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Editorial 

The Missions . . . 
$o Little, 

* ' . * - * • , . ' - < • . -

! So Much 
Next Siiiridaylsihe aftunual Diocesan Missions 

Sunday when collections go to helping missions 
s u p p o r t e d b y t h e d i o c e s e , n o t o n l y in L a t i n 
A m e r i c a a n d S e l m a , A l a . , b u t a l s o in i m 
p o v e r i s h e d a reas in o u r o w n d i o c e s e . 

fn the1 pas t , d i o c e s a n s h a v e a l w a y s b e e n 
g e n e r o u s w i t h t h e m iss ions , b u t th i s y e a r a 
p e r s o n a l t r i p b y B i s h o p J o s e p h L. H o g a n has 
b r o u g h t i n t o s h a r p f o c u s t h e e x t r a o r d i n a r y w o r k 
b e i n g d o n e b y m iss i one rs a m i d s t t h e m o s t 
d e p r e s s i n g c o n d i t i o n s . . 

A n t h o t i y J . C p s t e l l o , t h e g e n r a l m a n a g e r o f t h e 
C o u r i e r - j o u r n a l w a s a m o n g t h o s e m a k i n g t h e 
t o u r w i t h B i s h o p H o g a n , a n d t h e rest o f th is 
e d i t o r i a l is, his p e r s d n a f r e f l e c t i o n o n t h e 
m iss ions . 

" I c a n ' t h e l p f e e l i n g t h a t t h e p e o p l e , m a i n l y 
t h e c h i l d r e n , t h a t w e saw h a v e so v e r y l i t t l e a n d 
y e t so m u c h . So l i t t l e m a t e r i a l l y b u t so m u c h in 
l o v e - t o o n e a n o t h e r . H o w o f t e n d o y o u see 
c h i l d r e n s i t t i n g t o g e t h e r w i t h t h e i r a r m s a r o u n d 
e a c h o ther 's ] s h o u l d e r s , o r w a l k i n g h a n d in hand? 
W h e r e v e r t h e m iss i one rs w e n t t h e y w o u l d b e 
g r e e t e d w i t H j o y f u l hugs . 

i 
" I rea l i ze ; t h e s t o r y o f t h e m i s s i o n s a n d t h e 

p e o p l e s e r v e d is n o t a n e w r e v e l a t i o n . W e a l l 
k n e w we . h a v e m iss i one rs w o r k i n g in S e l m a , i n 
B r a z i l , i n C h i l e , i n B o l i v i a a n d t h a t t h e i r w o r k is 
c o m m e n d a b l e . 

" B u t y o u d o n ' t ge t t h e actua; l f e e l i n g o f w h a t 
t h e y ' r e d o i n g a n d h o w m u c h i t m e a n s u n t i l y o u 
see i t . 

" I k n o w t h a t m y e x p e r i e n c e in t o u r i n g t h e 
m iss i ons w i l l a f f e c t m y l i f e a n d w i l l c o n t i n u e t o 
i n f l u e n c e m e a n d m y f a m i l y a n d t h o s e a r o u n d 
m e . 

" H o p e f u l l y t h i s n e w s p a p e r w i l l d o m o r e t o 
p r o m o t e t h e c a u s e o f t h e m iss ions . 

" F o r i n s t a n c e , in th is e d i t i o n y o u c a n r e a d o f 
six f a m i l i e s w h o l i ve u n d e r a b r i d g e - I saw 
c h i l d r e n a n d p igs s h a r i n g t h e s a m e p l a t e o f f o o d . 

" H o w c a n these peopJe be he lped? W e l l , $200 
w i l l b u y a p i e c e o f l a n d f o r a f a m i l y . A n o t h e r 
$400 w i l l b u i l d t h e m a house . N o t m u c h by o u r 
s t a n d a r d s b u t by the i r s i t m i g h t as w e l l b e a 
m i l l i o n d o l l a r s . Un less w e h e l p , t h e y ' l l neve r ge t 
o u t f r o m u n d e r t h e b r i d g e . 

" W h e n y o u see c h i l d r e n w i t h s t o m a c h s 
d i s t e n d e d by w o r m s a n d ask w h y , t h e s is ters 
i n f o r m y o u t h a t a m a j o r r eason is c o n t a m i n a t e d 
d r i n k i n g w a t e r . Y o u l e a r n a b o u t a f i l t e r w h i c h 
w i l l e l i m i n a t e t h e w o r m s f r o m t h e w a t e r . I t cos ts 
$ 1 0 - a f i g u r e o u t o f t h e q u e s t i o n f o r t h e f a m i l i e s 
w h o o f t e n c a n ' t c o m e u p w i t h a f e w p e n n i e s f o r 
s o m e r i ce . 

" J u s t t h i n k o f i t - $10 , t h e cos t o f a n e w sh i r t , 
o r a d a t e , o r a h a i r d o 

" N o , I w o n ' t b e t h e s a m e a n d I h o p e th is , 
n e w s p a p e r w o n ' t b e t h e same . I h o p e o u r readers 
w o n ' t be t h e s a m e a f t e r r e a d i n g a n d see ing t h e 
a c c o u n t s o f t h e v i s i t a t i o n s o f t h e b i s h o p a n d 
pr ies ts w h o v i s i t e d t h e miss ions . O u r f e e l i n g is 
d i f f e r e n t t o w a r d s m i ss i ona r i es , o u r f e e l i n g is 
d i f f e r e n t t o w a r d t h e m iss ions , o u r f e e l i n g is 
d i f f e r e n t t o w a r d o u r f e l l o w h u m a n be ings w h o 
h a v e so l i t t l e a n d so m u c h . 

" R e f l e c t i o n s - t h e r e a re so m a n y . T h e t w o 
sisters w h o t u r n e d t h e i r c o n v e n t o v e r t o a l a rge 
a n d n e e d y f a m i l y a n d w e n t t o l i ve in a t w o - r o o m 
house, with an outhouse and outside well. Our 
o w n pr ies ts w h o e s t a b l i s h e d a pa r i sh in LaPaz 
a n d w h o l i v e d u n d e r c o n d i t i o n s w h i c h m o s t o f us 
w o u l d f i n d i m p o s s i b l e . 

" W e a l l c a n ' t g o a n d t o be h o n e s t I r e a l l y 
didn't want to. But if I can relate to my family, 
m y f r i e n d s a n d reade rs o f th is n e w s p a p e r w h a t I 
l e a r n e d t h e n in t h e f u t u r e w h e n y o u see a p i c 
t u r e o f a c h i l d , s t o m a c h d i s t e n d e d by w o r m s or 
hunge r , a n d y o u p a y a l i t t l e m o r e a t t e n t i o n , t h e n 
it w i l l h a v e b e e n w o r t h i t . 

" N e x t w e e k e n d w h e n y o u use y o u r m i s s i o n 
e n v e l o p e s t h i n k o f t h e m i s s i o n a r i e s p e r f o r m i n g 
t h e i r tasks a t t h e s a m e t i m e p r i n c i p a l l y 
s p r e a d i n g t h e G o s p e l o f t h e L o r d b u t a l so 
h e l p i n g so m a n y d e s t i t u t e p e o p l e t o h e l p 
t h e m s e l v e s m a i n t a i n t h e i r d i g n i t y - t o g e t b u t 
f r o m u n d e r t h e b r i d g e . " 

T Opinio^ 
Call to Action] 
'False Teaching9 

Ed i t o r 

St. Bernard's seminary is 
b e c o m i n g a b r e e d i n g 
ground fo r far ou t l iberal 
seminary students, radical 
and dissident priests who 
openly oppose Pope Paul's 
dec lara t ion banning women 
f r o m the pr iesthood, and 
they c o u l d ; have learned 
m u c h f r om the example set 
by our beloved Bishop 
Kearney in obedience. In 
add i t ion - the Rochester 
Roman Cathol ic diocese 
headed by Bishop Hogan 
and his far ou t l iberal priests 
and nuns w h o quest ion the 
C h u r c h ' s a u t h o r i t y is 
d iscouraging to young men 

with an interest in the 
pr iesthood w h o are fear fu l 
of the excessive l iberal ism 
wh ich is prevalent in our 
seminaries and churches. 

Decisions on ce l ibacy and 
women ' s o r d i n a t i o n are 
endlessly debated by our 
bishop, Father A twe l l and 
other radical priests and 
nuns and students of St. 
Bernard's Seminary as if i t is 
up t o the debaters to decide 
these quest ions. 

The "Ca l l t o A c t i o n " was 
a false and misleading 
teaching and con t ro l l ed by 
r a d i c a l e l e m e n t s , w h o 
always have the ear of the 
Pres>. I t rep resen ts a 
m ino r i t y and was no t real ly 
power fu l at a l l , and its 
supporters have lost the 
respect o f members of the 
Roman Catho l ic Church. 

W h o shou ld know better 
w h a t the Bible says than the 
men on a Bib l ica l Com
mission appo in ted by the 
Pope himself. But being an 
" e x p e r t " on the Bible en
t i t les no one to say f ina l l y 
wha t the wo rd of God does 
or does not a l low. The 
judgment belongs to the 
magister ium of the Church, 
wh i ch takes accoun t of 
human judgment , but* is 
s u p e r i o r t o i t . B ishop 
Hogan's repeatedly tak ing a 
stand d i f ferent f r om the 
Pope on ly brings anguish to 
himself and discord to 
Roman Cathol ics. 

Does not c o m m o n sense 
te l l us that Christ keeps his 
promise t o abide w i t h his 
C h u r c h ? I n s t e a d o f 
f o l l ow ing wha t "exper ts " 
say, does i t not make sense 
to f o l l ow ONLY wha t the 
Holy Father chooses, ou t of 
the fulness of his knowledge 
and l ight, t o te l l us? In these 
d i f f i cu l t days, should we not 
c l ing t o his every word , 
know ing that the holiness of 
the Church and the promise 
of Christ sustain him? One 
great message comes f rom 
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al l authent ic sources t o the 
people of our t imes: "Fo l low 
the Holy Father!" 

Joseph Barberio 
239 August ine St. 

Rochester, N.Y. 14614 

Mission Future 
Needs 'Action9 

Editor: 

jef f , age 23/ is f rom 
England; Mary and Sally, 
also in their early 20's, are 
f rom the U.S. They're among 
the some 200 evangelical 
Christ ian missionaries wi th 
whom I'm studying Spanish. 
I'm an "over 30", and the 
only Cathol ic 

The other day I spent 2 1/2 
hours a l lowing myself to be 
gri l led by Jeff, Mary and 
Sally about the Church. 
Their questions revealed a 
tremendous ignorance of 
Cathol ic doctr ine, which 
they faci lely reject. After 
our session they remarked 
w i t h n e w - f o u n d a p 
p r e c i a t i o n f o r t h i n g s 
Cathol ic that others at the 
language school should 
have the same opportuni ty. 

In fact, many other 
Christian missionaries to 
Latin America are not as 
o p e n m i n d e d as these 
youngsters proved \ to be. 
Curiously, it has proven to 
be an advantage to the 
v a r i o u s s e c t s a n d 
denominat ions work ing in 
the Latin American vineyard 
to avoid dialogue w i th the 
Cathol ic Church. It seems 
that the more doctr inaire 
groups are the very ones 
w h o are e n j o y i n g the 
greates t g r o w t h here, 
caus ing jus t i f i ab le ner
vousness on the part of 
Latin hierarchies (see the 
E q u a d o r e a n s B i s h o p s ' 
statement of several months 
ago). 

The at t i tude of these 
successful but doctr inaire 
proselytizers parallels that 
of those Catholics in the 
U.S. who are opposing, as if 
they came f rom the Devil 
h i m s e l f , t h e R e c o m 
mendations made by the 
Detro i t Call To Act ion 
Conference (which I at
tended as an observer). I've 
even heard that petit ions 
are making the rounds 
wh ich religious are signing, 
asking the Bishops to reject 
the Conference wholesale. 

This tact ic might well 
work . Over -s impl i f i ca t ion 
has its appeal everywhere. 
In l i ke manner , Lat in 
Amer i can Cathol ics are 
being persuaded to abandon 
their Church because they 
are scandalized by a single 
pract ice or doctr ine, often 
misunders tood to begin 
wi th . 

If the Call to Act ion is 
rejected, who wi l l answer 
for those many, many ex
cellent recommendations, 
say, in the " H u m a n k i n d " 
section, that wi l l direct ly 
af fect our mission work for 
the next 5-10 years' Let the 
naysayers offer us alter
natives 

Bernard Survi l , 
3 Apartado 10240,. 

San Jose, Costa Rica 

P.S. I've worked in L.A. for 
3 years and was one of the 9 
priests expelled f rom El 
Salvador in February, 1977. 

St. Mary's 
Cooperates 
Editor: 

T h e D e m o c r a t & 
Chronicle in an edi tor ia l 
(Apri l 9. 1977) commented 
that St. Mary's Hospital had 
responded to the proposed 

merger " c o n c e p t " presented 
by the Monroe-L iv ingston 
Hospi ta l Planning C r o u p in 
a more negative way and 
"seemed to ref lect a fear 
that the u l t imate result o f 
any hospital merger w o u l d 
be the loss of its d is t inc t ly 
Cathol ic ident i ty " . In a 
recent art ic le appear ing in 
the Cathol ic weekly. Tw in 
Circle, (Apri l 24,1977), Msgr. 
James P. Cassidy, Ph.D., the 
Director of the Depar tment 
of Heal th and Hospitals, 
Cathol ic Charit ies of the 
New York A r c h d i o c e s e 
a d d r e s s e d t h i s v e r y 
question. 

Msgr. Cassidy stated that 
: he was "wor r ied about the 

f e d e r a l g o v e r n m e n t ' s 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n o f 
' regional izat ion ' by t ry ing to 
merge hospitals and ser
vices. This cou ld put an end 
to Cathol ic and vo lun ta ry 
hospitals. The plan if im
plemented wou ld k i l l the 
incentive for good heal th 
care." He also po in ted ou t 
the dif ference between a 
Catholic and non-Cathol ic 
hospital by saying that " t h e 
Cathol ic hospital , though it 
meets the same medica l 
standards and qua l i f i ca t ions 
for its staff as others, em
braces a phi losophy wh ich 
involves the moral . and 
ethical directives of the 
bishops . . . the awareness 

of the digni ty of l i f e . " 

In the area of heal th 
c o s t s , M s g r . C a s s i d y 
commented : " T h e ma in 
reason why costs rise is 
because people are l iv ing 
longer and need more 
health care. But something 
must be done to lower costs. 
By 1980, health care w i l l be 
the largest industry in the 
country . " 

St. Mary's Hospi ta l is 
cooperat ing w i th all area 
hospitals in planning for the 
future and it is concerned 
that a dist inct ly Cathol ic 
hospital should cont inue its 
miss ion in Roches te r , 
part icular ly when f rom a 
purely material ist ic point of 
view, its per d iem rate is one 

%of the lowest. Need more be 
'said? 

Richard J. B rzus tow icz , 
M .D . 

909 W. Ma in St. 
Rochester, N.Y. 14611 

Don 

Boycott 
'Nasty Habits9 

Editor: 

Every so of ten the f i l m 
industry strikes a new low. 

I refer to the f i l m , 
Passover Plot, wh ich ac
cuses Jesus and His Apostles 
o f f a l s i f y i n g C h r i s t ' s 
resurrection. 

Now we have a new f i l m , 
which direct ly assaults the 
C a t h o l i c r e l i g i o n . The 
movie, Nasty Habits, tel ls 
the story of a nun who turns 
her convent in to a love 
abbey for priests and nuns. 

Nothing is sacred. This is 
the highest fo rm of ant i -
Cathol ic b igot ry . I am 
asking that al l r ight- th inking 
people, inc luding Cathol ics 
and Protestants and Jews, 
boycot t this f i lm . 

If this f i lm comes t o 
Rochester , a v i g o r o u s 
protest should be made to 
the theater showing it. 

is**: 

0B 
Editor: 

Unit 

I w ish t o express my 
concern t h a t the Finger 
Lalkes H e a l t h Systems 
Agency wants an obstetrical 
un i t in Chemung County t o . 
close. 

For some t ime now; as a 
nujrse, I have been observing 
th£ pressure brought to bear 
on| St. Joseph's Hospital. | 
have heard the anger and 
f r u s t r a t i o n o f expectant 
mothers w h o were s being 
coerced t o go t o the Arnot, 
and the refusal of many to 
do so. Others less forceful 
have gone against their will 
and have fe l t that their 
r ights were being violated. 

St. Joseph 's Hospi ta l 
provides the car ing att itude 
abou t l i fe f r o m conception 
t o dea th tha t many hold 
dear. Certainly at no time is 
l i fe more dear than; at birth. 
Any d o c t o r w i l l te l l jyou that 
the psycho log ica l jstate of 
the expectan t mother is of 
u tmos t impor tance; So why 
is i t be ing undermined? 

i 
A l o n g w i t h the "patients 

r igh ts " issued upon ad
mission t o a hospi ta l should 
be given the guarantee of 
such an impo r tan t service. 

Ida G. Howell 
111 Snake Hi l l Rd. 

Horseheads, N.Y. 14845 

Appreciates 
Old Hymns 
Editor: 

lh reply t o the nice letter 
of Ap r i l 20 by Mrs. Florence 
Oehler : 

I t oo wish they wou ld sing 
the hymns f r om the St. 
Basil's Hymna l . I have one 
of those hymn books. I'm 76 
and I sang them in our litt le 
"French C h u r c h " f rom 1907 
to 1914 wh i le I was at the 
"French Schoo l . " 

Father Notabear t was our 
pastor. 

I s t i l l sing them dai ly from 
this book . D o you think they 
w i l l ever, c o m e back to these 
beau t i f u l hymns? 

Mrs . Leo Krenzer 
R P 3, Box 3207 

Seneca Falls, N.Y. 13148 

Patient 
Reflections 

Editor: 

Sdme peop le in local 
hospi tals have asked me to 
wr i te a piece for their 
re f lec t ion . 

Pat ient Reflect ions 

O h Lord , w h a t is i t that 
keeps me bed-ridden? If it is 
my lack of Faith to accept 
thy w i l l , fo rg ive me. If it is 
my lack of Trust in those 
car ing fo r me, forg ive me. If 
i t is my lack of Chari ty then 
grant me those graces and 
f u l f i l l my blessings. Amen. 

Peter R. Palmeri 
16 Map le Ave. 

Shortsville, N.Y. 14548 

Mrs. H. Pikuet 
460 Chestnut Ridge Rd. 

Rochester, N.Y. 14624 

Editor's note: Nasty Habi ts is 
the f i lm adapta t ion of a 
satire by Catho l ic novel is t 
Mur ie l Spark en t i t l ed The 
Abbess of Crewe. I t lam
poons po l i t i ca l ac t iv i ty by 
placing it in the milieu of a 
convent. 

^Letters intended for 
publication must be addressed 
to Opinion, Courier?Journal, 67 
Chestnut St., Rochester, N.Y. 
14604. 

They should be no longer 
than 1 1/2 pages, typed 
double-spaced, with names 
and addresses. The paper 
reserves the right to edit all 
letters. 

m 


