 

It is a b o u t time* a n d w i l l h e l p s t r e n g t h e n t h e 

rights. m< luding f reedom ot movement , tor a 
great segment ot our population 

Tom O'Connor 
The phrase " com ing of age" has been appl ied ; 

to the Catholic press in the Vat ican- I I era but ! 
that phrase does not accurately cover the j 
Courier-Journal wh ich long has been blessed i 
w i t h capable and conscient ious priest and lay j 
journalists ' ; 

Because of them the Courier-Journal long has : 

held a respected posi t ion both in and out of the 
religious publ icat ions f ie ld . A good, deal of that 
success is owed to Thomas H OiConnor who 
died last week Mr O'Connor so to i led through 
*5 years ot thick and thin that when he ret ired 
some 10 w a r s ago he was able to pass on $ 
bright and \ ibrant tore h to his sue c essors 

I hough A in.in ot varied interests, he was 
prmcipa lK a newspaperman and in his 
ret irement w a r s maintained contact w i t h ' 
present staffers, o t ter ing helpfu l advice and 
valuable tips A,s capable as an\ who labor in 
this compl ica ted, of ten frenetic f ie ld. Mr 
O C onnoi nevertheless managed to mainta in a 
uentilitv. ot manner and serenity ot spirit that 
rubbed off on al l his endeavors and greatlv 
en ha in ed the image ot the new spa per he served 

I humas H ( ) ( onnor was a gent leman ot the 
o ld school and lie w i l l be missed b\ all who 
bel ieve that accuracv is more important than 
gossip, that there is indeed vir tue in t ru th and 
t ru th in v i r tue, and that a sense of humor can be 
therapeutic in <m of ten abrasive business 

Opinion 
Missionaries 
Send Thanks 
Editor: 

Today, as we four Sisters 
of Mercy of Rochester 
returned from the airport 
with Sister Anna Cleason, a 
Sister of Mercy from 
Australia who valiantly 
comes ready to adjust, not 
only to the Chilean culture 
and the Spanish language, 
but to American ways of 
living and speaking the 
English language, we 
stopped at the post office 
for our mail. How fitt ing it 
was to find the Courier-
Journal in the box with the 
excellent pictures and 
stories of the Sisters of St. 
Joseph who work on the 
other side of this continent 
and the mission insert 
appealing for all of the 
diocesan mission efforts. 

This is a perfect day to 
say thanks for so many 
things to so many people. 
Thanks to Bishop Joseph L. 
Hogan who undertook such 
an arduous journey through 
Selma, Panama, Bolivia, 
Chile and Brazil with 
Fathers Michael Cpnboy, 
Edward Golden, Louis 
Hohman and Joseph 
Reinhart as well as the 
genial and diligent manager 
of the Courier-Journal 
Anthony Costello gets a 
f i r s t -c lass ra t i ng for 
photography as well as for 
patience and perseverance 
as he sought to record just 
the right situations. We 
thank all of these com­
patriots who made their 
three days here a most 
enjoyable interlude for us 
who know that they have 
finished their journey more 
convinced than ever that 
the" Catholic Church is a 
missionary church which 
must be intensely and daily 
concerned for the poor of 
the world. 

Abundant thanks to all 
the diocesans who have 
supported the Rochester 
missionaries and the people 
for w h o m we work for the 
past nine years; and a 
special thank you to those 
w h o con t r ibu ted to this 
year's appeal. M it weren't 
for the generosity of all of 
you , we w o u l d not be able 
to be here ourselves, let 
alone help the people in 
their dire need. 

But there are so many 
people in the Rochester 
diocese who are suffering 
themselves for want of 
f inancia l security who 
would like to be a part of 
the missionary outreach. We 
hope that they know that 
financial support, necessary 
as it is, is nothing without 
the spiritual power we 
receive through the prayers 
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of our friends, relatives and 
fellow-diocesans who lift 
our people and us who serve 
them to the Lord. On our 
part, we gratefully present 
t h e m and a l l our 
benefactors to the Lord 
confident of His blessing 
upon them. 

To the Lord of the Harvest 
we give thanks for having 
called us to work in His 
harvest, a wonde r f u ' 
privilege and opportunity to 
know and to grow to love so 
many of his forgotten and 
n e g l e c t e d sons and 
daughters. Thanks go to 
Him also for responding to 
our prayers for more 
workers. Just as Sister Anna 
has come to us today, and 
Sister Kay Schwenzer will 
rejoin us next month after 
having completed her 
language studies and her 
visit with her family and 
fr iends, so also wi l l two 
more Sisters from Rochester 
soon begin work in Chile. 

As we end our litany of 
thanks, we make just one 
appeal: that all the people 
of the Rochester diocese 
and beyond forbid them­
selves to be blinded to the 
fact that much injustice in 
the world exists because 
good people allow their 
power fu l and sel f ish 
compatriots to influence 
American legislation in such 
a way that citizens of un­
derdeveloped countries 
suffer. May all persons 
reading this become aware 
of what is going on in a 
silent, hidden fashion, and 
may they voice clearly their 
dissent. 

One final word of ap­
preciation — we associate 
with many missionaries and 
know of no group in Chile 
that receives the strong 
diocesan backing that we 
do, and the others marvel 
upon hearing of it. May your 
hearts be filled with the 
peace and joy that comes of 
extending the bread of the 
Good News to hungry 
brothers and sisters. 

The Sisters of Mercy 
Janet Caufield, 

Jane Kenrick, 
Janet Korn, 

Margaret Mungovan 
Casilla 17003 

Santiago 8 Chile 

Death Penalty 
Opposed 
Editor: 

We are alarmed that our 
state legislators say they 
have not heard from people 
opposed to the death 
penalty and that Gov. 
Carey's office reported that 
the latest count of mail on 
the death penalty was 973 in 
favor, 124 against. 

We wish to formally 
register our opposition to 
the death penalty and urge 
others who hold this opinion 
to make their views known 
immediately to their state 
legislator ofoto Gov. Carey 
in support of his stance 
against the death penalty. 

We believe with the U.S. 
bishops, who have taken a 
moral stand against capital 
punishment, that it detracts 
from life. Their stand is 
consis tent w i t h thei r 
positions against abortion 
and euthanasia 

Our reasoning is in line 
with the views expressed in 
a recent issue ot MORE, 
O f f i c e ot H u m a n 
Development Newletter, 
from which we quote 

"The lives of all persons, 
even those who have 
committed heinous crimes, 
are sacred. To execute 
someone denies the sanctity 
of life and legitimizes 
violence as a solution to 
human problems. Secondly, 
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HERE COMES A NEW QUOTATION FROM 
ANPREW GREELEV/* 

empirical studies strongly 
indicate that the death 
penalty is ineffective as a 
deterrent to murder, and 
that it is objectionable to 
kill one person in order to 
instruct or caution another. 
Thirdly, the avai lable 
evidence demonstrates that 
capital punishment has 
been most frequently used 
against racial minorities and 
the poor, who have little 
power or none at all in this 
society. Finally, executions 
are officially imposed acts 
of revenge, as violent as the 
acts they are designed to 
punish and deter. To involve 
the court system and prison 
system in such violence 
degrades the American 
judicial process and all 
e f f o r t s t o w a r d t he 
rehabilitation of offenders. 
Reliance upon the death 
penalty obscures, the true 
causes of crime and 
distracts attention from the 
effective means to reduce it. 
And once a person is 
executed, it is done forever. 
It is irreversible; society 
cannot restore to life a 
person. Only God can 
because He is the source of 
life." 

For these reasons we 
strongly oppose the death 
penalty. 

Members of Mercy and 
Justice Committee, Sisters 

of Mercy of Rochester 
Sister Sheila Geraghty, Sister 
Karen Kenrick, Sister Elaine 
Kolesnik, Sister M. Claude 
Loeb, Sister Ma r l ene 
McQueeney, Sister Mary 
Edwardine Weaver, Sister 

Mary Wintish 

Newspaperman 
'Man of Faith9 

Editor: 

May I express tribute -
not only for myself but for 
what I know to be hundreds 
of others - to the memory of 
Thomas H. O'Connor, whose 
death May 31 took him 
forever f rom his nat ive ci ty, 
on which he left an indelible 
mark'' 

Tom and I had been 
friends for four decades. 
Space here will not indulge 
the many p r a i s e w o r t h y 
adiertives which would 
describe him In summary: 
he admirably fu l f i l l ed his 
life's vocation as an un­
swerving man of faith, as 
lather of a family and as a 
newspaperman We are a. 
better community because 
he was among us for the last 
83 years . s 

Courier-Journal readers 
should know that Tom gave 
untold extra hours of time 
and effort to keep this paper 
alive - at times sacrificing a 

paycheck so that it might 
keep a publishing schedule. 

T h r o u g h it a l l he 
remained unpretentious -
with a simplicity often 
associated with the lives of 
the saints. 

In chorus with his friends: 
"Peace be with you, Torn! 
Wel l done! You have 
merited the reward which 
God wil l grant you " 

"May the angels lead him 
into Paradise - may the 
martyrs await his coming. 
May his soul rest in peace " 

Arthur P. Farren 
559 Arnett Blvd. 

Rochester, N.Y. 14619 

School 
Praises 
RapAround 
Editor: 

I wish to congratulate 
Joan M. Smith and the staff 
of t h e Cou r i e r - Jou rna l 
RapAround section for the 
first prize youth coverage 
award of the Catholic Press 
Association. 

I find, and I think the 
faculty and students of 
Cardinal Mooney High 
School f ind, that section of 
thev Courier-Journal in­
teresting and informative. 
RapAround is indeed a 
unique contribution to the 
diocesan weekly. 

It is with a sense of ap­
p r e c i a t i o n t h a t I 
acknowledge the con­
tribution of RapAround. The 
youth of the Rochester 
diocese can be very proud 
of their section of the 
Courier-Journal. 

Brother Edward 
O'Connell, CSC 

Assistant Principal -
Director of Studies 

Cardinal Mooney 
High School 

800 Maiden Lane 
Rochester, N. Y. 

More Letters 
On Page 7 
Letters intended for 

publication must be addressed 
to Opinion, Courier-Journal, 67 
Chestnut St., Rochester, N.Y. 
14604. 

They should be no longer 
than 1""1/2 pages, typed 
double-spaced, with names 
and addresses. The paper 
reserves the right to edit all 
letters. 
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