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I D the l ight o f Easter we have been scanning the 
signs of renewal as they appear t o us. One of the most 
impor tan t signs is that more and more people are 
coming t o bel ieve tha t the mission of the Church 
belongs to al l its members. I remember the o ld days 

when Cathol ic Ac t i on was 
def ined as the par t ic ipat ion of 
the lai ty in the apostolate of the 
h ierarchy. The Ecumen ica l 
Council has done away with all 
that and there has emerged a 
very real sense that this mission 
belongs to every Christ ian. We 
see this in so many ways at the 
pract ical level. I t is posi t ively 
amazing t o me as I move about 
the diocese—ift the various in­
st i tut ions . and parishes how 
many of the lai ty have taken the 

in i t iat ive in br inging the teaching and healing and 
goodness of Jesus Christ in to their own part icular 
places and areas of inf luence. They are no longer 
wai t ing to be the adjutants of the hierarchy in carrying 
ou t their mandates but rather now are look ing for the 
hierarchy to be their guides and inspirat ional leaders 
in bu i ld ing a better wor ld . 

One of the places in wh ich this is most evident is in 
the work of the Diocesan Pastoral Counci l . I have 
been more than impressed by the zeal and enthusiasm 
w i th wh ich they seek ou t ways of implement ing the 
Church's mission in the areas of Word , Worship and 
Witness. They do their homework. They consult their 
consti tuencies. They pray fervent ly. And they take 
their b i -monthly meetings seriously. It has been a 
good beginning indeed, and w i l l soon become an 
exemplar, not only for parish counci ls in the diocese, 
bu t perhaps for pastoral counci ls elsewhere in the 
country. 

Other areas of renewal are surfacing too. No t t o o 
many years ago we spoke of the Catholic Church as 

being alone in the Body of Christ. Vat ican Counci l I I 
has taught us tha t the Body of Christ does indeed 
embrace a l l the bapt ized. One of the greatly hopefu l 
signs of renewal in this part icular area is the dia logue 
wh ich is tak ing place between Cathol ic and Angl ican 
theologians and. also Cathol ic and Lutheran 
theologians and Cathol ics and theologians of other 
Christian-faiths, t ry ing t o come t o an understanding of 
where we are in relat ionship t o Jesus Christ. 

No t enough people know that the commissions of 
Cathol ic and Angl ican (Episcopalian) theologians 
have come to substantial agreement on such b j s i c 
doctr ines as the meaning of Ho ly Eucharist, the 
meaning of author i ty and Holy Orders. Cathol ic and 
Lutheran theologians have made notable progress in 
some of these areas. The Ecumenical endeavor is one 
of the most hopefu l signs of renewal in the Church 
today. Every once in a whi le it receives a l i t t le setback 
as it d id recently in the Vat ican statement on non-
ord inat ion of women. But these things need not be 
fought about. They w i l l be resolved because we al l 
bel ieve in the importance of being one in Christ. Just 
before Easter we had a very f ine meet ipg of the 
Cathol ic and Episcopalian clergy for a day of study 
and togetherness. It augurs we l l for our ef for ts toward 
uni ty. I subscribe wholeheartedly t o the ideals of John 
XXIII who bel ieved that whi le there were wide dif­
ferences among the Christian tradi t ions, if we try to be 
understanding, the Ho ly Spirit w i l l take over. 

The f inal sign of renewal I wou ld l ike to bring 
your a t tent ion is the one Father John Cou 
Murray, S.J. brought to the Counci l . I t opened 
many doors and windows that many Cathol ics, cl 
and lai ty feel that the who le Church is fa l l ing a 
For many years Father Murray sponsored the cause 
f reedom of conscience and expression. For centu 
the Church had c lung t o the idea that error had 
rights. And , of course, in the abstract, error has 
rights because it is the opposi te of t ru th and J 
Christ came not only, t o br ing the t ru th - He was 
truth. 
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Christ Is Risen, He Lives, Alleluia! 
The following is the text of the Holy Father's 

Message, Urbi et Orbi , which he delivered from the 
central loggja of St. Peter's Basilica on Easter Sunday. 

To you who are gathered in this assembly place of 
peoples. Saint Peter's Square, and who hear and see us 
direct ly , 

To you who are l inked to this center of d i f fus ion for 
Christ's wo rd and reverently 
receive its l iv ing echo, 

To you throughout the wor ld 
who almost w i t h surprise hear our 
joy fu l message, source of joy, 

Here is our blessed greeting: a 
happy Easter, a happy Easter! 

W h o does not know the meaning 
of this surprising greeting? 

I t proclaims to you t w o won­
derfu l things. The f irst th ing that it 
proclaims to you is that Jesus of 

Nazareth — who was cruc i f ied in Jerusalem under 
Pontius Pilate, Governor of Judea at the t ime of the 
Roman Emperor Tiberius — rose again the th i rd day 
after his death. He t ru ly rose, .opening up a new and 
un l imi ted hor izon for l i fe. Thus he gave witness of 
himself: "There is nothing to fear. I am the First and 
the Last, and the One who lives. Once I was dead but 
now I l ive — for ever and ever. I ho ld the keys of 
Death and Death's doma in . " A new wor ld is 
established; a new way of l iv ing is begun. Christ is 
r isen! Christ l ives! 

The second th ing it proclaims to you is the universal 
Resurrection. Christ is not the only one to r ise again: 
Christ is the f irst among many, and as al l die in Adam, 
so al l w i l l receive l i fe in Christ. Christ is the Easter 
Resurrection for us too. Death is no longer the l im i t of 
our existence. Christ is the gate. An eschatology, that 
is to say an entrance gate into a k ingdom that is not 
consumed by t ime, is open before us. Those who have 
d ied in Christ w i l l rise in Christ Bodi ly death is not the 
inexorable end of our existence; it is the sleep that 
precedes a new day w i thou t end. 

Do not the values of all present things therefore 
change? If to this present brief, precarious and suf­
fer ing l i fe — judged according to the law of the 
universal clock, which is time — there is added 
another l i fe, an endless one, then is not the 
classi f icat ion of present values changed? That i< to 
say, should not these present values be judged in the 
l ight of the fu ture ones? And if these fu ture ones are 
determined by their relationship to the present ones 
what a responsibility and what a price these valuejs of 
our dai ly l i fe take on. 

In honor of Easter, re-read the Gospel Beatitudes, 
and you w i l l see what a reevaluat ion is taken on by 
those forms of l i fe that were thought to be in fe io r , 
and you also see what mer i t is gained by those who 
have sought to br ing them human assistance, even if 
on ly tempora l . 

Today the Risen Christ is .very close to each of 
who are bapt ized. He makes us sharers in 
Resurrection, gives us his Spirit, and raises up in 
new heart, in order to renew our l i fe and our love, 
wh ich w i l l help transform the earth. Great is 
mystery of the Resurrection at work today in 
wor ld , in expectat ion of another wor ld to come. 
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A happy Easter! A happy Easter! 

You understand, sons and daughters and breth 
how impor tant this wish is, if it is referred to the 
of values wh ich becomes that scale of duties 
relat ion to wh ich we must construct our l i fe. Yes 
can be the opt imis t ic t ransformat ion of our way 
th ink ing about l i fe. This Paschal t ransformat ion 
therefore present not only as a convent ional 
sent imental good wish, bu t as a program that 
d i rect ion to l i fe itself. 
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We believe that the young people of today 
par t icu lar ly predisposed to understand and we lcome 
this good wish, wh ich is fu l l of hope and energy. And 
to the young people we address i t w i th s t imulat ing 
deliberateness: l i fe is beaut i fu l if i t is new; it is new if 

, it is good, if it is wise, and if it is strong; in a word, j i f it 
i is Christ ian! To you young people especial ly, an J to 
; everyone, there goes our good wish: a happy Easter, to 

happy Easter. And w i t h ijt goes our Aposto l ic Blessing. 

(A1 the conclusion of his address, the I»ope 
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However, when tha t error resides in a par t icu lar 
human person, we have a d i f ferent s i tuat ion. The 
inv io lab i l i ty of the human person and j his or her 
conscience take precedence. We may not agree w i t h 
someone bu t we must respect not on ly 'his r ight t o 
bel ieve tha t way but his r ight to express tha t bel ief 
when i t is merely that. For some people this is a 
distressing deve lopment and has produced al l sorts of 
" p rob l ems" i n the Church. Seen as a part of a m u c h 
wider issue — respect for human digni ty and f reedom 
of expression — it is the door to d ia logue and growth . 
And ift this I rejoice. 

The Bishop's 
Public 

Appointments 
MAY, 1977 

3-5 Nat ional Conference of Cathol ic Bishops' 
Meet ing, Chicago 
7 Radio Message, Family Rosary Network - 7:00 p.m. 
8 Celebrat ion of Eucharist and Homi ly , St. Charles 
Borromeo Church, Rochester -11:00 a.m. 
9 ^ F u n d Deve lopment Meet ing, Pastoral Center - 2:00 * 
p.m. 
9 Test imonial Banquet for Very Reverend Joseph P. 
Brennan, Mapleda le Party House-6:00 p.m. 
10 St. Bernard's Seminary Board Meet ing - 10:00 
a.m. 
10 Fund Development Meet ing, Becket Hal l - 2:00 
p.m. 
11 Fund . Development Meet ing, St. Alphonsus, -
Auburn -2 :00 p.m. 
12 Fund Deve lopment Meet ing, St. Charles 
Borromeo Church, Elmira Heights - 2:00 p.m. 
13 Celebrat ion of Eucharist and Homi l y - Sisters of 
St. Joseph Riverside Commun i ty - 5:30 p.m. 
14 Celebrat ion of Eucharist and Homi l y - Sisters of 
St. Joseph Motherhouse - 2:00 p.m 
14 Baccalaureate Ceremony, Nazareth Col lege -
5:00 p.m. 
15 Diocesan Mission Sunday Celebrat ion of 
Eucharist and Homi ly , WHEC TV, Channel 10 - 8:30 
a.m. 
15 Li turgical Service, First Uni ted Method is t Church, 
V ic to r -10 :30 a.m. 
16 Conf i rmat ion, St. Bernard's Church, Scipio Center 
-7:45 p.m. 
17 Conf i rmat ion, St. Stephen's Church, Geneva -
7:45 p.m 

18 Priest ly Sp i r i t ua l i t y C o m m i t t e e Day of 
Recol lect ion, Abbey of the Genesee, Pif fard - 10:00 
a.m. 
19 Conf i rmat ion, St. Ambrose Church - 7:45 p.m. 
20 Pastoral O f f i ce Staff Meet ing -10:00 a.m. 
20 Becket Hal l Board of Trustees Dinner Meet ing -
Becket Ha l l - 6 :00 p.m. 
21 Diocesan Pastoral Counci l Meet ing, Sheraton 
Mo to r Inn, Canandaigua-1:00 p.m. 
22 Conf i rmat ion, Church of the Resurrection - 2:30 & 
4:30 p.m. 
23 Conf i rmat ion, St. Patrick Church, Seneca Falls -
7:45 p.m. 

24 Regional Coordinators Meet ing, St. Mary's, 
Canandaigua -10:30 a.m. 
26 Priesthood Ord inat ion , Holy Ghost Church, 
Co ldwater - 7:30 p.m. 
26 Clergy Conference, Becket Hal l -10:30 a.m. 
27 Celebrat ion of Northeast Region, St. Rita's 
Church, Webster -12:00. 

Regional Highlights 
Northeast Region 

The Family Life and 
Education Committees at 
St. John of Rochester 
Church, Fairport, w i l l 
sponsor four "Evenings for 
Parents" from 7:30-10 p.m., 
April 21, 28 and May 5, 12. 
According to NERVE, the 
N o r t h e a s t R e g i o n ' s 
newsletter, "each evening 
will be a learning experience 
and an opportunity to gain 
and affirm one's confidence 
in being a parent" For more 
in format ion interested 
persons may call Ted and 
Mary Cooper at 586-8530 

• • • 

The Regional Youth 
.Leadership Training group is 
now making 1 plans for a 

training session with CYO 
personnel for the first 
weekend in June at Camp 
Stella Maris. Those parishes 
in the region which have not 
yet nominated represen­
tatives are still welcome to 
do so. The youth group wi l l 
next meet at 2 p.m. on April 
30 in St. Philip Neri's School 
basement, 1776 Clif ford 
Ave, Rochester. 

• • • 
The Northeast Region is 

"looking for a person to call 
a regional meeting for 
education in the near 
future." Father Foster P. 
Rogers, regional coor­
dinator, announced he wil l 
be contacting all parish 
council . presidents sopn 
regarding the issue. 


