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By M A R T I N T O O M B S 
Southern Tier Edi tor 

Painted Post—Quest ion
ed at the conc lus ion of the 
first annual meeting of the 
Finger Lakes Hea l th Systems 
Agency (FLHSA) here Apr i l 
19, the FLHSA execut ive 
d i rec to r and a lobbyist for 
the state Hosp i ta ls 
Assoc ia t i on o f f e r e d di f 
fer ing views on the requests, 
by three Catho l ic hospitals 
tha t their obste t r ica l uni ts1 

be exempted f r o m irrt-: 
pending f inanc ia l sanctions. ' 

Msgr. James F. F i tzpatr ick 
lobbyist and senior v ice 
president of the Hospi ta ls : 
Associat ion of New York : 

State, was the featured 
speaker a t t he d i n n e r : 
meet ing. The FLHSA is • 
c u r r e n t l y p r e p a r i n g 
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s t h a t 
some obstet r ica l units and 
other heal th faci l i tes close 
as a cost -cut t ing measure. 
Inc luded in the discussion 
are St. Joseph's, Elmira, St 
James, Horne l l , and St. : 
Mary 's , Rochester. As a 
rel igious-sponsored hospit
a l , S t . J o s e p h ' s has 
reques ted a wa ive r of 
penalt ies so its obstet r ica l 
uni t can remain open. 

Msgr. F i tzpat r ick noted 
that he has not become 
invo lved in the closing of 
obstet r ica l units at Cathol ic 
hospitals. The quest ions are 
local problems, he noted, 
and should be solved by the 
H e a l t h Systems Agency 

involved rather than at the 
state level. The waivers 
cou ld be granted, he said. 

bu t " I don j t know where it is 
n o w . " ' ! 

* An thony M o t t , FLH£A 
execut ive d i rector , p rov ided 
a d i f ferent !v iew, s tat ing thjat 
his group! would not be 
mak ing a ; recommendat ion 
that waivers be granted, if a 
waiver is . granted to1 the 
Catho l ic hospitals, i t w o u l d 
be granted by the state 
Heal th Depar tment , he said. 
W h e n asked if his agericy 
cou ld recommend tha t St. 
Joseph's wjaiver request ;be 
granted, hej commented tha t 
" I w o u l d n6t expect that we 
w o u l d do t h a t . " He callied 
the issues ^involved " m o r a l 
and p o l i t i c a l , " quest ions" 
wh ich the ; agency doesn' t 
deal with^ he said, he 
poin ted o i i t that the f ina l 
decision w i l l be made at the 
state level , and the agency's 
recommendat ions do not 
have to be fo l l owed . 

In his address to tihe 
FLHSA Board of Directors. 
Msgr . F i t z p a t r i c k c o m 
mented on the current 
s i tuat ion of heal th care | in 
New York, and provided! a 
p r e l i m i n a r y l o o k jat 
President Carter's "ca 'p " 
program, designed to put a 
cei l ing on heal th care costs. 

The Hospi ta ls Associat ion 
announced last January that 
they favored shrinkage :of 
the state hospi ta l system, 
Msgr . F i tzpatr fPfc sa id , 
wh ich "shocked peop le . " 
The statement was made,;he 
said, because the s i tuat ion 
was causing a decrease in 
health care quality. 

^ 

MSGR. FITZPATRICK 

He received a d ra f t copy 
of President Carter's heal th 
care legis lat ion the previous 
day, he said. He noted tha t 
the p lan doesn' t yet inc lude 
speci f ic g row th l imi ts, bu t 
nine per cent, w i t h a four 
per cent except ion, have 
been c i t e d . W h i l e the 
program's " i m p a c t is going 
to be very d i f f i c u l t t o 
establ ish, " he noted, " i t 
w o u l d give us a heck of a lot 
more f lex ib i l i t y than we now 
en joy . " 

States that have had a 
cost con ta inment program, 
such as New York, cou ld be 
e x c l u d e d ' f r o m " t h e 
regulations, he noted. He 
e m p h a s i z e d t h a t t h e 
Hospitals Associat ion w i l l 
lobby against an exclusion 
fo r -New York. Current ly the 
state is wo rk ing on a three 
per cent reduct ion in costs, 
he expla ined, and if the rest 
of the count ry has a nine per 
cent g rowth , it w o u l d harm 
heal th care in the state. He 
noted tha t current ly there 
are several posi t ions vacant 
in t e a c h i n g h o s p i t a l s , 
because they are unable to 
a t t rac t qua l i f i ed persons to 

the state. 

Region Demands Notice 
On Future Programs 

B y M A R Y A N N G I N N E R T Y 

A u b u r n — Tl^e Seneca-
Cayuga Regional Assembly 
met Apr i l 18 at Sacred Heart 
Church here for the e lect ion 
of of f icers and a business 
meet ing. 

Fa ther Robe r t R ice , 
regional human develop
ment cha i rman, presented a 
proposal deal ing w i t h the 
problems "that arise when 
mater ia ls on diocesan-level 
projects arr ive too late to be 

u s e f u l or a f t e r pa r i sh 
schedules have been set. 

If we are going to l ink in to 
a program, we wan t . t o do a 
good job, Father Rice said. 
Reference was made to 
annual events wh i ch can be 
an t i c ipa ted in advance. The 
main areas of concern deal t 
w i t h lente'n and Human 
Deve lopment programs. 

T h e r e w a s s o m e 
discussion as to the ap
propriateness of deal ing 

'Grandparents' 

Linda M i t c h e l l shows her grandmother some " o l d coun t ry 
s t o r e " ar t i fac ts du r ing open house at St. Mary 's School , 
A u b u r n . The open house featured "Grandparen ts " as i ts a s s e m b l y a n d p a r i s h 

w i t h this issue at the 
regional level , bu t the 
f o l l o w i n g p roposa l was 
passed by the assembly 

We, the Seneca-Cayuga 
Reg ion , c o n c l u d e t h a t 
h e n c e f o r t h o n l y t hose 
projects and programs of 
diocesan-level wh i ch have 
been adequate ly presented 
at least three months in 
advance w i l l be suppor ted. 
This pertains to al l ac
t i v i t i es . However , th ree 
m o n t h s n o t i c e is no t 
required in emergencies. 

In other assembly ac t ion, 
a q u e s t i o n n a i r e , w a s 
d i -s t r ibu ted a s k i n g f o r 
opinions on the Chrism Mass 
held at St. Mary 's this Lent. 
The results w i l l be eva luated 
by the regional l i tu rgy 
commi t tee . 

A steering commi t tee w i l l 
be fo rmed to consider a 
reg iona l pa r i sh c o u n c i l 
workshop in the fa l l . 

Elected to serve as of
f icers fo r the reg iona l 
assembly are Ms Kathy Fox, 
r e - e l e c t e d a s s e m b l y 
p r e s i d e n t , M s P a t r i c i a 
Delaney, secretary and Ms. 
Barbara Ar thur , treasurer. 
The nomina t ion for v ice 
president was de layed in t i l 
the June meet ing of the 
assembly. 

E l e c t e d t o serve as. 
delegates at large are Mary 
Franchina. A n n Salato and 
Patr ic ia B iacon i 

The June 21 meet ing w i l l 
be a p icnic at St Patr ick's, 
Aurora The event w i l l be 
open to past and present 
members o f the regional 

B inghamton—Our Lady 
of Lourdes Hosp i ta l here has 
received a letter from the 
state Health Department 
stat ing tha t the hospital 's 
request for a waiver of 
sanctions against its ob
stetr ical un i t w i l l be con
sidered. 

St. Joseph's H o s p i t a l , 
Elmira, also has requested a 
waiver of f inanc ia l sanc
t ions so tha t its obstet r ica l 
un i t can remain open, and 
has launched a le t ter-wr i t ing 
campaign t o suppor t its 
request. 

The letter, da ted Apr i l 12, 
was sent to Sister Cera ld ine, 
Lourdes administ rator , by 
Frank D. C i ce ro , M D , 
deputy commissioner of the 
state Hea l th Depar tment , 
e x p l a i n e d Jack Logue , 
Lou rdes ass is tan t a d 
ministrator. The let ter in
fo rmed Sister Cera ld ine that 
the state p lanning com
mi t tee w i l l examine the 
s i tuat ion of the rel igious-
sponsored hospi ta ls ' ob
stetr ical units,: and defer the 
s a n c t i o n s aga ins t the 
hospitals involved " u n t i l the 
issue is reso lved." 

The letter goes on to state 
that -there was "obv ious ly 
no in ten t " by the state 
heal th p lanning commi t t ee 
" t o be d isc r im ina to ry , " and 
that the special pos i t ion of 
the C a t h o l i c h o s p i t a l s 
w o u l d have to be explored 
by the commi t tee . No date 
for a decis ion is speci f ied in 
the letter, Logue reported. 
He noted that the sanctions 
are scheduled to go in to 
ef fect in the B inghamton 
area on Jan. 1 , 1978 — 
Toombs 

FASHION S H O W 

E l m i r a H e i g h t s — A 
fashion show to benef i t the 
Dis t r ic t 15 Special O l y m 
pics, wh i ch includes Tioga, 
Chemung, Schuy ler and 
Steuben count ies, has been 
scheduled for Friday, M a y 
13 at 7:30 p.m. at Edison 
High School . Fashions w i l l 
be p r o v i d e d by l o c a l 
merchants, and mode led by 
Spec ia l O l y m p i c s par
t i c i p a n t s . T i c k e t s a re 
avai lab le f rom par t ic ipants 
or at the door. 

Father William Cosgrove, pastor, and parishioner 
Harry Lambert inspect the new carillon at St. Patrick's, 

Savannah. 

Savannah Honors 
Rather Coonan 

By MARY A N N GINNERTY 

An electr ic car i l lon , a set 
o f s t a t i o n a r y b e l l s 
programmed to play music, 
and a portrait of Father John 

"V. Coonan,' were" ded ica ted 
in his m e m o r y a t St. 
Patrick's Church, Savannah, 
on Apr i l 17. 

Fa ther C o o n a n , w h o 
served as pastor of i St. 
Patrick's and St. John the 
Evange l i s t , C l y d e , d i e d 
Sept.7, 1976 as he was 
prepar ing to ce lebrate Mass. 

The car i l lon w i l l p lay at 
12 and 6 p.m. da i ly and 
three t imes every Sunday 

morning. The fo rma l por
t r a i t was d o n a t e d by 
P h o t o g r a p h e r s T w o , in 
Newark, and w i l l hang in the 
church. 

• - -Dur ing—the- . -ded ica t ion ' 
Father William Cosgrove, i 
pastor, and - f a t h e r Ralph ! 
Fraats, associate, gave the ; 

" w e l c o m i n g p r a y e r a n d j 
B e n e d i c t i o n . J o s e p h 
Kolczynsk i . chairperson of j 
the fund raising commi t tee , j 
a n d H a r r y L a m b e r t , 
president of the parish j 
advisory board, spoke abou t I 
Father Coonan. 

Father Coonan had served I 
as pastor of bo th parishes ! 

since 1961 ! 

Tuition Charges, 
Budget Approved 
For Chemung Schools 

E l m i r a — T h e C h e m u n g 
County General Educat ion 
Board approved a budget 
and tu i t i on charges for 1977-
78 in the shortest board 
meet ing of the year Apr i l 14. 

The $564,000 budget was 
a p p r o v e d w i t h o u t a 
d issent ing v o t e . Schoo l 

. theme. ^ g u n c j l s , 

Newland 
To Speak 

Corn ing — M a r y Reed 
Newland , wr i ter , te lev is ion 
personal i ty and mother o f 
seven, w i l l speak at St. 
Patr ick's school hal l a t 10 
a.m. Sunday, M a y T. The 
t i t l e of her ta lk is Mary , 
Mo the r o f . Fai th.and O u r 
Lives Today. Mass w i l l be 
ce lebrated a f te rward . 

"Mrs. New land's books 
inc lude The Fami ly and the 
Bible, The Year and O i i r 
Chi ldren, and W e a n d ' O i i r 
Ch i ld ren. She works w i t h the 
A lbany d iocesan O f f i c e o f 
Rel igious Educat ion and has 
a week ly rel ig ious show fo r 

. ch i ld ren jo_n te lev is ion . ~ 

FAMILY P L A N N I N G 

Corning - A class in 
Natural Family Planning is 
scheduled for 2 t o 4:30 p.m. 
Sunday, M a y 1 , a t St. 
Patr ick's. Books w i l l be 
avai lab le . For i n fo rmat ion 
o r r e g i s t r a t i o n : P a t 
Beiswenger, 607-936-4019; 
Barbara Kennedy, 607-936-
3439. 

SOUTHERN TIER NEWS 

Martin Toombs 
Oakwood Terrace B-1 
West 13th St. 
Elmira Heights, N.Y. 14903 
607-732-3371 

AUBURN-GENEVA 
Mary Artf i Ginnerfy 
294 1/2 South Street Road 
Aobom, N.Y. 13021 
315-253-2176 * ! 

system business manager T. 
H. Banks had previously 
reported tha t the pastors of 
a l l the par t i c ipa t ing parishes 
h a d a c c e p t e d t h e 
assessments in the budget. 

The 45 minute meet ing 
marked the conc lus ion of 
the- budget process, wh i ch 
last year took t w o months 
longer, and inc luded the 
closing of a school . 

Tuition charges for next 
year w i l l remain the same as 
for the current year, $50 for 
kindergar ten, $90 for one 
student, $160 for two , and 
$170 for more than two . An 
except ion is the t u i t i on for 
students whose fami l ies are 
not members of a par
t i c i p a t i n g p a r i s h ; t h a t 
charge w i l l increase $25 to 
$600. 

The Finance Commi t t ee 
also repor ted on a request 
f r o m the Personnel Com
mi t tee t h a t funds be made 
ava i lab le fo r a teacher fo r 
s t u d e n t s w i t h l e a r n i n g 
disabi l i t ies. M a t t Fennell 
repor ted tha t the commi t t ee 
w i l l a t t emp t t o f i n d the 
money w i t h i n the budget fo r 
the pos i t ion. 

N. L. 

Corning, N.Y. 
iualUyFurniti 

62 Bridge St. 
Phone 936-8431 


