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By Bishop Joseph 1 . Ho 

A New Springtime in the Church 
We have beeri talking about how the new per

ception of the ChJLirch as put forth in the Constitution 
on the Church in >|atican II is being implemented. One 
of the things the document stressed is that the Church 
is col legia l (a corr |muni ty o f communi t ies) as opposed 

to being monarchical . The 
Counci l proposed that con
ferences of bishops be set up in 
every nat ion for the purpose of 
determining the needs of that 
par t icu lar nat ion and act ing t o 
meet those needs. A l though 
there are many who wou ld say 
t h a t t he C o n f e r e n c e o f 
Amer ican Bishops is dragging its 
heels, a realistic overview of its 
work since the 60's indicates i t 
has come a long way. A t the 
present t ime the„ bishops of 

Af r ica are giving us an example of v i ta l co l legia l i ty in 
their stand against apartheid in South Af r ica and in 
the letter of the Ugandan bishops t o Idi Am in on 
behalf of f reedom and just ice in their own country. 
And al l the whi le they are giving the lie t o the idea 
that the Church's domain is the sanctuary and the 
sanctuary alone. They are placing their very lives on 
the l ine to witness to the fac t that the wel fare of 
human beings — their f reedom and d igni ty — is in
deed a proper concern of the Church. I cannot 
remember the author of this but someone said, "The 

message which Christianity brinis to the secular world 
isjthis —humanity is possible. Humanity is possible in 
J^sus Christ; bu t if it were not for the fac t of God's 
promises, we wou ld not even be aware of this 
potentiality." 

I The "Cal l t o A c t i o n " Conference in Det ro i t had 
many cri t ics and no doub t had many faults. But one 
th ing is to its everlast ing credit , and that is that it 
b fought t o the l ight of day so many v i ta l social issues -
- issues invo lv ing basic l iberties and just ice - wh ich 
cannot be ignored. It is too simplist ic t o bypass the 
idea tha t Jesus Christ came to save the wor ld on the 
part ly false supposi t ion tha t he came t o save souls, 
notably our own. For some reason or other, this is an 
extremely d i f f i cu l t br idge t o cross for many people. 
They have very strong feelings about the Church not 
gett ing involved, in social issues. To the extent that 
this is a personal prob lem, I feel for these people. To 
the extent tha t i t is an ignorance of the meaning of the 
Church, I plead for them to return to the documents 
of Vatican II. 

1 

i A corol lary of this in the process of renewal is the 
gradual changeover f rom the idea that there is a 
spir i tual e l i te (the professional religious - priests, 
brothers and nuns) and the " c o m m o n peop le , " who 
somehow or other hover around the borderl ines of 
min imal mora l i ty and never are required to aspire to 
anything better. 

We are seeing a pro found emergence of recogni t ion 
that the ca l l t o holiness is fo r a l l 'people. W e see this in 
one instance in the charismatic movement , very 
dramat ica l ly . Not everyone can f ind renewal in it bu t 
many others can and i t is a very beaut i fu l th ing tfy 
behold. The Cursi l lo movement has brought about 
uncalcu lated spir i tual renewal, as we l l as Marr iage 
Encounter, Better W o r l d and numerous other 
movements for spir i tual renewal. 

One of the most exci t ing areas of seeking for 
personal spir i tual renewal is the study and prayerfu l 
reading of the Bible. I f i nd people everywhere thir
sting for a greater knowledge of the Bible, w i l l i ng t o 
at tend study sessions week after week - al l for one 
purpose, to get into closer touch w i th God's own 
word . 

. Another sign of hope in spir i tual renewal is the 
widespread par t ic ipat ion in sacramental preparat ion 
programs on the part of parents al l over the diocese. 
M e t at f i rst w i t h some degree of re luctance by parents 
bogged down in numerous commun i t y act iv i t ies, 
these programs have now become not on ly a start ing 
point for renewal but a posit ively exc i t i ngadd i t i on to 
their lives. Some people have walked away f r om 
par t ic ipat ion in the l i fe of the Church for their own 
reasons which I am not in a posi t ion to judge. But 
many people have also turned the other way and are 
f ind ing in the Church a new l i fe and a new spirit. In 
this I rejoice. 

Vatican news 

Vocations: Someone's Knocking at the Door 
In the spiri t of Christian joy we are celebrat ing the 

14th Wor l d Day of Prayer for Vocat ions. We are 
celebrat ing it in the serene certainty that the Risen 

Christ is the Living One, the 
Teacher, the Shepherd, the Friend, 
who is w i th us always (cf. jMt . 
28:20), speaking to us and cal l ing 
us: "Look, I am standing at the 
door, knocking. If one of you hears 
me cal l ing and opens the door, I 
w i l l come i n " (Rev 3:20). 

I t is l ike the morn ing that the 
Risen Lord appeared on the shore 
of the Lake of Tiberias, spoke as a 
f r iend w i t h his disciples, and again 
cal led Peter t o fo l l ow him. The 
evocat ive Gospel for the Third 
Sunday of Easter provides the 

theme fo r this a f fec t ionate and earnest message to 
noble and generous souls, a message of fa i th , love and 
self-sacrif ice. 

One point i n p a r i c u l a r at once strikes us in this 
Gospel. Af ter t?he miraculous catch of f ish, '-'the 
discip le Jesus loved sa id- to Peter, ' I t is the Lord. ' " 
And as soon as Peter hears the words " I t is the Lord" , 
he jumps into the water to go to h im. W i t h the l ight of 
fa i th John recognizes the Risen Lord: w i t h the strength 
of fa i th Peter rushes forward to meet h im. The Lord 
rewards that simple generous fa i th w i t h the loving 
invitation to the Apostles: "Come and have breakfast: 
(Jn 21:12). Note how k indly he offers them his f r iend
ship. This inv i ta t ion is a lov ing expression of his offer. 
We te l l you in the counci l 's words: "Fai th throws a 
new l ight on everything and manifests God's design 
for man's to ta l v o c a t i o n " (Gaudium et Spes, 11). Yes 
every t rue vocat ion springs f rom fa i th , lives by fa i th , 
and perseveres w i t h fa i th . This fa i th is fe l t and l ived 
each day, w i t h s impl ic i ty and generosity of spirit, in 
t rust ing f r iendship w i t h the Lord. Nobody fo l lows a 
stranger; nobody offers his l i fe for one w h o m he does 
not know. If there is a crisis of vocat ions, is there not 
perhaps f i rst of a l l a crisis of faith? Wha t a sacred du ty 
pastors, parents and Christian teachers have t o guide 
modern you th 'to the deep knowledge of Christ, to 
fa i th in h im, and t o f r iendship w i th h im! 

Then the Lord asks f rom Peter a repeated 
profession of l&ve: " D o you love me?" " D o , y o u love 
me more than ' these others do?" You know how he 
repl ied: "Yes, jLord you know I love "you" . Every 
vocat ion is an act of love, of t w o f o l d love: the love of 
the Lord w h o [calls and . t he^ love of. the one who 
responds. Very {great is the* love that God gives in the 
case of a vocat ion to special consecrat ion to serving 
him and his Church: a vocat ion t o the pr iesthood, the 

institutes, or to dedicat ion to the missions. There 
should therefore be a specially great capacity of 
loving on the part of those who receive this pr iv i leged 
and demanding ca l l . You who aspire to the pr iesthood 
wi l l one day heaf the ordaining bishop exhort |you: 
" D o your part in the work of Christ the Priest w i th the 
unfa i l ing gladness erf genuine char i ty . " You who 
aspire to the profession of the evangel ical counsels 
know that you must " leave all things for love of 
Christ ." You w h o aspire t o the l i fe of a missionary 
know to what extent you must commi t yourselves: in 
unaf fected love you must bear witness to the Lord, if 
need be to the shedding of your blood. Therefore, 
foster love w i th in yourselves. Learn to love the Lord 
more, to love his Church more. To love her " jus t as 
Christ loved the Church and sacri f iced himself for 
her" (Eph 5:25). To love her in her inexpressible 
mystery, her visible structure, and her present -
historical real i ty. Perhaps there is a crisis of love 
rather than a crisis of vocat ions. W e urge you , pastors, 
parents and teachers: he lp good and generous young 
people to foster love for Christ and his Church. 

The Gospel has yet another surprise in store of us. 
The Risen Lord is not af ra id to disturb the joy fu l and 
f r iendly atmosphere of his Easter encounter: he 
foretel ls to*Peter a fu tu re of sacrif ice and mar tydom: 
"Somebody else w i l l put a belt around you and take 
you where you wou ld rather not g o " (Jn 21:19). We too 
have no hesitat ion in saying to you: a vocat ion also 
means sacrif ice — sacrif ice f rom the moment you 
jbegin your serious seeking, for even this demands that 
you give up certain things. Sacrif ice at the moment 
y o u make your decision, a decision conscious of the 
consequences of your vocat ion. Sacrif ice dur ing the 
long journey of the necessary preparat ion. And 
sacr i f ice for the rest of your lives, since t h e who le of 
your existence w i l l be s imply the consistent put t ing 
t into pract ice o f a God^given vocat ion that you accept 
and l ive f reely and int imate ly . Does the crisis of 
^vocations perhaps conceal a fear of making this 
jsacrif ice? Pastors, parents and teachers, may you also 
Iknow how to guide young people and other generous 
jsouls t o accept sacrif ice f reely and joy fu l l y . 

Let our re f lect ion on the Gospel now take the fo rm 
;of prayer. 

Let us pray in the words the Apost les used that the 
: Lord may increase the. fa i th of our Christ ian com
munit ies, and par t icu lar ly the fa i th of those in
div iduals he has chosen and w i l l choose t o ca l l to his 

decision, and may sustain in perseverance those who 
have already made the i rdec is ion. 

. Let us pray that al l may be strong and ready, l ike 
Christ in his sufferings, to do the Father's w i l l , not their 
own when he wi l ls or permits the weight of sacrif ice to 
be united w i th the ennobl ing gi f t of his cal l . May they 

"always f ind strength in the Easter joy of the Risen 
Christ. 

As we extend to you this now customary inv i ta t ion 
to prayer, we are very conf ident that the whole ec-
clesial commun i t y w i l l share our apostol ic concern 
and w i l l take this favorable occasion to ref lect ear
nestly and deeply on the value, the signif icance and 
the necessity of vocat ions in the Church and for the 
Church. Let none of the fa i th fu l feel that this quest ion 
has noth ing to do w i t h h im or her. A l l should examine 
themselves and consider the extent of their own 

1 responsibi l i ty. And praying that the Lord may answer 
our suppl icat ions and those of al l God's people, w i t h 
all our heart we impart our Apostolic Blessing. 

Resurrection Mystery 
Pope's Easter Theme 

service. SSfiJc 

Let us pray in the.words of the Apost le Paul that 
" t he love of Chr is t " (2 Cor 5:14) may stir up Cod's cal l 
in many fine young people and in other noble and 

Vatican City (RNS)— Pope 
Paul in an Easter address to 
some 200,000 Romans and 
pilgrims in St. Peter's Square 
said today's youth was 
"particularly disposed" to 
understand the message of 
hope inspired by Jesus' 
resurrection. 

The address culminated a 
g rue l i ng Ho l y Week 
celebration for the 79-year-
old pontiff. He spoke in a 
strong voice despite a 
recent bout with flu and an 
arthritic condition. 

Speaking at noonr.from a 
balcony overlooking St. 

' Peter's Square, the pope, 
dressed in white robes and 
holding a shepherd's crook, 
proclaimed trie resurrection 
of Christ as the beginning of 
"a new world, a new mode 
of existence." 

"Today," he said, "the 
risen Christ is very close to 
each of us who are-believers 
and who are baptized: He 
makes us sharers ir> His 
resurrection, gives- us- His 

Spirit, and raises up in us a 
new heart in order to renew 
our life and our love . . 

"Creat is the mystery of 
the resurrection at work in 
the world today, in ex
pectation of another world 
to come." 

The pontiff went on to 
speak of: Christian values 
weighed in the scale of 
Christ's victory over sin and 
death and called for a 
"transformation of our way 
of thinking about life a 
program that gives direction 
to life itself." 

"We believe," he added, 
"that the young people of 
today are par t icu lar ly 
disposed to understand and 
welcome this good wish, 
which is full of hope and 
energy. 

"To young people we 
address St with stimulating 
delrbetateness: l i fe is 
beautiful if. it is newy*fJit ; is 
good, if it is wise, and if it is 
strong' — in a word; I f it is 
Christian,." > > > • , ' • ' " 
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