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We have been talking .about how the new per-
ception of the Church as put forth in the Constitution
on the Church in Yatlcan Il is being implemented. One
of the things the document stressed is that the Church
is collegial (a cordmumty of communities) as opposed
to being monarchical. The
Council proposed that con-
ferences of bishops be set up in
every nation for the purpose of
determining the needs of that
particular nation and acting to
meet those needs. Although
there are many who would say
that the ~Conference of
American Bishops is dragging its

" heels, a realistic overview of its
work since the 60’s indicates it
has come & long way. At the
. present time the_ bishops of

Africa are glvmg us an example of vital co”egrahty in
their stand against apartheid in South Africa and in
the letter of the Ugandan bishops to Idi Amin on
behalf of freedom and justice in their own country.

And all the while they are giving the lie to the idea A

that the Church’s domain is the sanctuary and the
sanctuary alone. They are placing their very lives on
the line to witness to the fact that the welfare of
human beings — their freedom and dignity — is in-
deed a proper concern of the Church. | cannot
remember the author of this but someone said, “The
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njessa e which Christianity brirlr_%s to the secular world
is:this — humanity is possible. Humanity is possible in
jesus Christ; but if it were not for the fact of God’s
promises, we would not even be aware of thls
potentrahty

5The “Call to Action” ‘Conference in Detrort had
many critics and no doubt had many faults. But one
thmg is to its everlasting credit, and that is that it
brought to the light of day so many vital social issues -
- issues involving basic liberties and justice ~ which
cannot be ignored. It is too simplistic to bypass the
rdea that Jesus Christ came to save the world on the
partly false supposition that he came to save souls,
notably our own. For some reason or other, this is an
extremely difficult bridge to cross for many people.
They have very strong feelings about the Church not
getting involved. in social issues. To the extent that

- this is a personal problem, | feel for these people. To

the extent that it is an ignorance of the meaning of the

: Church | plead for them to return to the documents

i
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i A corollary of this in the process of renewal is the
gradual changeover from the idea that there is a
spiritual elite (the professional religious — priests,
brothers and nuns) and the “common people,” who
somehow or other hover around the borderlines of
mlmmal morality and never are required to aspire to
anythmg better,

rmgtlme in the Church

We are seeing a profound emergence of recognition
that the call to holiness is for all'people. We see this in
one instance in the charismatic movement, very
dramatically. Not everyone can find renewal in it but
‘many others can and it is a. very beautiful thing to
behold. The Cursillo movement has brought abouit
uncalculated spiritual renewal, as well as Marriage
Encounter, Better World and numerous other
movements-for spiritual renewal.

One of the most exciting areas of seeking for

personal spiritual renewal is the study and prayerful
reading of the Bible. | find people everywhere thir-
sting for a greater knowledge of the Bible, willing to
attend study sessions week after week — all for one "
purpose, to get into closer touch with God’s own
word.
. Another sign of hope in- spiritual renewal is the
widespread participation in sacrame)rztal preparation
‘programs on the part of parents all gver the diocese.
Met at first with some degree of reluctance by parents
bogged down in numerous community activities,
these programs have now become not only a starting
point for renewal but a positively excrtlng‘addltron to
their lives. Some people have walked away from
participation in the life of the Church for their own
reasons which | am not in a position to judge. But
many people have also turned the other way and are
finding in the Church a new life and a new spirit. In
this | rejaice.

vatican news
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- Vocations: Someone’s KnoCIdng at the Door

In the spirit of Christian joy we are celebrating the

14th World Day of Prayer for Vocations. We are’

celebratmg it in the serene certainty that the Risen
Christ is the Living One, the
Teacher, the Shepherd, the Friend,
who is with us always {(cf. iMt.
28:20), speaking to us and calling
us: “Look, I am standing at the
door, knocking. If one of you hears
me calling and opens the door, |
will come in”’ (Rev 3:20).

. It is like the morning that the
Risen Lord appeared on the shore
of the Lake of Tiberias, spoke as a
friend with his disciples, and again
called Peter to follow him. The
evocative Gospel for the Third
Sunday of Easter provides the
theme for this affectionate and earnest message to
noble and generous souls, a message of faith, love and
self-sacrifice.

One point in, parrcular at once strikes us in this
Gospel. After the miraculous catch of fish, “the
disciple Jesus loved said-to Peter, ‘It is the Lord.’ ”
And as soon as Peter hears the words "1t is the Lord”,
he jumps into the water to go to him. With the light of
faith John recogpizes the Risen Lord: with the strength
of faith Peter rushes forward to meet him. The Lord
rewards that simple generous faith with the loving
invitation to the Apostles: “Come and have breakfast:
(Jn 21:12). Note how kindly he offers them his friend-
ship. This invitation is a loving expression of his offer.
We tell you in the council’s words: “Faith throws a
new hght on everything and manifests God’s design
for man’s total vocation” (Gaudium et Spes, 11). Yes
every true vocation springs from faith, lives by faith,

and perseveres with faith. This faith is felt and lived

each day, with simplicity and generosity of spirit, in
trusting friendship with the Lord. Nobody follows a
stranger; nobody offers his life for one wham he does

not know. If there is a crisis of vocations, is there not-

perhaps first of all a crisis of faith? What a sacred duty
pastors, parents and Christian teachers have to guide
modern youth xto the deep knowledge of Christ, to
faith in him, and to friendship with him!

Then the Lord asks from Peter a repeated
profession of |ove “Do you love me?” “Do,you love
me more than ithese others do?”” You know how he
replied: “Yes, jLord you know I love you”. Every

vocation is an act of love, of twofold love: the love of
the Lord whocalls and th&love of the one who
responds. VeryEgreat is the’love that God gives in the E-
case of a vocatlon to special consecration o serving
h|m and his Church a vocatron to the pnesthood the

*

institutes, .or to dedication to the missions. There
should therefore be a specially great capacity of
loving on the part of those who receive this privileged
and demanding call. You who aspire to the prrestlﬁrood
will one day hear the ordaining bishop exhort lyou:
Do your part in the work of Christ the Priest with the
unfailing gladness of genuine charity.” You who
aspire to the profession of the evangelical counsels
know that you must “leave all things for love of
Christ.” You who aspire to the life of a missionary
know to what extent you must commit yourselves: in
unaffected love you must bear witness to the Lord, if
need be to the shedding of your blood. Therefore,
foster love within yourselves. Learn to love the Lord
more, to love his Church more. To love her ““just as
Christ loved the Church and sacrificed himself for
her” (Eph 5:25). To love her in her inexpressible
mystery, her visible structure, and her

historical reality. Perhaps there is a crisis of love"

rather than a crisis of vocations. We urge you, pastors,
parents and teachers:-help good and generous young
people to foster love for Christ and his Church.

. The Gospel has yet another surprise in store of us.
The Risen Lord is not afraid to disturb the joyful and
friendly .atmosphere of his Easter encounter: he
foretells to-Peter a future of sacrifice and martydom:
“Somebody else will put a belt around you and take
you where you would rather not go”’ (}n 21:19). We too
have no hesitation in saying to you: a vocation also
means sacrifice — sacrifice from the moment you
begin your serious seeking, for even this demands that
you give up certain things. Sacrifice at the moment
you make your decision, a decision conscious of the
consequences of your vocation. Sacrifice during the

long journey of the necessary preparation. And .

sacrifice for the rest of your lives, since the whole of
your existence will be simply the consistent putting
jinto practice of a God-given vocation that you accept
‘and live freely and intimately. Does the crisis of
ivocations perhaps conceal a fear of making this
rsacrrfrcel Pastors, parents and teachers, may you also
tknow how to guide young peopte and other generous
souls to accept sacrifice freely and joyfully.

. ket our reflection on the Gospel now take the form
;of prayer.

Let us pray in the words the Apostles used that the
‘Lord may increase the. faith of our Christian com-
‘munities, and particularly the faith of those in-
“dividuals he has chosen and will choose to call to his
:Eservrce . St $STIIC *

Let us pray in the.words of the Apostle Paul that
the love of Christ” (2 Cor 5:14) may stir up Cod’s call
in many fme young people and in other noble and

y +ihe - aKE a.

present-:

decision, and may sustain in perseverance those who
have already made theirdecision.

. Let us pray that all may be strong and ready, like
Christ in his sufferings, to do the Father’s will, not their
own when he wills or permits the weight of sacrifice to
be united with the ennobling gift of his call. May they

°alr\;vays find strength in the Easter joy of the Risen
Christ

‘As we extend to you this now customary lnvrtatlon
to prayer, we are very confident that the whole ec-
clesial community will share our apostolic concern
and will take this favorable occasion to reflect ear-
nestly and deeply on the value, the significance and
the necessity of vocations in the Church and for the
Church. Let none of the faithful feel that this question
has nothing to do with him or her. All should examine
themselves and consider the extent of their own
' responsibility. And praying that the Lord may answer

our supplications and those of all God’s peopleé, with

all our heart we impart our Apostolic Blessing.
Resurrection Mystery.
Pope’'s Easter Theme

Vatican City (RNS)— Pope
Paul in an Easter address to
some. 200,000 Romans and
pilgrims in St. Peter’s Square
said today’s vyouth was
“particularly disposed” to
understand the message of
hope inspired by jesus’
resurrection.

The address culminated a
grueling Holy Week
celebration for the 79-year-
old pontiff. He spoke in a
strong voice déspite a

-recent bout with flu and an
arthritic condition.

Speaking at noon_from a
balcony overlookmg St.
‘Peter’'s Square, the pope,
dressed in white robes and
holding a shepherd’s crook,
proclaimed the resurrection
of Christ as the beginning of
“a new world a new mode
of existence.’ g

“Today,” he said, ‘the
risen Christ is very close to
each of us who are-believers
and who are baptized: ‘He
makes us sharers” in-" His
cresurrection, gives: us- -His

sy L

Spirit, and raises up in us a
new heart in order to renew
our life-and our love . . .

“Great is the mystery of

the resurrection at work in

the world today, in ex-
pectation of another world
to come.”

The pontiff went on to
speak of Christian values
weighed in the scale of
Christ’s victory over sin and
death and called for a
“transformation of our way
of thinking about life .
program that gives drrectron
to life itself.”

“We believe,” he added,
“that the young people of
today are particularly
disposed to understand and
welcome this good wish,
which is full of hope and
energy.

“To young people . we

address it with stimulating
deliberateness: -life is
beautiful if it is new, it is
good, if it is wise, and if it is
strong' — in a word, lt is

*-Christdan.? s T
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