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C O U R I E R - J O U R N A L Wednesday, Arjril 27 ,1977 

Archbishop Marcos McGrath of Panama gives Bishop Joseph L. Hogan an on-the-spot description of 

Bishop Hogan's Tour: 

The Church in Panama has been work ing to become 
more missionary, evangelist ic, integrated and self-
support ing. 

From 1513 when Santa Mar ia la Ant igua became 
the f irst main land diocese in the Western Hemisphere 
cover ing present-day Panama ai we l l as other parts of 
Central Amer ica, t imes have been poor for Panama. 

Though l inked w i t h such romant ic histor ical f igures 
as Christopher Columbus and the English pirate Henry 
Morgan, the isthmus has been a transient area, 
dependent upon the f lux of trade and wars. In 1821 it 
declared its independence f rom Spain and jo ined the 
Co lombian un ion wh ich also included Venezuela and 
Ecuador. Again the nat ion was neglected and cut off 
f rom the Co lombian government. 

In 1903 it o/ice more declared itself independent, 
this t ime f rom Colombia , and w i th the support of the 
Uni ted States made it stick. Short ly after,the canal 
t reaty was drawn up w i t hou t the par t ic ipat ion of any 
Panamanian and approved in Panama as a condi t ion 
of its independence. 

The economy of Panama for the most part has risen 
and fa l len w i th the fortunes of the canal al though in 
recent years other undertakings such as imports-
exports, banking, and tour ism have changed the 
p ic ture somewhat. For instance, 25 years ago 67 per 
cent of the nation's income derived f rom the canal 
and now only 12 per cent does. Thus, whi le the 
economic aspect of the canal is important iiti current 
discussions as are several other factors, basically what 
is at issue is sovereignty. 

Of the present popu la t ion of more than 1.7 mi l l ion, 
some 600,000 l ive in Panama City, the capi ta l . And 
a l though the per capita income is the th i rd largest in 
Latin Amer ica, it is misleading because peasants in 
the rural areas suffer supreme neglect. 

Archbishop Marcos McGra th who works out of the 
Curia Met ropo l i tano or Archdiocesan Center has been 
the ordinary since 1969. Last week, he to ld a group of 
of f ic ia ls f rom the Rochester diocese that at one t ime 
the whole country had just one bishop but "since the 
Counci l (Vat ican II) there has been movement for 
more pastoral service." 

The center of the issue — the lock 

The papal nuncio to Panama, Father Eduardo Rovira, visits with Bishop Hogan and Ar­
chbishop McGrath. 

Now the count ry is d iv ided into six episcopal 
vicariates, each w i th about 250,000 to 300,000 people 
and each w i th about 10 to 15 parishes. 

"Some of the larger are d iv ided into zones," he 
said, "and meetings are held by zone or v i ca r ia te " 
Religious and lai ty also take part in these con­
ferences. In the past, the priest w o u l d do much of the 
leading but now the ef for t is to get teams to lead 
organized communi t ies of Christians. 

Such teams usually consist of a priest, local lav 
leaders and a small group (two or three) of Religious 
sisters. 

" W e now have aboqt 20 teams of Religious sisters 
in this work , " the archbishop said. 
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A fact sheet about the archdiocfese says that the 
tota l of priests is 176 (135 f r om [abroad) and of 

. Religious sisters 325. Over 70 per cent of both priests 
and sisters are foreign b o r n , and are frequently 
changing since provinces are usual ly for the whole of 
Central America. 

Most priests are in parish work. The percentage 
outside the capi ta l c i t y , , in rura l areas, has doubled 
over the past eight years as pprt o f increased emphasis 
on evangel izat ion-Sisters wforfe'in-schools, asylums, 
social centers but lately there has been a/trend toward 
work w i t h evangel izat ion teams in parishes, both in 
urban and rural settings. 

" W e also have apostol ic movements such as 
cursilros. Christ ian Family Movemen t , charismatic 
groups and Legion o f M a r y , " the archbishop said. 
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