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We must meditate again on the paschal mystery.

We will never be able to end our “Way of the Cross”

without perceiving its universal and perennial value,
that is, without connecting the Passion of the Lord
and his resurrection with the fate of mankind, with the
relationship they have with our
salvation. It is not enough to be
present at the scene of the
evangelical events, which regard
the divine Person of Christ, and let
~his heart-rending. and then
triumphant story move us and
. fascinate us, as may happen before
a Greek tragedy or an impressive
play or film, but which does not
concern us personally; it is
necessary to grasp the connection
that the story of Jesus’ death and
return to life has with our
existence. The paschal mystery is
nothing but the work of Redemp-
tion, according to the Father’s ineffable plan, carried
out by Jesus Christ in the Holy Spirit. See, for example
the first chapter of the letter of St. Paul to the
Ephesians.

This is a very important observation. We are not
just spectators of the events that concluded the Lord’s
temporal life and opened up a new form of-ultra-
temporal life for Him; we are involved in the drama of
Christ, whether we like it or not. It has a sacrificial
meaning. That is, Christ suffered for us; he rose again
for us. St. Paul applies Christ’s sacrifice to himself. He
loves me,” he writes, “and gave himself for me.”” And,
everyone can say the same thing for himself, “Christ,
our paschal lamb has been sacrificed.” The Apostle’s
thought, in fact, goes on to associate the fate of a
follower of Christ, baptized in Christ Jesus, to that of

Christ; We were “buried with him,” and “raised up-

with him.” It is not a question of a mere figure of
speech, it is a question of fusion, an incorporation of
our life with that of Christ. ’

The meritorious cause of our justification, Christ a
victim on the cross, he become an exemplary cause

Wednesday, May 18, 1977

How many things, how much doctrine still remains

for our Christian formation! But even limiting our
thought to these few, but fundamental truths, we can
ask ourselves if they are really present in our con-
scious attitudes as true Christians, such as we should
all rightfully claim to be!

First and foremost, the resolution to have with
Christ a “communion,” a friendship, a confidence,
such as we so easily — and how lucky we are — grant
ourselves by often approaching Holy Eucharist: yes,
we must live with him, of him for him; but this implies
that he is really the inspirer of our new, that is,
Christian mentality, our vital “Bread,” which

jeast consistent with cohabitation which Christ has
deigned to establish in us, with the faith and with the
sacraments which come to us from him.

This means that the Pasch, that is the thought of this
mystery, the commitment it entails, the joy.of which it
is the source, the energy for good that derives from it,
must remain in us, and urge the steps of our spirt
along the path of Christian life, which winds upwards
in the days following Easter itself and which prepares
us for the final meeting with him Christ thexLord

So may it be for all of you, with our Apostilic
Blessing.
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and a life-bringing principle with his resurrection. And Pope, ArCthShOP Slgn Dfec laratu_m

it is useless to maintain that this divine, cosmic,’ Pope Paul VI and the Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. churchmen discussed mixed marriage and a common
anthropological vision is the fruit of Paulls genius, Donald Coggan, sign a joint declaration in the Vatican sharing of the Eucharist, and pledged greater efforts
when we already find it expressed in one of St. Reter’s April 29 at the conclusion of their meetings. The toward unity. (RNS)
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