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I t is a safe bet that the 
people who lead the 
American Catholic church 
are not thinking much about 
the next vacancy on the 
Supreme Court. Every time 
there is a new vacancy orv 
the bench the Church seems 
to be caught by surprise. 
Blacks, Jews, women and 
environmentalists quickly 
have a fix on where the 
potential appointees stand 
and take vigorous public 
positions on the candidates. 

The Church manages to 
get itself organized a couple 
of days after the ap
pointment has been ap
proved by the Senate. Thus 
Mr. Justice Brennan, the 
holder of the a l leged 
"Catholic seat" on the court 
was approved a long time 
ago, and the Church seems 
quite content that there is a 
justice with an Irish name, 
despite the fac t that 
Brennan has voted against 
the Catholic position on 
every major issue that has 
come down' the pike — 
abortion. Catholic schools, 
pornography, anti-Catholic 
quotas. 

You will not catch Mr. 
Justice Marshall ever voting 
against the black position. 
He knows why he's on the 
court; and if he forgets it, 
the blacks of the country 
wiLLJet hjm know. 

Another justice was well-
known as an anti-Catholic in 
his home town. He refused 
to attend the wedding or 
reception when his daughter 
married a Catholic. This fact 
was known by the bishop of 
his diocese and by the 
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national leadership of -the 
Church, but no attempt was 
made to challenge his 

.appointment He has since 
written some bitterly anti-
Catholic opinions. 

,^*n -you imagine blacks 
sitting still for a" justice'who 
would not go to a wedding 
where the groom was black? 

I am amazed that the 
hierarchy will go to the m a t ' 
with presidential candidates 
on abort ion when the 
president has Httle effect on 
e i t h e r c o n s t i t u t i o n a l 
amendments or court 
decisions but will then pay 
no attention to court ap
pointments when these 
appointments are of critical 
importance to the abortion 
issue. 

When the "Catholic seat" 
b e c o m e s v a c a n t , t h e 

campaign against a Catholic 
justice will be very strong. 
The pro-abortion and anti-
Catholic .school pressure 
groups w i l l p r o b a b l y 
demand veto power on a 
C a t h o l i c a p p o i n t e e . " 
President Carter, who does 
not 3eem to like Catholics 
very much, will quickly 
argue that there is no such 
thing as a "Catholic seat" 
and that the vacancy should 

• be filled by the 
qualif ied" person. 

'best 

And they will ge t 'away 
with it. The bishops don't 

. know how to fight. 

So the "Catholic seat" 
will be lost without a fight, 
and the bishops wi l l go right 

. ahead with useless cam
paigns on October Sundays. 

And Everyone will be 
.happy. 
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The Godson 
T h e e ighth grade o f St. M a r y O u r M o t h e r , Horseheads, 
w r o t e their o w n rend i t ion of " T h e G o d f a t h e r " , and 
presented i t recent ly in t h e school . T i t l e d " G o d s o n , " 
the c o m e d y e n d e d w i t h t h e Godson and his group of 
thugs i n pr ison. T h e p lay was d i rec ted by the e ighth 

grade teacher , Miss Ar l ine Carape l la . 
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Prestige makes banking 
at Columbia better than 

one 
_ is only 

reasons why. 

i 
Free Checking 

A Prestige Savings Account, no matter what the 
balance, entitles you to a totally free Prestige 
Checking Account. 

2 
Statement Savings with a 
built-in Money Manager 

Earn 51/4% from day-of-deposit to day-of-withdrawal. 
All transactions are itemized on one quarterly 
statement (monthly, if you have Prestige Checking). 
And your Prestige Money Manager book makes daily 
record-keeping easier, too / 

3 
Phone-for-Funds Transfer 

Surplus checking funds can earn interest. Call and 
tell us! Columbia will transfer the amount you 
authorize ($50 or more) from your checking account 
to your Prestige Statement Savings Account. Putting 
money back into your checking account is just as easy. 

4 
Auto-Chek 

Call on Columbia once to specify the amount and 
frequency you'd like money transferred from your 
checking account to your Statement Savings Account. 
Columbia does the rest automatically so you're 
saving regularly. 

5 
Free Travelers' Checks 

As a Prestige customer you're entitled to an unlimited 
amount of First National City Bank Travelers' Checks 
at no service charge. 

Out-of-Town Emergency Cash 
Short of funds while you're out of town?.Now you * 
can make emergency withdrawals (up to $200 every 
7 days) from your own Columbia account. Just stop 
in at any of the more than 2400 participating Prestige 
institutions located more than 50 miles from home. 

7. 
Safe Deposit Box 

As a Pres t ige c u s t o m e r a safe d e p o s i t b o x is a v a i l a b l e 
t o y o u at n o c h a r g e w h e n y o u m a i n t a i n a $ 5 , 0 0 0 
savings account balance. 

8 
Prestige Card 

Your personalized Prestige card paves the way to all 
the important services you're entitled to receive at 
Columbia Banking and at any of the other participating 
Prestige institutions nationwide. 
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